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SPEECHES 


nr THE lUEEACHUIHI Of 

WAREEK HASTINGS. 


FRIDAY, 30TS HAY, 1194. 

flECOKD DAY OF REPLY. 

(Mb, Bubo.) • 

My LoBDS,--On the last day of the sitting of this court* 
when I had the honour of appearing before you by the or4er 
of my fellow-managers, I stated to you their observations and 
my own u^n two peat points ; one the demeanour of the 
prisoner at the bar during nis trial, and the other the princi- 
ples of his defence. I compared that demeanour with the 
behaviofup of some of the greatest men in this kingdom, who 
have, on account of their offences, been brought to your bar, 
and who havre seldom escaped your lordships* justice. I put 
the decency, huihility, and propriety of the most distinguisW 
men’s behaviour in contract with the shameless effrontery of 
this prisoner, who has presumptuously made a recriminatory 
charge against the House of Commons, and answered their 
irapewjhment by a countdit-impeachmeat, explicitly accusing 
them of malice, oppression, and the blackest ingratitude. 

My 1<^, I next stated that this recriminatory charge con- 
sisted of tw6 distinct parts, injustice and delay. To the in- 
justice we are to answer, by the nature and proof of 
charges which%e have brought before you ; ana to th« 
my^lords, we have answered in another place. Into dio 
of the consequences of the delay, the ruinous expensCj^hiigii^r 
vou vin. B 
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the prisoner complains of, we have desired your lordships to 
make an inquiry, and have referred you to facts and wit- 
nesses, which will remove this part of the charge. 

With regard to ingratitude, there will be a proper time for 
animadversion on this charge. For in considering the merits 
that are intended to be set off against his crimes, we shall 
have to examine into the nature of those merits, and to as- 
certain how far they are to operate, either as the prisoner 
designs they shall operate in his favour, as presumptive 
proofs that a man of such merits could not be guilty of such 
crimes, or as a sort of set-off to be pleaded in mitigation of 
his offences. In both of these lights we shall consider his 
services, and in this consideration we shall determine the 
justice of his charge of ingratitude. 

My lords, we have brought the demeanour of the prisoner 
before you for another reason. We are desirous that your 
lordships may be enabled to estimate, from the proud pre- 
sumption and audacity of the criminal at your bar, when he 
stands^ before the most awful tribunal in the world, accused 
by a body representing no less than the sabred voice of his 
country — what he must have been when placed in the seat 
of pride and power. What must have been the insolence 
of that man towards the natives of India, who, when called 
here to answer for enormous crimes, presumes to behave, not 
with the firmness of innocence, but with the audacity and 
hardness of guilt ? 

It may fie necessary that I should recall to your lordships* 
recollection the principles of the accusation and of the de- 
fence. Your lordships will bear in mind, that the inatters 
of fact are all either settled by confession or conviction, and 
that the question now before you is no longer an issue of 
fact^ but an issue of law. The question is, what degree of 
ment or demerit you are to assign by law to actions which 
have been laid before you, and their truth acknowledged. 
The principle being established, that you are to decide upon 
an issue at law, we examined by what law the prisoner ought 
to be tried ; and we preferred a claim which we do now so- 
lemnly prefer, and which we trust your lordships will concur 
with us in a laudable emulation to establish ; a claim founded 
upon the great truths, that all power is limited by law, ai^ 
ought to be guided by discretion and not by arbitrary will ; 
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— *tbat all discretion must be referred to the conservation and 
benefit of those over whom power is exercised ; and therefore 
must be guided by rules of sound political morality. 

We next contended, that, wherever existing laws were 
appHoable, the prisoner at your bar was bound by the laws 
and statutes of this kingdom as a British subject ; and that, 
whenever he exercised authority in the name of the Com- 
pany, or in the name of his Majesty, or under any other 
name, he was bound by the laws and statutes of this king- 
dom, both in letter find spirit, so far as they were applica- 
ble to him and to his case ; and above all, that he was 
bound by the act to which he owed his appointment, in all 
transactions with foreign powers, to act according to the 
known recognised rules of the law of nations ; whether 
these powers were really or nominally sovereign, whether 
th^ were dependent or independent. 

The next point which we established, and which we now 
call to your lordships’ recollection, is, that he was bound to 
proceed according to the laws, rights, laudable cuStoms, 
privileges, and franchises of the country that he governed; and 
we contended that to such laws, rights, nrivileges, and fran 
chises, the people of ihe county had a clear and just claim. 

Having established these points as the basis of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s general power, we contended that he was obliged by 
the nature of his relation, as a servant to the Company, to be 
obedient to their orders at all times ; and particularly where 
he had entered into special covenants regarding special articles 
of obedience. These are the principles by which we have 
examined the conduct of this man, and upon which we have 
brought him to your lordships* bar for judgment. This is 
our table of the law. Tour lordships shall now be shown 
the table by which he claims to be judged ; but I will first 
beg your lordships to take notice of the utter contempt 
with which he treats all our acts of parliament. Speaking 
of tile absolute sovereignty which he would have you be- 
lieve is exercised by tfe princes o^ India, he says, “ The 
sovereignty which they assumed, it fqjl to my lot veiy un- 
expectedly to exe^t, and whether or not such power or 
powers 01 that nature were delegated to me by any pro- 
visions of any act of parliament, I confess myself too httle 
of a lawyer to pronounce,” and so on. This is the manner 
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ia which he treats an act of parliament ! In the place of 
acts of parliament he substitutes his own arbitrary will. This 
he contends is the sole law of the country he governed, as 
laid down in what he calls the arbitrary institutes of Ghinges 
Khin and Tamerlane. This arbitrary will he claims, to the 
exclusion of the Gentoo law, the Mahomedan law, and the law 
of his own country. He claims the right of making his own 
will the sole rule of his government, and justifies the exercise 
of this power by the examples of Aliverdi Kh^n, Cossim Ali 
Khin, Sujah Dowlah Khan, and all those Kh^s who have 
rebelled against their masters, and desolated the countries sub- 
jected to their rule. This, my lords, is the law which he has 
laid down for himself, and these are the examples which he 
has expressly told the House of Commons he is resolved to 
follow. These examples, my lords, and the principles with 
which they are connected, without any softening or mitiga- 
tion, he has prescribed to you as the rule by which his con- 
duct is to be judged. 

Another principle of the prisoner is, that whenever the 
Company’s affairs are in distress, even w^hen that distress pro- 
ceeds from his ow^n prodigality, mismanagement, or corruption, 
he has a right to take for the Company’s benefit privately in 
his own name, with the future application of it to their use 
reserved in his own breast, every kind of bribe or corrupt pre- 
sent whatever. 

I have now restated to your lordships the maxims by 
which the prisoner persists in defending himself, and the prin- 
ciples upon w hi(di we claim to have him judged. The issue 
before your lordships is a hundred times more important than 
the cause itself, for it is to determine by what law or maxims 
of law the conduct of governors is to be judged. 

On one side, your lordships have the prisoner declaring that 
the people have no laws, no rights, no usages, no distinctions 
of rank, no sense of honour, no property ; in short, that they 
are nothing but a herd of slaves to be governed by the arbi- 
trary will of a master. On the other side, we assert that the 
direct contrary" of this is true. And to prove our assertion 
we have referred youlo the Institutes of Ghinges Kh&n and 
of Tamerlane : we have referred you to the IVlSiomedaiilaw, 
which is binding upon from the crowned head to 
meanest subject ; a law interwoven with a system of the 
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wisest, the most learned, and most enlightened jurisprudence 
that perhaps ever existed in the world. We have shown you, 
that if these parties are to be compared together, it is not 
the rights of the people which are nothing, but rather the 
rights of the ^vereign which are so. The rights of the 
people are everything, as they ought to be in the true and 
natural order of things. God lorbid that these maxims 
should trencli upon sovereignty, and its true, just, and lawful 
prerogative ; on the contrary, they ought to support and estab- 
lish them. The sovereign’s rights are undoubtedly sacred 
rights, and ought to be so held in every country in the 
world ; because exercised for the benefit of the people, and 
in subordination to that great end for which alone God has 
vested power in any man or any set of men. This is the 
law that we insist upon, and these are the principles upon 
•which your lordships are to try the prisoner at your bar. 

Let me remind your lordships that these people Kved under 
the laws to which 1 have referred you, and that these laws were 
formed whilst we, I may say, were in the forest ; certainly 
before we knew what technical jurisprudence was. These 
laws are allowed to be the basis and substratum of the man- 
ners, customs, and opinions of the people of India ; and we 
contend that Mr. Hastings is bound to know them and to act 
by them ; and I shall prove that the very condition upon 
which he received power in India was to protect the people 
in their laws and known rights. But whether Mr. Hastings 
did know these laws, or whether, content with credit gained 
by as base a fraud as was ever practised, he did not read the 
books which Nobkissin paid for, we take the benefit of 
them ; we know and speak after knowledge of them. And 
although I believe his counsel have never read them, I 
should be sorry to stand in this place, if there was one word 
and tittle in these books that I had not read over. 

We therefore come here and declare to you that he is not 
borne out by these institutes, either in their general spirit or 
in any particular passage to which he has had the impudence to 
appeal, in the assumption of the arbitrary power which l^e 
has exercised. We claim that, as our own government and 
every person exercising authority in Great Britain is bound 
by the laws of Great Britain, so every person exercising au- 
tnarity in another country shall be subject to the laws of 
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that ooimtrjr; since otherwise they break the ver^ cove- 
nant by which we hold our power there. Even if these 
institutes had been arbitrary, which they are not, they might 
have been excused as the acts of conquerors. But, my lords, 
be is no conqueror, nor anything but what you see him ; a 
bad scribbler of absurd papers, in which he ckn put no two 
sentences together without contradiction. We know him 
in no other character than that of having been a bullock con- 
tractor for some years ; of having acted fraudulently in that 
capacity, and afterwards giving fraudulent contracts to 
others ; and yet I will maintain that the first conquerors of 
the world would have been base and abandoned if they had 
assumed such a right as he dares to claim. It is the glory 
of all such great men to have for their motto, Farcere sub* 
jectis et dehellare superhos. These were men that said they 
would recompense the countries which they had obtained 
through tojrents of blood, through carnage and violence, by 
the justice of their institutions, the mildness of their laws, 
and the equity of their government. Even if these con- 
querorii had promulgated arbitrary institutes, instead of dis- 
^Lming them in every point, you, my lords, would never 
suffer such principles of defence to be urged here ; still less 
will you suffer the examples of men acting by violence, of 
men acting by wrong, — the example of a man who has 
become a rebel to his soverei^ in order that he should be- 
come the tyrant of his people, to be examples for a British 
governor, or for any governor. We here confidently protest 
against this mode of justification, and we maintain that his 
pretending to follow these examples is in itself a crime; 
the prisoner has ransacked ail Asia for principles of despot- 
ism ; he has ransacked all the bad and corrupted part of it 
for tyrannical examples to justify himself; and certainly in 
no other way can he be justified. 

Having established the falsehood of the first principle of 
the prisoner’s defence, that sovereignty, wherever it exists 
in India, implies in its nature and essence a power of l^act- 
ing anything from the subject, and disposing of bis person 
and property, — we now come to his second assertion, that 
be was the true, full, and perfect representative of that sove-. 
reiratyrin India. 

m opposition to this assertion we first do positively deny 
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that lie or the Company are the perfect representatiTe of any 
sovereign power whatever. ^*ve certain rights by 

their charter and by acts of parliament, but they Itave no 
other. They have their legal rights only, and these do not 
imply any such thing as sovereign power. The sovereignty of 
Gi«at Britain is in the king ; he is the sovereign of the Lo^s 
and the sovereign of the Commons, individually and collec- 
tively ; and as he has his prerogative established bjr law, he 
must exercise it, and all persons claiming and deriving under 
him, whether by act of parliament, whether by charter of the 
crown, or by any other mode whatever, all are alike bound 
by law, and responsible to it. No one can assume or receive 
any power of sovereignty, because the sovereignty is in the 
crown, and cannot be delegated away from the crown ; no such 
delegation ever took place, or ever was intended ; as any one 
may see in the act by which Mr. Hastings was nominated 
governor. He cannot, therefore, exercise that high supreme 
sovereignty, which is vested by the law, with the consent of 
both Houses of parliament, in the king, and in the king only. 
It is a violent, rebellious assumption of power, when Mr. 
Hastings pretends fully, perfectly, and entirely to represent 
the sovereign of this country, and to exercise legislative, 
executive, and judicial authority with as large and broad a 
sw^ay as hh Majesty, acting with the consent of the two 
houses of parliament, and agreeably to the laws of this king- 
dom. 1 say, my lords, this is a traitorous and rebellious as- 
sumption which he has no right to make, and which we 
charge against him, and therefore it cannot be urged in jus- 
tification of his conduct in any respect. 

He next alleges, with reference to one particular case, that 
he received this sovereignty from the Vizier Sujah Dowlah, 
who, he pretends, was sovereign, with an unlimited power 
over the life, goods, and property of Cheit Sing. This w^e 
positively deny. Whatever power the supreme sovereign of 
the empire had, we deny tnat it was delegated to Sujah 
Bowdah. He never was in possession of it. He was a 
vizier of the empire ; he had a grant of certain lands for the 
support of that dignity, and we refer you to the institutes of 
Timour, to the institutes of Akbar, to the institutes of the 
Mahomedan law, for the powers of delegated govemoii and 
viceroys. You vdll find that there is not a trace of sove- 





SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT OP 


reigaty in them ; but that they are, to all intents and pur- 
poses, mere subjects ; and consequently, as Sujah Dowlab had 
not these powers, he could not transfer them to the India 
Company. His master, the Mogul emperor, had them not. 
I deiy any man to show an instance of that emperor’s claim- 
ing any such thing as arbitrary power ; much less can it be 
claimea by a rebellious viceroy who had broken loose from 
his sovereign’s authority, just as this man broke loose from 
the authority of parliament. The one had not a right to 
give, por the other to receive, such powers ; but whatever 
rights were vested in the Mogul, they cannot belong either 
to Sujah Dowlab, to Mr. Hastings, or to the Company, These 
latter are expressly bound by their compact to take care of 
the subjects of the empire, and to govern them according to 
law, reason, and equity ; and when they do otherwise, they 
are guilty of tyranny, of a violation of the rights of the 
people, and of rebellion against their sovereign. 

We have taken these pains to ascertain and fix principles, 
because your lordships are not called upon to judge of fects, 
A jury may find facts, but no jury can form a judgment ol 
law ; it is an application of the law to the fact that makes 
the act criminal or laudable. You must find a fixed stand- 
ard of some kind or other ; for if there is no standard but 
the immediate momentary purpose of the day, guided and 
governed by the who uses it, fixed not only for the dis- 
position of all the wealth and strength of the state, but for 
the life, fortune, and property of every individual, your lord- 
ships are left without a principle to direct your judgment. 
This high court — this supreme court of appeal from all the 
courts of the kingdom — this highest court of criminal juris- 
diction, exercised upon the requisition of the House of Com- 
mons, if left without a rule, would be as lawless as the wild 
savage, and as unprincipled as the prisoner that stands at 
your bar. Our whole issue is upon principles, and what I 
shall say to you will be in perpetual reference to them, be- 
cause it is better to have no principles at all than to have 
false principles of government and of morality. Leave a 
man to his passions, and you leave a wild beast to a savage 
and capricious nature. A wild beast indeed, when its atcun- 
ach is lull, will caress you, and may lick your hands ; in like 
manner, when a tyrant is pleased, or his passion satiated, you 
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may bare a happy and serene day under an arbitrary govern<« 
ment. But ■when the principle founded on solid reason, 
which ought to restrain passion, is perverted from its propei 
end, the false principle will be substituted for it, ana thei, 
man becomes ten times worse than a wild beast. The evii 
principle, grown solid and perennial, goads him on and takes 
entire possession of his mind ; and then perhaps the best 
refuge that you can have from that diabolical principle is in 
the natural wild passions and unbridled appetites of mankind. 
This is a dreadful state of things ; and therefore we have 
thought it necessary to say a great deal upon his principles. 

My lords, we come next to apply these principles to facts 
which cannot otherwise be judged, as we have contended and 
do now contend. I will not go over facts which have been 
opened to you by my fellow-managers : if I did so, I should 
appear to nave a distrust, which I am sure no other man has, 
of the greatest abilities displayed in the greatest of all causes. 
I should be guilty of a presumption which I hope I shall not 
dream of, but leave to those who exercise arbitrary no'w^er, 
in supposing that I could go over the ground whidi my 
fellow-managers have once trodden, and make anything more 
clear and mrciblo than they have done. In my humble 
opinion, human ability cannot go further than they have 
gone : and if I ever allude to anything which they have already 
touched, it ■will be to show it in another lignt ; — to mark 
more particularly its departure from the principles upon 
which we contend you ought to judge ; or to supply those 
parts which through bodily infirmity, and I am sure nothing 
else, one of my excellent fellow-managers has left untouched. 
I am here alluding to the case of Cheit Sing. 

My honourable fellow-manager, Mr. Grey, has stated to yon 
all the circumstances requisite to prove two things : —First, 
that the demands made by Mr. Hastings upon Cheit Sing 
were contraiy to fundamental treaties between the Company 
and that Bajah ; — and next, that th^ were the result and effect 
of private malice and corruption. This having been stated and 
proved to you, I shall take up the subject where it was left. 

My lords, in the first place I have to remark to you, that 
the whole of the charge originally brought by Mr. Hastings 
Against Cheit Sing, in justincation of his wicked and tyran- 
nical proceedings, is, that he had been dilatory, evasive, 
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shuffling, and unwilling to pay that which, however unwilling, 
evasive, and shuffling, he aid pay. And that with regard to 
the business of furnishing cavalry, the E-ajah has asserted, and 
his assertion has not been denied, that when he was desired 
by the council to furnish these troopers, the purpose for 
which this application was made was not mentioned or 
alluded to, nor was there any place of muster pointed out. 
We therefore contended that the demand was not made for 
the service of the state, but for the oppression of the individual 
that suffered by it. 

But admitting the Eajah to have been guilty of delay and 
unwillingness, what is the nature of the offence ? If you 
strip it of the epithets by which it has been disguised, it 
merely amounts to an unwillingness in the Eajah to pay 
more than the sums stipulated by the mutual agreement exist- 
ing between him and the Company. This is the whole of it ; 
the whole front and head of the offence ; and for this offence, 
such as it is, and adjnitting that he could be legally fined for 
it, he was subjected to the secret punishment of giving a bribe 
to Mr. Hastings, by which he was to buy ofi’ the fine, and 
which was consequently a commutation for it. 

That your lordships may be enabled to judge more fully 
of the nature of this offence, let us see in what relation Cheit 
Sing stood with the Company. He was, my lords, a person 
clothed with every one of the attributes of sovereignty, under 
a direct stipulation that the Company should not interfere 
in his internal government. The military and civil authority, 
the power of life and death, the whole revenue, and the whole 
administration of the law, rested in him. Such was the 
sovereignty he possessed w ithin Benares ; but he wm a sub- 
ordinate sovereign, dependent upon a superior, according to 
the tenor of his compact, expressed or implied. Now having 
contended, as we still contend, that the law of nations is the 
law of India as well as of Europe, because it is the law of 
reason and the law of nature, drawn from the pure sources of 
morality, of public good, and of natural equity, and recognised 
and digested into order by the labour of learned men, I will 
refer your lordships to Vatiel, book 1, cap. 1(5, where he treats 
of the breach of such agreements, by the protector refusing 
to give protection, or the protected refusing to perform his 
part of engagement. My design, in referring you to this 
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author, is to prove that Cheit Sing, so far from being bkm- 
able in raising objections to the unauthorized demand made 
upon him by Mr. Hastings, was absolutely bound to do so, 
nor could he have done otherwise, without hazarding the 
whole benefit of the agreement upon which his subjection and 
protection were founded. The law is the same with respect to 
both contracting parties ; if the protected or protector does not 
fulfil with fidelity each his separate stipulation^ the protected 
may resist the unauthorized demand of the protector, or the 
protector is discharged from his engagement ; he may refuse 
protection, and declare the treaty broken. 

We contend in favour of Cheit Sing, in support of the prin- 
ciples of natural equity and of the law of nations, which is 
the birthright of us all, — we contend, I say, that Cheit Sing 
would have established, in the opinions of the best waiters 
on the law of nations, a precedent against himself for any 
future violation of the engagement, if he submitted to any 
new demand, without what our laws call a continual claim 
or perpetual remonstrance against the imposition. Instead, 
therefore, of doing that which was criminal, he did that 
w'hich his safety and his duty bound him to do, and for doing 
this he was considered by Mr. Hastings as being guilty of a 
great crime. In a paper w'hich w'as published by the pri- 
soner, in justification of this act, he considers the Kajah to 
have been guilty of rebellious intentions ; and he represents 
these act® of contumacy, as he calls them, not as proofs of 
contumacy merely, but as proofs of a settled design to rebel, 
and to throw off the authority of that nation by which he 
was protected. This belief he declares on oath to be the 
ground of his conduct towards Cheit Sing. 

, Now, my lords, we do contend, that if any subject under 
any name, or of any description, be not engaged in public 
open rebellion, but continues to acknowledge the authority 
of his sovereign, and if tributaiy to pay tribute conformably 
bo agreement, such a subject, in case of being suspected of 
having formed traitorous designs, ought to be treated in a 
manner totallv different from that which was adopted by Mr. 
B^tings. If the Bajah of Benares had formed a secret con- 
ipiracy, Mr. Hastings had a state duty and a judicial duty to 
)erform He was bound, as Governor, knowing of such a 
ionspiracy, to provide for the public safety ; and as a judge, he 
ras bound to convene a criminal court, and to lay before 
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it a accusation of the offence. He .was hound if'" 

proceed publicly and legally against the accused, and to con 
vict him of his crime, previous to his inflicting or formin;L 
any intention of inflicting punishment. I say, my lords 
that Mr. Hastings, as a magistrate, was bound to proceed 
against the Bajah either by English law, by Mahomedm law 
or by the Gentoo law ; and that by all or any of these law 
he was bound to make the accused acquainted with the 
crime alleged, to hear his answer to the charge, and to pro- 
duce evidence against him, in an open, clear, and judicial 
manner. And here, my lords, we have again to remark that 
the Mahomedan law is a great discriminator of persons, and 
that it prescribes the mode of proce(3ding against those who 
are accused of any delinquency requiring punishment, with a 
reference to the distinction and rank which the accused held 
in society. The proceedings are exceedingly sober, regular, 
and respectful, even to criminals charged with the highest 
crimes ; and every magistrate is required to exercise his office 
in tlje prescribed manner. In the Hedaia, after declaring and 
discussing the propriety of the cauzy’s sitting openly in the 
execution of his office, it is added, that there is no impro- 
priety in the cauzy sitting in his own house to pass judg- 
ment j but it is requisite that he give orders for a free access 
to the people. It then proceeds thus : “ It is requisite that 
such people sit along with the cauzy as were used to sit 
with him, prior to his appointment to the office; because, if he 
were to sit alone in his house, he would thereby give rise to 
suspicion.’' ^ 

My lords, having thus seen what the duty of a judge is in 
such a case, let us examine whether Mr. Hastings observed 
any part of the prescribed rules. First, with regard to the 
publicity of the matter. Did he ever give any notice tc 
supreme council of the charges which he says he had 
ceived against Cheit Sing P Did he accuse the Bajah in \ » 
council, even when it was reduced to himself and his po» \ 
wom-down, cowed, and I am afraid, bribed colleague, M . 
Wheler ? Did he even then, I ask, produce any one charge 
against this man P He sat in council as a judge ; as an Eng- 
lish judge; as a Mahomedan Judge; as a judge by the 
Gentoo law, and by the law of nature. He should’ have 
summoned the party to appear in j^erson, or by his attorney, 
* Hedaia, vol. u. p. 621. 
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before him, and should have there informed him of the 
charge against him. But, my lords, he did not act thus. He 
kept the accusation secret in his own bosom. And why ? 
Because he did not believe it to be true. This may at least 
be inferred from his having never informed the council of 
the matter. He never informed the Bajah of Benares of the 
suspicicns entertained against him, during the discussions 
which took place respecting the multiplied demands that 
were made upon him. He never told this victim, as he has 
had the audacity to tell us and all this kingdom, in the paper 
that is before your lordships, that he looked upon these re- 
fusals to con\ply with his demands to be overt acts of rebel- 
lion ; nor did he ever call upon him to answer or to justify 
himself with regard to that imputed conspiracy or rebellion. 
Did he tell Sadanund, the Bajah’ s agent, when that agent was 
giving him a bribe or a present in secret, and was thus en- 
deavouring to deprecate his wrath, that he accepted that bribe 
because his master was in rebellion ? Never, my lords ; nor 
did he, when he first reached Benares and had the Bajah in 
his power, suggest one word concerning this rebellion. Did 
he, when he met Mr. Markham at Bauglepore, where they 
consulted about* the destruction of this unhappy man, did he 
tell Mr. Markham, or did Mr. Markham insinuate to him, any 
one thing about this conspiracy and rebellion ? No ; not a 
word there or in his whole progress up the country. While 
at Bauglepore he wrote a letter to Lord Macartney upon the 
state of the empire, giving him much and various advice. 
Did he insinuate in that letter that ho was going up to Be- 
tiares to suppress a rebellion of the Bajah Cheit Sing, or to 
Imnish him ? No ; not a word. Did he, my lords, at the eve 
of his departure from Calcutta, when he communicated his 
intention of taking £500,000, which he calls a fine or pe- 
nalty, from the Bajah, did he inform Mr. Wheler of it ? No, 
not a word of his rebellion, nor anything like it. Did he in- 
form his secret confidants, Mr. Anderson and Major Palmer, 
upon that subject ? Not a word, there was not a word drop- 
ped from *'tn of any such rebellion, or of any intention m 
the Bajah Cheit Sing to rebel. Did he, when he had vakeels 
in every part of the Mahratta empire and in the countiy of 
Sumb Dowlah, when he had in most of those courts English 
anibassadors and native spies ; did he either from ambassa- 
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dors or spies receive anything like authentic mtelli^enoe 
upon this subject ? While he was at Benares he had m his 
hands Beneram Pundit, the vakeel of the Eajah of Berar, his 
own confidential friend, a person whom he took out of the 
service of his master, and to whom he gave a jaghire in this 
very zemindary of Benares. This man, so attached to Mr. 
Hastings, so knowing in all the transactions of India, neither 
accused Cheit Sing of rebellious intentions, nor furnished 
Mr. Hastings with one single proof that any conspiracy with 
any foreign power existed. 

In this absence of evidence, my lords, let us have recourse 
to probability. Is it to be believed that the zemindar of Be- 
nares, a person whom Mr. Hastings describes as being of a 
timid, weak, irresolute, and feeble nature, should venture to 
make war alone with the whole power of the Company in 
India, aided by all the powers which Great Britain could 
bring to the protection of its Indian empire ? Could that poor 
man, in his comparatively small district, possibly have formed 
such an intention without giving Mr. Hastings access to the 
knowledge of the fact, from one or other of the numerous* 
correspondents which he had in that country ? 

As to the llajah’s supposed intrigues with the Nabob of 
Oude, this man was an actual prisoner of Mr. Hastings, and 
nothing else ; a mere vassal, as he says himself, in eftect and 
substance, though not in name. Can any one believe or 
think that Mr. Hastings would not have received from the 
English resident, or from some one of that tribe of English 
gentlemen and English military collectors, who were placed 
in that country in the exercise of the most arbitrary powers, 
some intelligence which ho could trust, if any rebellious de- 
signs had really existed previous to the rebellion which did 
actually break out upon his arresting Cheit Bing ? 

There was an anci(mt Homan lawyer, of great fame in the 
history of lioman jurisprudence, whom they called Cui Bom, 
from his having first introduced iuto juridical proceedings the 
argument — wh^t end or object could the party have had in 
the act with which he is accused t Surely it may be here 
asked, why should Cheit Sing wish to rebel, who held on easy 
and moderate terms (for such 1 admit they were) a very con- 
siderable territory, with every attribute of royalty attached ? 
The tribute was paid for protection, which he had a right to 
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claim, and which he actually received. What reason under 
heaven could he have to go and seek another master; to 
place himself under the protection of Sujah Dowlah, in whose 
hands Mr. Hastings tells you, in so many direct and plain 
words, that neither the Bajah’s property, his honour, nor his 
life could be safe ? Was he to seek refuge with the Mahrattas, 
who, though Gentoos like himself, had reduced every nation 
which they subdued, except those who were originally of 
their own empire, to a severe servitude ? Can any one be- 
lieve that he wished either for the one or the other of these 
charges ; or that he was desirous to quit the happy independ- 
ent situation in which he stood under the protection of the 
British empire, from any loose, wild, improbable notion of 
mending his condition? My lords, it is impossible. There 
is not one particle of evidence, not one word of this charge 
on record, prior to the publication of Mr. Hastings’s narra- 
tive ; and all the presumptive evidence in the world would 
scai’cely be sufficient to prove the fact, because it is almost 
impossible that it should be true. ^ 

But, my lords, although Mr. Hastings swore to the truth 
of this charge when he came before the House of Commons, 
yet in his narrative he thus fairly and candidly avowed that 
he entertained no such t)pinion at the time. “Every step,” 
says he, “ which I had taken before that fatal moment, namely, 
the flight of Cheit Sing, is an incontrovertible proof that 1 
had formed no design of seizing upon the Rajah’s treasures 
or of deposing him. And certainly at the time wdien I did 
form the design of making the punishment, that his former 
ill conduct deserved, subservient to the exigencies of the 
state, by a large fine, I did not believe him guilty of that 
premeditated project for driving the English out of India, 
with which I afterwards charged him.” Thus then he declares 
upon oath, that the Rajah’s contumacy was the ground of his 
suspecting him of rebellion, and yet when he comes to make 
his defence before the House of Commons, he simply and 
candidly declares, that long after these alleged acts ot contu- 
macy had taken place, he did not believe him to be guilty of 
any such thing as rebellion, and that the fine imposed upon 
him was for another reason and another purpose. 

In page 28 of your printed minutes, he thus declares the 
purpose for which the fine was imposed. “ I can answer 
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CMily to tkis formidable dilemma, that so long as I conceived 
Cheit Sing’s misconduct and contumacy to have me rather 
thatt the Company for its object, at least to be merely the 
efiect of pernicious advice or misguided folly, without any 
formal design of openly resisting our authority or disclaiming 
our sovereignty, i looked upon a considerable fine as suffi- 
cient both for his immediate punishment and for binding him 
to future good behaviour.” 

Here, my lords, the secret comes out. He declares it was 
not for a rebellion or a suspicion of rebellion that he resolved, 
over and above all his exorbitant demands, to take from the 
Hajah d^00,000 (a good stout sum to be taken from a tribut- 
ary power), that it was not for misconduct of this kind that 
he took this sum, but for personal ill behaviour towards him- 
self. I must again beg your lordships to note that he then 
considered the liajah’s contumacy as having for its object not 
the Company, but Warren Hastings, and that he afterwards 
declared publicly to the House of Commons,— and now be- 
fore your lordships, he declares finally and conclusively,— that 
he did believe Cheit Sing to have had the criminal intention 
imputed to him. 

“So long,” says he, “as I conceived Cheit Sing’s miscon- 
duct and contumacy to have me** (in italics as he ordered it 
to be printed) “rather than the Company for its object, so long 
I was satisfied with a fine. I therefore entertained no serious 
thoughts of expelling him or proceeding otherwise to vio- 
lence ; but when he and his people broke out into the most 
atrocious acts of rebellion and murder, when the jus fortioris 
et lex ultima regim were appealed to on his part (and with- 
out any sufficient plea afforded him <5n mine), I from that 
moment considered him as the traitor and criminal described 
in the charge, and no concessions, no humiliations, could ever 
after induce me to settle on him the zemindary of Benares, 
or any other territory, upon any footing whatever,” 

Thus then, my lords, ne has confessed that the era and 
the on\y era of rebellion was when the tumult broke out 
upon the act of violence offered by himself to Cheit Sing ; 
and upon the ground of that tumult, or rebellion as he aSs 
it, he says he never would suffer him to enjoy any territory 
or any right whatever. We have fixed the period of the re- 
bellion tor which ho is supposed to have exacted this fine ; 
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tbis period of rebellion was after tbe exaction of the fine 
itself, so that the fine was not laid for the rebellion, but the 
rebellion broke out in consequence of the fine and the violent 
measure accompanying it. We have established this, and 
the whole human race cannot shake it. He went up the 
country through malice to revenge his own private wrongs, 
not those of the Company. He fixed £600,000 as a mulct 
for an insult ofiTered to liimself, and then a rebellion broke out 
in consequence of his violence. This was the rebellion and 
the only rebellion ; it was Warren Hastings’s rebellion, a re- 
bellion which arose from his own dreadful exaction ; from his 
pride, from his malice and insatiable avarice; a rebellion 
which arose from his abominable tyranny, from his lust of 
arbitrary power, and from his determination to follow the 
examples of Sejah Dowlah, Azoph ul Dowlah, Cossim Ali 
Khfin, Aliverdi Kh&n, and all the gang of rebels who are the 
objects of his imitation. 

My patience^ says he, was exhausted. Your lordships have, 
and ought to have, a judicial patience. Mr. Hastings has 
none of any kind. I hold that patience is one of the great 
\irtue8 of a governor ; it was said of Moses, that he governed 
by patience, and that he was the meekest man upon earth. 
Patience is also the distinguishing character of a judge ; and 
I think your lordships, both with regard to us and with re- 
gard to him, have shown a great d^ of it ; we shall ever 
honour the quality, and if we pretend to say that we have 
had great patience in going through this trial, so your lord- 
ships must have had great patience in hearing it. But this 
man’s patience, as he hims^f tells you, was soon exhausted. 
“I considered,” he says, “the light in which such behaviour 
would have been viewed by his native sovereign, and I re- 
solved he should feel the power be bad so long insulted. 
Forty or fifty lacks of rupees would have been a moderate 
fine for Sujah ul Dowlah to exact ; be who had demanded 
twenty-five lacks for the mere fine of succession, and received 
twenty in hand, and an increased rent tantamount to consid- 
erably above thirty lacks more ; and therefore 1 rejected the 
offer of twenty, with which the Bajah would have compro- 
mised for his guilt when it was too late.*’ 

Now, my lords, observe who his models were, when he in- 
lended to punish this man for an insult on himself. Did he 
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eouftidt the laws ? Did he look to the Institutes of Timour, 
or to those of Ghinges Khd.n ? Did he look to the Hedaia, 
or to any of the approved authorities in this country ? No, 
my lords; he exactly followed the advice which Longinus 
gives to a great writer : — Whenever you have a mind to 
elevate your mind, to raise it to its highest pitch, and even 
to exceed yourself, upon any subject, think how Homer would 
have described it, how Plato would have imagined it, and 
how Demosthenes would have expressed it, and when you 
have so done, you will then, no doubt, have a standard 
which will raise you up to the diguity of anything that 
human genius can aspire to. Mr. Hastings was calling 
upon himself, and raising his mind to tlie dignity of what 
tyranny could do ; what unrighteous exacfciou could per- 
form. He considered, he says, how mueli Sujah Dowlah 
would have exacted, and that he thinks would not be too 
much for him to exact. He boldly avows, I raised my 
mind to the elevation of Sujah Dowlah. I considered what 
(\issim Ali Khan would have done, or Aliverdi Khkn, who 
murdered and robbed so many. I had all this line of great 
examples before me, and 1 asked myself what fine they 
would have exacted upon sucli an occasion. Rut, says he, 
Sujah Dowlah levied a fine of twenty lacks for a right of 
succession. 

Oood God ! my lords, if you are not appalled with the vio- 
lent injustice of arbitrary proceedings, you must feel something 
humiliating at the gross ignorance of men who are in this 
manner playing with the rights of mankind. This man con- 
founds a fine upon succession with a fine of penalty. He 
tjikes advantage of a defect in the technical language of our 
law, which, I am sorry to say, is not in many parts as cor- 
rect in its distiuctious and as wise in its provisions as the Ma* 
homedan law. We use tlie word tim* in three senses ; first, 
as a punishment and penalty ; secondly, as a formal means of 
cutting off by one form the ties of another form, which we 
call levying a fine ; and thirdly, we use the word to signify a 
sum of money payable upon renewal of a lease or copyhold. 
The word has, in eai*h case, a totally difierent sense ; but 
such is the stupidity and barbarism of the prisoner, that he 
confounds these senses, and tells you Sujah Dowlah took 
twenty-five lacks as a fine from Cheit Sing, for the renewal 
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of his semindary, and therefore, as a punishment for nts of* 
fences, he shall take fifty, Suppose any one of your lord- 
ships or of us were to be finod fo)r assault and battorv, or for 
anything else, and it should be said, you paid such a fine 
for a bishop’s lease, you paid such a fine on the purchase of 
an estate ; and therefore? now that you are going to be fined 
for p punishment, we vull take the measure of the fine, not 
from the nature and quality of your ofience, not from the law 
upon the subject or from your ability to pay, but the amount 
of a fine you paid some years ago for an estate shall he the 
measure of your punishment. My lords, what should we say of 
such brutish ignorance, and such shocking confusion of ideas ? 

When this man had elevated his mind according to the 
rules of art, and stimulated himself to great things by great 
examples, he goes on to tell you that he rejected the offer of 
tvs enty lacks with which the Rajah would have compounded 
for his guilt when it was too late. 

Permit me, my lords, to say a few words here, by way of 
referring back all this monstrous heap of violence and absurd- 
ity to some degr/je of principle. Mr. Hastings having com- 
pletely acquitted the Rajah ot any other fault than contumacy, 
and having supposed ^ven that to be only personal to himself, 
he thought a fine of £500,000 would be a proper ])uni8hment. 
Now when ^ny man goes to exact a fine, it presupposes in- 
quiry, charga^ defence, and judgment. It does so in the Ma- 
homedan law ; it does bo in the Gentoo law ; it does so in 
the law of England, in the Roman law, and in the law, I be- 
lieve, of every nation under heaven, except in that law 
which resides in the arbitrary breast of Mr. Hastings, poison- 
ed by the principles and stimulated by the examples of those 
wicked traitors and rebels whom 1 have before described. 
He mentions his intention of levying a fine ; but does lie 
make any mention of having charged the Rajah with his of- 
fences ? It appears that he held an incredible quantity of pri- 
vate correspondence through the various residents, through 
Mr. Graham, Mr, Fowke, Mr, Markham, Mr. Benn, concern- 
ing the affairs of that country. Hid he ever, upon this al- 
leged contumacy (for at present I put the rebellion out of the 
question), inquire the progress of this personal affront offered 
to the Governor-General of Bengal P Hid he ever state it to 
the Rajah, or did he call his vakeel before the council to an* 
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f VC# the charge ? Bid he examine any one person or parti- 
cnlarize a single fact in any manner whatever ? No. liVTiat ' 
then did he do ? Why, my lords, he declared himself the 
person injured, stood forward as the accuser, assumed the 
office of judge, and proceeded to judgment without a party 
before him, without trial, without examination, without prooi. 
He thus directly reversed the order of justice. He determin- 
ed to fine the Eajah when his own patience, as he says, was 
exhausted, not when Justice demanded the punishment. He 
resolved to fine him in the enormous sum ot £500,000. Does 
he inform the council of this determination? No. The 
court of directors ? No. Any one of his confidants ? No, 
not one of them ; not Mr. Palmer, not Mr. Middleton, nor 
any of that legion of secretaries that he had ; nor did he 
even inform Mr. Malcolm of his intentions until he met him 
at Bauglepore. 

In regard to the object of his malice, we only know that 
many letters came from Cheit Sing to Mr. Hastings, in which 
the unfortunate man endeavoured to appease his wrath, and to 
none of which he ever gave an answer. He is an accuser 
preferring a charge and receiving apologies, without giving 
the party an answer ; although he had a crowd of secretaries 
about him, maintained at the expense of the miserable peo- 
ple of Benares, and paid by sums of money drawn fraudu- 
lently from their pocsets. Still not one word of answer was 
given, till he had formed the resolution of exacting a fine, 
and had actually by torture made his victim’s servant dis- 
cover where his master’s treasures lay, in order that he might 
rob him of all his family possessed. Are these the pro- 
ceedings of a British judge ; or are they not rather such as 
are described by Lord Coke — (and these learned gentlemen, 

I dare say, will remember the passage ; it is too striking not 
to bo remembered) as “ ths damned and damnable proceed^ 
ings of a judge in Kelly Such a judge has the prisoner 
at your bar proved himself to be. First, he determines upon 
the punishment, than he prepares the accusation, and then 
by torture and violence endeavours to extort the fine. 

My lords, I must again beg leave to call your attention to 
bis mode of proceeding in this business, tie never entered 
any charge. He never answered any letter. Not that he 
vcm idle. He was carrying on a wicked and clandestine 
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plot for the destruction of the Eajab, under the pretence of 
this fine ; although the plot ■«^as not known, I verily believe, 
to any European at the time. He does not pretend that he 
told any one of the Company’s servants of his intentions of 
fining the Bajah, but that some hostile project against him 
had been formed hj Mr. Hastings was perfectly well known 
to the natives. Mr. Hastings tells you that Cheit Sing had 
a vakeel at Calcutta, whose business it was to leam the ge- 
neral transactions of our government, and the most minute 

E articulars which could, in any manner, alFect the interest of 
is employer. 

I must here tell your lordships, that there is no court in 
Asia, from the highest to the lowest, no petty sovereign, that 
does not both employ and receive what they call hircarrahs, 
or in other words, persons to collect and to communicate 
political intelligence. These men are received with the 
state and in the rank of ambassadors ; they have their place 
in the Durbar, and their business as authorized spies is as 
well known there as that qf ambassadors extraordinary and 
ordinary in the courts of Europe. Mr. Hastings had a pub- 
lic spy m the person of the resident, at Benares, and he had 
a private spy there in another person. The spies employed 
by the native powers had, by some means, come to the 
knowledge of Mr. Hastings’s clandestine and wicked inten- 
tions towards this unhappy man, Cheit Sing, and his unhap- 
py country, and of his designs for the destruction and the 
utter ruin of both. He has himself told you, and he has got 
Mr. Anderson to vouch it, that he had received proposals for 
the sale of this miserable man and his country. And from 
whom did he receive these proposals, my lords r Why, from 
the Nabob, Azoph ul Dowlan, to whom he threatened to 
transfer both the person of the Bajah and his zemindary if he 
did not redeem himself by some pecuniary sacrifice. Now 
Azoph ul Dowlah, as appears by the minutes on your lord- 
ships’ table, was at that time a bankrupt. He was in debt 
to the Company tenfold more than he could pay, and all his 
revenues were sequestered for that debt. He was a person of 
the last degree of indolence, with the last degree of rapacity. 
A man, of whom Mr. Hastings declared, that he had wasted 
and destroyed by his misgovemment the fairest provinces 
upon earth ; that not a person in bis dominiora was secure 
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from hia violence, and that even his own father could not 
ei^'oy his life and honour in safety under him. This avari-* 
clous bankrupt tyrant, who had beggared and destroyed his 
own subjects, and could not pay his debts to the English 
government, was the man with whom Mr. H&stings was in 
treaty to deliver up Cbeit Sing and his country, under pre- 
tence of his not having paid regularly to the Company those 
customary payments, which the tyrant would probably have 
never paid at all, if he had been put in possession of the 
country. This I mention to illustrate Mr. Hastings’s plans 
of economy and finance, without considering the injustice 
and crue lty of delivering up a man to the hereditary enemy 
of his family. 

It is known, my lords, that Mr. Hastings, besides having 
received proposals for d€divering up the beautiful country of 
Benares, that garden of God, as it is styled in India, to that 
monster, that rapacious tyrant, Azoph ul Dowlah, who, with 
his gang of mercenary troops, had desolated his own country 
like swarm of locusts, — had purposed, likewise, to seize 
Cheit Sing’s own patrimonial forts, which was nothing less 
than to take from him the residence of his women and his 
children, the seat of his honour, the place in which the re- * 
inaining treasures and last hopes of his family were centered. 
By the Gentoo law, every lord or supreme magistrate is bound 
to construct and to live in such a fort. It is the usage of 
India, and is a matter of state and dignity, as well as of pro- 
priety, reason, and defence. It was probably an apprehension 
of being injured in this tender point, as well as a knowledge 
of the proposal made by the Nabob, which induced Cheit 
8ing to ofler to buy himself off ; although it does not ap- 
|>ear from any part of the evidence that he assigned any 
other reason than that of Mr, Hastings intending to exact 
from him six livcks of rupees over and above his other ex- 
actions. 

Mr.. Hastings indeed almost acknowledges the existence of 
this plot against the Itajah, and his being the author of it. 
He says, without any deni^ of the fact, that the Bajah sus- 
pected some strong acts to be intended against him, anrti 
therefore asked Mr. Markham whether he could not buy 
them off, and obtain IVfr, Hastings’s favour by the payment 
of £200,000. Mr. Markham gave, as his opinion^ that 



WAEBEi HASTHSrGS, 


23 


£200fi00 waa npt sufficient ; and the next day the Eajah 
offered £20,000 more, in all £220,000. The negotiation, 
however, broke off ; and why ? Not, as Mr. Markham says 
he conjectured, because the Eajah had learned that Mr. Hast- 
ings had no longer an intention of imposing these six lacks, 
or something to that effect, and therefore retracted his offer ; 
but because that offer had been rejected by Mr. Hastings. 

Let us hear what reason the man who was in the true 
secret gives for not accepting the Rajah’s offer. “ I rejected,” 
says Mr. Hastings, “ the offer of twenty lacks, with which 
the Rajah would nave compromised for his guilt when it was 
too late.” My lords, he best knows what the motives of his 
own actions were. He says, the offer was made “ when it 
was too late.” Had he previously told the Rajah what sum 
of money he would be required to pay, in order to buy him- 
self off; or had he requested him to name any sum which he 
was willing to pay ? Did he, after having refused the offer 
made by the Rajah, say, Come, and make me a better offer, 
or upon such a day I shall declare that your offers arc^ inad- 
missible ? No such thing appears. Your lordships will fur- 
ther remark, that Mr. Hastings refused the £200,000 at a 
time when the exigencies of the Company were so pressing, • 
that he was obliged to rob, pilfer, and steal upon every side ; 
at a time when he was borrowing £40,000 from Mr. Sulli- 
van in one morning, and raising by other under jobs £27,000 
more. In the distress which his own extravagance and prodi- 
gality had involved him, £200,000 would have been a 
weighty benefit, although derived from his villany; but 
this relief he positively refused, because, says he, the offer 
came too late. From these words, my lords, we may infer, 
that there was a time when the offer would not have been 
“ too late ; ” — a period at which it W' ould have been readily 
accepted. No such thing appears. There is not a trace upon 
your minutes, not a trace in the correspondence of the Com- 
pany, to prove that the Ra,jah would at any time have been 
permitted to buy himself off from this complicated tyranny. 

1 have already stated a curious circumstance in this pro- 
ceeding, to which I must again beg leave to direct your lord- 
ships’ attention, Does it anywhere appear in that corre- 
spondence, or in the testimony of Mr. ^enn, of Mr. Markham, 
or of any human being, that Mr. Hastings had ever told 
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Chie& Sing with what sum he should be satisfied ? l^erie 
is evidence before you directly in proof that they did net 
know the amount. Not one person knew what his inten- 
tion was when he refused this £200,000. For when he 
met Mr. Markham at Bauglepore, and for the first time men- 
tioned the sum of £500, (XK) as the fine he meant to exact, 
Mr. Markham was astonished and confounded at its magni- 
tude. He tells you this himself. It appears, then, that 
neither Cheit Sing nor the resident at Benares (who ought 
to have been in the secret, if upon such an occasion secrecy 
is allowable) ever knew what the terms were. The Eajah 
was in the dark ; he was left to feel, blindfold, how much 
mon^ could relieve him from the iniquitous intentions of 
Mr. Hasting; and at last he is told that his offer comes 
tbO late, without having ever been told the period at which 
it would have been well timed, or the amount it was pro- 
posed to take from him. Is this, my lords, the proper way 
to adjudge a fine ? 

Tonr lordships will now be pleased to advert to the man- 
ner in which he defends himself and these proceedings. He 
says, “ I rejected this offer of twenty lacks, with which the 
Bajah would have compromised for his guilt when it was too 
late.** If by these words he means too late to answer the 
purpose for which he has said the fine was designed, namely, 
the relief of the Company, the ground of his defence is ab- 
solutely false, for it is notorious that at the time referred 
to the Company’s afiairs were in the greatest distress. 

I will next call your lordships* attention to the projected 
sale of Benares to the Nabob of Oude. “ If,** says Mr. 
Hastings, “ I ever talked of selling the Company’s sove- 
reignty over Benares to the Nabob of Oude, it was but in 
terrorem ; and no subsequent act of mine warrants the sup- 
position of my having seriously intended it.” And in an- 
other place he saye, “If I ever threatened.” — Your lordships 
will remark, that he puts hypothetically a matter, the reality 
of which he has got to be solemnly declared on an affidavit, 
and in a narrative to the truth of which he has deposed upon 
oath. “ If I ever threatened,” says he, “ to dispossess the 
Bajah of his territories, it is no more than what my prede- 
cessors (without rebuke from their superiors, or notice taken 
of the expression) had wished and intended to have done to 
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lii» &th6r, eyen when the Company had no pretensions to 
the sdvereignty of the country. It is no more than such a 
legal act of sovereignty as his behaviour justified, and as I 
was justified in by the intentions of my predecessors. If I 
pretended to seize upon his forts, it was in full conviction 
that a dependent on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, 
and protected in his country by the Company’s arms, had no 
occa^on for forts ; had no nght to them, and could hold them 
for no other than suspected and rebellious purposes. None 
of the Company’s other zemindars are permitted to maintain 
them ; and even our ally, the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the 
Company’s troops in all his garrisons. Policy and public 
safety absolutely require it. What state could exist, that 
allowed its inferior members to hold forts and garrisons in- 
dependent of the superior administration ? It is a solecism 
in government to suppose it.” 

Here then, my lords, he first declares that this was merely 
done in terrorem ; that he never intended to execute the 
abominable act. And will your lordships patiently e^jdure 
that such terrific threats as these shall be hung, by your Go- 
vernor in India, over the unhappy people that are subject to 
him, and protected by British faith ? Will you permit that, 
for the purpose of extorting money, a Governor shall hold 
out the terrible threat of delivering a tributary prince and 
his people, bound hand and foot, into the power oi their per- 
fidious enemies ? 

The terror occasioned by threatening to take from him his 
forts can only be estimated by considering that, agreeably 
to the religion and prejudices of Hindoos, the forts are the 
places in which their women are lodged •, in which, according 
to their notions, their honour is deposited,, and in which is 
lodged all the wealth that they can save against an evil day, 
to purchase off the vengeance of an enemy. These forts, 
Mr. Hastings says, he intended to take, because the Bajah 
could hold them for no other than rebellious and suspected 
purposes. Now I will show your lordships, that the man 
who has the horrible audacity to make this declaration did 
himself assign to the Bajah these very forts. He put him in 
possession of them ; and when there was a dispute about the 
Nabob’s rights to them on the one side, and the Company’s 
on the other, did confirm them to this man. !rhe paper swl 
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be produced, that you may have before your eyes the gross 
OOHlTHdictions into which his rapacity and acts of arbitrary 
power have betrayed him. Thank God, my lords, men that 
ere greatly guilty are never wise. I repeat it, men that are 
greatly guilty are never wise. In their defence of one crime 
thejr are sure to meet the ghost of some former defence, 
which, like the spectre in Virgil, drives them back. The 
prisoner at your bar, like the hero of the poet, when he at- 
tempts to make his escape by one evasion, is stopped by the 
appearance of some former contradictory averment. If he 
attempts to escape by one door, there his criminal allegations 
of one kind stop him ; if he attempts to escape at another, 
the facts and allegations intended for some other wicked 
purpose stare him full in the face. 

Qtmcunque viam sibi fraude petivit 
Successum Dea dira negat. 

The paper I hold in my hand contains Nundcomar’s ac- 
cusation of Mr. Hastings. It consists of a variety of charges ; 
and I will first read to you what is said by undcomar of 
these forts, which it is pretended could be held for none but 
suspicious and rebellious purposes. 

“ At the time Mr. Hastings was going to Benares, he de- 
sired me to give him an account in writing of any lands 
which, though properly belonging to the Subah of Bahar, 
might have come under the dominion of Bulwant Sing, that 
they might be recovered from his son Eajah Cheit Sing. The 
pergunnahs of Kera, Mungrora, and Bidjigur were exactly in 
this situation, having been usurped by Bulwant Sing from 
the Subah of Bahar. I accordingly delivered to Mr. Hast- 
ings the accounts of them from the entrance of the Com- 
pBiWy upon the dewanny to the year 1179 of the Fussel era, 
stated at twenty-four lacks. Mr. Hastings said, ‘ Give a copy 
of this to Boy Radha Chum, that if Cheit Sing is backward 
in acknowledging this claim, Radha Chum may answer and 
confute him.’ Why Mr. Hastings when he arrived at ]^- 
nares, and had called Rajah Cheit Sing before him, left these 
countries still in the Rajah’s usurpations it remains with Mir* 
Hasting to explain,” 

This 18 Nuugcomar’s charge ; here follows Mr. Hastings’s 
reply : ** I recollect an information given me by Nundcomar, 
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concemiBg the pretended usurpations made bj the Eajah of 
Benares of the pergunnahs of Kera, Mui^ora, and Bidji- 
gur.’* Tour lordships will recollect that Bidjigur is one of 
those very forts whi^ he declares could not be held but for 
suspicious and rebellious purposes. “ I do not recollect his 
mentioning it again, when I set out from Benares, neither did 
I ever intimate the subject either to Cheit Sing or his minis- 
ters, because I knew I could not support the claim : and to 
have made it and dropped it would have been in every sense 
dishonourable. Not that I passed by it with indifference or 
inattention. I took pains to investigate the foundation of 
this title, and recommended it to the particular inquiry of Mr. 
Vansittart, who was the chief of Patna, at the time in which 
I received the first intimation. The following letter and 
voucher, which I received from him, contain a complete state- 
ment of this pretended usurpation.” 

These vouchers will answer our purpose, fully to establish 
that in his opinion the claim of the English government upon 
those forts was at that time totally imtounded, and so absurd 
that he did not even dare to mention it. This fort of Bidji- 
gur, the most considerable in the country, and of which we 
shall have much to say hereafter, is the place in which Cheit 
Sing had deposited his women and family. That fortress 
did Mr. Hastings himself give to this very man, deciding in 
his favour as a judge upon an examination, and after an in- 
quiry : and yet he now declares that he had no right to it, 
and that he could not hold it but for wicked and rebellious 
purposes. But, my lords, when he changed this language, he 
nad resolved to take away these forts, — to destroy them,-— to 
root the Eajah out of every place of refuge — out of every 
secure place in which he could hide his head, or screen him- 
self from the rancour, revenge, avarice, and malice of his ruth- 
less foe. He was resolved to have them, although he had, 
upon the fullest conviction of the Eajah’ s right, given them 
to this very man, and put him into the absolute possession of 
them. 

Again, my lords, did he, when Cheit Sing, in 1775, was 
put in possession by the potta of the Governor- General and 
council, which contains an enumeration of the names of all 
the places which were given up to him, and consequently of 
ibis among the rest,— did he, either before he put the quee- 
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tion in council upon that potta, or afterwards, tell the coun* 
cil they were going to put forts into the man’s hands, to 
which he had no riglit, and which could be held only for re- 
bellious and suspected purposes ? We refer your lordships 
to the places in which all these transactions are mentioned, 
and you will there find Mr. Hastings took no one exception 
whatever against them ; nor, till he was resolved upon the 
destruction of this unhappy man, did he ever so much as 
mention them. It was not till then that he discovers the 
possession of these forts by the Eajah to be a solecism in 
government. 

After quoting the noble examples of Sujah Dowlah, and 
the other persons whom I have mentionedf to you, he pro- 
ceeds to say that some of his predecessors, without any pre- 
tensions to sovereign authority, endeavoured to get these mrts 
into their possession; and “I was justified,” says he, “by 
the intention of my predecessors.” Merciful God ! if any- 
thing can surpass what he has said before, it is this ; my pre- 
decejsors, without any title of sovereignty, without any right 
whatever, wushed to get these forts into their power; I 
therefore have a right to do what they wished to do ; and I 
am justified, not by the acts, but by the intentions of my 
predecessors. At the same time he Knows that these prede- 
cessors had been reprobated by the Company for this part of 
their proceedings ; he knew that he was sent there to intro- 
duce a better system, and to put an end to this state of ra- 
pacity. Still, whatever his predecessors wisKedy however 
unjust and violent it might be, when the sovereignty came 
into his hands, he maintains that he had a right to do all 
which they were desirous of accomplishing. Thus the enor- 
mities formerly practised, which the Company sent him to 
cor^t, became a sacred standard for his imitation. 

xour lordships will observe that he slips in the word 
scvereigntgy and forgets compact ; because it is plain, and 
your lordships must perceive it, that wherever he uses the 
word sovereignty, he uses it to destroy the authority of all 
compacts ; and accordingly in the passage now before us he 
declares that there is an invalidity in all compacts entered 
into in India, from the nature, state, and constitution of that 
empire. From the disorderly form of its government,” says 
he, " there is an invalidity in all compacts and treaties what- 
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ever.” Persona who had no treaty* with the Bajah wished, 
says he, to rob him: therefor^ I, who have a treaty with 
him, and call myself his sovereign, have a right to realize all 
their wishes. 

But the fact is, lords, that his predecessors never did 
propose to deprive Bulwant Sing, the father of Cheit Sing, 
of his zemindary. They, indeed, wished to have had the 
dewanny transferred to them in the manner it has since been 
transferred to the Company. They wished to receive his 
rents, and to be made an intermediate party between him 
and the Mogul emperor, his sovereign. — These predecessors 
had entered into no compact with the man ; they were ne- 
gotiating with his sovereign for the transfer of the dewanny 
or stewardship of the country, which transfer was after- 
wards actually executed ; but they were obliged to give the 
country itself back again to Bulwant Sing, with a guarantee 
a|;ain8t all the pretensions of Sujah Dowlah, who had t 3 rran- 
nically assumed an arbitrary power over it. This power the 
predecessors of Mr. Hastings might also have wished tp as- 
sume : and he may therefore say, according to the mode of 
reasoning which he has adopted, whatever they wished to 
do, but never succeeded in doing, I may and ought to do of 
my own will. Whatever fine Sujah Howlah would have 
exacted I will exact. I will penetrate into that tiger’s bosom, 
and discover the latent seeds of rapacity and injustice which 
lurk there, and I will make him the subject of my imitation. 

These are the principles upon which, without accuser, 
without judge, without inquiry, he resolved to lay a fine of 
£500,000 on Cheit Sing ! 

In order to bind himself to a strict fulfilment of this reso- 
lution he has laid down another very extraordinary doctrifie. 
He has laid it down as a sort of canon (in injustice and cqr- 
ruption), that whatever demand, whether just or unjust, a 
man declares his intention of making upon another, he should 
exact the precise sum which he has determined upon, and 
that if he takes anything less, it is a proof of corruption. “ I 
have,” says he, "shown by this testimony, that I never in- 
tended to make any communication to Cheit Sing, of taking 
less than the fifty lacks, which in my own mind I had re- 
solved to exact.” And he adds, " I shall make my last and 
solemn appeal to the breast of every man who shall read this, 
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Wither it is likely, or jnorally possible, that I should hare 
tied down, my own future conduct to so decided a process and 
series of acts, if I had secretly intended to threaten, or to use 
a degree of violence, for no other purpose than to draw from 
the object of it a mercenary atonement for my own private 
emolument, and suffer all this tumult to terminate in an os- 
tensible and unsubstantial submission to the authority which 
1 represented.** 

He had just before said,* “ If 1 ever talked of selling the 
Company*8 sovereignty to the Nabob of Oude, it was only in 
terrorem.** In the face of this assertion, he here gives you 
to understand he never held out anything in terrorem^ but 
what he intended to execute. But we will show you that in 
fact he had reserved to himself a power of acting pro re 
natd : and that ho intended to compound or not, just as an- 
swered his purposes upon this occasion. “ I admit,” he says, 
“ that I did not enter it ** (the intention of fining Cheit Sing) 
“ on the consultations, because it was not necessary ; even 
this rplan itself of the fine was not a fixed plan, but to be 
regulated by circumstances, both as to the substantial exei 
lion of it and the mode.” Now here is a man who has give 
it in a sworn narrative that he did not intend to have a fai * 
thing less. Why ? “ Because 1 should have menaced anc 
done as in former times has been done ; made great and vio- 
lent demands which I reduced afterw ards for my own corrupt 
purposes.*’ Yet he tells you in the course of the same de- 
ience, but in another paper, that he had no fixed plan, that 
he did not know w'hetlu*r he should exact a fine at all, or 
what should be his mode of executing it. 

My lords, wdiat shall we say to this man, who declares 
tlilt it w*ould he a proof of corruption not to exact the full 
sum which he had threatened to exact, but w ho finding that 
this doctrine would press hard upon him, and be considered 
as a proof of cruelty aud injustice, turns round and declares 
he had no intention of exacting anything ? What shall wre 
say to a man who thus reserves his determination, who 
threatens to sell a tributary prince to a tyrant, and cannot 
decide whether bo should take from him his forte, and pillage 
him of all he had ; whether he should raise £500,000 upon 
him, whether he sliould accept the £220,000 offered (which 
by the way we never knew of till long after the whole trails* 
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action), whether he should do any or all of those thin^, and 
then by his own account going up to Benares, without having 
resolved anything upon this important subject P 

My lords, I will now assume the hypothesis that he at last 
discovered sufficient proof of rebellious practices ; still even 
this gave him no right to adduce such rebellion in justi- 
fication of resolutions which he had taken, of acts which he 
had done, before he knew anything of its existence. To 
such a plea we answer, and your lordships will every one of 
you answer, you shall not by a subsequent discovery of re- 
bellious practices, which you did not know at the time, and 
which you did not even believe, as you have expressly told 
us here, justify your conduct prior to that discovery. 

If the conspiracy which he falsely imputes to Cheit Sing, 
if that wild scheme of driving the English out of India had 
existed, think in what miserable circumstances we stand as 
prosecutors and your lordships as judges, if we admit a dis- 
covery to be pleaded in justification of antecedent acts, found- 
ed upon the assumed existence of that which he had no^ort 
of proof, knowledge, or belief of! 

My lords, w’e shall now proceed to another circumstance, 
'not less culpable in itself, though less shocking to your feel- 
ings, than those to which I have already called your atten- 
tion ; a circumstance which throws a strong presumption of 
guilt upon every part of the prisoner’s conduct. Having 
formed all these infernal plots in his mind, but uncertain 
which of them he should execute, uncertain what sums of 
money he should extort, whether he should deliver up the 
Eajah to his enemy, or piUage his forts ; he goes up to Be- 
nares; but he first delegates to himself all the powers of 
government, both civil and military, in the countries which he 
w’as going to visit. 

My lords, we have asserted in our charge, that this delega- 
tion and division of power was illegal. He invested himself 
with this authority ; for he was the majority in the council. 
Mr. Wheler’s consent or dissent signifying nothing. He gave 
himself powers which the act of parliament did not give him. 
He went up to Benares with an illegal commission, civil and 
military ; and to prove this I shall beg leave to read the pro- 
visions of the act of parliament. I shall show what the 
oieature ought to be, by showing the law of the creator; 
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wlkat tbe legislature of Great Britain meant that Govcmop 
Hastings should be, not what he made himself. 

[Mr. Burke then read the seventh section of the act.] 

Now we do deny that there is by this act given, or 
that imder this act there can be given, to the government of 
India a power of dividing its unity into two parts, each of 
which shall separately be a unity, and possess the power 
given to the whole. Yet, my lords, an agreement was made 
between him and Mr. Wheler that he (Mr. Hastings) should 
have every power civil and military, in the upper provinces, 
and that Mr. Wheler should enjoy equal authority in the 
lower ones. 

Now, to show you that it is impossible for such an agree- 
ment to be legal, we must refer you to the constitution of the 
Company’s government. The whole power is vested in the 
council, where all questions are to be decided by a majority 
of voices, and the members are directed to record in the 
minutes of their proceedings not only the questions decided, 
but J;he grounds upon which each individual member founds 
his vote. Now although the council is competent to delegate 
its authority for any specific purpose to any servant of the 
Company, yet to admit that it can delegate its authority 
generally, without reserving the means of deliberation and 
control, would be to change the whole constitution. By such 
a proceeding the government may be divided into a number 
of independent governments, without a common deliberative 
council and control. This deliberative capacity, which is so 
strictly guarded by the obligation of recording its consulta- 
tions, would be totally annihilated if the council divided itself 
into independent parts, each acting according to its own dis- 
cretion. There is no similar instance in law, there is no simi- 
lar instance in policy. The conduct of these men implies a 
direct contradiction, and you will see, by the agreement they 
made to support each other, that they were themselves con- 
scious of the illegality of this proceeding. 

After Mr. Hastings had conferred absolute power upon 
himself during his stay in the upper provinces, oy an order 
of council (of which council he was himself a majority) ho 
entered the following minute in the consultations : “ The 
Guvernor-Qeneral delivers in the following minute. In mv 
minute which I laid before the court on the 21st of May, 1 
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expressed the satisfaction with which I could at this junc- 
ture leave the presidency, fro»n the mutual confidence which 
was happily established between Mr. Wheler and me. I now 
readily repeat that sentiment, and observe with pleasure that 
Mr. W heler confirms it. Before my departure, it is proba- 
ble that we shall in concert ha^e provided at the board for 
almost every important circumstance that can eventually hap- 
pen during my absence ; but if any should o6cur for which 
no pre\nous provision shall have been made in the resolutions 
of the board, Mr. Wheler may act with immediate decision 
and with the fullest confidence of my support in all such 
emergencies, as well as in conducting the ordinary business 
of the presidency, and in general in all matters of this govern- 
ment, excepting those which may specially or generally be 
entrusted to me. Mr. Wheler during my absence may con- 
sider himself as possessed of the full powers of the Ghovemor- 
General and council of this government, as in effect he is by 
the constitution ; and he may be assured that so far as my 
sanction and concurrence shall be or be deemed necessary to 
the confirmation of his measures, he shall receive them.** 

Now here is a compact of iniquity between these two 
duumvirs. They each give to the other the full, complete, 
and perfect powers of the government, and, in order to secure 
themselves against any obstacles that might arise, they mutu- 
ally engage to ratify each other’s acts ; and they say, this is 
not illegal, because Lord Cornwallis has had such a deputa- 
tion. I must first beg leave to observe, that no man can jus- 
tify himself in doing any illegal act by its having been done 
by another ; much less can he justify his own illegal act by 
pleading an act of the same kind done subsequently to his 
act ; because the latter may have been done in consequence 
of his bad example. Men justify their acta in two ways, by 
law and by precedent ; the former asserts the right, the latter 
presumes it from the example of others. But can any man 
lustify an act, because ten or a dozen years after another man 
has done the same thing ? Good Heavens ! was there ever 
such a doctrine before heard ? Suppose Lord Cornwallis to 
have done wrong j suppose him to have acted illegally ; does 
that clear the prisoner at your bar? No ; on the contrary, it 
aggravates his offence, because he has afforded others an ex- 
ample of corrupt and illegal conduct. But if even Lord 
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Cornwallis liad preceded, instead of following him, the ex* 
ample would not have furnished a justification. There is no 
resemblance in the cases. Lord Cornwallis does not hold his 
goremment by the act of 1773, but by a special act made 
afterwards; and therefore to attempt to justify acts done 
under one form of appointment by acts done under another 
form is to the last degree wild and absurd. 

Lord Cornwallis was going to conduct a war of great mag- 
nitude, and was consequently trusted with extraordinary pow- 
ers. He went in the two characters of governor and com- 
inander-in-ohief, and yet the legislature was sensible of the 
doubtful validity of a governor-general* s carrying with him 
the whole powers of the council. But Mr. Hastings was not 
commander-in-chief, when he assumed the whole military as 
well as civil power. Lord Cornwallis, as I have just said, 
was not only commander-in-chief, but was going to a great 
war, where he might have occasion to treat with the country 
powers in a civil capacity ; and yet so doubtful was the legis- 
lature upon this point, that they passed a special act to con- 
firm that delegation, and to give him a power of acting under 
it. 

My lords, we do further contend, that Mr. Hastings had no 
right to assume the character of commander-in-chief ; for he 
was no military man, nor was he appointed by the Company 
to that trust. His assumption of the military authority was 
a gross usurpation. It was an authority to which he would 
have had no right if the whole powers of government were 
vested in him, and he had carried his council with him on 
his horse. If, I say, Mr. Hastings had his council on his 
crupper, he could neither have given those powers to himself^ 
nor made a partition of them with Mr. Wheler. Could Lord 
Cornwallis, for instance, who carried with him the power of 
commander-in-chief, and authority to conclude treaties with 
all the native powers, — could he, I ask, have left a council 
behind him in Calcutta with equ^ powers, who might have 
concluded treaties in direct contradiction to those m which 
he was engaged ? Clearly he could not ; therefore I contend 
that this partition of power, which supposes an integral au^' 
thority in each councillor, is a monster that cannot exist. 
This tne parties themselves felt so strongly, that they were 
oblip^ed to have recourse to a strata^^em scarcely less absurd 
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than then* divided assmnption of power. Hiey entered into 
a compact to confirm each other’s acts, and to support each 
other m whatever they did ; thus attempting to ^ve their 
sep^te acts a legal fotm. 

1 have further to remark to your lordships, what has just 
been suggested to me, that it was for the express purpose of 
legalizing Lord Cornwallis’s delegation that he was made 
commander-in-chief as well as governor-general by the act. 

The next plea urged by Mr. Hastings is conveniency. 
** It was convenient^' he says, “ for me to do this.” I answer, 
no person acting with delegated power can delegate that 
power to another. Deleqatue non potest delegare^ is a maxim 
of law ; much less has he a right to supersede the law and 
the principle of his own delegation and appointment, upon 
any idea of convenience. But what was the conveniency ? 
There was no one professed object connected with Mr. 
Hastings’s going up to Bena^s, which might not as well have 
been attained in Calcutta. The only difference would have 
been, that, in the latter case, he must have entered some'part 
of his proceedings upon the consultations, whether he wished 
it or not. If he hacl a mind to negotiate with the vizier, he 
had a resident at his court, and the vizier had a resident in 
Calcutta. The most solemn treaties had often been made 
without anjr governor-general carrying up a delegation of 
civil and militaiy power. If it had been his object to break 
treaties, he might liave broken them at Calcutta, as he broke 
the treaty of Chunar, Is there an article in that treaty that 
he might not as well have made at Calcutta P Is there an 
article that he broke (for he broke them all), that he could 
not have broken at Calcutta ? So that whether pledging or 
breaking the faith of the Company, he might have done both 
or either without ever stirring from the presidency. 

I can conceive a necessity so urgent as to supersede all 
laws ; but I have no conception of a necessity that can re- 
quire two govemors-general, each forming separately a su- 
nreme council. Hay, to bring the point home to him,— if he 
nad a mind to make Cheit Sing to pay a fine, as he called it, 
he could have made him do ^at at Calcutta, as well as at 
Benares. He had before contrived to make him pay all the 
extra demands that were imposed upon him ; and he well 
knew that bo could send Colonel Camac, or somebody else^ 
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to Benares, with a body of troops to enforce the payment. 
“Wniy then did he go to try experiments there in his own 
person ? For this plain reason ; — that he might be enabled 
^0 pat such sums in his own pocket as he thought fit. It was 
not and could not be for any other purpose ; and I defy the 
wit of man to find out any other. 

He says, my lords, that Cheit Sing might have resisted, and 
that if he had not been there, the Rajah might have fled with 
his money, or raised a rebellion for the purpose of avoiding 
pgrment. Why then, we ask, did he not send an army ? 
We ask, whether Mr. Markham, with an army under the com- 
mand of Colonel Popham, or Mr. Fowke, or any other resi- 
dent, was not much more likely to exact a great sum of money 
than Mr. Hastings without an army ? My lords, the answer 
must be in the affirmative ; it is therefore evident that no 
necessity could exist for his presence, and that his presence 
and conduct occasioned his beiim defeated in this matter. 

We find this man armed wira an illegal commission, un- 
dertaking an enterprise which he has since said was perilous ; 
which proved to be perilous, and in which, as he has told us 
himself, the existence of the British empire in India was in- 
volved. The talisman (your lordships will remember his use 
of the word), that charm which kept all India in order, which 
kept mighty and warlike nations under the government of a 
few Englishmen, would, I verily believe, have been broken 
for ever, if he, or any other governor-general, good or bad, 
hod been killed. Infinite mischiefs would have followed such 
an event. The situation in w^hich he placed himself by his 
own misconduct was pregnant with danger; and he put 
himself in the way of that danger, without having any armed 
force worth mentioning, although he has acknowledged that 
Cheit Sing had then an immense force. In fact, the demand 
of two thousand cavalry proves that he considered the Rajah’s 
army to be formidable ; yet, notwithstanding this, with four 
companies of sepoys, poorly armed and ill-provisioned, he 
went to invade that fine country, and to force from its sove- 
reign a sum of money, the payment of which he had reason 
to think would be resisted. He thus rashly hazarded his own 
being, and the being of all his people. 

But, says he, I did not imagine the Rajah intended to go 
into rebellion, and therefore went unarmed-** Why then was 
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his presence necessary ? why did he not send an order from 
Calcutta for the payment o* the money ? But what did he 
do when he got there ? “I was alarmed,** says he, “ for the 
Eajah surrounded my budgerow with two thousand men — 
that indicated a hostile disposition.** Well, if he did so, what 
precaution did Mr. Hastings take for his own safety ? AVhy 
none, my lords, none ; he must therefore have been either a 
madman, a fool, or a determined declarer of falsehood. Either 
he thought there was no danger, and therefore no occasion for 
providing against it, or he was the w orst of governors ; the 
most culpably improvident of his personal safety, of the 
lives of his officers and men, and of his country’s honour. 

The demand of £500,000 was a thing likely to irritate the 
Bajah and to create resistance. In fact he confesses this. 
Mr. Markham and he had a discourse upon that subject, and 
agreed to arrest the Eajah, because they thought the enforcing 
this demand might drive him to his forts, and excite a rebel- 
lion in the country. He therefore knew there was danger to 
be apprehended from this act of violence ; and yet, knowing 
this, he sent one unarmed resident to give the orders, and 
four unarmed companies of sepoys to support him. He pro- 
vokes the people ; he goads them with every kind of insult, 
added to every kind of injury, and then rushes into the vary 
jaws of danger, provoking a formidable foe by the display of 
a puny, insignificant force. 

In expectation of danger, he seized the person of the Eajah, 
and he pretends that the B^jah suffered no disgrace from his 
arrest. But, my lords, we have proved what was stated by 
the Eajah, and was well known to Mr. Hastings, that to im- 
prison a person of elevated station, in that country, is to sub- 
ject him to the highest dishonour and disgrace ; and would 
make the person so imprisoned utterly unfit to execute the 
functions of government ever after. 

I have now to state to your lordships a transaction which 
is worse than his wantonly playing with the safety of the 
Company, worse than his exacting sums of money by fraud 
and violence. My lords, the histoiy of this transaction must 
be prefaced by describing to your lordships the duty and 
privileges attached to the office of naib, A naib is an officer 
well known in India, as the administrator of the affairs of an^jr 
government, whenever the authority of the regular holder is 
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sttspeiided. But although the naib acts only as a deputy, 
yet, when the power of the principal is totally superseded, as 
oy imprisonment or otherwise, and that of the naib is substi- 
tuted, he becomes the actual sovereign, and the principal is 
reduced to a mere pensioner. I am now to show your lord- 
ships whom Mr. Hastings appointed as naib to the government 
of the country, after he had imprisoned the Rajah. 

Cheit Sing had given him to understand through Mr. 
Markham, that he was aware of the design of suspending 
him, and of placing his government in the hands ot a naib 
whom he greatly dreaded. This person was called Oossaun 
Sing ; he was a remote relation of the family, and an object 
of their peculiar suspicion and terror. The moment Cneit 
Sing was arrested, he found that his prophetic soul spoke 
truly ; for Mr. Hastings actually appointed this very man to 
be his master. And who was this man? We are told by 
Mr. Markham, in his evidence here, that he was a man who 
had dishonoured his family ; he was the disgrace of his house ; 
that Jie was a person who could not be trusted ; and Mr. 
Hastings, in giving Mr. Markham full power afterwards to 
appoint naibs, expressly excepted this Oossaun Sing from all 
trust whatever, as a person totally unworthy of it. Yet this 
Oossaun Sing, the aisgrace and calamity of his family, an 
incestuous adulterer, and a supposed issue of a guilty con- 
nection, was declared naib. Yes, my lords, this degraded, 
this wicked, and flagitious characttjr, the Rajah’s avowed 
enemy, was, in order to heighten the l^jah’s disgrace, to em- 
bitter his ruin, to make destruction itself dishonourable as well 
as destructive, appointed this naib. Thus when Mr. Hast- 
ings had imprisoned the Rajah in the face of his subjects, and 
in the face of all India, without fixing any term for the dura- 
tion of his imprisonment, he deliver^ up the country to a 
man whom he knew to be utterly undeserving; a man 
whom he kept in view for the purpose of frightening the 
Bi^ah, and whom he w as obliged to aeposo on account of his 
misconduct, almost as soon as he had named him, and to 
exclude specially from all kind of trust. We have heard of 
much tjnranny, avarice, and insult in the world, but such an 
instance of tyranny, avarice, and insult combined has never 
before been exhibit^. 

We are now come to the last scene of this flagitious trails- 
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action. When Mr. Hastings imprisoned the Bajah, he did 
not renew his demand for the £500,000 ; but he exMbited a 
regular charge of various pretended dolinq^uencies against him, 
digested into heads, and he called on him, in a mlatorj, ir- 
regular way of proceeding, for an answer. The man, under 
eveiy difficulty and every distress, gave an answer to every 
particular of the charge, as exact and punctilious as could have 
oeen made to articles of impeachment in this House. 

I must here request your lordships to consider the order of 
these proceedings. Mr. Hastings, having determined upon 
the utter ruin and destruction of this unfortunate prince, en- 
deavoured by the arrest of his person, by a contemptuous 
disregard to his submissive applications, by the appointment 
of a deputy who was person^y odious to him, and by the 
terror of still greater insults, — he endeavoured, I say, to goad 
him on to the commission of some acts of resistancej sufficient 
to give a colour of justice to that last dreadful extremi^ to 
which he had resolved to carry his malignant rapacity. Fail- 
ing in this wicked project, and studiously avoiding tjje de- 
claration of any terms upon which the Eajah might redeem 
himself from these violent proceedings, he next declared his 
intention of seizing his forts, the depository of his victim’s 
honour, and of tho means of his subsistence. He required 
him to deliver up his accounts and accountants, together with 
all persons who were acquainted with the particulars of his 
effects and treasures, for the purpose of h^sfening those 
effects to such persons as he (Mr. Hastings) chose to nomi- 
nate. 

It was at this crisis of aggravated insult and brutality that 
the indignation which these proceedings had occasioned^ in 
the breasts of the Bajah’s subjects burst out into an open 
dame. The Eajah had retired to the last refuge of the af- 
flicted, to offer up prayers to his Gbd and our &od, when a 
vile chubdar or tipsts^ came to interrupt and insult him. 
His alarmed and loyal subjects felt for a beloved sovereign 
that deep interest which we should all feel if our sovereign 
were so treated. What man with a spark of loyalty in his 
breast, — what man regardful of the honomr of his country, 
when he saw his sovereign imprisoned, and so notonous a 
wretch appointed his deputy, could be a patient witness of 
such wrongs ? The subjects of this unfortunate prince did 
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should have done ; what all who love their country, 
who love their liberty, who love their laws, who love their 
property, who love their sovereign, would have done on such 
an occasion. They looked upon him as their sovereign, al- 
though degraded. They were unacquainted with any au- 
thority superior to his, and the phantom of tyranny which 
performed these oppresaiye acts was unaccompanied by that 
force which justifies submission, by affording the plea of ne- 
cessity. An unseen tyrant and four miserable companies of 
sepoys executed all the horrible things that we have men- 
tioned. The spirit of the Eaiah’s subjects was roused by 
their wrongs, and encouraged by the contemptible weakness 
of their oppressors. The whole country rose up in rebellion, 
and surely in justifiable rebellion. Every writer on the law 
of nations, — every man that has written, thought, or felt 
upon the affairs of government, must write, know, think, and 
feel, that a people so cruelly scourged and oppressed, both 
in the person of their chief and in their own persons, were 
justifieci in their resistance. They were roused to vengeance, 
and a short but most bloody war followed. 

We charge the prisoner at your bar with all the conse- 
quences of this war. We charge him with the murder of our 
sepoys, whom he sent unarmed to such a dangerous enter- 
prise. We charge him with the blood of every man that 
was shed in that place ; and we call him, as we have called 
him, a tyrant, an oppressor, and a murderer. We call him 
murderer in the largest and fullest sense of the word ; be- 
cause he was the cause of the murder of our English officers 
and sepoys, whom he kept unarmed and unacquainted with 
the danger to w-hich they would be exposed by the violence 
of his transactions. He sacrificed to his own nefarious views 
every one of those lives, as well as the lives of the innocent 
natives of Benares, whom ho designedly drove to resistance 
by the weakness of the force opposed to them, after inciting 
them, by tyranny and insult, to that display of affection to- 
w^ards their sovereign which is the duty of ail good sul^ects. 

My lords, these are the iniquities which we have charged 
upon the prisoner at your bar ; and I will next call your 
lordships* attention to the manner in which these iniquities 
have been pretended to be justified. You will perceive a 
great difference in the manner in which this prisoner is tried^ 
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and of which he bo much compIainB, and the manner in which 
he dealt with the unfortunate object of his oppression. The 
latter thus openly appeals to his accuser; “ lou are,” says 
he, “upon the spot. It is happy for* me that you are so. 
You can now inquire into my conduct.” Did Mr. Hastings 
so inquire ? No, my lords, we have not a word of any in^ 
quiry ; he even found fresh matter charge in the answer 
of the Hajah ; although if there is ihiy fault in this answer, 
it is its extremely humble and submissive tone. If there was 
anything faulty in his manner, it was his extreme humility 
and submission. It is plain he would have almost submitted 
to anything. He offered, in fact, £220,000 to redeem, him- 
self from greater suffering. Surely no man going into rebel- 
lion would offer £220,000 of the treasure which would be so 
essential to his success ; nor would any government that was 
really apprehensive of rebellion call upon the suspected per- 
son to arm and discipline two thousand horse. My lords, it 
is evident no such apprehensions were entertained ; nor was 
any such charge made until punishment had commenced.^ A 
vague accusation was then brought forward, which was an- 
swered by a clear and a natural defence, denying some parts 
of the charge, evading and apologizing for others, ana de- 
siring the whole to be inquired into. To this request the 
answei of the Governor- General was, That won’t do, you 
shall have no inquiries. And why ? Because I have arbi- 
trary power, you nave n'o rights, and I can and will punish 
you without inquiry. I admit that if his will is the law, he 
mav take the cnarge before punishment, or the punishment 
before the charge, or he may punish without making any 
charge. If his will is the law, all I have been saying amounts 
to nothing. But I have endeavoured to let your lordships 
see, that in no country upon the earth is the will of a despot 
law. It may produce wicked, flagitious, tyrannical acts, out 
in no country is it law. 

The duty of a sovereign in cases of rebellion, as laid down 
in the Hedaia, agrees with the general practice in India. It 
was usual, except in cases of notorious injustice and oppres- 
sion, whenever a rebellion or a suspicion of a rebellion ex- 
isted, to admonish the rebellious party and persuade him to 
return to his duty. Causes of complaint were removed and 
misunderstandings explained, and, to save the effusion of 
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blbod, severe measures were not adopted until they were 
j^endered indispensable. This wise and provident law is or 
ought to be the law in all countries ; it was, in fact, the law 
in that country, but Mr. Hastings did not attend to it. His 
unfortunate victim was goaded to revolt and driven from his 
subjects, although he enaeavoured by message after message 
to reconcile this cruel tyrant to him. He is told in reply, 
You have shed the blood of Englishmen, and I will never be 
reconciled to you. Your lordships will observe, that the rea- 
son he gives for such an infernal aetermination (for it cannot 
be justty qualified by any other word) is of a nature to make 
tyranny the very foundation of our government. I do not 
say here upon what occasion people may or may not resist : 
but surely, if ever there was an occasion on which people, 
from love to their sovereign and regard to their country, 
might take up arms, it was this. They saw a t)rrant violent 
in nis demands, and weak in his power. They saw their 
prince imprisoned and insulted, after be had made every offer 
of submission, and had laid his turban three times in tne lap 
of his oppressor. They saw him, instead of availing himself 
of the means he possessed of cutting off his adversary (for 
the life of Mr. Hastings was entirely in his power), betaking 
himself to flight. They then thronged round him, took up 
arms in his defence, and shed the blood of Some of his insult- 
ers. Is this resistance, so excited, so provoked, a plea for 
irreconcilable vengeance ? 

I must beg pardon for having omitted to lay before your 
lordships, in its proper place, a most extraordinary paper, 
which will show you in what manner judicial inquiries are 
conducted, upon what grounds charges are made, by what 
sort of evidence they are supported, and, in short, to what 
perils the lives and fortunes of men are subjected in that 
country. This paper is in the printed minutes, page 1608. 
It was given in a^eeably to retrograde order which they 
have established in their judicial proceedings. It was pro- 
duced to prove the truth of a charge of rebellion, which was 
made some months before the paper in evidence was known 
to the accuser. 

“ To the Honourable Warren Hastmgs. Sir, — About the 
month of November last, I communicated to Mr. Idarkham 
the substance of a conversation said to have passed between 
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Bajah Clieit Sing and Saadut Ally, and wHich waa reported 
to me by a person in whom I had some confidence. The 
mode of communicating this intelligence to you I left en- 
tirely to Mr. Markhan. In this conversation, which was 
private, the Eaiah and Saadut Ally were said to have talked 
of Hyder Aliyas victory over Colonel Baillie’s detachment ; 
to have agreed that they ought to seize this opportunity of 
consulting their own interest, and to have determined to 
watch the success of Hyder’s arms. Some days after this 
conversation was said to have happened, I was informed by 
the same person, that the Eajah had received a message from 
one of the begums at Fyzabad (I think it was from Sujah ul 
Dowlah’s widow), advising him not to comply with the de- 
mands of government, and encouraging him to expect support 
in case of his resisting. This also, I believe, I communicated 
to Mr. Markham, but, not being perfectly certain, I now think 
it my duty to remove the possibility of your remaining unac- 
quainted with a circumstance which may not be unconnected 
with the present conduct of the Eajah.’* ^ 

Here then is evidence of evidence given to Mr. Markham 
by Mr. Balfour, from Lucknow, in the month of November, 
1781, long after the transaction at Benares. But what was 
this evidence ? I communicate, he says, the subject of “ a 
conversation said to have passed.” Observe, said, not a 
conversation that had passed to his knowledge or recollec- 
tion, but what his informant said had passed. He adds, 
this conversation was reported to him by a person whom he 
won’t name, but in whom, he says, he had some confidence. 
This anonymous person, in whom he had put some confi- 
dence, was not himself present at the conversation. He only 
reports to him, that it was said by somebody else that sucn 
a conversation had taken place. This conversation, which 
somebody told Colonel Balfour he had heard was said by 
somebody to have taken place, if true, related to matters of 
peat importance ; still the mode of its commimication was 
left to Mr. Markham, and that gentleman did not bring it for- 
ward till some months after. Colonel Balfour proceeds to 
say : “ Some days after this conversation was said to have 

happened ” (your lordships wrill observe, it is always, * was 
said to have happened’), “ I was informed by the same person 
that the Eajah had received a message from one of the be- 
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gfUHB at Pyzabad (I tbink it was from Sujah iil Dowlah'^ 
widow), advising him not to comply with the demands of 
government, and encouraging him to expect support in case 
of his resisting.” He next adds, “this also I believe” 
(observe, he says he is not quite sure of it) “ I communi- 
cated to Mr. Markham, but, not being perfectly certain ” (of 
a matter the immediate knowledge of which, if true, was of 
the highest importance to his country), “ I now think it my 
duty to remove the possibility of your remaining unacquaint* 
ed with a circumstance which may not be unconnected with 
the present conduct of the Eajah.” 

Here is a man that comes wdth information long after the 
fact deposed to, and after having left to another the commu- 
nication of his intelligence to the proper authority, that other 
neglects the matter. No letter of Mr. Markham’s appears, 
communicating any such conversation to Mr. Hastings : and 
indeed why he did hot do so must appear very obvious to 
your lordships, for a more contemptible, ridiculous, and ab- 
surd story never was invented. Does Mr. Balfour come 
forward and tell him who his informant was ? No. Does 
he say, he was an informant whom I dare not name, upon 
account of his great consequence and the great confidence 
I had in him ? No. He only says, slightly, “ I have some 
confidence in him.” It is upon this evidence of a reporter 
of what another is said to have said, that Mr. Hastings and 
his council rely for proof, and have thought proper to charge 
the Eajah with having conceived rebellious designs, soon after 
the time when Mr. Hastings had declared bis belief that no 
such designs had been formed. 

Mr. Hastings has done with his charge of rebellion what 
he did with his declaration of arbitrary pow er ; after he had 
vomited it up in one place, he returns to it in another. He 
here declares (after he had recorded his belief that no rebel- 
lion was ever intended) that Mr. Markham was in possession 
of Information wdaich he might have believed, if it had been 
communicated to him. Good Heavens ! When you review 
all these circumstances, and consider the principles upon 
which this man was tried and punished, what must you 
think of the miserable situation of persons of the highest 
rank in that country, under the government of men who 
are disposed to disgrace and ruin them in this iniqoitoue 
manner 1 
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Mr, Balfour is in Europe, I believe. How comes it that 
be is not produced here to tell your lordsbips who was his 
informer, and what he knows df the transaction ? They have 
not produced him, but have thought fit to rely upon this 
miserable, beggarly semblance of evidence, the very produc- 
tion of which was a crime, when brought forward for the 
purpose of giving colour , to acts of injustice and oppression. 
If you ask, who is this Mr. Balfour r He is a person who 
was a military collector of revenue in the province of Eohil 
Cund ; a country now ruined and desolated, but once the 
garden of the world. It was from the depth of that horrible 
devastating system that he gave this ridiculous, contemptible 
evidence, which if it can be equalled, I shall admit that 
there is not one word we have said that you ought to 
attend to. 

Your lordships are now enabled to sum up the amount 
and estimate the result of all this iniquity. The Rmah him- 
self is punished, he is ruined and undone, but the £600,000 
is not gained. He has fled his country, but he carried bis 
treasures with him. His forts are taken possession of, but 
there was nothing found in them. It is the report of the 
country, and is so stated by Mr. Hastings, that he carried 
away with him, in gold and silver, to the value of about 
£400,000 : and thus that sum was totally lost, even as an 
object of plunder, to the Company. The author of the mis- 
chief lost his favourite object by his cruelty and violence. 
If Mr. Hastings had listened to Cheit Sing at first ; if he had 
answered his letters, and dealt civilly with him ; if he had 
endeavoured afterwards to compromise matters ; if he bad 
told him what his demands were ; if, even after the rebel- 
lion had broken out, he had demanded and exacted a fine ; 
the Company would have gained £220,000 at least, and per- 
haps a much larger sum, without difficulty. They would 
not then have had £400,000 carried out of the country by 
a tributary chief, to become, as we know that sum has be- 
come, the plunder of the Mahrattas and our other enemies. 
I state to you the account of the profit and loss of tyranny ; 
take it as an account of profit and loss ; forget the morality, 
forget the law, forget the policy.; take it, I say, as a matter of 
nr<ffit and loss. Mr. Hastings lost the subsidy ; Mr. Hastinga 
lost the £220,000 which was offered him, and more that. 
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be might beve got. Mr. Hastings lost it all, and the Com* 
lost the £400,000 which he meant to exact. It was 
carried from the British dominions, to enrich its enemies for 
eyer. 

This man, my lords, has not only acted, thus vindictively 
himself, hut he has avowed the principle of revenge as a 
general rule of policy connected with the security of the 
British government in India. He has dared to declare, that 
if a native once draws his sword he is not to be pardoned ; 
that you never are to forgive any man who has killed an 
English soldier. You are to be implacable and resentM ; 
and there is no maxim of tyrants which, upon account of 
the supposed weakness of your government, you are not to 

f ursue. Was this the conduct of the Mogul conquerors of 
ndia ? and must this necessarily be the policy of their Chris- 
tian successors ? I nledge myself, if c^led upon, to prove 
the contrary. I pledge myself to produce, in the history 
if the Mogul empire, a senes of pardons and amnesties for 
rebellions, inim its earliest establishments, and in its most 
distant provinces. 

I need not state to your lordships what you know to be 
the true principles of British policy in matters of this nature. 
When there has been provocation, you ought to be ready to 
listen to terms of reconciliation, even after war has been 
made. This you ought to do, to show that you are placable ; 
such policy as this would doubtless be of the greatest benefit 
and advantage to you. Look to the case of 8ujah Dowlah ; 
you had, in the cause of a war with him, driven him from 
his country ; you had not left him in possession of a foot of 
earth in the world. The Mogul was his sovereign, an^ by 
his authority, it was in your power to dispose of the vizier- 
ate and of every of^ce of state which Sujah Dowlah held 
under the emperor ; for he hated him mortally, and was de- 
sirous of dispossessing him of everything. What did you 
doP Though he had shed much nkiglish blood, you re- 
established mm in all his po^er ; you gave him more than he 
before possessed, and you had no reason to repent your gen- 
erosity. Your magnanimity and justice proved to be the 
best policy, and was the subj^t of admiration from one end 
of India to the other. But air. Hastings had other maxims 
and other principles. You are weak, he says, and therefora 
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you ought never to forpve. Indeed, Mr. HastingB never 
does forgive. The Bajan was weak, and he persecuted him ; 
Mr. Hastings was weii, and he lost his prey. He went up 
the country with the rapacity, but not with the talons and 
beak, of a vulture. He went to look for plunder, but he 
was himself plundered, the country was ravaged, and the 
prey escaped. 

After the escape of Cheit Sing, there still existed in one 
comer of the country some further food for Mr. Hastings’s 
rapacity. There was a place called Bidjigur, one of those 
forts which Mr. Hastings declared could not be safely left 
in the possession of the Rajah ; measures were therefore taken 
to obtain possession of this place, soon after the flight of its 
unfortunate proprietor. And what did he find in it ? A 
great and powerful garrison ? No, my lords ; he found in it 
the wives and family of the Rajah ; he found it inhabited by 
two hundred women, and defended by a garrison of eunuchs 
and a few feeble militia men. This fortress was supposed 
by him to contain some money, which he hoped to lay hold 
of, when all other means of rapacity had escaped him. He 
fijret sends (and you have it on your minutes) a most cruel, 
most atrocious, and most insulting ‘message to these unfor- 
tunate women ; one of whom, a principal personage of the 
family, we find him in the subsequent negotiation scandaliz- 
ing in one minute, and declaring to be a women of respecta- 
ble character in the next ; treating her by turns as a prosti- 
tute and as an amiable woman, as best suited the purposes of 
the hour. This woman, with two hundred of her sex, he 
found in Bidjigur. Whatever money they had was their 
own property, and as such Cheit Sing, who had visited the 
place before his flight, had left it for their support, thinking 
that it would be secure to them as their property, because 
they were persons wholly void of guilt, as they must needs 
have been. This money the Rajah might hqve carried off 
with him ; but he left it them, and we must presume that it 
was their property ; and no attempt was ever made by Mr. 
Hastings to prove otherwise. They had no other property 
that could be found. It was the only means of subsistence 
for themselves, their children, their domestics, and depend- 
ants, and for the whole female part of that once illustrious 
and next to royal family. 
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But to proceed. A detaihinent of soldiein^ 86# 
mse the &rt8; soldiers are habitually xneu of 8oiue mnet^ 
osity ; ereu when they are acting in a bad cause they do not 
wholly lose the military spirit. But Mr. Hastings, fearing 
that they might not be anunated with the same lust of plun- 
der as himsen, stimulated them to demand the plunder of the 
place ; and expresses his hopes that no composition would 
be m^e with these women, and that not one shilling of the 
booty would be allowed them. He does not trust to their 
acting as soldiers who have their fortunes to make, but he 
stimulatef: and i^ges them not to give way to the generous 
passions and feelings of men. 

He thus writes from Benares, the 22nd of October, 1781, 
ten o’clock in the morning — “ I am this instant favoured with 
yours of yesterday ; mine to you of the same date has before 
this time acquainted you with my resolutions and sentiments 
respecting the Eaunee. I think every demand she has made 
to you, except that of safety and respect for her person, is 
unreasonable. If the reports brought to me are true, your 
rejecting her offers, or any negotiation with her, would soon 
obtain you possession of^the fort upon your own terras. I 
apprehend that she will contrive to defraud the captors of a 
considerable part of the booty, by being suffered to retire 
without examination ; but this is your consideration, and not 
mine. I should be sorry that your officers and soldiers lost 
any part of the reward to which they are so well entitled, 
but I cannot make any objection, as you must be the best 
judge of the expediency of the promised indulgence to the 
Jiaunee. What you have engaged for I will certainly ratify ; 
but as to permitting the Eaunee to hold the pergunnah of 
Kurteck, or any other in the zemindary, without being sub- 
ject to the authority of the zemindar ; or any lands whatever, 
or indeed making any conditions with her for a provision ; 1 
will never confent to it.” 

My lords, you have seen the principles upon which this 
man justifies his conduct. Here his real nature, character, 
and dlisposition break out. These women had been guilty of 
BO rebellion. He never charged them with any enme but 
that of having wealth : and yet you see with what ferocity 
ho pursues everything that belonged to the destined object 
of w crue], inhuman, and more than tragic revenge. 



mAisai HABTis* ^ ,0 

lie, jou liave made an agreement with them, and will 
maist upon it, I ke^ it ; but if you have uot, | bese^ 
you uot to make any. Bo n’t give them anything ; suf^ no 
etipulations whatever of a provision for them. The capitula- 
tion 1 will ratify, provided it contains no article of future 
provision for them: this he positively forbad j so that his 
oloodthirsty vengeance would have sent out these two hun- 
dred innocent women to starve naked in the world. 

But he not only declares that the money found in the fort 
is the soldiers’ ; he adds, that he should be sorry if they lost 
a shilling of it. So that you have here a man not only de- 
claring that the money was theirs, directly contrary to the 
Company’s positive orders \mon other similar occasions, and 
after he had himself declared that prize-money was poison to 
soldiers; but directly inciting them to insist upon theirrighttoit 

A month had been allowed by proclamation for the sub- 
mission of all persons who had been in rebellion, which sub- 
mission was to entitle them to indemnity. But, my lords, 
he endeavoured to break the public faith with these wonjen, 
by inciting the soldiers to make no capitulation with them, 
and thus depriving them of the benefit of the proclamation, 
by preventing their voluntary surrender. 

[Mr. Burke here read the proclamation.] 

From the date of this proclamation it appears'that the sur- 
render of the fort was clearly within the time given to those 
who had been guilty of the most atrocious acts of rebellion 
to repair to their homes and enjoy an indemnity. These 
women had never quitted their homes, nor bad they been 
charged with rebellion, and yet they were cruelly excluded 
from the general indemnity ; and after the army had taken 
unconditional possession oi the fort, they were turned out of 
it, and ordered to the quarters of the commanding officer, 
Major Popham. This officer had received from Mr. Bast- 
ings a power to rob them, a power to plunder them, a power 
to distribute the plunder, but no power to give them any 
allowance, nor any authority even to receive them. 

In this disgraceful affair the soldiers showed a generosity 
which Mr. Hastings neither showed nor would have suffered, 
if he could have prevented it. They agreed amongst them- 
selves to give to these women three lacks of rupees, and some 
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trifle more ; and the rest was divided as a prey among the 
army. The sum found in the fort was about £238,000, not 
the smallest part of which was in any way proved to be Cheit 
Sing’s property, or the property of any perdon but the un- 
fortunate women who were found in the possession of it. 

The plunder of the fort being thus given to the soldiers, 
what does Mr. Hastings next do ? He is astonished and 
stupified to find so much unprofitable violence ; so much ty- 
ranny and so little pecuniary advantage ; so much bloodshed 
without any profit to the Company. He therefore breaks his 
faith with the soldiers ; declares that, having no right to the 
money, they must refund it to the Company ; and, on their 
nd’usal, he instituted a suit against them. With respect to 
the three lacks of rupees, or £30,000, which was to be given 
to those women, have we a scrap of paper to prove its pay- 
ment P Is there a single receipt or voucher to verify their 
having received one sixpence of it ? I am rather inclined to 
think that they did receive it, or some part of it, but I do n’t 
kfiow a greater crime in public officers than to have no kind 
of vouchers for the disposal of any large sums of money 
which pass through their hands ; but this, my lords, is the 
great vice of hlr. Hastings’s government. 

T have briefly taken notice of the claim which Mr. Hast- 
ings thought proper to make, on the part of the Company, 
to tlie treasure f6und in the fort of Bidjigur, after he bad 
instigated the army to claim it as the right of the captors. 
Tour lordships will not be at a loss to account for this 
strange and barefaced inconsistency. This (excellent Governor 
foresaw that he would have a bad account of this business to 
•give to the contractors in Leadenhall Street, who consider 
laws, religion, morality, and the jmnciples of state policy of 
empires as mere questions of profit and loss. Finding that 
he had dismal accounts to give of great sums expended with- 
out aiy returns, he had recourse to the only expedient that 
was left him. He had broken his faith with the ladies in 
the fort, by not suflering his officers to grant them that in- 
demnity which his proclamation offered. Then, finding that 
the soldiers had taken him at his w'ord, and impropriated the 
treasure to their own use, he next broke his mth with them. 
A constant breach of faith is a maxim with him. He claims 
the treasure for the Company, and institutes a suit before Sir 
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Elijah Impey, who gives the money to the Company, and not 
to the soldiers. The soldiers appeal ; and since the begin- 
ning of this trial, I believe even very lately, it has been de- 
cided ^ the conneil that the letter of Mr. Hastings was not, 
as Sir Elijah Impey pretended, a mere private letter, because 
it had Dear Sir'* in it; but a public order, Hutborizing the 
soldiers to divide the money among themselves. 

Thus £200,000 was distributed among the soldiers ; 
£400,000 was taken away by Cheit Sing, to be pillaged by 
all the Company’s enemies through whose countries he 
passed ; and so ended one of the great sources from which 
this great financier intended to supply the exigencies of the 
Company, and recruit their exhausted finances. 

By this proceeding, my lords, the national honour is dis- 
graced ; all the rules of justice are violated, and every sanc- 
tion, human and divine, trampled upon. We have, on one 
side, a country ruined, a noble family destroyed, a rebellion 
raised by outrage and quelled by bloodshed, the national faith 
pledged to indemnity, and that indemnity faithlessly withheld 
from helpless, defenceless women ; while the other side of the 

E icture is equally unfavourable. The East India Company have 
ad their treasure wasted, their credit weakened, their honour 
polluted, and their troops employed against their own subjects, 
when their services were required against foreign enemies. 

My lords, it only remains for me, at this time, to make a 
few observations upon some proceedings of the prisoner, re- 
specting the revenue of Benares. I must first state to your 
lordships, that in the year 1780 he made a demand upon 
that country, which, by his own account, if it had been 
complied with, would only have left £23,000 a year for the 
maintenance of the Bajah and his family. I wish to have 
this account read, for the purpose of verifying the observa- 
tions which I shall have to make to your lordships. 

[Here the account was read.] 

I must now observe to your lordships, that Mr. Markham 
and Mr. Hastings have stated the Ilajah’s net revenue at 
forty-six lacks ; but the accounts before you state it at forty 
lacks only. Mr. Hastings had himself declared that he did 
not think the country could safely yield more, and that any 
attempt taeictiact more would be ruinous. 



8PX£Ca IK THE THPEACHHEKT OE 


Tour lordsbips will observe, that the first of these esti* 
mates is unaccompanied with any document whatever, and 
that it is contradicted by the papers of receipt and the arti- 
cles of account, from all of which it appears that the coun- 
tiy never yielded more than forty lacks auring the time that 
Hasting^ had it in his possession ; and you may be sure 
he squeezed as much out of it as he could. He had his own 
resifh^nts ; first Mr. Markham, then Mr. Eowke, then Mr. 
Grant ; they all went up with a design to make the most 
of it. They endeavoured to do so ; but they never could 
screw it up to more than forty lacks, by all the violent means 
which they employed. The ordinary subsidy, as paid at 
Calcutta by the Rajah, amounted to twenty-two lacks ; and 
it is therefore clearly proved by this paper that Mr. Hast- 
tings’s demand of fifty lacks (£500,000), joined to the subsi- 
dies, was more than the whole revenue which the country 
could yield. What hoarded treasures the Rajah possessed, 
and which Mr. Hastings says he carried off with him, does 
not appear. That it was any considerable sum, is more than 
Mr. Hastings knows, more than can be proved, more than 
is probable. He had not, in his precipitate flight, any means, 
1 think, of carrying away a great sum. It further appears 
from these accounts that, after the payment of the subsidy, 
there would only have been left £18,000 a year for tne 
support of the Rajah’s family and establishments. 

Your lordships have now a standard, not a visionary one, 
but a standard verified by accurate calculation and authentic 
accounts. You may now fairly estimate the avarice and 
rapacity of this man, who describes countries to be enor- 
mously rich, in order that he may be justified in pillaging 
them. But however insatiable the prisoner’s avarice may be, 
he has other objects in view, other passions rankling in his 
heart, besides the lust of money. He was not ignorant, and 
w^e have proved it by his own confession, that his pretended 
expectation of benefit to the Company could not be realized ; 
but he well knew that by enforcing his demands he should 
utterly and efiectually ruin a man whom he mortally hated 
and abhorred ; a man who could not, by any sacrifices 
offered to the avarice, avert the cruelty of his implacable 
enemy. 

As long as truth remains, as long as figures stand, as long 
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Si two and two are four, as long as there is mathematical 
and arithmetical demonstratioT^, so long shall his cruelty, 
rage, ravage, and (mpression lemain evident to an astonished 
posterity. I shall undertake, my lords, when this court 
meets again, to develope the consequences of this wicked 
proceeding. I shall then show you, that that part of the Ea- 
jjah’s femify which he left behind him, and which Mr. Hast- 
ings pretended to take under his protection, was also ruined, 
undone, and destroyed ; and that the once beautiful country 
of Benares, which he has had the impudence to represent as 
being stiU in a prosperous condition, was left by him in such 
a state as would move pity in any tyrant m the world, 
except the one who now stands before you. 


TRIAL. 

TUESDAY, 3iiD JUNE, 1794. 


THIRD DAY OF REPLY. 


(Me. Bubke.) 

Mt Lords, — We are called, with an awful voice, to 
come forth, and make good our charge against the prisoner 
at your bar ; but as a long time has elapsed since your lord- 
ships heard that charge, I shall take the liberty of requesting 
my worthy fellow-manager near me to reai that part to 
your lordships which I am just now going to observe upon, 
that you may be the better able to apply my observations to 
the letter of the charge. 

[Mr. Wyndham reads.] 

That the said Warren Hastings, having as aforesaid ex- 
pelled the said Cheit Sing from his dominions, did, of his 
own usurped authority, and without any communication with, 
or any approbation given by, the other members of the coun- 
cil, nominate and appoint Eajah Mehipnerain to the govern* 
of the provinces of Benares, and did appoint his &tber 
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Surbedgy' Sing as administrator of his authoritj, and did 
give to the British resident, Mr. Markham, a controlling au- 
thority over both ; and did further abrogate and set aside 
all treaties and agreements which subsisted between the 
states of Benares and the British nation ; and did arbitrarily 
and tyrannically, of his mere authority, raise the tribute to 
the sum of £400,000 sterling, or thereabouts; did further 
wantonly and illegally impose certain oppressive duties upon 
goods and merchandise, to the great injury of trade and ruin 
of the province ; and did further dispose of, as his own, the 
property within the said provinces, by granting the same, or 
parts thereof, in pensions to such persons as he thought fit. 

“ That the said W arren Hastings did, some time in the 
year 1782, enter into a clandestine correspondence with Wil- 
liam Markham, Esq^., the then resident at Benares, which 
said Markham had been by him the said Warren Hastings 
obtruded into the said office, contrary to the positive orders 
of the court of directors ; and in consequence of the repre- 
sentation of the said Markham did, under pretence that the 
pew excessive rent or tribute was in arrear, and that the 
affairs of the province were likely to fall into confusion, 
authorize and empower him, by his own private authority, 
to remove the said Durbedgy Sing from his office, and de- 
prive him of his estate. 

“ That the said Durbedgy Sing was, by the private orders 
and authorities given by the said Warren Hastings, and in 
consequence of the representations aforesaid, violently thrown 
into prison, and cruelly confined therein, under the pretence 
of the non-payment of the arrears of the tribute aforesaid. 

“ That the widoAv of Bulwant Sing and the Bajah Mehip- 
nerain did pointedly accuse the said Markham of being the 
sole cause of any delay in the payment of the tribute afore- 
said, and did offer to prove the innocence of the said Dur- 
bedgy Sing, and also to prove that the faults ascribed to him 
were solely the faults of the said Markham ; yet the said 
Warren Hiwtings did pay no regard whatever to the said 
representations, nor mate any inquiry into the truth of the 
same, but did accuse the said widow of Bulwant Sing and 
*&jah aforesaid of gross presumption for the same; and 
listeninH to the representation of the person accused (namely, 
the resident Marram), did continue to confine the said Dur- 
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tfedgy Sing in prison, and did invest the resident Markham 
with authority to bestow his office upon whomsoever he 

the said Markham did bestow the said office of 
administrator of the province of Benares upon a person 
named dagger Deo Sing, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary 
demands of the said Warren Hastings, was obliged greatly 
to distress and harass the unfortunate inhabitants of the said 
province. ^ 

“That the said Warren Hastings did, sometime in the 
year 1784, remove the said dagger Deo Sing from the said 
office, under pretence of certain irregularities and oppressions, 
which irregularities and oppressions are solely imputable to 
him, the said Warren Hastings. 

“ That the consequence of all these violent changes and 
arbitrary acts was the total ruin and desolation of the coun- 
try and the flight of the inhabitants ; the aaid Warren Hast- 
ings having found eveiy place abandoned at his approach, 
even by the officers of the very government which he es- 
tablished ; and seeing nothing but traces of devastation in 
every village, the province in eflfect without a government, 
the administration misconducted, the people oppressed, the 
trade discouraged, and the revenue in danger of a rapid decline. 

“ All which destruction, devastation, oppression, and ruin 
are solely imputable to the above-mentioned and other arbi- 
trary, illegal, unjust, and tyrannical acts of him, the said 
Warren Hastings, who, by all and eveiy one of the same, 
was and is guilty of high crimes and misdemeanours.” 

[Mr. Burke proceeded.] 

My lords, you have heard the charge ; and you are now 

f oing to see the prisoner at your bar in a new point of view. 

win now endeavour to display him in his character of a le- 
gislator in a foreign land not augmenting the territory, honour, 
and power of Great Britain, and bringing the acquisition under 
the dominion of law and liberty, but desolating a flourishing 
country, that to all intents and purposes was our own a 
country which we had conquered from freedom, from tran- 
quillity, order, and prosperity, and submitted, through him, to 
arbitrary power, misrule, anarchy, and ruin. We now see the 
object of his corrupt vengeance utterly destroyed, his family 
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Ariten from their home, his people butchered, his wife an4 
all the females of his family robbed and dishonoured in their 
persons, and the effects which husband and parents had laid 
up in store for the subsistence of their families, all the savings 
of provident economj, distributed amongst a rapacious sol- 
dtery. His malice is victorious. He has well avenged, in the 
destruction of this unfortunate family, the Rajah’s intended 
visit to General Clavering ; he has well avenged the suspect- 
ed discovery of his bribe to Mr. Francis. “ Thou hast it now, 
King, Cawdor, Glamis, all.” 

us see, my lords, what use he makes of this power ; 
how he justifies the bounty of fortune bestowing on him this 
strange and anomalous conquest. Anomalous I call it, my 
lords, because it was the result of no plan in the cabinet, no 
operation in the field. No act or direction proceeded from 
him the responsible chief, except the merciless orders and the 
grant to the soldiery. He lay skulking and trembling in the 
fort of Chunar, while the British soldiery entitled themselves 
to tlfe plunder which he held out to them. Nevertheless, my 
lords, he conquers ; the country is his own ; he treats it as 
his own. Let us therefore see how this successor of Tamer- 
lane, this emulator of Ghinges Kh&n, governs a country con- 
quered by the talents and courage of others, without assist- 
ance, guiae, direction, or counsel given by himself. 

My lords, I will introduce his first act to your lordships’ 
notice, in the words of the charge. “ The said Warren jSast- 
ings did, some time in the jear 1782, enter into a clandestine 
correspondence with William Markham, Esq., the then resi- 
dent at Benares, which said Markham had oeen by him, the 
said Warren Hastings, obtruded into the said office, contrary 
to the positive orders of the court of directors.” This unjus- 
tifiable obtrusion, this illegal appointment, shows you, at the 
very outset, that he defies the laws of bis country ; most posi- 
tively and pointedly defies them. In attempting to give a 
reason for this defiance, he has chosen to tell a branch of the 
legislature, from which originated the act which wisely and 
prudently ordered him to pay implicit obedience to the court 
of directors, that he removed Mr. Fowke from Benares^ con- 
trary to the orders of the court, on political grounds ; “ be- 
cwuse,” says he, “ I thought it necessary the resident there 
•hould be a man of my own nomination and confidence. I avow 
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the pmciple, and think no government can subsist without it. 
!l%e punishment of the Bajah made no part of my design in 
Mr. Fowke’s removal or Mr. Markham’s appointment, nor was 
his punishment an object of my contemplation at the time I 
removed Mr. Fowke to appoint Mr. Markham ; an appoint* 
ment of my own choice, and a signal to notify the restoration* 
of my own authority, as I had before removed Mr. Fowke 
and appointed Mr. Graham for the same purpose.” 

Here, my lords, he does not even pretend that he had any 
view whatever in this appointment of Mr. Markham, but to 
defy the laws of his country. “ I must,” says he, “have a 
man of my own nomination, because it is a signal to notify 
the restoration of my own authority, as I had before removed 
Mr. Fowke for the same purpose.” 

I must beg your lordships to keep in mind, that the greater 
part of the observations with which I shall trouble you have 
a reference to the principles upon which this man acts ; and 
I beseech you to remember always that you have before jou 
a question and an issue of law. I beseech you to consider 
what it is that you are disposing of ; that you are not merely 
disposing of this man and his cause, but that you are dis- 
posing of the laws of your country. 

You, my lords, have made, and we have made, an act of 
parliament in which the council at Calcutta is vested with a 
special power, distinctly limited and defined. He says, my 
authority is absolute. I defy the orders of the court oi direc- 
tors, because it is necessary for me to show that I can disre- 
gard them, as a signal of my own authority. He supposes 
his authority gone while he obeys the laws ; but, says he, 
the moment I got rid of the bonds and barriers of the laws 
(as if there had been some act of violence and usurpation 
that had deprived him of his rightful powers), I was restored 
to my own authority. What is this authority to which he 
is restored ? Not an authority vested in him by the East 
India Company ; not an authority sanctioned by the laws of 
this kingdom. It is neither of these, but the authority of 
Wmren Hastings ; an inherent dwine right, I suppose, which 
he has thought proper to claim as belongmg to himself ; some- 
thing independent of the laws ; something independent of the 
court of directors ; something independent ot his breihren 
of the council It is “ my own authority.** 



IS 


uiMcjsi nr THX ncpsAOHMEirT of 


And wliat is the signal W wbicb yon are to know wbem 
tins authority is restored ? By bis obedience to tbe court of 
directors t by bis attention to tbe laws of his countir P by 
his regard to tbe rights of tbe people ? No, my lords, no ; 
the notification of tbe restoration of this authority is a formal 
disobedience of tbe orders of tbe court of directors. When 
you find the laws of the land trampled upon, and their ap- 
pointed authority despised, then you may be sure that the 
authority of the prisoner is reestablished. 

There is, my lords, always a close connexion between vices 
of every description. The man who is a tyrant would, under 
some other circumstances, be a rebel ; and he that is a rebel 
would become a tyrant. They are things which originally 
proceed from the same source. They owe their birth to the 
wild, unbridled lewdness of arbitrary power. They arise 
from a contempt of public order, and of the laws and insti- 
tutions which curb mankind. They arise from a harsh, cruel, 
and ferocious disposition, impatient of the rules of law, order, 
ani morality ; and accordingly, as their relation varies, the 
man is a tyrant if a superior, a rebel if an inferior. But this 
man, standing in a miadle point between the two relations, 
the sunerior and inferior, declares himself at once both a re- 
bel ana a tyrant. We therefore naturally expect, that when 
he has thrown off the laws of his country he will throw off 
all other authority. Accordingly, in defiance of that author- 
ity to which he owes his situation, he nominates Mr. Mark- 
ham to the residency at Benares, and therefore every act of 
Mr. Markham is his. He is responsible, — doubly responsible 
to what he w’ould have been if in the ordinary course of of- 
fice he had named this agent. 

Every governor is responsible for the misdemeanours com- 
mitted under his legal authority for which he does not pun- 
ish the delinquent ; but the prisoner is doubly responsible in 
this case, because he assumed an illegal authority, which can 
be justified only, if at all, by the good resulting from the as- 
sunmtion. 

Having now chosen his nrincipal instrument, and his con- 
fidential and sole counsellOT, having the country entirely in^ 
his hand, and every obstacle that could impede his course 
swept out the arena, what does he do under these auspicious 
circumstances P You would imagine, that, in the first plac^, 
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he would have sent down to the council at Calcutta a general 
view of His proceedings, and of their consequences, together 
with a complete statement of the revenue ; that he would 
have recommended the fittest persons for public trusts, with 
such other measures as he mignt judge to be most essential 
to the interest and honour of his employers. One would have 
imagined he would have done this, in order that the council 
and the court of directors might have a clear view of the 
whole existing system, before he attempted to make a per- 
manent arrangement for the administration of the country. 
But, on the contrary, the whole of his proceedings is clandes- 
tinely«conducted ; there is ‘^ot the slightest communication 
with the council upon the business, till he had determined 
and settled the whole. Thus the council was placed in a 
complete dilemma, either to confirm all his wicked and arbi- 
trary acts, for such we have proved them to be, or to derange 
the whole administration of the country again, and to make 
another revolution, as complete and dreadful as that which 
he had made. 

The task which the G-overn or- General had imposed upon 
himself was, I admit, a difficult one; but those who pull 
down important ancient establishments, who wantonly destroy 
modes of administration and public institutions under which 
a country has prospered, are the most mischievous, and there- 
fore the wickedest, of men. It is not a reverse of fortune, it 
is not the fall of an individual, that* we are here talking of. 
We are indeed sorry for Cheit Sing and Durbedgy Sing, as 
we should be sorry for any individual under similar circum- 
stances. 

It is wisely provided in the constitution of our heart that 
we should interest ourselves in the fate of great personages. 
They are, therefore, made everywhere the objects of tragedy, 
which addresses itself directly to our passions and our feel- 
ings. And why ? Because men of great place, men of great 
rank, men of great hereditary authority, cannot fall wiAout 
a horrible crash upon all about them. Such towers cannot 
tumble without ruming their dependent cottages. 

The prosperity of a country that has been distressed by a 
revolution which has swept off* its principal men cannot bo 
reestablished without exl^eme difficulty. Ibis man there- 
fore, who wanton!/ and wickedly destroyed the existing 
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gotertimexit of Beimres was doubly bound to use all possible 
care and caution in supplying the loss of those institutions 
which he had destroyed, and of the men whom he had driten 
into exile. This, I say, he ought to have done. Let us now 
see what he really dia do. 

He set out by disposing of all the property of the country 
as if it was his own. He first confiscated the whole estates 
of the Baboos, the great nobility of the country, to the amount 
of six lacks of rupees. He then distributed the lands and 
rerenue of the country according to his own pleasure ; and 
as he had seized the lands without our knowing why or 
wherefore, so the portion which he took away from* some 
persons he gave to others, in the same arbitrary manner, and 
without any assignable reason. 

When we were inquiring what jaghires Mr. Hastings had 
thought proper to grant, we found, to our astonimment 
(though it is natural that his mind should take this turn), 
that he endowed several charities with jaghires. He gave a 
ji^hire to some Bral^ins, to pray for the perpetual prosperity 
of the Company, and others to procure the prayers of the 
same class of men for himself. 1 do not blame his Hentoo 
piety, when I find no Christian piety in the man ; let him 
take refuge in any superstition he pleases. The' crime we 
charge is, his having distributed the lands of others at his 
own pleasure. Whether this proceeded from piety, firom 
ostentation, or from any* other motive, it matters not. We 
contend that be ought not to have distributed suchiland at 
all ; that he had no right to do so ; — and consequently, the 
gift of a single acre of land, by his own private will, wa« an 
act of robbery, either from the public or some individual. 

When he had thus disturbed the landed property of Be- 
nares, and distributed it according to his own will, he 
thought it would be proper to fix upon a person to govern 
the country ; and of this person he himself made the choice. 
It does not appear that the people could have lost, even ly 
the revolt of Cheit Sing, the right which was inherent in 
them, to be governed by the lawful successor of his family. 
We fini however, that thk man, by his own authority, by 
the arbitrary exercise of his own wiU and fw^cy, did think 
proper to nominate a person to succeed the l^jah who had 
no legal daims to the succession. He nihde choice of t boy 
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about umeteen years old ; and be says be made that oboice 
upon the prmeiple of this boy’s being descended from Bul- 
Tyant Sing, by the female line. But be does no^retend to 
say that be was the proper and natural heir to Coeit Sing ; 
and we will show you the direct contrary. Indeed, be con- 
fesses the contrary himself; for be argues, in his defence, 
that when a new system was to be formed with the successor 
of Cheit Sing, who was not bis heir, each successor bad no 
claim of right. 

But perhaps the want of right was supplied by the capacity 
and fitness of the person who was chosen. I do not say that 
this does or can for one moment supersede the positive right 
of another person ; but it would palliate the injustice in 
some degree. Was there in this case any palliative matter? 
Who was the person chosen by My. Hastings to succeed 
Cheit Sing ? My lords, the person chosen was a minor ; for, 
we find, the prisoner at your bar immediately proceeded to 
appoint him a guardian. This guardian he also chose by his 
own will and pleasure, as he himself declares, without yefer- 
ring to any particular claim or usage ; without calling the 
Pundits to instruct him, upon whom, by the Gentoo laws, 
the gufiirdianship devolved. ' 

I admit, that in selecting a guardian he did not in one 
respect act improperly, for he chose the boy’s father, and he 
comd not have chosen a better guardian for his*person. But 
for the administration of his government, qualities were re- 
quirdli which this man did not possess. He should have 
chosen a man of vigour, capacity, and diligence ; a man fit 
to meet the great difficulties of the situation in which he 
was to be placed. 

Mr. Hastings, my lords, plainly tells you that he did not 
think the man’s talents to be extraordinary, and he soon 
afterwards says that he had a great many incapacities. He 
tells you that he has a doubt whether he was capable of real- 
izing those hopes of revenue which he (Mr. Hastings) had 
formed. Nor can this be matter of wonder, when we con- 
sider that he had ruined and destroyed the ancient system, 
the whole scheme and tenour of public offices, and had sub- 
stituted nothing for them but Im own arbitrary will. He 
had formed a plan of an entire new system, in which the 
practical details had no reference to the experience and ym* 
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dom of past ases. He did not take the government as be 
\found it ; he aid not take the system of ofl&ces as it was ar- 
ranged to his hand: but he dared to make the wicked and. 
flagitious experiment which I have stated; an experiment 
upon the happiness of a numerous people, whose property he 
had usurped and distributed in the manner which has been 
laid before your lordships. The attempt failed, and he is re- 
sponsible for the consequences. 

How dared he to make these experiments ? In what man- 
ner can he be justified for playing fast and loose with the dear- 
est interests, and perhaps with the very existence, of a nation ? 
Attend to the manner in "w^ich he justifies himself, and you 
will find the whole secret let out. “ The easy accumulation 
of too much wealth/* he says, “had been Cheit Sing*s ruin; 
it had buoyed him up with extravagant and ill-founded no- 
tions of independence, which I very much wished to discour- 
age in the future Eajah. Some part, therefore, of the super- 
abundant produce in the country I turned into the coffers 
of yae sovereign by an augmentation of the tribute.” Who 
authori7.ed him to make any augmentation of the tribute ? 
But above all, who authorized him to augment it upon this 
principle ? I must take care the tributary prince does not 
grow too rich ; if he gets rich, he will get proud. This pri- 
soner has got a scale like that in the almanac, “ war begets 
poverty, poverty peace,” and so on. The first rule that he 
lays down is, that he will keep the new Rajah in a state of 
poverty ; because if he grows rich he will become prMd, and 
oehave as Cheit Sing did. You see the ground, mundation, 
and spirit of the whole proceeding. Cheit Sing was to be 
robbea. Why ? Because he is too rich. His successor is to 
be reduced to a miserable condition. Why ? Lest he should 
grow rich and become troublesome. Tlie whole of his sys- 
tem is to prevent men from growing rich, lest if they should 

? 'OW rich they should grow proud, and seek independence. 

our lordships see that in this man’s opinion riches must be- 
get pride. I hope your lordships will never be so poor as to 
cease to be proud ; for ceasing to be proud, you win cease to 
be independent. 

Having resolved that the Rajah should not grow rich, for 
fear he should grow proud and independent, he orders Him to 
pay forty lacka of rupees, or £400,000, annually to the Com- 
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paay. The tribute had before been £250,000, and he all at 
once raised it to £400,000. Did he previously inform the 
council of these intentions ? Did he inform them of the 
amount of the gross collections of the country, from any 
properly authenticated accounts procured from any public 
office ? 

I need not inform your lordships that it is a serious thing 
to draw out of a country, instead of £250,000, an annual tri- 
bute of £400,000. There were other persons besides the 
Bajah concerned in this enormous increase of revenue. The 
whole country is interested in its resources being fairly esti- 
mated and assessed ; for if you overrate the revenue which 
it is supposed to yield to the great general collector, you ne- 
cessitate him to overrate every under-collector, and thereby 
instigate them to harass and oppress the people. It is upon 
these grounds that we have charged the prisoner at your oar 
with having acted arbitrarily, illegalljr, unjustly, and tyran- 
nically : and your lordships will bear m mind that these acts 
were done by his sole authority, which authority we Ij^ve 
shown to have been illegally assumed. 

My lords, before he took the important steps which I have 
just stated, he consulted no one but Mr. Markham, whom he 
placed over the new Bajah. The Eajah was only nineteen 
years old : but Mr. Markham undoubtedly had the advantage 
of him in this respect, for he was twenty-one. He bad also 
the benefit of five months’ experience of the country ; an 
abundant experience to be sure, my lords, in a country where 
it is well known, from the peculiar character of its inhaoitants, 
that a man cannot anywhere put his foot without placing it 
upon some trap or mine, until he is perfectly acquainted with 
its localities. Nevertheless, he puts tlie whole country and a 
prince of nineteen, as appears from the evidence, into the hands 
of Mr. Markham, a man of twenty-one. We have no doubt of 
Mr. Markham’s capacity ; but he could have no experience in 
the country over which he possessed a general controlling 
power. Under these circumstances, we surely shall not wonder 
if this young man fell into error. I do not like to treat harshly 
the errors into which a very young person may fall : but the 
man who employs him, and puts him into a situation for 
which he has neither capacity nor expenence, is re^nsible 
for the consequences of such an appointment ; and Mr. Hast* 
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ixM i* doubly responsible in this case, because be placed Mr. 
Iwrkbam as resiacnt, merely to show that he defied the 
authority of the court of directors. 

But, my lords, let us proceed. We find Mr. Hasting 
resolved to exact forty lacks from the country, although he 
had no proof that such a tribute could be fairly collected. 
He next assigns to this boy, the Itajah, emoluments amounting 
to about £60,000 a year. Let us now see upon what grounds 
he can justify the assignment of these emoluments. I can 
perceive none but such as are founded upon the opinion of its 
oeing necessary to the support of the Eajah’s dignity. Now, 
when Mr. Markham, w ho is tlie sole ostensible actor in the 
management of the new Rajah, as he had been a witness to 
the deposition of the former, comes before you to give an ac- 
count of what he thought of Cheit Sing, who appears to 
have properly supported the dignity of his situation, be tells 
you that about a lack or a lack and a half (£10,000 or 
£16,000) a year was as much as Cheit Sing could spend. 
And yet this young creature, settled in the same country, and 
who was to pay £400,000 a year, instead of £250,000, 
tribute to the Company, was authorized by Mr. Hastings to 
collect and reserve to his own use £60,000 out of the revenue. 
That is to say, he was to receive four times as much as was 
stated by Mr. Hastings, on Mr. Markham’s evidence, to have 
been necessary to support him. 

Your lordships tread upon corruption everywhere. Why 
w’as such a large revenue given to the young Rmah to support 
his dignity, when, as they say, Cheit Sing <fid not spend 
above a lack and half in support of his ; though it is known 
he had great establishments to maintain ; that he had erected 
considerable buildings, adorned with line gardens ; and, ac- 
cording to them, had made ^eat preparations for war ? 

We must at length imagine that they knew the country 
could bear the impost imposed upon it. I ask, how did they 
know this P We have proved to you, by a paper presented 
here by Mr. Markham, that tho net amount of the collections 
was about £860,000. This is their own account, and was 
made up, as Mr. Markham says, by one of the clerks of Dmr- 
bedgy Sinff, together with his Persian moonshee (a veiy 
fine councu to settle the revenues of the kingdom), in hia 
boose. And with this account before them, th^ 
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have aared to impose upon the necks of that unhappy ^ople 
a tribute of £400,000, together with an income for the^jab 
of £6P,000. These sums the naib Durbedgy Sing was 
bound to furnish, and left to get them as he could. Your 
lordships will observe, that I speak of the net proceeds 
the collections. We have nothing to do with the gross 
amount. W e are speaking of what came to the public trea- 
sury, which was no more than I have stated ; and it was out 
of the public treasury that these payments were to be made, 
because there could be no other honest way of getting the 
money. 

But let us now come to the main point, which is to ascer- 
tain what sums the country could really bear. Mr. Hastings 
maintains (whether in the speech of his counsel or otherwise, 
I do not recollect) that the revenue of the country was 
£400,000, that it constantly paid that sum, and flourished 
under the pay ment . In answer to this, I refer your lordships, 
first to Mr. Markham’s declaration, and the Wassil Baakee, 
which is in the page 1750 of the printed minutes. I next rofer 
your lordships to Mr. Duncan’s Eeporcs, in page 2493. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Duncan’s public estimate of the revenue of 
Benares, the net collections of the very year we are speaking 
of, when Durbedgy Sing had the management, and when 
Mr. Markham, his Persian moonshee, and a clerk in his pri- 
vate house, made the estimates, without any documents, or 
with whatever documents, or God only knows, for nothing 
appears on the record of the transaction ; the collections 
yielded in that year but £340,000, that is, £20,000 less than 
Mr. Markham’s estimate. But take it which way you will, 
whether you take it at Mr. Markham’s £360,000, or at !Mr. 
Duncan’s £340,000, your lordships wall see, that, after re- 
serving £60,000 for his own private expenses, the Bajah 
could not realize a sum nearly equal to the tribute de- 
manded. 

Your lordships have also in evidence before you an account 
of the produce of tlie country for, I believe, full five years 
after this period, from which it appears that it never realized 
the forty lacks, or anything like it. Yielding only thirty- 
seven and thirty-nine lacks, or thereabouts, which is £20,000 
short of Mr. Markham’s estimate, and £160,000 short of 
Mr. Hastings’s. On what data could the prisoner at your 
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bar have formed this estimate ? Where were all the clerks 
a|k4 mutseddies, where were all the men of business in Be- 
nares, who could have given him complete information upon 
the subject ? We do not find the trace of any of them ; all 
our information is Mr. Markham’s moonshee, and some clerk 
of Durbedgy Sing’s employed in Mr. Markham’s private 
counting-house, in estimating revenues of a country. 

The (usnosable revenue was still further reduced by the 
jaghires wnich Mr. Hastings granted, but to what amount 
does not appear. He mentions the increase in the revenue, 
by the confiscation of the estates of the Baboos, who had 
been in rebellion. This he rates at six lacks. But we have 
inspected the accounts ; we have examined them with that 
sedulous attention w'hich belongs to that branch of the legis- 
lature that has tlie care of the public revenues, and we have 
not found one trace of this addition. Whether these con- 
fiscations were ever actually made, remains doubtful ; but if 
they were made, tlie application or the receipt of the money 
th^ yielded does not appear in any account whatever. 1 
leave your lordships to judge of this. 

But it may be said, that Mr. Hastings. might have been in 
an error. If he was in an error, my lords, his error con- 
tinued an extraordinary length of time. The error itself was 
also extraordinary in a man of business : it was an error of 
account. If his confidential agent, Mr. Markham, had ori- 
ginally contributed to load him into the error, he soon per- 
ceived it. He soon informed ]\Ir. Hastings that his expect- 
ations were erroneous, and that he had ovcrraic'd the country. 
What then are we to think of his persevering in this error ? 
Mr. Hastings might have formed extravagant and wdld ex- 
pectations when he was going up the country to plunder; 
for we allow that avarice may often overcalculate the hoards 
that it is going to rob. If a thief is going to plunder a bank- 
er’s shop, his avarice, when running the risk of his life, may 
lead him to imagine there is more money in the shop than 
there really is. But when this man was in possession of the 
country, how came ho not to know and understand the con- 
dition of it better ? In fact he was well acquainted with it^ 
for he has declared it to be his opinion that forty lacks was 
an overrated calculation, and that the country could not 
continue to pay this tribute at the veiy time he was imposing 



HASTINGS, SSQ. 


e? 


it. You have this admission iu page 294 of the printed 
minutes ; hut in the ve^ fac#^ of it ne says, If the Eaiah will 
exert himself, and continue for some years the regiJar pay« 
ment, he will then grant him a remission. Thus the Eaiah 
was told, what he well knew, that he was overrated, hut that 
at some time or another he was to expect a remission. And 
what, my lords, was the condition ^on which he was to ob- 
tain this promised indulgence ? The punctual payment of 
that which Mr. Hastings declares he was not able to pay ; 
and which he could not pay w^ithout ruining the country, 
betraying his own honour and character, and acting directly 
contrary to the duties of the station in which Mr. Hastings 
had placed him. Thus this unfortunate man was compelled 
to have recourse to the most rigorous exaction, that he might 
be enabled to satisfy the exorbitant demand which had been 
made upon him. 

But let us suppose that the country was able to afford the 
sum at which it was assessed, and that nothing was required 
but vigour and activity in the Bajah. Hid Mr. Hastings 
endeavour to make his strength equal to the task imposed 
on himP No; the direct contrary; in proportion as he 
augmented the burthens of this man, in just that proportion 
he took away his strength and power of supporting these 
burthens. 

There was not one of the external marks of honour, which 
attended the government of Cheit ^ing, that he did not take 
away from the new Bajah ; and still, when this new man 
came to his new authority, deprived of all external marks of 
consequence, and degraded in the opinion of his subjects, he 
was to extort from his people an additional revenue, payable 
to the Company, of fifteen lacks of rupees more than was 
paid bj^ the late Bajah, in all the plenitude of undivided 
authority. To increase this difficulty still more, the father 
and guardian of this inexperienced youth was a man who 
had no credit or reputation in the country. This circum- 
stoce alone was a sufficient drawback from the weight of 
his authority ; but Mr. Hastings took care that he should be 
divested of it altogether ; for, as our charge states, he placed 
him under the immediate direction of Mr. Markham ; and 
consequently Mr. Markham was the governor of the country 
Could a man, with a reduced, divided, contemptible authority’, 
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Teilture to strike suck bold and hardy strokes as would be 
efficient, without being oppressive ? Could he, or any other 
man, thus bound and shackled, execute such vigorous and 
energetic measures as were necessary to realize such an enor- 
mous tribute .as was imposed upon this unhappy country P 
My lords, I must now call your attention to another cir* 
cumstance, not mentioned in the charge, but connected with 
the appointment of the new Eajah, and of his naib, Durbedgy 
Sing, and demonstrative of the unjust and cruel treatment 
to which they were exposed. It appears, from a letter pro- 
duced here oy Mr. Markham (upon which kind of corre- 
spondence I shall take the liberty to remark hereafter), that 
tne Eajah lived in perpetual apprehension of being removed, 
and that a person called Oossaun Sing was intended as his 
successor. Mr. Markham, in one part of his correspondence, 
tells you that the Kajah did not intend to hold the govern- 
ment any longer. Why? Upon a point of right, namely, 
that he did not possess it upon the same advantageous terms 
as Cheit Sing ; but he tells you in another letter (and this 
is a much better key to the whole transaction), that he was 
in dread of that Oossaun Sing whom I have just mentioned. 
This man Mr. Hastings kept ready to terrify the Bajah ; and 
you will, in the course of these transactions, see that there is 
not a man in India, of any consideration, against whom Mr. 
Hastings did not keep a kind of pretender, to keep him in 
continual awe. This Oossaun Sing, whom Mr. Hastings 
brought up with him to Benares, was dreaded by Cheit Sing, 
not less than by his successor. We find that he was at first 
nominated naib or acting governor of the country, but had 
never been put in actual possession of this high office, and 
Durbedgy Sing was appointed to it. Although Oossaun 
Sing was thus removed, he continued his pretensions, and 
constantly solicited the office. Thus tho poor man appoint- 
ed by Mr. Hastings, and actually in possession, was not only 
called upon to perform tasks beyond his stren^h, but was 
overawed by Mr. Markham, and terrified by Oossaun Sing 
(the mortal enemy of the family), w'ho, like an accusing fiie^ 
W'as continually at his post, and unceasingly reiteratmg hiR 
accusations. This Oossaim Sing was, as Mr. Markham tells 
you, one of the causes of the Bajah’ s continued dejection and 
despondency ; hut it does not appear that any of these cir- 
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eumstances were ever laid before the council; the whole 
passed between Mr. Hastings and Mr. Markham. 

Mr. Hastings having by his arbitrary will thus disposed of 
the revenue and of the landed property of Benares, we will 
now trace his further proceedings and their effects. He 
found the country most flourishing in agriculture and in 
trade ; but not satisfied with the experiment he had made 
upon the government, upon the revenues, upon the reigning 
family, and upon all the landed property, he resolved to make 
as bold and as novel an experiment upon the commercial in- 
terests of the country. Accordingly he entirely changed that 
part of the revenue system which affects trade and commerce, 
the life and soul of a state. Without any advice that we 
know of, except Mr. Markham’s, he sat down to change in 
every point the whole commercial system of that country ; 
and he effected the change upon the same arbitrary principles 
which he had before acted upon, namely, his own arbitrary 
will. We are told, indeed, that he consulted bankers and 
merchants ; but when your lordships shall have learned what 
has happened from this experiment, you will easily see 
whether he did resort to proper sources of information or 
not. You will see, that the mischief which has happened 
has proceeded from the exercise of arbitrary power. Arbi- 
trary power, my lords, is always a miserable creature. When 
a man once adopts it as the principle of his actions, no one 
dares to tell him a truth ; no one’ dares to give him any in- 
formation that is disagreeable to him ; for all know that their 
life and fortuno depend upon his caprice. Thus the man 
who lives in the exercise oi arbitrary power condemns him- 
self to eternal ignorance. Of this the prisoner at your bar 
affords us a striking example. This man, without advice, 
without assistance, and without resource, except in his own 
arbitrary power, stupidly ignorant in himself, and puffed up 
with the constant companion of ignorance, a blind presump- 
tion, alters the system of commercial imposts, ana thereby 
mned the whole trade of the country, leaving no one part of 
it undestroyed. 

Let me now call your lordships* attention to his assumption 
of power, without one word of communication with the 
council at Calcutta, where the whole of these trading regu- 
lations might and ought to have been considered, and where 
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they could have been deliberately examined and determined 
upon. By this assumption, the council was placed in the 
situation which I have oefore described ; it must either con- 
firm his acts, or again undo everything which had been 
done. He had provided, not only a^inst resistance, but 
almost against any inquiry into his wild projects. He had, 
by his opium contracts, put all vigilance asleep ; and by his 
bullock and other contracts, be had secured a variety of con- 
cealed interests, both abroad and at home. He was sure of 
the ratification of his acts by the council, whenever he 
should please to inform them of his measures ; and to his 
secret influence he trusted for impunity in his career of 
tyranny and oppression. 

In bringing before you his arbitrary mode of imposing 
duties, I beg to remind your lordships, that when I examined 
Mr, Markham, concerning the imposing of a duty of five per 
cent., instead of the former duty of two, 1 asked him, whether 
that five per cent, was not laid on in such a manner as utterly 
to eatinguish the trade ; and whether it was not, in effect 
and substance, five times as much as had been paid before. 
What was his answ'er ? Why, that many plans which, 
when considered in the closet, look specious and plausible, 
will not hold when they come to be tried in practice, and 
that this plan was one of them. Tlie additional duties, said 
he, have never since been exacted. But, my lords, the very 
attempt to exact them utterly ruined the trade of the coim- 
trj. They were imposed upon a visionary theory, formed in 
bis own closet, and the result was exactly what might have 
been anticipated. Was it not an abominable thing in Mr. 
Hastings to withhold from the council the means of ascer- 
taining the real operation of his taxes P He had no know- 
ledge of trade himself; he cannot keep an account; he has 
no memory. In fact, we find him a man possessed of no one 
quality fit for any kind of business whatever. We find him 
pursuing his own visionary projects, without knowing any- 
thing 01 the nature or the circumstances under which the 
trade of the countiy was carried on. These projects might 
have looked very plausible ; but when you come to examine 
the actual state of the trade, it is not merely a difference be- 
tween five and two per cent., but it becomes a different mode 
oir estunating the commodity, and it amounts to five times as 
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much as was paid before. We bring this as an exemplifica- 
tion of this cursed mode of arbitrary proceeding, and to 
show you his total ignorance of the subject, and his total in- 
difference about the event of the measure he was pursuing. 
When he began to perceive his blunders, he never took any 
means whatever to put the new regulations, which these blun- 
ders had made necessary, into execution, but he left all this 
mischievous project to rage in its full extent. 

I have shown your lordships how he managed the private 
property of the country, how he managed the government^ 
and how he managed the trade. I am now to call your lord- 
ships’ attention to some of the consequences which have re- 
sulted from the instances of management, or rather gross 
mismanagement, which have been brought before you. Your 
lordships will recollect that none of these violent and arbitrary 
measures, either in their conception or in the progress of their 
execution, were ofl&cially made known to the council. And you 
will observe, as we proved, that the same criminal concealment 
existed with respect to the fatal consequences of these act*. 

After the flight of Cheit Sing, the revenues were punctually 
paid by the naib Durbedgy Sing, month by month, kist by 
kist, luitil the month of July, and then, as the country had 
suffered some distress, the naib wished this kist or instalment 
to be thrown on the next month. You will ask, why he 
wished to burthen this month beyond the rest ? I reply, the 
reason was obvious ; the month of^ August is the last of the 
year, and he would at its expiration have the advantage of 
viewing the receipts of the whole year, and ascertaining the 
claim of the country to the remission of a part of the annual 
tribute which Mr. Hastings had promised, provided the in- 
stalments were paid regularly. It was well Known to every- 
body that the country had suffered very considerably by the 
revolt, and by a drought which prevailed that year. The 
Bajah therefore expected to avail himself of Mr. Hastings’s 
flattering promise, and to save by the delay the payment of 
one of the two kists. But mark the course that was taken ; 
the two kists were at once demanded at the end of the jear, 
and no remission of tribute was allowed. By the promise of 
remission, Mr. Hastings tacitly acknowledged that the Bajah 
was overburthened ; and he a^its that the payment of the 
July kist was postponed at the Bajah’s own desire. He must 
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have Been the BajaVs motive for desiring delay, and he ought 
to have taken care that this poor man should not be oppressed 
and ruined by this compliance with requests founded on such 
motives. 

So passed the year 1781. No complaints of arrears in 
Durbedgy Sing’s payments appear on record before the month 
of April, 1782 ; and I wish j^our lordships seriously to advert 
to the circumstances attending the evidence respecting these 
arrears, which has been produced for the first time by the 
prisoner in his defence here at your bar. This evidence does 
not appear in the Company’s records ; it does not appear in 
the book of the Benares correspondence ; it does not appear 
in any documents to which the Commons could have access ; 
it was unknovm to the directors, unknown to the council ; 
unknown to the residents, Mr. Markham’s successors at Be- 
nares ; unknown to the searching and inquisitive eye of the 
Commons of Great Britain. This important evidence was 
drawn out of Mr. Markham’s pocket, in the presence of your 
lordships. It consists of a private correspondence w'hicli he 
carried on with Mr. Hastings, unknown to the council, after 
Durbedgy Sing had been appointed naib ; after the new go- 
vernment had been established, after Mr. Hastings had quitted 
that province, and had apparently wholly abandoned it ; and 
when there was no reason whatever why the correspondence 
should not be public. This private correspondence of Mr. 
Markham’s, now produced for the first time, is full of the bit- 
terest complaints against Durbedgy Sing. These clandestine 
complaints, these underhand means of accomplishing the 
ruin of a man, without the knowledge of his true and proper 
judges, we produce to your lordships as a heavy aggravation 
of our diarge, and as a proof of a wucked conspiracy to de- 
stroy the man. Bor if there was any danger of his falling 
into arrears when the heavy accumulated kists came upon 
him, the council ought to have known that danger; they 
ought to liave known every particular of those complaints ; 
for Mr. Hastings had then carried into effect his own plans. 

I ought to have particularly marked for your lordships’ 
attention this second era of clandestine correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Hastings and Mr. Markham. It commenced after 
Mr. Hastings liad quitted Benares, and had nothing to do 
with it but as Gkivemor-General : even after his extraordinary 
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and, as we contend, illegal power had completely expired, the 
same clandestine correspondence was carried on. lie appa- 
rently considered Benares as his private property ; and just 
as a man acts with his private steward about his private 
estate, so he acted with the resident at Benares. He receives 
from him and answers letters containing a series of com- 
plaints against Durbedgy Sing, which began in April, and 
continued to the month of November, without making any 
public communication of them. He never laid one word of 
this correspondence before the council until the 29th of No- 
vember, and he had then completely settled the fate of this 
Durbedgy Sing. 

This clandestine correspondence we charge against him 
as an act of rebellion ; for he was bound to lay before the 
council the whole of his correspondence relative to the re- 
venue, and all the other affairs of the country. We charge it 
not only as rebellion against the orders of the Company and 
the laws of the land, but as a wicked plot to destroy this 
man, by depriving him of any opportunity of defending him- 
self before the council, his lawful judges. I wish to impress 
it strongly on your lordships’ minds, that neither the com- 
plaints of Mr. Markham nor the exculpations of Durbedgy 
Sing were ever made known till Mr. Markham was examined 
in this hall. 

The first intimation afforded the council of what had been 

f oing on at Benares, from April, 1782, at which time Mr. 

larkham says the complaints against Durbedgy Sing had 
risen to serious importance, was in a letter dated the 27th of 
November following. This letter was sent to the council 
from Nia Serai, in the Ganges, where Mr. Hastings had re- 
tired for the benefit of the air. During the whole time he 
was in Calcutta, it does not appear upon the records that he 
had ever held any communication with the council upon the 
subject. The letter is in the printed minutes, page 298, and 
is as follows : “ The Governor- General — I desire the secretary 
to lay the accompanying letters from Mr. Markham before 
the board, and request that orders may be immediately sent 
to him concerning the subjects contained in them. It may 
be necessary to inform the board, that on repeated informi^ 
tion from Mr. Markham, which indeed was confirmed to me 
beyond a doubt by other channels, and by private assurances 
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wliich I could trust, that the affairs of that province were 
likely to fall into the greatest confusion from the misconduct 
of Bahoo Durbedgy Sing, whom I had appointed the naib ; 
fearing the dangerous consequences of a delay, and being at 
too great a distance to consult the members of the board, 
who I knew could repose that confidence in my local know- 
ledge as to admit of this occasional exercise of my own sepa- 
rate authority, I wrote to Mr. Markham the letter to which 
he alludes, dated the 29th of September last, of which I now 
lay before the board a copy. The first of the accompanying 
letters from Mr. Markham arrived at a time when a severe 
return of my late illness obliged me, by the advice of my 
physicians, to leave Calcutta for the benefit of the country 
air, and prevented me from bringing it earlier before the no- 
tice of the board.” 

I have to remark upon this part of the letter, that he claims 
for himself an exercise of his own authority. He had now 
no delegation, and therefore no claim to separate authority. 
Hb was only a member of the board, obliged to do eveiy- 
thing according to the decision of the majority, and yet he 
speaks of his own separate authority ; anJ after compliment- 
ing himself, he requests its confirmation. The complaints 
of Mr. Markham hod been increasing, growing, and multiply- 
ing upon him, from the month of April preceding, and he had 
never given the least in^timation of it to the board until he 
wrote this letter. This was at so late a period that he then 
says, the time won’t wait for a remedy ; 1 am obliged to use 
my own separate authority : although he had had abundant 
time for laying the whole matter before the council. 

He next goes on to say, “ It had indeed been my inten- 
tion, but for the same cause, to have requested the instruc- 
tions of the board for the conduct of Mr. Markham, in the 
difficulties which he had to encounter immediately a^r the 
date of my letter to him; and to have recommended the 
substance of it, for an order to the board.” 

He seems to have promised Mr. Markham that, if the vio- 
lent act which Mr. Markham proposed, and which he, Mr. 
Hastings, ordered, was carried into execution, an authority 
should he procured from the board. He, however, did not 
get Mr. MW‘kham such an authority. "WTiy P B^use he 
was resolved, as be has told you, to act by his own separate 
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autbority ; and because, as be bas likewise told you, that be 
disobeys tbe orders of tbc court of directors, and defies the 
laws oi tbe country, as a signal of bis authority, 

Now, what does be recommend to the board? That it 
will be pleased to confirm tbe appointment which Mr. Mark- 
ham made in obedience to his individual orders, as well as the 
directions which be had given him, to exact from Baboo 
Durbedgy Sing, with the utmost rigour, every rupee of the 
collections; and either to confine him at Benares, or send 
him to Chunar, and imprison him there, until the whole of 
his arrears were paid up. Here then, my lords, you have, 
what plainly appears in every act of Mr. Hastings, a feeling 
of resentment for some personal injury. “ I feel myself,** 
says he, “ and may be allowed on sucn an occasion to acknow- 
ledge it, personally hurt at the ingratitude of this man, and 
the discredit which his iU conduct has thrown on my ap- 
pointment of him. The Eajah himself, scarcely arrived at 
the verge of manhood, was in understanding but little ad- 
vanced beyond the term of childhood ; and it had been tlffe 
policy of Cheit Sing to keep him equally secluded from the 
world and from business.’* This is the character Mr. Hast- 
ings giv^ of a man whom he appointed to govern the 
country. He goes on to say of Durbedgy Sing : — As he 
was allowed a jaghire of a very liberal amount, to enable 
him to maintain a state and consequence, suitable both to the 
relation in which he stood to the Kajah and the high office 
which had been assigned to him, and sufficient also to free 
him from the temptation of little and mean peculations, it is 
therefore my opinion, and I recommend that Mr. Markham 
be ordered to divest him of his jaghire, and reunite it to the 
malguzzary, or the land paying its revenue, through the 
Bajah, to the Company. 

‘‘The opposition made by the Bajah and the old Eannee, 
both equall V incapable of judging for themselves, do certainly 
originate n*om some secret influence, which ought to be 
checked by a decided and peremptory declaration of the au- 
thority of the board, and a denunciation of their displeasure 
at their presumption. If they can be induced to yield the 
ap pearance of a cneerfiil acquiescence in the new arrangement 
and to adopt it as a measure formed with their participation, 
it would be better than that it should be done oy a declared 
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ttdit of compulsion ; but at all events it ought to be done.” 
My lords, it had been abeady done ; the naib vras dismissed; 
he* was imprisoned; his jaghire was confiscated; all these 
things were done by Mr. Hastings’s orders. He had resolved 
to take the whole upon himself; he had acted upon that 
resolution before he addressed this letter to the board. 

Thus, my lords, was this unhappy man punished without 
any previous trial, or any charges, except the complaints of 
Mr. Markham, and some other private information which Mr. 
Hastings said he had received. Before the poor object of 
these complaints could make up his accounts, before a single 
step was taken, judicially or officially, to convict him of any 
crime, he was sent to prison, and his private estates confis- 
cated. 

My lords, the Commons of Great Britain claim from you, 
that no man shall be imprisoned till a regular charge is made 
against him, and the accused fairly heard in his defence. 
They claim from you, that no man shall be imprisoned on a 
matter of account, until the account is settled between the 
parties. And claiming this, we do say, that the prisoner’s 
conduct towards Durbedgy Sing was illegal, unjust, violent, 
and oppressive. The imprisonment of this man was clearly 
illegal on the part of Mr. Hastings, as he acted without the 
authority of the council, and doubly oppressive, as the impri- 
soned man was thereby disabled from settling his account 
with the numberless Sub-accountants whom he had to deal 
with in the collection of the revenue. 

Haring now done with these wicked, flagitious, abandoned, 
and abominable acts, I shall proceed to the extraordinary 

E owers given by Mr. Hastings to his instrument, Mr. Mark- 
am, who was employed in perpetrating these acts, and to 
the very extraordinary instructions which he gave this in- 
strument for his conduct in the execution of the power in- 
trusted to him. In a letter to Mr. Markham, he says, “ I need 
not tell you, my dear sir, that I possess a very high opinion 
of your abilities, and that I repose the utmost confidence in 
your integrity.” He might have had reason for both, but he 
scarcely left to Mr. Markham the use of either. He arbitnl^ 
rily imposed upon him the tasks which he wished him to 
execute, and he engaged to bear out his acts by his own 
power. “From your long residence at Benares,” says hoi 
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•• and from the part you have had in the business of that 
zemindary, you must certainly best know the men who are 
most capable and deserving of public employment. From 
among these I authorize you to nominate a naib to the Eajah, 
in the room of Durbedgy Sing, whom, on accoimt of his ill 
conduct, I think it necessary to dismiss from that office. It 
will be hardly necessary to except Oossaun Sing from the 
description of men to whom I have limited your choice, yet 
it may not be improper to apprize you, that I will, on no 
terms, consent to his being naib. In forming the arrange- 
ments consequent upon this new appointment, I request you 
will, as far as you can with propriety, adopt those which were 
in use during the life of Bulwant Sing ; so far, at least, as to 
have distinct offices for distinct purposes, independent of each 
other, and with proper men at the head of each ; so that one 
office may detect or prevent any abuses or irregularities in 
the others, and togetner form a system of reciprocal checks. 
Upon that principle I desire you will in particular establish, 
under whatever names, one office of receipts, and another qf 
treasury ; the officers of both must be responsible for the 
truth and regularity of their respective accounts, but not sub- 
ject in the statement of them to the control or interference of 
the Eajah or naib ; nor should they be removable at pleasure, 
but for manifest misconduct only. At the head of one or 
other of these offices I could wish to see the late Boxey 
Eogoober Dyall ; his conduct in his former office, his behaviour 
on the revolt of Cheit Sing, and particularly at the fall of 
Bidjigur, together with his general character, prove him 
worthy of employment and of the notice of our government. 
It is possible that he may have objections to holding an office 
under the present Eajah ; offer him one, however, and let him 
know that you do so by my directions.” He then goes on 
to say, “ Bo not wholly neglect the Eajah ; consult with him 
in appearance, but in appearance only. His situation requires 
that you should do that much ; but his youth and inexperi- 
ence forbid that you should do more.” 

You see, my lords, he has completely put the whole go- 
vernment into the hands of a man who had no name, character, 
or official situation, but that of the Company’s resident 
at that place. Let us now see what is the office of a resident. 
It is to reside at the court of the native prince, to give 
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the council notice of the tran»actions that are going on 
there, and to take care that the tribute be regularly paid^kist 
by kist ; but we have seen that Mr. Markham, the resident 
at Benares, was invested by Mr. Hastings with supreme au- 
thority in this unhappy country. He was to name whoever 
he pleased to its government, with the exception of Oossaun 
Sing, and to drive out the person who had possessed it under 
an authority which could only be revoked by the council. 
Thus Mr. Hastings delegated to Mr. Markham an authority 
which he himself did not really possess, and which could 
only be legally exercised through the medium of the 
council. 

With respect to Durbedgy Sing, he adds, — “ He has dis- 
honoured my choice of him.” My choice of him ! “ It now 

only remains to guard against the ill effects of his miscon- 
duct, to detect and punish it. To this end I desire that the 
officers to be appointed in consequence of these instructions 
do, with as much accura<*y and expedition as possible, make out 
mi account of the receipts, disbursements, and transactions of 
lJurbedgy Sing, during the time he has acted as naib of the 
7.emindaiy of Benares ; and I desire you will, in my name, 
assime him, that unless he pays at the limited time every 
rupee of the revenue due to the Company, his life shall answer 
for the default. I need not caution you to provide against 
his flight, and the removal of his effects.” He here says, my 
lords, that he will detect and punish him ; but the first thing 
he does, without any detection, even before the accounts he 
talks of are made up, and without knowing whether he has 
got the money or not, he declares that he will have every 
rupee paid at the time, or otherwise the naib’s life shall pay 
for it. 

Is this the language of a British governor ; of a person 
appointed to govern, hy lato, nations subject to the dominion 
and under the protection of this kingdom ? Is he to order a 
man to be first imprisoned and deprived of his property ; then 
for an inquiry to be made, and to declare, during tnat inquiry, 
that if every rupee of a presumed embezzlement be not paid 
up, the life of his victim shall answer for it ? And accords* 
ingly this man’s life did answer for it, as I have already had 
occasion to mention to your lordships. 

I will now read Mr. Markham’s letter to the council, in 
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which he enters into the charges against Burhedgy Sing, 
after this unhappy man had been imprisoned. 

Benares, 24th of October, 1782. — “I am sorry that my duty 
obliges me to mention to your honourable board my appre- 
hensions of a severe loss accruing to the honourable Company, 
if Baboo Burbedgy Sing is continued in the naibut during 
the present year. I ground my fears on the knowledge I 
had of his mismanagement ; the bad choice he has made of 
his aumils ; the mistrust which they have of him ; and the 
several complaints which have been preferred to me by the 
ryotts of almost every pergunnah in the zemindary. I did 
not choose to waste the time of your honourable board in 
listening to my representations of his inattention to the com- 
plaints of oppression which were made to him by his ryotts, 
as 1 hoped that a letter he received from the honourable Go- 
vernor-General would have had weight sufficient to have made 
him more regular in his business, and more careful of his 
son’s interest.” 

My lords, think of the condition of your government in 
India ! Here is a resident at Benares exercising power nSt 
given to him by virtue of his office, but given only by the 
private orders of the prisoner at your bar. And what is it he 
does ? He says, he did not choose to trouble the council 
with a particular account of his reasons for removing a man 
who possessed a high office under their immediate appoint- 
ment. The council was not to kpow them : hfe did not 
choose to waste the time of their honourable board in listening 
to the complaints of the people. No ; the honourable board 
is not to have its time wasted in that improper manner ; 
therefore, without the least inquiry or inquisition, the man 
must be imprisoned, and deprived of his office : he must have 
all his property confiscated, and be threatened with the loss 
of his life. 

These are crimes, my lords, for which the Commons of 
Great Britain knock at the breasts of your consciences, and 
call for justice. They would think themselves dishonoured 
for ever, if they had not brought these crimes before your 
lordships, and with the utmost energy demanded your 
vindictive justice, to the fullest extent in which it can be 
rendered. 

But there are some aggravating circumstances in these 
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crimefl, which I have not yet stated. It appears that this 
xtziihiippy and injured man was, without any ^Kcitation of 
his own, placed in a situation, the duties of which even Mr. 
Hastings considered it impossible for him to execute. In- 
atead of supporting him with the countenance of the su- 

E reme government, Mr. Hastings did everything to lessen 
is weight, his consequence, and authority. And when the 
business of the collection became embarrassed, without any 
fault of his, that has ever yet been proved, Mr. Markham in- 
stituted an inquiry. What kind of inquiry it was that would 
or could be made, your lordships will judge. While this was 
going on, Mr. Markham tells you that in consequence of or- 
ders which he had received, he first put him into a gentle 
confinement. Your lordships know what that confinement 
was ; and you know what it is for a man of his rank to be 
put into any confinement. We have shown he was thereby 
incapable of transacting business. His life had been threat- 
ened, if he should not pay in the balance of his accounts 
vijthin a short limited time ; still he was subjected to con- 
finement while he had money accounts to settle with the 
whole country. Could a man in gaol, dishonoured and repro- 
bated, take efiectual means to recover the arrears which l^e 
was called upon to pay ? Could he, in such a situation, re- 
cover the money which was unpaid to him, in such an exten- 
sive district as Benares ? Yet Mr. Markham tells the coun- 
cil, he thought proper V that Durbedey Bing should be put 
under a gentle confinement, until 1 shall receive your hon- 
ourable board’s orders for any future measures.” Thus Mr. 
Markham, without any orders from the council, assumed an 
authority to do that which we assert a resident at Benares 
had no right to do ; but to which he was instigated by Mr. 
Hastings’s recommendation that Burbedgy Sing should be 
prevented from flight. 

Now, my lords, was it to be expected that a man of Bur- 
bedgy Sing’s rank should suffer these hardsliips and indigni- 
ties, and at the same time kiss the rod and say, I ^ve 
deserved it all ? We know that all mankind revolts at op- 
pression, if it he real. We know that men do not wfllingfy 
submit to punishment, just or unjust ; and we find that B^ 
bedgy Sing had near relatives, who used for his relief all the 
power which was left them, — ^that of remonstrating with his 
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oppressors. Two arzies, or petitions, were presented to the 
council, of ■^hich we shall first call your lordships* attention 
to one from the dowager prircess of Benares, in favour of 
her child and of her family. 

From the Eaunee, wudow of Bulwant Sing, received the 
IC'th of December, 1782 : — “ I and my children have no hopes 
but from your highness, and our honour and rank are Tbe- 
stowv'd by you. — Mr. Markham, from the advice of my ene- 
mies, having protected the farmers, would not permit the 
balances to be collected. Baboo Durbedgy Sing frequently 
before desired that gentleman to show his resentment against 
the people 'who owed balances, that the balances might be 
collected, and to give ease to his mind for the present year, 
conformably to the requests signed by the presence, that he 
might complete the bundobust. But that gentleman would 
not listen to him ; and having appointed a mutseddy and 
taveeldar, employs them in the collections of the year, and 
sent two companies of sepoys and arrested Baboo Durbedgy 
Sing upon this charge, that he had secreted in his house 
many lacks of rupees from the collections, and he carried the 
mutseddies and treasurer with their papers to his own pre- 
sence. He neither ascertained this matter by proofs, nor 
does he complete the balance of the sircar from the jaidaads 
of the balances ; right or 'wrong, he is resolved to destroy 
our lives. As "we have no asylum or hope except from your 
highness, and as the Almighty has formed your mind to be 
a distributer of justice in these times, I therefore hope from 
the benignity of your highness that you will inquire and do 
justice in this matter, and that an aumeen may be appointed 
from the presence, that having discovered the crimes or inno- 
cence of Baboo Durbedgy Sing he may report to the pre- 
sence. Further particulars will be made known to your high- 
ness by the arzie of my son, Kajah Mehipnarain Bahader.** 

Arzie from Eajah Mehipnarain Bahader, received 15th 
December, 1782. — “ I before this had the honour of address- 
ing several arzies to your presence, but from my unfortunate 
state not one of them has been perused by your highness, 
that my situation might be fully learnt by you. The case is 
this ; Mr. Markham, from the advice of my enemies, having 
occasioned several kinds of losses, and given protection to 
those wdio owed balances, prevented the balance from being 
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collectod ; for this reason, that, the money not being paid in 
time, the Baboo might be convicted of inability. From this 
reason all the owners of balances refused to pay the malwa- 
jib of the sircar. Before this the Baboo had frequently de- 
sired that gentleman to show his resentment against the 
persons who owed the balances, that the balances might be 
paid, and that his mind might be at ease for the present year, 
so that the bundobust of the j)re 8 ent year might be completed ; 
adding, that if next year such kinds of injuries and protec- 
tion of the farmers w ere to happen, he should not be able to 
support it.” 

I am here to remark to your lordships, that the last of these 
petitions begins by stating, “ I before this have had the hon- 
our of addressing several arzies to your presence ; but, from 
ray unfortunate state, not one of them has been perused by 
your highness.” INly lords, if there is any one right secured 
to the subject, it is that of presenting a petition, and having 
that petition noticed. This right grows in importance in 
preportion to the power and despotic nature of the govern- 
ments to wdiich the petitioner is siibji;ct. For where there 
is no sort of remedy from any lixed laws, nothing remains 
but complaint, and prayers, and ])etitions. This was the case 
in Benares, for Mr. Hastings had destroyed every trace of 
law, leaving only the police of the single city of Benares. 
Htiil we find this complaint, prayer, and petition was not the 
first, but only one of many which Mr. Hastings took no no- 
tice of, entirely despised, and never would sufi’er to be pro- 
duced to the council ; which never knew anything, until this 
bundle of papers came before them, of the comphiiut of Mr. 
Markham against Hurbedgy Sing, or of tbe complaint of 
Durbedgy Sing against Mr. iMarkham. 

Observe, my lords, the person that put Durbedgy Sing in 
prison was IMr. Markham; wdiile the complaint in the arzie 
18, that IMr. ^Markham was himself the cause of the very 
failure for which he imprisoned him. Now what was tbe 
conduct of Mr. Hastings, as judge He has two persons 
before him ; tlie one in the ostensible care of the revenue of 
the country ; the other his own agent, acting under bis au- 
thority. The first is accused by the second, of default in his 
payments : the latter is complained of by the former, who 
says, that the occasion of the accusation had been furnished 
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him the accuser. The judge, instead of granting redress, 
dismisses the complaints agaiT>8t Mr. Markham with repre- 
hension, and sends the complainant to rot in prison, without 
making one inquiry, or giving himself the trouble of stating 
to Mr. Markham the complaints against him, and desiring 
Jiim to clear himself from them. My Iprds, if there were 
nothing but this to mark the treacherous and perfidious na- 
ture of his conduct, this would be sufficient. 

In this state of things, Mr. Hastings thus writes : — ** To 
Mr. Markham. The measures which you have taken with 
Baboo Durbedgy Sing are perfectly right and proper, so far 
os they go, and we now' direct tliat you exact from him, 
with the utmost rigour, every rupee of the collections w'hich 
It shall appear that he has made, and not brought to account, 
and either confine liim at Benares or send him prisoner to 
Chunar, and keep liim in confinement until he shall have 
discharged the wiiole of the amount due from him.” He 
here employs the very person against whom the complaint is 
made, to imprison the complainant. He approves the con- 
duct of his agent, without having heard his defence, and 
leaves him at Ids option to keep his victim a prisoner at 
Benares, or to im])risoii him in the fortress of Chunar, the 
infernal place to which lie sends the persons whom he has 
a mind to extort money from. 

Your lordships will be curious to know liowr this debt of 
Durbedgy Siug stood at the time of Ids iin])risoiiment. I 
will state the matter to your lordships briefly and in plain 
language, referring you for the particulars of the account to 
the papers which are in your minutes. It appears from them, 
that towards the end of the yearly account in 1782, a kist, or 
payment of eight lacks (about £80,000), the balance of the 
annual tribute, was due. In part of this kist, Durbedgy Sing 
paid two lacks (£20,000). Of the remaining six lacks 
(£60,000), the outstanding debts in the country due to the 
revenue, but not collected by the naib, amounted to four lacks 
(£4f0,000). Thus far the account is not controverted by the 
accusing party ; but Mu. Markham asserts, that he shall bo 
able to prove that the iiaib had also actually received the 
other two lacks (£20,000) ; and consequently was an actual 
defaulter to that amount, and bad upon the whole suflered 
the annual tribute to fall six lacks in arrcar. The naib dt> 
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nies tbe receipt of the two lacks just mentioned, and chal* 
lenges inquiry ; but no inquiries appear to have been made, 
and to this hour Mr. Markham has produced no proof of the 
fact. With respect to the arrear of the tribute money which 
appeared on the balance of tRe whole account, the naib de- 
fended himself by alleging the distresses of the country, the 
diminution of his authority, and the want of support from 
the supreme government in the collection of the revenues ; 
and he asserts, that he has assets sufficient, if time and 
power be allowed him for collecting them, to discharge the 
whole balance due to the Company. The immediate pay- 
ment of tlie whole balance w^as demanded, and Durbedgy 
8ing, unable to comply with the demand, was sent to prison. 
Thus stood the business wffien Mr. Markham, soon alter he 
had sent the naib to prison, quitted the residency ; he was 
succeeded by Mr. Bonn, who acted exactly upon the same 
principle. He declares, that the six lacks demanded were 
not demanded upon the prin(a*ple of its having been actually 
collected by him', but upon the principle of his having agreed 
to pay it. We have, say Mr. Hastings’s agents to the naib, 
we have a Jew’s bona. If it is in your bond, we will 
have it, or we will have a pound of your flesh ; whether you 
liavc received it or not, is no business of ours. About this 
time some hopes w'cre entertained by the resident that the 
naib’s personal exertions in collecting the arrears of the tri- 
bute might bo useful. ^ These hopes procured him a short 
liberation from his confinement. He was let out of pnson, 
and appears to have made another payment of half a lack ot 
rupees. Still the terms of the bond were insisted on, al- 
though Mr. Hastings had allowed that these terms were ex- 
travagant, and only one lack and a half of the money which 
had been actually received remained unpaid. One would 
think that common charit}^ that common decency, that com- 
mon regard to the decorum of life, would, under such cir- 
cumstiinccs, have hindered Mr. Hastings from imprisoning 
him again. But, my lords, he w'as imprisoned again. He 
c'ontinued in prison till Mr. Hastings quitted the country ; 
and there he soon after died, — a victim to the enormous op- 
pression wffiich has been detailed to your lordships. 

It appears that, in tlie mean time, the residents had been 
using other means for recoveiing the balance due to the Com- 
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pany. The iamily of the Eajah had not been paid one shil- 
ling* of the £60,000 allowed f^r their maintenance. They 
were obliged to mortgage their own hereditary estates for 
their support, while the residents confiscated all the property 
of Durbedgy Sing. Of the money thus obtained, what ac- 
count has been given ? None, my lords, none. It must, 
therefore, have been disposed of in some abominably corrupt 
way or other, while this miserable victim of Mr. Hastings 
was left to perish in a prison, after he had been elevated to 
the highest rank in the country. 

But, without doubt, they found abundance of effects after 
his death ? No, my lords ; they did not find anything. They 
ransacked his house ; they examined all his accounts, every 
paper that he had, in and out of prison. They searched and 
scrutinized everything. They had every penny of his for- 
tune, and I believe, though I cannot with certainty know, 
that the man dic'd insolvent : and it was not pretended that 
he had ever applied to his own use any part of the Com- 
pany’s money. • 

Thus Durbedgy Sing is gone ; this tragedy is finished ; a 
second Eajah of Benares has been destroyed. I do not speak 
of that miserable puppet who was said by Mr. Hastings to 
be in a state of childhood when arrived at manhood ; but of 
the person who represented the dignity of the family. He 
is gone ; he is swept away ; and in his name, in the name of 
this devoted Durbedgy Sing, in the name of his afflicted 
family, in the name of the people of the country, thus op- 
pressed by a usurped authority, in the name of all these, re- 
specting whom justice has been thus outraged, we call upon 
your lordships for justice. 

We are now at the commencement of a new order of 
things. Mr. Markham had been authorized to appoint who- 
ever he pleased as naib, with the exception of Oossaun Sing. 
He accordingly exercises this power, and chooses a person 
called Jagger Deo Sing. From the time of the confinement 
of Durbedgy Sing to the time of this man’s being put into 
the government, in whose hands were the revenues of the 
country ? Mr. Markham himself has told you, at your bar, 
that they were in his hands : that he was the person who 
not only named this man, but that he had the sole manago* 
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inent of the revenues ; and he was, of course, answerable for 
them all that time. The nominal title of zemindar was still 
left to the miserable pageant who held it ; but even the very 
name soon fell entirely out of use. It is in evidence before 
your lordships, that his name is not even so much as men- 
tioned in the proceedings of the government ; and that the 
person who really governed was not the ostensible dagger 
jDeo Bing, but Mr. Markham. The government, therefore, 
was taken completely and entirely out of the hands of the 
person who had a legal right to administer it ; out of the 
hands of his guardians ; out of the hands of his mother ; out 
of the hands of his nearest relations ; and, in short, of all 
those who in the common course of things ought to have been 
entrust(jd with it. From all such persojis I say it was taken, 
and where, my lords, was it deposited ? Why, in the hands 
of a man of whom we know nothing, and of whom we never 
heard anything, before we beard tlmt Mr. Markham of his 
own usurped authority, authorized by the usftirped authority 
of Mr. Hastings, without the least communication with the 
council, had put him in possession of that country. 

Mr. Markham himself, as 1 liave just said, adininistered the 
revenues alone, without the smallest authority for so doing, 
without the least knowledge of the council, till dagger Deo 
Bing was appointed nail). Did ho then give up his author- 
ity ? No such tiling. All the measures of dagger Deo Bing’s 
government wore taken w’^th the concurrence and joint man- 
agement of Mr. Markham. He conducted the whole; the 
settlements were made, the leases and agreements with farm- 
ers all regulated by liim. I need not tell you, T believe, that 
dagger Deo Bing was not a person of very much authority in 
the case; your lordships would laugh at mo if 1 said he was. 
The reveniK^ arrangements were, 1 firmly believe, regulated 
and made by j\[r. IMarkham. But whether they were or 
Were not, it comes to the same thing. If they were impro- 
perly made and imp;;operly conducted, Mr. ifastings is re- 
sponsible for the whole of the mismanagement, for he gave 
the entire control to a person who had little experience, 
who was young in the world (and this is the excuse I wish 
to make lor a gentleman of that age). He appointed him, 
tad gave him at large a discretionary authority to name whom 
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he pleased to be the o^teBsible naibj but we know that he 
took the principal part himself in all his settlements and in 
all his proceedings. 

Soon after the naib had been thus appointed and instructed 
by Mr. Markham, he settled under his directions the ad- 
ministration of the country. Mr. Markham then desires 
leave from Mr. Hastings to go down to Calcutta. 1 imagine 
he never returned to Benares ; he comes to Europe ; and 
here end the acts of this viceroy and delegate. 

Let us now begin the reign of Mr. Bonn and Mr. Eowke. 
These gentlemen had just the same power delegated to them 
that Mr. Markham possessed, not one jot less that I know of ; 
and they were therefore responsible, and ought to have been 
called to an account by Mr. Hastings, for every part of their 
proceedings. I will not give you my own account of the 
reign of these gentlemen ; but I will read to you what Mr. 
Hastings has thought proper to represent the state of the 
people to be under their government. This course wdll save 
your lordships time and trouble, for it will nearly 8upers(?de 
all observations of mine upon the subject. I hold .in my 
hand Mr. Hastings’s representation of the effects produced 
by a government wdiich w^as conceived by himself, carried 
into eftect by himself, and illegally invested by him w ith ille- 
gal powTrs, without any security or res]>oiisibility of any 
kind. Hear, I say, what an account Mr. Hastings gave, 
when he afterw’ards w'ent up to Bcnilres upon another wicked 
project, and think what onght to have been his feelings as he 
looked upon the ruin he had occasioned. Think of the con- 
dition ill wdiich he saw" Benares the first day he entered it. 
He then saw it beautiful, ornamented, rich ; an object that 
envy would have shed tears over for its prosperity — that hu- 
manity would have beheld with eyes glistening wdth joy for 
the comfort and happiness which w ere there enjoyed by man : 
— a country flourishing in cultivation to such a degree, that 
the soldiers were obliged to march in single files through the 
fields of com, to avoid damaging them ; a country in which 
Mr. Stables has stated, that the villages w^ere thick beyond 
all expression ; a country w^here the people pressed round 
their sovereign, as Mr. Stables also told you, with joy, tri- 
umph, and satisfaction. Such was the country ; and in such 
a sUite and under such a master was it when he first saw it 
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See what it now is under Warren fastings ; see what it is 
under the British government ; and then judge whether tho 
Commons are or are not right in pressing the subject upon 
your lordships for your decision ; and letting you and all this 
great auditory know what sort of a criminal you have before 
you, who has had the -impudence to represent to your lord- 
ships at your bar that Benares is in a flourishing condition^ 
in defiance of the evidence which we have under his own 
hands ; and who, in all the false papers that have been circu- 
lated to debauch the public opinion, has stated, that we, the 
Commons, have given a false representation as to the state of 
the country under the English government. 

Lucknow, tho 2nd of April, 1784. Addressed to the honour- 
able Edward Wheler, Esq., &c. Signed Warren Hastings. It 
is in page 306 of the printed minutes. — “ Gentlemen, — Hav- 
ing contrived by making forced stages, while the troops of 
my escort marched at the ordinary rate, to make a stay of 
five days at Benares, I was thereby furnished with the means 
of ‘“acquiring some knowledge of the state of the province, 
which I am anxious to communicate to you ; indeed the in- 
quiry, which was in a great degree obtruded upon me,aflect- 
ed me with very mortifying reflections on my own inabili^ 
^ to apply it to any useful purpose. From the confines of 
Buxar to Benares I w as followed and fatigued by the clamours 
of the discontented inhabitants. Tt was what I expected in a 
degree, because it is raro*that the exercise of authority should 
prove satisfactory to all who are tho objects of it. The dis- 
tresses which were produced by the long-continued drought 
unavoidably tended to heighten the general discontent ; yet I 
have reason to fear that the cause existed principally in a de- 
fective, if not a corrupt and oppressive, administration. Of a 
multitude of petitions which were presented to me, and of 
which I took minutes, every one that did not relate to a per- 
sonal grievance continued tho representation of one and the 
same species of oppression, which is in itf nature of an influ- 
ence most fatal to the future cultivation. The practice to 
which I allude is this, — it is aflirmed that the aumils and 
renters exact from the proprietors of the actud harvest a 
large increase in kind on their stipulated rent, that is, from 
those who hold their pottahs by the tenure of paying one- 
half of the produce of their crops, either the whole wi&out a 
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subterfuge, or a large proportion of it by false meisurement 
or other pretexts ; and from those whose engagements are for 
ajfixed rent in money, the halt or a greater proportion is 
taken in kind ; this is in effect a tax upon the industry of the 
inhabitants, since there is scarcely a held of grain in the pro- 
yince, I might say not one, which has not been preserved by 
the incessant labour of the cultivator, by digging wells fortheir 
supply or watering them from the wells of Marisonry with 
which this country abounds, or from the neighbouring tanks, 
rivers, and nullahs. The people who imposed on themselves 
this voluntary and extraordinary labour, and not unattended 
with expense, did it in the expectation of reaping the profits 
of it ; and it is as certain that they would not have done it, 
if they had known that their rulers, from whom they were 
entitled to an indemnification, would take from them what 
they had so Imrdly earned; if the same administration con- 
tinues, and the country shall again labour under a want of the 
natural rains, every field will be abandoned, the revenue fail, 
and thousands perish through the want of subsistence ; fsr 
who 'will labour for the sole benefit of others and to make 
himself the subject of vexation? These practices are not 
to be imputed to the aumils employed in the districts, but to 
the naib himself. Tlie avowed principle on which he acts, 
and which he acknowledged to myself, is, that the whole 
sum fixed for ‘the revenue of the province must be collected, 
and that for this purpose the defirtency arising in places 
where the crops have failed, or which have been left uncul- 
tivated, must DC supplied from the resources of others where 
the soil has been better suited to the season, or the indus- 
try of the cultivators more successfully exerted ; a principle 
which, however specious and plausible it may at first appear, 
certainly tends to the most pernicious and destructive conse- 
quences. If this declaration of the naib had been made onljr 
to myself, I might have doubted my construction of it ; but it 
was repeated by him to Mr. Anderson, who understood it 
exactly in the same sense. In the management of the cus- 
toms, the conduct of the naib, or of the officers under him, 
'was forced also upon my attention. The exorbitant rates 
exacted by an arbitrary valuation of the goods ; the practice 
of exacting duties twice on the same goods, first from the 
seller and afterwards from the buyer ; and the vexatious 
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dififiutes and delays drawn on the merchants by these 
pressiohs, were loudly complained of ; and some instance 
of this kind were said to exist at the very time when I 
was in Benares. Under such circumstances we are not to 
wonder if the merchants of foreign countries are discour- 
aged from resorting to Benares, and if the commerce of that 
province should annually decay. 

“ Other evils or imputed evils have accidentally come to 
ray knowledge, which I will not now particularize, as I hope 
that, with the assistance of the resident, they may be in part 
corrected ; one, however, I must mention, because it has 
been verified l)y my own observation, and is of that kind 
which reflects an unmerited reproach on our general and na- 
tional character. Wlien I was at Buxar, the resident at my 
desire enjoined the naib to appoint creditable people to every 
town through wliicli our route lay, to persuade and encour- 
age the inhabitants to remain in their houses, promising to 
give them guards as I approached, and tlujy required it for 
tbeir protection ; and tliat lui might perceive how earnest I 
was for his observance of this precaution (which I am cer- 
tain was faithfully delivei’ed), I repeated it to him in person, 
and dismissed him, that he might precede me for that pur- 
pose ; but to my great disappointment, I found every place 
through which I passed abfindoncd ; nor Imd there been a 
man left in any of them for their protection. 1 am sorry to 
add, that from Buxar to* the opposite boundary, 1 have seen 
•nothing but the traces of com[)leto devastation in every vil- 
lage, whether caused by the followers of the troops which 
have lately passed, for their natural relief, and I know not 
whether my own may not have had their share, or from the 
apprehension of the inhabitants left to themselves, and of 
themselves deserting their houses. I wish to acquit my own 
countrymen of the blame of these xinfavourable appearances ; 
and in my own heart I do acquit them : for at one encamp- 
ment, near a large village called Derrara, in the pergunnah 
of Zemaneea, a crowd of people came to me, complaining that 
their former aumil, who was a native of the place, and had 
long betm established in authority over them, and whose 
custom it had been, whenever any troops passed, to remain 
in person on the spot, for their protection, having been re- 
moved, the new aurail, on the approach of any military de- 
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taclinieiit, himself first fled from the place, and the inhabit- 
ants, having no one to whom they could apply for redress, 
or for the representation of their grievances, and being thus 
remediless, fled also ; so that their houses and effects became 
a prey to any person who chose to plunder them. The ge- 
neral conclusion appeared to me an inevitable consequence 
from such a state of facts, and my own senses bore testimony 
to it in this specific insiance; nor do I know how it is pos- 
sible for any officer commanding a military party, how atten- 
tive soever he may be to the discipline and forbearance of 
his people, to prevent disorders, w hen there is neither oppo- 
sition to hinder, nor evidence to deter them. These, and 
many other irregularities, 1 impute solely to the naib ; and 1 
thinfc it my duty to recommend his instant removal. I would 
myself have dismissed him, had the control of this province 
come within the line of my powers, and have established such 
regulations and checks as would have been most likely to 
prevent the like irregularities. I have said checks, because, 
unless 'there is some visible influence, and a powerful and 
able one, impended over the head of the manager, no system 
can avail. Tlie n( xt appointed may prove, from some defect, 
as unfit for the office as the present ; for the choice is limited 
to few', without expericTice to guide it. The first w^as of my 
own nomination ; his merits and qualifications stood in equal 
balance with my knowledge of those who might have been 
the candidates for the office : but he w as the father of the 
Kajah, and the affinity sunk the scale w holly in his favour ; 
for who could be so fit to he entrusted with the charge of 
his son’s interest, and the new credit of the rising family ? 
He deceived my expectations. Another was recommended 
by the resident, and at my instance the board appointed him. 
This was dagger Deo Sing, the present naib. 1 knew him 
not, and the other members of the board as little. 

“ While Mr. Markham remained in office, of whom, as his 
immediate patron, he may have stood in awe, I am told that 
he restrained his natural disposition, which has been describ- 
ed to mo as rapacious, unfeeling, haughty, and to an extreme 
vindictive. I cannot avoid remarking, that, excepting the 
city of Benares itself, the province depending upon it is in 
effect without a government, the naib exercising only a de- 
pendent jurisdiction without a principal. The Bajah is 
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without authority, and oven his name disused in the official 
instruments issued or taken by the manager. The repre- 
sentation of his situation shall be the subject of another 
letter ; I have made this already too long, and shall confine 
it to the single subject for the communication of which it 
was begun. This permit me to recapitulate. The adminis- 
tration of the province is misconducted, and the people op- 
pressed ; trade discouraged, and the revenue, though said to 
oe exceeded in the actual collections by many lacks (for I 
have a minute account of it, which states the net amount, 
including jaghires, as something more than fifty-one lacks), 
in danger of a rapid decline, from the violent appropriation 
of its means ; the naib or manager is unfit for nis office ; a 
new manager is recjuired, and a system of official control, in 
a word, a constitution ; for neither can the board extend its 
superintending powers to a district so remote from its ob- 
servation, nor has it delegated that authority to the resident, 
who is merely the representative of government, and the re- 
<ieiver of its revenue in the last process of it ; nor indeed 
would it be possible to render him wholly so, for reasons 
which I may hereafter detail.’* 

My lords, you have now heard, — not from the managers, 
— not from records of office, — not from witnesses at your 
bar, — but from the prisoner himself, the state of the country 
of Benares, from the time that Mr. Hastings and his dele- 
cted residents had taken the management of it. My lords, 
it is a proof, beyond all other proof, of the melancholy state 
of the country, in which, by attempting to exercise usurped 
and arbitrary power, all power and all authority become ex- 
tinguished, complete anarchy takes place, and nothing of go- 
vernment appears but the means of robbing and ravaging, with 
an utter indisposition to take one step for the protection of 
the people. • 

Think, ray lords, what a triumphal progress it was for a 
British govenior, from one extremity of the province to the 
other (for so he has stated it), to l>e pursued by the cries of 
an opprt^ased and ruined people, where they dared to appear 
before him ; and wlien they did not dare to appear, njing 
from every place ; even the very magistrates being the first 
to fiy I Ttink, my lords, that when these unhappy people 
•aw the appearance of a British soldier, they fied as Erom a 
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pestilence ; and then think, that these were the people who 
laboured in the manner which you have just heard ; who dug 
their own wells ; whose country would mot produce anything 
but from the indefatigable indust:^ of its inhabitants ; and 
that such a meritorious, such an industrious people should 
be subjected, to such a cursed anarchy, under pretence of reve- 
nue ; to such a cursed tyranny, under the pretepce of govern- 
ment ! 

But Jagger Deo Sing was unfit for his ofiice. — How dared 
you to appoint a man unfit for his ofiice ? — Oh, it si^ified 
little, without their having a constitution. — Why did you 
destroy the official constitution that existed before ? How 
dared you to destroy those establishments which enabled the 
people to dig wells and to cultivate the country like a garden, 
and then to leave the whole in the hands of your arbitrary 
and wicked residents and their instruments, chosen without 
the least idea of government, and without the least idea of 
protection ? God has sometimes converted wickedness into 
madness ; and it is to the credit of human reason that m^ 
who are not in some degree mad are nevef capable of being 
in the highest degree wicked. The human faculties and 
reason are in such cases deranged ; and, therefore, this man 
has been dragged by the just vengeance of Providence to 
make his own madness the discoverer of his own wicked, 
perfidious, and cursed machinations in that devoted country. 

Think, my lords, of what he says respecting the military. 
He says, there is no restraining them, that they pillage the 
country wherever they go. But had not Mr. Hastings him- 
self just before encouraged the military to pillage the coun- 
try ? Did he not make the people’s resistance, when the 
soldiers attempted to pillage them, one of the crimes of Cheit 
Sing ? And who would dare to obstruct the military in their 
abominabio ravages, when they knew that one of the articles 
of Cheit Sing’s impeachment was his having suflered the 

S le of the country, wlieu plundered by these wicked 
ers, to return injury for injury, and blow for blow ? 
When they saw, I say, that these were the things for which 
Cheit Sing was sacrificed, there was manifestly nothing left 
for them but flight. AVhat ! fly from a Governor- General ? 
You would expect he was bearing to the country, upon his 
balmy and healing wings, the cure of all its disorders and of 
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all its distress. No ; they knew him too well ; they knew 
him to be the destroyer of the country ; they knew him to 
be the destroyer of Mieir sovereign, the destroyer of the per- 
sons whom he had appointed to govern under him ; they 
knew that neither governor, sub-governor, nor subject could 
enjoy a moment’s security while he possessed supreme power. 
This was the state of the country ; and this the Commons of 
Eimland call upon your lordships to avenge. 

Let us now see what is next done by the prisoner at your 
bar. Ho is satisfied with simply removing from his office 
Jagger Deo Sing, who is accused by him of all these corrup- 
tions and oppressioiis ; the oth^ poor unfortunate man, w ho 
was not even accused of malversations in such a degree, and 
against whom not one of the accusations of oppression ■was 
regularly proved, but who had, in Mr. Hastings’s eye, the 
one unpardonable fault of not having been made richer by 
his crimes, was twice imprisoned, and linally perished in pri- 
son, But we have never heard one word of the imprisonment 
Qf Jagger Deo Sing, who, 1 believe, after some mock inquiry, 
was acquitted. 

Here, my lords, I must beg you to r(*colloct I\lr. Hastings’s 
proceeding with Guiiga Govin Bing ; and to contrast his con- 
duct towards thes(‘ t’vso peculator, s with his proceeding to’wards 
Durbedgy Bing. Such a comparison will let your lordships 
into the secret of one of the ])ri8oiHT’s motives of conduct 
upon such occasions, AVhen you will find a man pillaging 
and desolating a country in the manner JaggtT 1)(‘0 Bing is 
described by Hr. Hastings to liave done, but who takes care 
to secure to himself the spoil, you will likew iso find that such 
a man is safe, secure, unpunished. Ycmr lordsliips will re- 
collect the desolation of Diuageporc. You will recollect that 
the rapacious Gunga Govin Bing (the coadjutor of Iklr. 
Hastings in peculation), out of L80,0(Xk which h(' had re- 
ceived on the Company’s account, retained £40,0()0 for his 
own use ; and that, instead of being turned out of his em- 
ployment, and treated with rigour and crutdty, be was elevated 
.in Mr. Hastings's grace and favour, and never called upon 
for the restoration of a penny. Observe, my lords, the dif- 
ference in his treatment of men wlio have w c^alth to purchase 
impunity, or who have secrets to reveal, and of another who 
has no such merit, and is poor and insolvent. 
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We have shown your lordships the effects of Mr. Hastings’s 
government upon the country and its inhabitants ; and al- 
though I have before suggested to you some of its effects 
upon the army of the Company, I will now call your atten- 
tion to a few other observations bn that subject. Your lord- 
ships will, in the first place, be pleased to attend to the char- 
acter which he gives of this army. You have heard what he 
tells } ou of the state of the country in which it was station- 
ed, and of the terror which it struck into the inhabitants. 
The appearance of an English soldier was enough to strike 
the country people with affright and dismay. They ‘every- 
where, he tells you, fled before them, and yet they are the 
officers of this very army wdio are brought here as witnesses 
to express the general satisfaction of the people of India. 
To be sure a man who never calls Englishmen to an account 
for any robbery or injury whatever, who acquits them, upon 
their good intentions, without any inquiry, will in return for 
this indemnity have their good words. We are not surprised 
to find them coming with emulation to your bar, to declaim 
him possessed of all virtues ; and that nobody has or can 
have a right to complain of him. But we, my lords, protest 
against these indemnities. We protest against their good 
words. We protest against their testimonials ; and we in- 
sist upon your lordships trying him, not upon what this or 
that officer says of his good conduct, but upon the proved 
result of the actions tried before you. Without ascribing, 
perhaps, much guilt to men who must naturally wish to fa- 
vour the person who covers their excesses, — who suffers their 
fortunes to be made, you will know what value to set upon 
their testimony. The Commons look on those testimonies 
with the greatest slight, and they consider as nothing all 
evidence given by persons who are interested in the very 
cause ; persons who derive their fortunes from the ruin of 
the very people of the country, and who have divided the 
spoils with the man whom we accuse. Undoubtedly these 
officers will give him their good word. Undoubtedly the 
residents wdll give him their good w^ord. Mr. Markham and 
Mr. Benn, and Mr. Powke, if he had been called, — every ser- 
vant of the Company, except some few*, will give him tin? 
same good word, every one of them ; because, my lords, they 
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hat# made their fortunes under him, and their conduct has 
not been inquired into. 

But to return to the observations we were making upon 
the ruinous effects, in general, of the successive governments 
which had been established at Benares by the prisoner at 
your bar. These effects, he would have you believe, arose 
from the want of a constitution. Why, I again ask, did he 
destroy the constitution which he found established there, 
or suffer it to be destroyed r But he had actually authorized 
Mr. Markham to make a new, a regular, an official constitu- 
tion. Did Mr. Markham make it ? No ; though he professed 
to do it, it never done ; and so far from there being any 
regular, able, efficient constitution, you see there was an ab- 
solute and complete anarchy in the country. The native in- 
habitants, deprived of their ancient government, were so fax 
from looking up to their new masters for protection, that the 
moment they saw the face of a soldier or of a British person 
in authority they fled in dismay, and thought it more eligible 
^o abandon their houses to robbery than to remain exposed 
to the tyranny of a British governor. Is this wdiat they call 
British dominion ? Will you sanction by your judicial au- 
thority transactions done in direct defiance of your legislative 
authority F Are they so injuriously mad as to suppose your 
lordships can be corrupted to betray in your judicial capacity 
(the most sacred of the two) what you have ordained in your 
legislative character ? , 

My lords, 1 am next to remind you what this man has 
had the insolence and audacity to state at your bar. “ In 
fact,” says he, I can adduce very many gentlemen now in 
London to confirm iny assertions, that the countries of Be- 
nares and Gauzepore were never within the memory of Eng- 
lishmen so weU protected, so peaceably governed, or more 
industriously cultivated than at the present moment.” 

Your lordships know that this report of Mr. Hastings, 
which has been rc^ad, was made in the year 1784. Your lord- 
ships know that no sU^p was taken, while Mr. Hastings re- 
mained in India, for the reflation and management of the 
country. If there was, let it be shown. There was no con- 
stitution framed, nor any other means taken for the settle- 
ment of the country, except the appointment of Ajit Sing in 
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the room of Durbedgy Sing, to reign like him, and like him 
to be turned out, Mr. Hastings left India in February, 1785 ; 
he arrived here, as I believe, in June or July followdn^. Our 
proceedings against him commenced in the sessions of 1786 ; 
and this defence was given, I believe, in the year 1787. Yet 
at that time, when he could hardly have received any account 
from India, he was ready, he says, to produce the evidence 
(and no doubt might have done so) of many gentlemen whose 
depositions would have directly contradicted what he had 
himself deposed of the state in which he, so short a time be- 
fore, had left the country. Your lordships cannot suppose 
that it could have recovered its prosperity within that time. 
We know you may destroy that in a day which will take up 
years to build. We know a tyrant can in a moment ruin 
and oppress, but you cannot restore the dead to life : you 
cannot in a moment restore fields to cultivation ; you cannot 
as you please make the people in a moment restore old or 
dig new wells ; and yet Mr. Hastings has dared to say to 
the Commons that he would produce persons to refute the 
account which w'e had fresh from himself. We will, however, 
undertake to show you that the direct contrary was the fact. 

I will first refer you to Mr. Barlow’s account of the state 
of trade. Your lordships will there find a full exposure of 
the total falsehood of the prisoner’s assertions. You will find 
that Mr. Hastings himself had been obliged to give orders 
for the change of almost every one of the regulations he had 
made ; your lordships may there see the madness and folly 
of tyranny attempting to regulate trade. In the printed 
minutes, page 2830, your lordships will see how completely 
Mr. Hastings had ruined the trade of the country. You will 
find that, wmerever he pretended to redress the grievances 
which he had occasioned, he did not take care to have any one 
part of his pretended redress executed. When you consider 
the anarchy in which he states the country through which ho 
passed to have been, you may easily conceive that regulations 
for the protection of trade, without the means of enforcing 
them, must be nugatory. 

Mr. Barlow was sent, iu the years 1786 and 1787, to ex- 
amine into the state of the country. He has stated the effect 
of all those regulations which Mr. Hastings has had the as- 
surance to represent here as prodigies of wisdom. At the 
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TOPj time when our charge was brought to this House (it is 
a remarkable period, and we desire your lordships to advert 
to it), at that time — I do not know whether it was not oi 
the very same day that we brought our charge to your bar— 
Mr. Duncan was sent by Lord Cornwallis to examine into the 
state of that province. Now, my lords, you have Mr. Duncan’s 
report before you, and you will judge whether or not, by any 
regulation which Mr. Haiitings had made, or whether, through 
my means used by him, that country had recovered, or was 
recovering. Your loi dships will there find other proofs of 
the audacious falsehood of his representation, that all which 
ho had done had operated on the nnnds of the inhabitants 
very greatly in favour of British integrity and good govern- 
ment. Mr. Duncan’s report w'ill not only enable you to ‘de- 
cide upon what he has said himself, it will likewise enable 
you to judge of the credit which is due to the gentlemen 
now in London, whom he can produce to confirm his asser- 
tions, that the country of Benares and Gauzepore were never, 
within the memory oF fmglishmen, so well protected and 
cultivated «as at the present moment. 

Instead, thereibre, of a sp(‘ecb from me, you shall hear 
what the country says itself by the report of the last com- 
missioner who was sent tr> examine it hy Lord Coruvrallis. 
The perfect eredibilit) of his testimony Mr. Hastings has 
established out of Lord Cornwallis’s mouth ; who, being 
asked the character of* Mr. Jonathan Duncan, has declared 
that there is nothing he can report of the state of the coun- 
try to which you ought not to give credit. Your lordships 
will now see how- deep the wounds are which tyranny and 
arbitrary power must make in a country where their exist- 
ence is suffered ; and you will be pleased to observe that 
this statement was made at a time when Mr. Hastings was 
amusing us with his account of Benares. 

Extract of the proceedings of the reside7it at Benares, under 

date the \ijth .February, 1768, at the peryunnah of Qurrah 

JDehmah, ; printed minutes, page 2610. 

** The resident, having arrived in this pergunnah of Guirah 
Debmah from that of IMohammedabad, is very sorry to ob- 
serve that it seems about one-third at least uncultivated, 
owdng to the mismanagement of the few last years. The 
Rajah however promises that it shall be by next year in a 
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complete state of cultivation ; and Tobarck Hossaine, his 
aumeen, anmil, or agent, professes his confidence of the same 
happy effects, saying that he has already brought a great 
proportion of the land that lay fallow when he came into 
the pergunnah, in the beginning of the year, into cultivation ; 
and that it being equally the Kajah’s directions, and his own 
wish, he does not doubt of being successful in regai d to the 
remaining part of the waste land.” 

Heport, dated the l%th of February, at the pergunnah of 
Bulleah, 

** The resident, having come yesterday into this pergunnah 
from that of Gurrah Dehmah, finds its appearance much su- 
perior to that pergunnah in point of cultivation ; yet it is on 
the decline so far that its collectable jumma will not be so 
much this year as it was last ; notwithstanding all the efforts 
of Eeazel Husi% the agent of Khiilb Ali Khan, who has 
farmed this pergunnah upon a three years’ lease (of which 
the present is the last), during which his, tliat is, the hefld 
farmer’s, managennuit cannot be applauded, as the funds of 
the pergunnah are very considerably declined in his hands ; 
indeed Kcmzel Husn declares that this year there was little 
or no khereof, or first harvest, in the pergunnah ; and that 
it has been merely by the greatest exertions that he has pre- 
vailed on the ryots to cultivate the rubby crop which is now 
on the ground, and seems plentifuk’* 

Report dated the 20/4 of February, at the pergunnah of 
Khereed. 

“ The resident, having this day come into the pergunnah 
of Khereed, finds that part of it laying between the frontiers 
of Bulleah, the present station, and Bansdeah (which is one 
of the tuppahs or subdivisions of Khereed) exceedingly 
wasted and uncultivated. The said tuppah is subfarmed by 
Gobind Kara, from Kulub Ali Bey, and Gobind Kam has 
again under-rented it to the zemindars.” 

Report dated the 2^rd February, at the pergunnah of 
SeJcunderpoor. 

The resident is set out for Sekunderpoor, and is sorry to 
observ'e that for about six or seven coss that he had further 
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to pass through the pergunnah of Kereebs, the whole ap- 
peared one continued waste as far as the eye could reach on 
both sides of the road. The pergunnah Sekunderpoor, begin- 
ning about a cobs before he reached the village, an old fort 
of that name, appeared to a little more advantage, but even 
here the crops seem very scanty, and the ground more than 
half fallow.” 

Extract of the proceedings of the resident at JBenares^ under 

date the 2i)th February ^ at the pergunnah of Sekunderpoor. 

The resident now leaves Sekunderpoor to proceed to 
Kurgurah, the head cutcherry of the pergunnah. He is 
sorry to observe that during the whole w^ay between these 
two j)la(!es, which are at the distance of six coss, or twelve 
miles from each oilier, not above twenty fields of cultivated 
ground are to be seen, all the rest being, as far as the eye- 
eau reach, (except just in the vicinity of Nuggeha, one general 
waste of long grass, with here and there some straggling 
jungly trees. This falling off in the cultivation is said to 
nave happened in the course of but a few years, that is, since 
the late Kajah’s expulsion. 

Your lordships will obaeryc the date of the ruin of this 
country is the expulsion of Cheit Sing. 

E.c(racf of the proceedings of the resident at Benares, under 

date the 27th February* at the pergunnah of Sekunderpoor., 

“ The resident meant to have proceeded fr«)m this place to 
CoHsimabad, but understanding that the village of Eessenda, 
the capital of the pergunnah of Susknesser, is situated at 
three coss distance, and that many Hhardarry collections are 
there exacted, the zemindars and ryots being, it seems, all 
one body of Ilajepoots, who affect to hold themselves in 
some sort independent of the Hajah’s government, paying 
only a mohurrery or fixed jumma (which it may be sup- 
posed is not over-rated), and managing their interior con- 
cerns as they think fit ; the resident thought it proper on 
this report to deviate a little from his intended route,' by 
proceeding this day to Eessenda, where he accordingly ar- 
rived in the afternoon ; and the remaining part of the coun- 
try near the road through Sekunderpoor, from Nuggurha to 
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Seundali appearing nearly equally waste with the former part, 
as already noticed in the proceedings of the 26th instant. 

‘‘ The llajah is therefore desired to appoint a person to 
bring those waste lands into cultivation, in like manner as he 
has done in Khereed, with this difference or addition in his 
instructions, that he subjoin in those to the Aband Kar, or 
manager of the recultivation of Sekunderpoor, the rates at 
which he is authorized to grant pottahs for the various kinds 
of land : and it is recommended to him to make these rates 
even somewhat lower than he may himself think strictly 
conformable to justice, reporting the particulars to the resi- 
dent. 

“ The Rajah is also desired to prepare and transmit a table 
of similar rates to the Aband Kar, of ])ergunnah Khereed. 

“ (Signed) Jon'" Duncan, 

‘‘Benares, “Resident.” 

“ the 12th S(^teinber, 1788.” 

Here your lordships find, in spite of Mr. Hastings himspU*, 
in spite of all the testimonies which he has called, and of 
all the other testimonies >vhich he would have called, that 
his own account of the matter is confirmed against his own 
pretended evidence ; you find his own written account con- 
firmed in a manner not to be doubted ; and the only differ- 
ence*between his account and this is, tliat the people did not 
fly from Mr. Duncan when he apiiroached as they fled from 
Mr. Hastings. They did not feel any of that terror at the 
approach of a person from the beneficent government of 
Lord Cornwallis with which they had hf'en entirely filled at 
the appearance of the prisoner at your bar. Drom him they 
fled m dismay. They fled from his very presence as from a 
consuming pestilence, as from something far worse than 
drought and famine ; they fled from him as a cruel, corrupt, 
and arbitrary governor, which is worse than any other t;vil 
that ever afiiicted mankind. 

You see, my lords, in what manner the country has been 
wasted and aestroyed ; and you have seen by the date of 
these measures that they have happened within a few years, 
namely, since the expulsion of Rajah Cheit Sing. There be- 
gins tfie era of calamity. Ask yourselves then whether you 
will or can countenance the acts which led directly and no- 



102 


SFEECtt tS THE UdOPEACHilE^rT OF 


cesaarily to such conscqueucee. Tour lordships will mark 
what it is to oppress and expel a cherished individual from 
his g;overDinent, and finally to subvert it. Nothing stands 
after him : down go all order and authority with him ; ruin 
and desolation fall upon the country ; the fields are unculti- 
vated, the wells are dried up. The people, says Mr. Duncan, 
promised indeed, some time or other, under some other go- 
vernment, to do something. They will again cultivate the 
lands when they can get an assurance of security. My lords, 
judge, I pray you, whether the House of Commons, when 
they had n'ad the account which Mr. Hastings has himself 
given of the dreadful consequences of his proceedings, w^hen 
they liad read the accounts given by Mr. Duncan, of an uncul- 
tivated country as far as the eye could reach, would not have 
shown themselves unw'orthy to represent not only the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, but the meanest village in it, if they 
had not brought this groat criminal beforc^ou, and called 
upon your lordships to punish him. This ruined country, its 
degolate fields, and its undone inhabitants, all call aloud for 
Britisli justice, all call for vengeance upon the head of this 
execrable criminal. 

Oh ! but 'WO ought to be tender towards bis personal cha- 
racter ; extremely cautious in our speech ; we ought not tu 
let indignation loose. My lords, w'o do let our indignation 
loose. We cannot bear Avith patience this aftliction of unan- 
kind. We will neither abate our energy, relax in our feel- 
ings, nor ill tlie expressions which those feelings dictate. 
Nothing but corruption like his own could enable any man 
to see such a scmic of desolation and ruin unmoved. "We feel 
pity for the works of God and man ; w© feel liorror for the de- 
basement of human nature ; and feeling thus, we give a loose 
to our indignation, and call upon your lordships & justice. 

Strange as it may appear to your lordships, there remains 
to bo stated an aggravation of his crimes and of his victims* 
misery. Would you consider it possible, my lords, that there 
could be an aggravation of such a case as you have heard P 
Would you think it possible for a people to suffer more than 
the inhabitants of Ikmares have suuered, from the nolde 
possessor of t he splendid mansion down to the miserable ten- 
ants of the cottage and the but ? Yes, there is a state of 
misery, a state of degradation, far below aU that you have yet 
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lieard. It is, my lords, that these miserable people should 
come to your lordships’ bar, and declare tlvat they have 
never felt one of those grievances of which they complain ; 
that not one of those petitions with which they pursued Mr. 
Hastings had a word of truth in it ; that they felt nothing 
under his government but ease, tranquillity, joy, and happi- 
ness ; that every day during his government was a festival, 
and every night an illumination and rejoicing. The addresses 
which contain these expressions of satisfaction have been pro- 
duced at your bar, and have been read to your lordships. 
Ton must have heard with disgust, at least, these flowers of 
oriental rhetoric, penned at ease by dirty hireling moonshees 
at Calcutta, who make these people put their seals, not to 
declarations of their ruin, but to expressions of their satis- 
faction. You have heard what he himself says of the coun- 
try ; you have heard what Mr. Duncan says of it ; you have 
heard the cries gf the country itself calling for justice upon 
him ; and now, my lords, hear what he has made these peo- 
ple say. We have heard that the gentlemen in Engliyad 
are displeased with Mr. Hastings, on suspicion that he op- 
pressed us, the inhabitants of this place ; — took our money 
by deceit and force, and ruined the country.” They then 
declare solemnly before God, according to their different re- 
ligions, that Mr. Hastings “ distributed j^rotoction and secu- 
rity to religion, and kindness and peace to all. He is free ” 
(say they) “ from the charge of Qmbezzlement and fraud, 
and his neart is void of covetousness and avidity. During 
the period of his government, no one ever experienced from 
him other than protection and justice, never having felt 
hardships from him ; nor did the poor ever know the weight 
of an oppressive hand from him. Our characters and repu- 
tation have been always guarded in quiet from attack, by the 
vigilance of his prudence and foresight, and by the terror of 
his justice.” 

upon my word, my lords, the paragraphs are delightful. 
Observe, in this translation from the Persian there is all the 
fluency of an English paragraph well preserved. All I can 
say is, that these people of Benares feel their joy, comfort, and 
satisfaction in swearing to the falseness of Mr. Hastings’s 
representation against himself. In spite of his own testimony, 
they say, ‘‘ He secured happiness and joy to us. He re« 
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efttaiblislied tbe foundation of justice ; and we at all times 
during his government lived in comfort and passed our days 
in peace/* The shame of England and of the English govern* 
ment is here put upon your lordships’ records. Here you 
have, just following that afflicting report of Mr. Duncan’s, 
and that account of Mr. Hastings himself^ in which he said 
the inhabitants fled before his face, the addresses of these 
miserable people. He dares to impose upon your eyesight — 
upon your common sense — upon the plain faculties of man- 
kind. He dares, in contradiction to all his own assertions,^ 
to make these people come forward and swear that they* 
have enjoyed nothing but complete satisfaction and pleasure 
during the whole time of his government. 

My lords, I have done with this business, for I have now 
reached the climax of degradation and suffering, after moving 
step by step through the several stages of tyranny and op- 
pression. 1 have done wdth it, and have only to ask in what 
country do we live, where such a scene can by any possi- 
bility be ofiered to the public eye! 

Let us here, my lords, make a pause. — You have seen 
what Benares was under its native government. You liave 
seen the condition in w'hich it was left by Cheit Sing, and 
you have seen the state in which Mr. Hastings left it. The 
rankling wounds which he has infli(*ted upon the country, 
and the degradation to which the inhabitants have been sub- 
jected, have been shown .to your lordships. You have now' 
to consider, whether or not you will fortify with your sanc- 
tion any of the detestable principles upon w hich the prisoner 
justifies his enormities. 

My lords, wo shall next come to another dependent pro- 
vince, w'hen I shall illustrate to your lordships still further 
the effects of Mr. Hastings’s principles, I allude to the 
province of Oude ; a country which, before our acquaintance 
with it, was in the same nappy and flourishing condition 
w ith Benares ; and which dates its period of decline and 
misery from the time of our intermeddling with it. The 
Nabob of Oude was reduced, as Cheit Bing was, to be a de- 
pendant on the Company; and to be a greater dependant 
than Cheit Sing, because it was reserved in Cheit Sing’s 
agreement that we should not interfere in his government. 
Wo interfered in every’ part of the Nabob’s govemrnert; 
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we reduced his authority to nothing ; we introduced a per- 
fect scene of anarchy and confusion into the country, where 
there was no authority hut to rob and destroy. 

I have not strength at present to proceed ; hut I hcye I 
shall soon be enabled to do so. Your lordships cannot, 1 am 
sure, calculate from your own youth and strength; for I 
have done the best I can, and find myself incapable just at 
this moment of going any further. 

[Adjourned.] 


TRIAL. 

THURSDAY, 5tii JUNE, 1791. 


FOURTH I>AY OF REPLY. 


(Mb. Bueke.) 

Mt Lords, — When I last had the honour of addressing 
your lordships from this place, my want of strength obliged 
me to conclude where the patience of a people, and the pros- 
perity of a country subjected by solemn treaties to British 
government, had concluded. We ha\^ left behind us the in- 
habitants of Benares, after having seen them driven into re- 
bellion by tyranny and oppression, and their country desolated 
by our misrule. Your lordships, I am sure, have had the 
map of India before you, and know that the country so de- 
stroyed and so desolated was about one-fifth of the size of 
England and Wales in geographical extent, and equal in 
population to about a fourth. Upon this scale you will judge 
of the mischief which has been done. 

My lords, we are now come to another devoted province : 
we march from desolation to desolation ; because w’e follow 
the steps of Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor- General of 
Bengal. You will here find the range of his atrocities widely 
extended. But before I enter into a detail of them, I have 
one reflection to make, which I beseech your lordships to 
bear in mind throughout the whole of this deliberation. Jt 
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is this ; you ought never to conclude jfchat a man must neces- 
sarily be obnoxious, because he is iri other respects insigni- 
fkant. You will see that a man bred in obscure, vulgar, and 
ignoble occupations, and trained in sordid, base, and mer- 
cenary habits, is not incapable of doing extensive mischief 
because he is little, and because his. vices are of a mean nature. 
My lords, we have shown to yo>i already, and we shall de- 
monstrate to you more clearly in future, that such minds 
placed in authority can do more mischief to a country, can 
treat all ranks and distinctions with more pride, insolence, 
and arrogance, than those wdio have been bom under canopies 
of state and swaddled in purple : you will see that they can 
waste a country more efiectually than the proudest and most 
mighty conquerors, who by the greatness of their military 
talents have first subdued and afterwards plundered nations. 

The prisoner’s counsel have thought proper to entertain 
your lordships, and to defend their client, by comparing him 
with the men who arc said to have erected a pyramid of ninety 
^lousand human heads. Now, look back, my lords, to Be- 
nares; consider the extent of country laid waste and desolated, 
and its immense population, and then see whether famine 
may not destroy as well as the sword ; and w^hether this man 
is not as well entitled to erect his pyramid of ninety thou- 
sand heads as any terrific tyrant of the East. We follow 
him now to another theatre, the territories of the Nabob of 
Oude. 

INJy lords, Oude (together with the additions made to it 
by Sujah Dowlah), in point of geographical extent, is about 
the size of England. Sujah Dowlah, who possessed this coun- 
try as Nabob, was a prince of a haughty character ; ferocious 
in a high degree towards his enemies, and towards all those 
who resisted his will. He was magnificent in his expenses, 
yet economical witli regard to his resources ; maintaining his 
court in a pomp and splendour which is perhaps unknown to 
the sovereigns of Europe. At the same time ne was such an 
e onomist, that from an inconsiderable revenue, at tlje begin- 
ning of his ndgn, ho was annually enabled to make great 
savings. He thus preserved, towards the end of it, his people 
in peace, tranquillity, and order ; and though be was an arbi- 
trary prince, he never strained his revenue to such a degree 
as to lose their affections, while he filled his exchequer. 



WABEEjr HASTINGS, ESQ, 


107 


Such appears to have been the true character of Sujah Dow- 
lah ; your lordships have heard what is the character which 
the prisoner at your bar and his counsel have thought proper 
to give you of him. 

Surely, ray lords, the situation of the great, as well as of the 
lower, ranks in that country must be a subject of melancholy 
reflection to every man. Your lordships’ compassion will, I 
presume, lead you to feel for the lowest ; and I hope that 
your sympathetic dignity will make you consider in what 
manner the princes of this country are treated. They have 
not only been treated at your lordships’ bar with indignity 
by the prisoner, but his counsel do not leave their ancestors 
to rest quietly in their graves. They have slandered their 
families, and have gone into scandalous history, that has no 
foundation in facts whatever. 

Your lordships have seen how he attempted to slander the 
ancestors of Cheit 8ing, to deny that they were zemindars ; 
and yet he must have known from printed books, taken from 
the Company’s records, the utter falsity of his declaration.* 
You need only look into Mr. Verelst’s Appendix, and there 
you will see that that country has alw'ays been called the 
zeniindary of Bulwant Sing. You will find him always 
called the zemindar; it w^as the know’u acknowdedged name, 
till this gentlemen thought proper at the bar of the House of 
Commons to deny that, he was a zemindar, and to assert that 
lie was only an aumil. He slanders the pedigree of this 
man as mean and base, yet he was not ashamed to take from 
him £23,000 ; in like manner he takes from Azoph ul Dow- 
lah £100,000, which he would have appropriated to himself, 
and then directs his counsel to rake up the slander of Dow's 
History, a book of no authority, a book that no man values 
in any re8|)ect or degree. In this book they find that roman- 
tic, absurd, and ridiculous story, upon which an honourable 
fellow-manager of mine, who is much more capable than I 
am of doing justice to the subject, has commented with hia 
usual ability ; I allude to that story of spitting on the beard ; 
the mutual compact to poison one another. That Arabian 
tale, fit only to form a ridiculous tragedy, has been gravely 
mentioned to your lordships, for the purpose of slandering 
the pedigree of this vizier of Oude, and making him vile 
in your lordships’ eyes. My honourable friend has exposed to 
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ypU the absurdity of these stories, but he has not shown you 
the malice of their prcmagators. The prisoner and his coun- 
sel have referred to Dow’s History, who calls this Nabob 
“the more infamous son of an infamous Persian pedlar.” 
They wish that your lordships should consider him as a per- 
son vilely born, ignominiously educated, and practising a 
mean trade ; in order that, when it shall be proved that he 
and his family were treated with every kind of indignity 
and contempt by the prisoner at your bar, the sympathy of 
mankind should be weakened. Consider, my lords, the mon- 
strous perfidy and ingratitude of this man, w ho, after receiv- 
ing great favours from the Nabob, is not satisfied with oppress- 
ing nis offspring, but goes back to his ancestors, tears them 
out of their graves, and vilifies them with slanderous asper- 
sions. My lords, the ancestor of Sujah Dowlah was a great 
prince ; certainly a subordinate prince, because he 'was a ser- 
vant of the Great Mogul, who was well called King of 
Kings, for he had in his service persons of high degree. He 
was born in Persia; but was not, as is falsely said, the more 
infamous son of an infamous Persian ])edlar , Your lordships 
are not unacquainted wdth the state and history of India; 
you therefore Know that Persia has been the nursery of all the 
Mahomedan nobility of India; almost every tiling in that coun- 
try which is not of Gentoo origin is of Persian ; so much so 
that the Persian language is the language of the court, and of 
every office from the highest to the lowest. Among these 
noble Persians, the family of the Nabob stands in the high- 
est degn^o. His father’s ancestors were of noble descent, and 
those of his mother, Munny Begum, more eminently and 
more illustriously so. This distinguished family, on' no 
better authority than that of the historian Dow% has been 
slandered by the prisoner at your bar, in order to destroy the 
character of those whom he had already robbed of their sub- 
stance. Your lordships 'w ill have observed 'wfith disgust, how 
the Dow's and the Hastingses, and the w hole of that tribe, 
treat their superiors ; in what insolent language they speak of 
them, and with wdiat pride and indignity they trample upon 
the first names and tlie first characters in 'that devoted coun- 
try. 

’Bat supposing it perfectly true that this man was “the 
more infamous sou of an infamous Persian pedlar : ” he had 
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risen to be the secondary sovereign of that country. He had 
a revenue of £3,600,000 sterling ; a vast and immense reve- 
nue ; equal perhaps to the clear revenue of the king of Eng- 
land. He maintained an army of one hundred and twenty 
thousand men. He had a splendid court, and his country 
was prosperous and happy. Such was the situation of Sujah 
Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude, and such the condition of Oude 
under his government. With his pedigree, I believe, your 
lordships will think we have nothing to do in the cause now 
before us. It has been pressed upon us ; and this marks the 
indecency, the rancour, the insolence, the pride, and tyranny 
which the Dows and the Hastingses, and the people of that 
class and character, are in the habit of exercising over the 
great in India. 

My lords, 1 r hall he saved a great deal of trouble in proving 
to yen tlie flourishing state of Oude, because the prisonei 
admits it as largely as I could wish to state it ; and, what is 
more, he admits too the truth of our statement of the condi- 
tion to which it is now’ reduced (but I shall not let him off 
so easily upon this point). He admits, too, that it was left in 
this reduced and ruined state at the close of his administra^. 
tion. In his defence he attributes the whole mischief gene- 
rally to a faulty system of government. My lords, systems 
never make mankind happy or unhappy, any further than as 
they give occasions for wicked men to exercise their own 
abominable talents, subservient to their own more abominable 
dispositions. The system, says Mr. Hastings, was bad ; but 
I was not the maker of it. Your lordships have seen him 
apply this mode of reasoning to Benares, and you will now 
see that he applies it to Oude. I came, says he, into a bad 
system; that system was not of my making, but I was 
obliged to act according to the spirit of it. 

Now every honest man would say, I came to a bad system ; 
I had every facility of abusing my power ; I had every temp- 
tation to peculate ; I had every incitement to ^press ; I had 
every means of concealment, by the defects of the system : 
but I corrected that evil system by the goodness of my ad- 
ministration ; by the prudence, the energy, the virtue of my 
conduct. This is what all the rest of the world would say : 
but what says Mr. Hastings ? A bad system was made to 
my hands ; 1 had nothing to do in making it. 1 was alto- 
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getlier an involuntary instrument and obliged to execute 
evenr evil which that system contained. This is the line of 
conduct your lordships are called to decide upon. And 1 
must here again remind you that we are at an issue of law. 
Mr. Hastings has avowed a certain set of principles upon 
which he acts ; and your lordships are therefore to judge 
whether his acts are justifiable, because he found an evil 
system to act upon ; or whether he and all governors upon 
earth have not a gcmeral good system upon which they ought 
to act. 

The prisoner tolls you, my lords, that it was in consequence 
of this evil system, that the Nabob, from being a powerful 
prince, became reduced to a wretched de{)endant on the 
fcompany, and subject to all the evils of that degraded state : 
— suWict to extortion, to indignity, to oppression. All these 
your lordships are called upon to sanction : and because they 
may be connected with an existing system, you are .to declare 
them to be an allowable part of a code for the government of 
Hritisb India. 

In the year 1775, that powerful, magnificent, and illustrious 
prince, Sujah Dowlah, died in possession of the country of 
Oude. He had long governed a nappy and contented people ; 
and if wo except the portion of tyranny which we admit he 
really did e:|ferei8e towards some few individuals who resist- 
ed bis power, he was a wise and beneficent governor. This 
prince died in the midst of his power and fortune, leaving 
somewhere about fourscore children. Your lordships know 
that the princes of the East have a great number of wives ; 
and we know that these women, though reputed of a secon- 
dary rank, are yet of a very high degree, and honourably main- 
tained according to the customs of the East. 8ujah Dowlah 
had hut one lawful wife : ho had by her but one lawful child, 
Azoph 111 Eowlah. He had about twenty-one male children ; 
the eldest of whom was a person wht^m you have heard of 
very often in these proceedings, called 8aadit Ali. Azoph ul 
Dowlali, being the sole legitimate son, had all the pretensions 
to succeed his father as sahadar of Oude, which could belong 
to any person under the Mogul government. 

Your loniships w ill distinguish between a zemindar, who 
is a perjwtual landliolder, the hereditary proprietor of an 
estate, — and a suhadar, who derives from his master’s will and 



WAREEN HASTINGS, ESQ. 


Ill 


pleasure all his employments, and who, instead of having the 
jaghirdars subject to his supposed arbitrary will, is himself a 
subject, and must have his sovereign’s patent for his place. 
Therefore, strictly and properly speaking, there is no succes- 
sion in the office of subadar. At this time the Company, 
who alone could obtain the sunnuds or patent from the Great 
Mogul, upon account df the power they possessed in India, 
thought, and thought rightly, that with an o&cer who had 
no hereditary power there could be no hereditary engage- 
ments ; and that in their treaty with Azoph ul Dowlah, for 
whom they had procured the sunnud from the Great Mogul, 
they were at liberty to propose their own terms, which, if 
honourable and mutually advantageous to the new subadar 
and to the Company, they had a right to insist upon. A treaty 
was therefore concluded between the Company and Azoph ui 
Dowlah, in wnioh the latter stipulated to pay a fixed subsidy 
for the maintenance of a certain number of troops ; by which 
the Company’s finances were greatly relieved and their mili- 
tary strength greatly increased. 

This treaty did not contain one word which could justify 
any interference in the Nabob’s government. That evil sys- 
tem, as Mr. Hastings calls it, is not even mentioned or alluded 
to ; nor is there, I again say, one word which authorized 
Warren Hastings, or any other person whatever, to interfere 
in the interior affairs of his country. He was legally con- 
stituted viceroy of Oude. His dign/ty of vizier of the em- 
pire, with all the power which that office gave him, derived 
from and held under the Mogul government, he legally pos- 
sessed ; and this evil system, which, Mr. Hastings says, led 
him to commit the enormities of which you shall hear by 
and by, was neither more nor less than what I have now 
stated. 

But, my lords, the prisoner thinks that when, under any 
pretence, any sort of means could be furnished of interfering 
in the government of the country, he has a right to avau 
himself of them ; to use them at his pleasure ; and to govern 
by his own arbitrary will. The vizier, he says, by this 
treaty was reduced to a state of vassalage ; ana he makes 
this curious distinction in proof of it. It was, he says, an 
optional vassalage, for if he chose to get rid of our troops, 
he might do so and be free ; if he had not a mind to do that. 
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aii4^fouiid a benefit in it, then he was a vassal. But there is 
Bothinn less true. Here is a person who keeps a subsidiary 
body of your trows, which he is to pay for you, and in con- 
sequence of this Mr. Hastings maintains that he becomes a 
vassal, I shall not dispute whether vassalage is optional, or 
by force, or in what way Mr. Hastings considered this prince 
as a vassal of the Company. Let it be as he pleased. I 
only think it necessary that your lordships should truly know 
the actual state of that country, and the ground upon which 
Mr. Hastings stood. Your lordships will find it a fairy land, 
in which there is a perpetual masquerade, where no one thing 
appears as it really is, where the 2 )er 8 on who seems to have 
the authority is a slave, wdiile the person who seems to be the 
slave has the authority. Tn that ambiguous goveniment every- 
thing favours fraud ; everything favours peculation ; every- 
thing favours violence ; everything favours concealment. You 
will, therefore, permit me to show to you what were the 
principles upon w hich Mr. Hastings appears, according to the 
|!vidence before you, to have acted ; what the state of the 
country was, according to his conceptions of it ; and then 
you will see how' he applied those principles to that state. 

“The means by which our government acquired this in- 
fluence,*’ says Mr. Hastings, “and its right to exercise it, will 
require a previous explanation.” He then proceeds, “ With 
his death (Sujah Dowlah’s) a new' political system com- 
menced, and Mr. Bristpw w'aa constituted the instrument of 
its formation, and the trustee for the management of it. The 
Nabob Azoph ul Dowiah was deprived of a large part of his 
inheritance ; 1 mean the province of Benares, attached by a 
very feeble and precarious tenure to our dominions ; the 
army fixed to a permanent station in a remote line of his fron- 
tier, with an augmented and perpetual subsidy. A new army, 
amphibiously compo.sed of troops in his service and pay, com- 
manded by iSnglisn officers of our own nomination, for the 
defence of his new' conquests, and his own natural troops 
annihilated, or alienated by the insufficiency of his revenue 
for all his disbursements ; aud the prior claims of those which 
our authority or influence commanded : in a word, he became 
a vassal of the government, but he still possessed an ostensi- 
ble sovereignty. His titular rank of vizier of the empire 
rerdered him a conspicuous object of view to all the statei 
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and chiefs of India ; and on the moderation and justice with 
which the British government in Bengal exercised its influ- 
ence over him, many points most essential to its political 
strength and to the honour of the British name depended/* 

Tour lordships see, that the system which is supposed to 
have reduced him to vassalage did not make, as he contends, 
a violent exercise of our power necessary or proper ; but pos- 
essing, as the Nabob did, that high nominal dignity, and 
being in that state of vassalage, as Mr. Hastings thought 
proper to term it, though there is no vassalage mentioned in 
the treaty ; being, I say, in that situation of honour, credit, 
and character, sovereign of a country as large as England, 
yielding an immense revenue, and flourishing in trade ; cer- 
tainly our honour depended upon the use we made of that 
influence which our power gave us over him ; and we there- 
fore press it upon your lordships, that the conduct of Mr. 
Hastings was such as dishonoured this nation. 

He proceeds : That is not a place, nor have I room in it 
to prove, what I shall here content myself with afiirming, that 
by a sacred and undeviating observance of every principle of 
public faith the British dominion might have by this time 
acquired the means of its extension, through a virtual sub- 
mission to its authority, to every region of Hindostan and 
Deccan. I am not sure that I should advise such a design, 
were it practicable, v/hich at this time it certainly is not, and 
I very much fear that the limited fcraation of such equal 
alliances as might be useful to our present condition, and 
conduce to its improvement, is become liable to almost insur- 
mountable difficulties ; every power in India must wish for 
the support of ours, but they all dread the connexion. 

^‘The subjection of Bengal, and the deprivation of the 
family of JaSSer Ali Khan, though an efiect of inevitable 
necessity, the present usurpations of the rights of the Nabob 
Wallar Jau in the Carnatic, and the licentious violations of 
the treaty existing between the Company and the Nabob Nizam 
ul Dowlah, though checked by the remedial interposition of 
this government, stand as terrible precedents against us ; the 
effects of our connexion with the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah 
had a rapid tendency to the same consequences, and it has 
been my invariable study to prevent it.** 

Your lordships will remember that the counsel at the bat 



«P££CE IK TES IMPSAOHMSKT OK 


liav<^ «a5d, that they undertook the defence of Varren Haai^ 
inga, not in order to defend him, hut to rescue the British 
character from the imputations which have been laid upon it 
by the Commons of Great Britain. They have said, that 
the Commons of Great Britain have slandered their country, 
and have misrepresented its character ; while, on the con- 
trary, the servants of the Company have sustained and main- 
tained the dignity of the English character, have kept its 
public faith inviolate, preserved the people from oppression, 
reconciled every government to it in India, and have made 
every person under it prosperous and happy. 

My lords, you see what this man says himself, when en- 
deavouring to prove his own innocence. Instead of proving it 
by the facts alleged by his counsel, he declares that, by pre- 
serving good faith, you might have conquered India, the 
most glorious conquest that was ever made in the world ; 
that all the people want our assistance, but dread our connex- 
ion. Why ? Because our whole conduct has been one per- 
petual tissue of perfidy and breach of faith with every person 
who has been in alliance with us, in any mode whatever ; 
here is the man himself who says it. Can we bear that this 
man should now stand up in this place as the assertor of the 
honour of the British nation against us, who charge this dis- 
honour to have fallen upon us by him, through him, and 
during his government ? 

But all the mischiefy^he goes on to assert, was in the pre- 
vious system, in the formation of which he had no share ; the 
system of 1775, when the first treaty with the Nabob was 
made. “That system,” says be, “is not mine, it was fuiule 
by General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and litr. Fraoicis.” 
So it was, my lords. It did them very great honour ; and I 
believe it ever will do them honour, in the eyes of the British 
nation, that they took an opportunity, without the violation 
of faith, without the breacn of any one treaty, and without 
injury to any person, to do great and eminent services to the 
Company ; but Mr. Ha^iitinga disclaims it, unnecessarily dis- 
claims it, for no one charges him with it. What we charge 
him with is the abuse oi that system. To one of Ihese 
abuseft 1 will now call your lords^s' attention. Findiiig, 
soon after his appointment to the omoe of Govemor-Oener^ 
that the Nabob was likely to get into debt, he turns him into 
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a vBSsal, and resolves to treat him as such. You will ob* 
serve that this is not the only instance in which, upon a 
failure of payment, the defaulter becomes directly a vassal. 
Yqu remember how Durbedgy Sing, the moment he fell into 
an arrear of tribute, became a vassal, and was thrown into 
prison, without any inquiry into the causes which occasioned 
that arrear. With respect to the Nabob of Oude, we assert, 
and can prove, that his revenue was £3,600,000 at the day 
of his father’s death ; and if the revenue fell off afterwards, 
there was abundant reason to believe that he possessed in 
abundance the means of paying the Company every farthing. 
Before I quit this subject, your lordships will again permit 
me to reprobate the malicious insinuations by which Mr. Hast- 
ings has thought proper to slander the virtuous persons who 
are the authors of that system which he complains of. They 
are men whose characters this country will ever respect, 
honour, and revere, both the living and the dead ; the dead for 
the living, and the living for the dead. They will altogether 
be revered for a conduct honourable and glorious to Gr&t 
Britain ; whilst their names stand, as they now do, unspotted 
by the least imputation of oppression, breach of faith, perjury, 
bribery, or any other fraud whatever. I know there was a 
faction formed against them, upon that very account. Be 
corrupt, you have friends ; stem the torrent of corruption, you 
open a thousand venal mouths against you. Men resolved to 
do their duty must be content to su&r such opprobrium, and 
1 am content ; in the name of the living and of the dead, and 
in the name of the Commons, I glory in our having appoint- 
ed some good servants, at least, to India. 

But to proceed. “ This system was not,” says he, “ of my 
making.” You w^ould then naturally imagine that the per- 
sons who made this abominable system had also made some 
tyrannous use of it. Let us see what use they made of it 
during the time of their majority in the council. There was 
an arrear of subsidy due from the Nabob. How it came into 
arrear, we shall consider hereafter. The Nabob proposed to 
pay it by taxing the jaghires of his family, and taking some 
mon^y from the Begum. This was consented to by Mr. Bris- 
tow, at that time resident for the Company in Oude ; and to 
this arrangement Azoph ul Dowlah and his advisers lent a 
^villing ear. What did Mr. Hastings then say of this trana* 
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action ? He called it a violent assumption of power on the 
part of the council. He did not, you see, then allow that a 
Dad system justified any persons whatever in an abuse of it. 
He contended that it was a violent attack upon the rights 
and property of the parties from whom the money was to be 
taken ; that it had no ground or foundation in justice what- 
ever, and that it was contrary to every principle of right and 
equity. 

Your lordships will please to bear in mind, that afterwards, 
by his own consent, and the consent of the rest of the coun- 
cil, this business was compromised between the son, the 
mother, and their relations. A very great sum of money, 
which was most useful to the Company at that period, was 
raised by a family compact and arrangement among them- 
selves. This proceeding was sanctioned by the Company, 
Mr. Hastings himself consenting ; and a pledge was given 
to the Begums and family of the Nabob that this should be 
the last demand made upon them, that it should be consid- 
ered not as taken compulsivt'ly, but as a friendly and amica- 
ble donation. They never admitted, nor did the Nabob ever 
contend, that he had any right at all to take this money from 
them. At that time, it was not Mr. Hastings’s opinion that 
the badness of the system would justify any violence as a 
consequence of it ; and when the advancement of the money 
was agreed to between the parties, as a family and amicable 
compact, he was as ready as anybody to propose and sanc- 
tion a regular treaty between the parties, that all claims on 
one side, and all kind of uneasiness on the other, should cease 
for ever, under the guardianship of British faith. 

Mr. Hastings, as your lordships remember, has conceded 
that British faith is the support oi the British empire ; that if 
that empire is to be maintained, it is to be maintained by 
good faith ; that if it is to be propagated, it is to be propa- 
gated by public faith ; and that if the British empire Mis, it 
will be through perfidy and violencMB. These are the princi- 
ples which he assumes when ho chooses to reproach others. 
But when he has to defend his owm perfidy and breaches of 
faith, then, as your lordships will find set forth in his defence 
before the House of Commons on the Benares charge, he 
denies, or at least questions, the validity of any trea^ that 
can at present be made with India. He declares that he 
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considers all treaties as being weakened by a considerable de- 
gree of doubt respecting tbeir validity and their binding force, 
in such a state of things as exists in India. 

Whatever was done, during that period of time to which I 
have alluded, by the majority of the council, Mr. Hastings 
considered himself as having nothing to do with, on the plea 
of his being a dissentient member: a principle which, like 
other principles, I shall take some notice of by and by. 
Colonel Monson and General Clavering died soon after, and 
Mr. Hastings obtained a majority in the council, and was 
then, as he calls it, restored to his authority ; so that any evil 
that could be done by evil men, under that evil system, could 
have lasted but for a very short time indeed. From that 
moment Mr. Hastings, in my opinion, became responsible for 
every act done in council while he was there, which he did not 
resist ; and for every engagement which he did not oppose. 
For your lordships will not bear that miserable jargon which 
you have heard, shameful to office and to official authority, 
that a man, when he happens not to find himself in a majoipty 
upon any measure, may think himself excusable for the total 
neglect of his duty ; that in such a situation he is not bound 
to propose anything that it might be proper to propose, or 
to resist anything that jl might be proper to resist. What 
would be the inference from such an assumption ? That he 
can never act in a commission ; that unless a man has the 
supreme power, he is not responsible for anything he does or 
neglects to do. This is another principle which your lord- 
ships will see constantly asserted and constantly referred to 
by Mr. Hastings. Now I do contend, that notwithstanding 
bis having been in a minority, if there was anything to be 
done that could prevent oppressive consequences, he was 
bound to do that thing ; and that he was bound to propose 
every possible remedial measure. This proud, rebellious 
proposition against the law, that any one individual in the 
council may say that ho is responsible for nothing, because 
he is not the whole council, calls for your lordships* strongest 
reprobation. 

I must now beg leave to observe to you, that the treaty 
was made (and I wish your lordships to advert to dates) in 
the year 1775. Mr. Hastings acquired the majority in some- 
thing more than a year afterwards ; and therefore, supposing 
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t^omuls of the former majority to have been ever bo miqui- 
tone, Aeir power lasted but a short time. From the year 
1776 to 17o4!, Mr. Hastings had the whole government of 
Oude in himself, by having the majority in the council. My 
lords, it is no offence that a governor^eneral, or anybody 
else, has the majority in the council. gK) have the govern- 
ment in himself is no offence. Neither was it any offence, 
if you please, that the Nabob was virtually a vassal to the 
Company, as he contends he was ; for the question is not 
what a governor-general may do, but what Warren Hastings 
did do. He who has a majority in council, and records his 
own acts there, may justify these acts as legal ; I mean the 
mode is legal. But as he executes whatever he proposes as 
governor-general, he is solely responsible for the natu/re of 
the acts themselves. 

I shall now show your lordships, that Mr. Hastings, find- 
ing, as he states, the Nabob to be made, by the treaty in 
1776, eventually a vassal to the Company, ha| thought proper 
to piake him a vassal to himself, for his own private purposes. 
Your lordships will see what corrupt and iniquitous purposes 
they were, in the first place, in order to annihilate in effect 
the council, and to take wholly from them their control in 
the affairs of Oudo, he suppressed j^’our lordships will find 
the fact proved iu yoiu* minutes] the Persian con’espondence, 
which was the whole correspondence of Oude. Inis whole 
correspondence w^as secreted by him, and kept from the 
council. It w'as never communicated to the Persian transla- 
tor of the Company, Mr. Colebrooke, who had a salary for 
executing that otHce. It was secreted and kept in the private 
cabinet of Mr. Hastings ; from the period of I7t^l to 1786, 
no part of it was communicated to the council. There is 
nothing, as your lordsliips have ofUm found in this trial, that 
speaks for the man like himself ; — there is nothing will speak 
for his conduct like the records of the Company. 

** Fort Wiiliam, 10th February, 786. 

a Chuncil ; p7rsent, the honourahh John MacpJiereon^ 
Governor- Ge lie raly Fresidenty and John StabteSy Eeq.. 

“The Persian translator attending, in obedience to the 
board’s orders, reports, that since the end of the year 1781 
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there luive been no books of correspondence kept m his 
pl^ce ; because from that time until the late Govemor-Gene- 
i|d*8 departure, he was emf>loyed but once by the eovemor- 
general to manage the correspondence, during a short visit 
which Major Davy, the military Persian interpreter, paid by 
the governor’s order to Lucknow. That during that whole 
period of three years he remained entirely ignorant of the 
correspondence, as he was applied to on no occasion, except 
for a few papers sometimes sent to him by the secretaries, 
which he always returned to them as soon as translated. 

“ The Persian translator has received from Mr. Scott, since 
the late Governor- General’s departure, a trunk containing 
English drafts and translations, and the Persian originals of 
letters and papers, with three books in the Persian language, 
containing copies of letters, written between August, 1782, 
and January, 1785; and if the board should please to order 
the secretaries of the general department to furnish him with 
copies of all translations and drafts recorded in their consul- 
tations, between the Ist of January, 1782, and the 31st%of 
January, 1785, he thinks that he should be able, with what 
he has found in Captain Scott’s trunk, to make up the cor- 
respondence for that period. 

“ (Signed) - Edwaed Colebeooke, 

Persian Translator.” 

Hear then, my lords, what becomes of the records of the 
Company, which w^ere to be the vouchers for every public 
act, which were to show whether, in the Company’s trans- 
actions, agreements, and treaties with the native powers, the 
public faith was kept or not. You see them all crammed 
into Mr. Scott’s trunk ; a trunk into which they put what 
they please, take out what they please, suppress wnat they 
please, or thrust in whatever wiU answer their purpose. The 
records of the Governor- General and council of Bengal are 
kept in Captain Jonathan Scott’s trunk ; this trunk is to be 
considered as the real and true channel of intelligence be- 
tween the Company and the country powers ; but even this 
channel was not open to any member of the council, except 
Mr. Hastings ; and when the council, for the first time, dai> 
ing to think for themselves, call upon the Persian translf^r, 
he knows nothing about it. We find that it is given into 
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tbe bands of a person nominated by Mr. Hastings, Major 
Davy. What do the Company know of him ? Why, he was 
Mr. Hastings's private secretaiy. In this manner the counoil 
have been annihilated during all these transactions, and have 
no other knowledge of them than just what Mr. Hastings 
and his trunk-keeper thought proper to give them. All then 
that we know of these transactions is from this miserable, 
imperfect, garbled correspondence. 

But even if these papers contained a full and faithful ac- 
count of the correspondence, what we charge is its not being 
delivered to the council as it occurred from time to time. Mr. 
Hastings kept the wiiole government of Oude in his own 
hands, so that the council had no power of judging his acts, 
of checking, controlling, advising, or remonstrating. It was 
totally annihilated by him ; and w^e charge, as an act of trea- 
son and rebellion against the act of ])arliament by which he 
held his office, his depriving the eonneil of their legitimate 
authority, by shutting them out from the knowledge of all 
affiiirs, except indeed wdum he thought it expedient, for his 
own justification, to have their nominal concurrence or sub- 
seq^uent acquiescence in any of his more violent measures. 

xour lordships see Mr. Hastings’s system, a system of 
concealment, a system of turning the vassals of the Company 
into his owm vassals, to make them contributory, not to the 
Company, but to himself. He has avowed this system in 
Benares ; he has avoweJ it in Oude. It was his constant 
practice. Your lordships see, in Oude he kept a correspond- 
ence with Mr. Markham for years, and did alone all the 
material acts w’hich ought to have been done in council. He 
delegated a powder to Hr. Markham which he had not to de- 
legate ; and you will see he has done the same in every part 
of India. 

We first charge him, not only with acting without author- 
ity, but with a strong presumption, foundea on his conc^- 
ment, of intending to act mischievously. We next charge 
his concealing and withdrawing correspondence as being 
rectly contrary to the orders of the court of directors, the 
practice of Ins office, and the very nature and existence of 
the council in w hich he was appointed to preside. We charge 
this as a substantive crime, and as the forerunner of the cp* 
pression, desolation, and ruin of that miserable country. 
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Mr. Hastings having thus rendered the council blind and 
ignorant, and consequently fit f:>r subserviency, what does he 
next do ? I am speaking not with regard to the time of his 
particular acts, but with regard to the general spirit of the 
proceedings. He next flies in the face of the Company, upon 
the same principle on which he removed Mr. Eowke from 
Benares. “ I remov^ed him on political grounds,’* says he, 
“ against the orders of the court of directors, because I 
thought it necessary that the resident should be a man of 
my own nomination and confidence.’* At Oude he proceeds 
on the same principle. Mr. Bristow had been nominated to 
the office of resident by the court of directors. Mr. Hast- 
ings, by an act of parliament, was ordered to obey the court 
of directors. He positively refuses to receive Mr. Bristow, 
for no other reason, that we know of, but because he was 
nominated by the court of directors ; he defies the court, and 
declares in eflect that they shall not govern that province, 
but that he will govern it by a resident of his own. 

Your lordships will mark his progress in the establishment 
of that new system, which, he says, he had been obliged to 
adopt by the evil system of his predecessors. First, he anni- 
hilates the council, formed by an act of parliament and by 
order of the court of directors. In the second place, he de- 
fies the order of the court, who had the undoubted nomina- 
tion of all their own servants, and who ordered him, under 
the severest injunction, to appoint IVFr. Bristow to the office 
of resident in Oude. He for some time refused to nominate 
Mr. Bristow to that office ; and even when he was forced, 
against his will, to permit him for a while to be there, he 
sent Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnson, who annihilated Mr. 
Bristow’s authority so completely, that no one public act 
passed through his hands. 

After he had ended this conflict with the directors, and had 
entirely shook off their authority, he resolved that the native 
powers should know that they were not to look to the court 
of directors, but to look to his arbitrary will in all things ; 
and therefore, to the astonishment of the world, and as if it 
were designedly to expose the nakedness of the parliament 
of Great Britain, to expose the nakedness of the laws of Great 
Britain, and the nakedness of the authority of the court of 
directors to the country powers, he wrote a letter, which 
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lordsbips will find in page 795 of the printed minutes* 
®Ei this letter the secret of his government is discovered to 
ihe country powers. They are given to understand, that 
whatever exaction, whatever oppression or ruin they may 
suffer, they are to look nowhere for relief but to him. Not 
to the council, not to the court of directors, not to the sove- 
reign authority of Great Britain, but to him and him only. 

Before we proceed to this letter, we will first read to you 
the minute of council by which he dismissed Mr. Bristow 
upon a former occasion (it is in page 507 of the printed 
minutes), that your lordships may see his audacious defiance 
of the laws of the country. We wish, I say, before we show 
you the horrible and fatal effects of this his defiance, to im- 
press continually upon your lordships* minds, that this man 
18 to be tried by the laws of the country ; and that it is not 
in his power to annihilate their authority and the authority 
of his masters. \Ve insist upon it that every man under the 
authority of this country is bound to obey its laws. This 
minute relates to his first removal of Mr. Bristow. I read it 
in order to show that he dared to defy the court of directors 
so early as the year 1776. “ Resolved that Mr. John Bris- 
tow be recalled to the presidency, from the court of the Nahpb 
of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be restored to 
the appointment of resident at that court, subject to the or- 
ders and authority of the Governor- General and council, con- 
formably to the motidb of the Governor- General.” I will 
next read to your lordships the orders of the directors for 
his reinstatement, on the dith of July, 1777. “Upon the 
most careful perusal of your proceedings, upon the 2nd of De- 
cember, 1776, relative to the recall of Mr. Bristow from the 
court of the Nabob of Oude, and the appointment of Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton to that station, we must declare our 
strongest disapprobation of the whole of that transaction. We 
observe that the Governor-Generars motion for the recall of 
Mr. Bristow includes that for the restoration of Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton ; but as neither of those measures appear to us 
necessary or even justifiable, they cannot receive our appro- 
bation. 

“ With respect to Mr. Bristow, we find no shadow of 
charge against him ; it appears that he has executed his tmaib 
to the entire satisfaction even of those members of the coun- 
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cil B-lio did not concur in his appointment. Ton have nnan* 
imoualy recommended him to our notice — attention to your 
recommendation has induced tls to afford him marks of our 
favour, and to reannei the emoluments affixed by you to his 
appointment, which had been discontinued by our order ; 
and as we must be of opinion that a person of acknowledged 
abilities, whose conduct has thus gained him the esteem of 
his superiors, ought not to be degraded without just cause, 
we do not hesitate to interpose in his behalf ; and therefore 
direct that Mr. Bristow do forthwith return to his station of 
resident at Oude, from which he has been so improperly re- 
moved.** 

Upon the receipt of these orders by the council, Mr. Fran- 
cis, tnen a member of the council, moves, “ That, in obedience 
to the Company’s orders, Mr. Bristow be forthwith appoint- 
ed and directed to return to his station of resident at Oude ; 
and that Mr. Purling be ordered to deliver over charge 
of the office to Mr. Bristow, immediately on his arrival, and 
return himself forthwith to the presidency. Also that the , 
Governor-General be requested to furnish Mr. Bristow with 
tbe usual letter of credence to the Nabob Vizier.** 

Upon this motion being made, Mr. Hastings entered tbe 
following minute. “ I will ask, who is Mr. Bristow, that a ^ 
member of the administration should at such a time hold him 
forth as an instrument for the degradation of the first execu- 
tive member of this government ? What are the professed 
objects of his appointment ? What are the merits and ser- 
vices, or what the qualifications, which entitle him to such an 
uncommon distinction ? Is it for his superior integrity or 
from his eminent abilities, that he is to be dignified at such 
hazards of every consideration that ought to influence mem- 
bers of this administration? Of the former I know no 
proofs ; I am sure that it is not an evidence of it that be has 
been enabled to make himself the principal in such a compe- 
tition ; and, for the test of his abilities, I appeal to the letter 
which he has dared to write to this board, and which I am 
ashamed to say we have suffered. I desire that a copy of it 
may be inserted in this day’s proceedings, that it may stand 
before the eyes of every member of tbe board, when he Shall 
give his vote upon a question for giving their confidence to a 
man, their servant, who has publicly insulted them, his mat* 
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tears, and the members of the government, to whom be owes 
iiis obedience ; who, assuming an association with the court of 
directors, and erecting himself into a tribunal, has arraigned 
them for disobedience of orders, passed judgment upon 
them, and condemned or acquitted them as their magistrate 
and superior. Let the board consider whether a man pos- 
sessed of so independent a spirit, who has already shown 
such a contempt of their authority, who has shown himself 
so wretched an advocate for his own cause, and negotiator 
for his own interest, is fit to be trusted with tlie guardianship 
of their honour, the execution of their measures, and as their 
confidential manager and negotiator with the princes of 
India.” 

My lords, you here see an instance of what I have before 
stated to your lordships, and what I shall take the liberty of 
recommending to your constant consideration. You see that 
a tyrant and a rebel is one and the same thing. You see 
this man, at the very time that ho is a direct rebel to the 
• Company, arbitrarily and tyrannically displacing Mr. Bristow, 
although he had previously joined m the approbation of his 
conduct, and in voting him a pecuniary reward. He is 
ordered by the court of directors to restore that person, who 
. desires in a suppliant, decent, proper tone, that the Company’s 
orders should produce their effect, and that the council would 
have the goodness to restore him to his situation. 

My lords, you have seen the audacious insolence, the ty- 
rannical pride, with which he dares to treat this order. You 
have seen the recorded minute which he has dared to send 
to the court of directors ; and in this you see, that when he 
cannot directly asperse a man’s conduct, and has nothing to 
say against it, he maliciously, I should perhaps rather say 
enviously, insinuates that he had unjustly made his fortune. 
“ You are,” says he, “to judge from the independence of his 
manner and style, whether he could or no have got that with- 
out some unjust means.” God forbid I should ever be Able 
tofinvent anything that c?ui equal the impudence of what this 
man dares to write to his superiors, or the insolent style in 
which he dares to treat persons who are not his servants. 

Who made the servants of the Compaiw the master of the 
servants of the Company ? The court of directors are their 
fellow servants ; they are all the servants of this kingdom. 
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Still the claim of a feHow servant to hold an office which the 
court of directors had legally ^>ppomted him to, is considered 
by this audacious tyrant as an insult to him. By this you 
may judge how he treats, not only the servants of the 
Compiiny, but the natives of the country, and by what means 
he has brought them into that abject state of servitude, in 
which they are ready to do anything he wishes, and to sign 
anything he dictates. I must again beg your lordships* to 
remark what this man has had the folly and impudence to 
place upon the records of the council of which he was presi- 
dent ; and I will venture to assert that so extraordinary a 
performance never before appeared on the records of any 
court. Eastern or European. Because Mr. Bristow claims an 
office which is his right and his freehold as long as the Com- 
pany chooses, Mr. Hastings accuses him of being an accom- 
plice with the court of directors in a conspiracy against him ; 
and because, after long delays, he had presented an humble 
petition to have the court of directors* orders in his favour 
carried into execution, “ he says, he has erected himself into % 
a tribunal of justice; that he has arraigned the council for 
disobedience of orders, passed judgment upon them, and con- 
demned or acquitted them as their magistrate and superior.’* 

Let us suppose his Majesty to have been pleased to appoint 
any one tt) an office in the gift of the crown ; what should we 
think of the person whose business it was to execute the 
king’s commands, if he should say to the person appointed, 
when he claimed his office, you shall not have it ; you assume 
to be my superior, and you aisgrace and dishonour me ? Good 
God ! my lords, where was this language learned ; in what 
eoiuitry, and in what barbarous nation of Hottentots was 
this jargon picked up ? For there is no Eastern court that I 
ever heurd of (and I believe I have been as conversant with 
the manners and customs of the East as most persons whose 
business has not directly led them into that country) where 
such conduct would have been tolerated. A bashaw, if he 
should be ordered by the Grand Seignor to invest another 
with his office, puts the letter upon his head, and obedience 
immediately foUows. 

But^the obedience of a barbarous magistrate should not be 
eomnared to the obedience which a British subject owes to 
the laws of his country. Mr. Hastings receives an order, 
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wSioh be should have instantly obeyed. He is reminded of 
this by the person who suffers from his disobedience : and 
this proves that person to be possessed of too independent a 
spirit. Aye, my lords, here is the grievance — ^no man can 
dare show in India an independent spirit. It is this, and not 
his having shown such a contempt of their authority, not his 
having shown himself so wretched an advocate for his own 
cause, and so bad a negotiator for his own interest, that makes 
him unfit to be trusted with the guardianship of their honour, 
the execution of their measures, and to be their confidential 
manager and negotiator with the princes of India. 

But, mv lords, what is this want of skill which Mr. Bris- 
tow has shown in negotiating his own afiairs ? Mr. Hastings 
will inform us. He should have pocketed the letter of the 
court of directors ; ho should never have made the least 
mention of it ; he should have come to my banyan, Cantoo 
Baboo ; he should have offered him a bribe upon the occasion. 
That would have been the way to succeed with me, who 
am a public-spirited taker of bribes and nuzzeers. But this 
base fool — this man, who is but a vile negotiator for his own 
interest, has dared to accept the patronage of the court of 
directors. He should have secured the protection of CantoO 
Baboo, their more efficient rival. This would have been the 
skilful mode of doing the business. But this man, it seems, 
had not only shown himself an unskilful negotiator, — he 
had likewise afibrded 'evidence of his want of integrity. And 
what is this evidence ? His having “ enabled himself to be- 
come the principal in such a competition.*’ That is to say 
he had by his meritorious conduct in the service of his ma» 
ters, the directors, obtained their approbation and favour. Mr 
Hastings then contemptuously adds, “ and, for the test of his 
abilities, I appeal to the letter which he has dared to write 
to the board, and which, I am ashaasmd to say, we have suf- 
fered,** Whatever that letter may be, I Will venture to say 
there is not a word or syllable in it that tastes of such in- 
scdeuce and arbitrariness, with regard to the servants of the 
GowiMmy, his fellow servants, — of such audacious rebellion, 
witii regard to the laws of his cr)untry, as are contained in 
this minute of Mr. Hasting. ^ 

But, my lords, why did he choose to have Mr. Mid d leto n 
appointed resident ? Your lordships have not seen Mr. Brkh 
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tow. You have only heard of him as a humble suppliant, to 
have the orders of the Company obeyed : but you have seen 
Mr; Middleton, You know that Mr. Middleton is a good 
man to keep a secret : I describe him no further. You know 
what qualifications Mr. Hastings requires in a favourite; 
you also know why he was turned out of his employment, 
with the approbation of the court of directors ; that it was 
piiucipally 'hecause, when ’resident in Oude, he positively, 
audaciously, and rebelliously refused to lay before the council 
the correspondence with the country powers. He says he 
gave it up to Mr. Hastings ; whether he has or has not de- 
stroyed it we know not ; all we know of it is, that it is not 
found to this hour. We cannot even find Mr. Middleton’s 
trunk, though Mr. Jonathan Scott did at last produce his. 
The whole of the Persian correspondence, during Mr. Mid- 
dleton’s residence, was refused, as I have said, to the board 
at Calcutta and to the court of directors ; was refused to the 
legal* authorities ; and Mr. Middleton, for that venr refusal, 
was again appointed by Mr. Hastings to supersede Mr. Bris-^ 
tow, removed without a pretence of offence ; he received, I 
say, this appointment from Mr. Hastings, as a reward for that 
servile compliance, by which he dissolved every tie between 
himself and his legal masters. 

The matter being now brought to a simple issue, whether 
the Governor-General is or is not bound to obey his supe- 
riors, I shall here leave it with your» lordships, and I have 
only to beg your lordships will remark the course of events 
as they follow each other ; keeping in mind that the prisoner 
at your bar declared Mr. Bristow to be a man of suspected 
integrity, on account of his independence, and deficient in 
ability, because he did not know how best to promote his 
own interest. 

I must here state to your lordships, that it was the duty of 
the resident to transact the money concerns of the Company, 
as well as its political negotiations ; you will now see how 
Mr. Hastings divided that duty after he became apprehensive 
i that the court of directors might be inclined to assert their 
[own authority, and to assert it in a proper manner, which they 
^ rarely did. When, therefore, his passion had cooled, when 
bis resentment of those violent indignities which had been 
Mored to him, namely, the indignity of being put in mind 
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«thlit; he had any superior under heaven (for I know of M 
other), he adopts the expedient of dividing the residency into 
two offices ; he makes a fair compromise between himself and 
the directors. He appoints Mr. Middleton to the manage- 
ment of the money concerns, and Mr. Bristow to that of the 
political affairs. Your lordships see that Mr. Bristow, upon 
whom he had fixed the disqualification for political affairs, was 
the very person appointed to that department ; and to Mr. 
Middleton, the man of his confidence, he gives the manage- 
ment of the money transactions. He discovers plainly where 
his heart was ; for where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also. This private agent, this stifler of correspond- 
ence, a man whose costive retention discovers no secret com- 
mitted to him, and whose slippery memory is subject to a 
diarrhoea, which permits everything he did know to escape ; 
this very man he places in a situation where his talents could 
only be useful for concealment, and where concealment could 
only be used to cover fraud ; while Mr. Bristow, who was by 
Jiis official engagement responsible to the Company for fair 
and clear accounts, was appointed superintendent of political 
affairs, an office for which Mr. Hastings declared he was to- 
tally unfit. 

My lords, you will judge of the designs which the prisoner 
had in contemplation, when he dared to commit this act of 
rebellion against the Company ; you will see that it could 
not have been any other than getting the money transactions 
of Oude into his own hands. The presumption of a corrupt 
motive is here as strong as, I believe, it possibly can be. 

The next point to which I have to direct your lordships’ 
attention is that part of the prisoner’s conduct in this mat- 
ter by which ho exposed the nakedness of the Company’s 
authority to the native powers. You w’ould imagine that amr 
the first dismissal of Mr. Bristow, Mr. Hastings would have 
done with him for ever, that nothing could have induced hiiK;^ 
again to bring forward a man who liad dared to insult him, a 
man who had shown an independent spirit, a man who had 
dishonoured the council and insulted his masters, a man of 
doubtful integrity, and convicU^d unfitness for office. But, 
my lords, in the face of all this he afterwards sends this very 
man with undivided authority into the country as sole resi- 
dent : and now jo\xr lordships shall hear in what manner he 
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accoimts for this appointment to Gobind Bam, the vakeel or 
ambassador of the Nabob A^oph nl Dowlah at Calcutta. It 
18 in page 795 of the printed minutes. 

JExtract of an Arzee sent hy Itqjah Oohind Ram to the Vizier y 
by the Governor-GeneraVs directions ^ and icritten the 2*1 th 
of August y 1782. 

This daj the Governor- General sent for me in private ; 
after recapitulating the various informations he had received 
respecting the anarchy and confusion said to reign throughout 
your highness’s country ; and complains that neither your 
liighness, nor Hyder Beg Khan, nor Mr. Middleton, nor Mr. 
Johnson, ever wrote to him on the state of your affairs, or if 
he ever received a letter from your presence it always con- 
tained assptions contrary to the above informations; the 
Governor- General proceeded as follows ; — That it was his 
intention to have appointed Mr. David Anderson to attend 
upon your highness, but that he w^as still with Scindia, and 
there was no prospect of his speedy return from his camp^,i,, 
therefore it w as now’ his wish to appoint Mr. John Bristow, 
w’ho was w’ell experienced in business, to Lucknow. That 
when Mr. Bristow formerly held the office of resident there, 
he was not appoiut( d by him ; and that notwithstanding he 
had not shown any instances of disobedience, yet he had 
deemed it necessary to recall him because he had been patro- 
nized and appointed by gentlemen who were in opposition to 
him, and had contradicted and thwarted all his measures ; 
that this had been his reason for recalling Mr. Bristow. That 
since Mr. Francis’s return to Europe, and the arrival of in- 
formation there of the deaths of the other gentlemen, the 
king and the Company had declared their approbation of his 
(the Governor-General’s) conduct, and had conferred upon 
him the most ample powers ; that they had sent out Mr. Mac- 
pherson, who was his old and particular friend ; and that Mr. 
Stably, that was on his way here as a member of the supreme 
council, was also hiyiarticular friend ; that Mr. Wheler had re* 
ceived letters from Europe, informing him that the members of 
the council were enjoined all of them to cooperate and act in 
conjunction with him, in every measure which should be agree* 
able to him ; and that there was no one in council now, who 
was not united with him, and consequently that his authority 
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wiis perfect and complete ; that Mr. Bristow, as it was known 
to me, bad returnea to Europe ; but that during his stay 
there he had never said anything disrespectful of him, or 
endeavoured to injure him ; on the contrary, he had received 
accounts from Europe that Mr. Bristow had spoken much in 
his praise ; so that Mr. Bristow’s friends had become his 
friends ; that Mr. Bristow had lately been introduced to him 
by Mr. Macpherson, had explained his past conduct perfectly 
to his satisfaction, and had requested from him the appoint- 
ment to Lucknow ; and had declared, in the event of his 
obtaining the appointment, that he should show every mark 
of attention and obedience to the pleasure of your highness, 
and his, the Governor’s ; saying that your highness was well 
pleased with him, and that he knew what you had written 
formerly was at the instigation of Mr. Mi(ldletoi\ ; that in 
consequence of the foregoing, he, the Governor, had determined 
to have appointed Mr. Bristow to Lucknow, but had post- 
poned his dismission to his oflice, for the following reasons 
^Fidelicet), people at Lucknow miglit think that Mr. Bristow 
had obtained his ap])oiutiuent in consequence of orders from 
Europe, and contrary to the Governor’s inclination ; but as 
the contrary was the case, and as he now considered Mr. 
Bristow as the object of his own particular patronage, there- 
fore he directed me to forward Mr. Bristow’s arzee to the 
presence ; and that it was the Governor’s wish that your high- 
ness, on the receipt thereof would w rite a letter to him, and, 
as from yourself, request of him that Mr. Bristow may be ap- 
pointed to Lucknow, and that you would wTite an answer to 
this arzee, expressive of your personal satisfaction on the sub- 
ject ; the Governor concluded with injunctions, that until the 
arrival of your highness’s letter, requesting the appointment 
of Mr. Bristow, and your auswx^r to this arzee, that I should 
keep the particulars of this conversation a profound secret, for 
that the conimuiiicatiou of it to any person whatever would 
not only cause his di8plea8iirt\ but would throw affairs at 
Lucknow into great confusien. The preceding is the sub- 
stance of the governor’s directions to me ; he afterwards went 
to Mr. Macpherson’s and 1 attended him ; Mr. Bristow was 
there ; the Governor took Mr. Bristow’s arzee from his hand 
and delivered it into mine, and thence proceeded to council ; 
Mr. Bristow’s arxee, and the following particulars, I transmit 
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and communicate by the Governor’s directions ; and I request 
that I may be favoured with the answer to the arzee, and the 
letter to the Governor, as soon as possible, as his injunctions 
to me were very particnilar on tlie subject.” 

My lords, I have to observe upon this very extraordinary 
transaction, that you wdll see many things in this letter that 
are curious, and worthy of being taken out of that abyss of 
secrets, Mr. Scott’s trunk, in which this arzee was found. 
It contains, as far as the prisoner thinks proper to reveal rt;* 
the true secret of the transaction. He confesses, first, the 
state of the vizier’s country, as communicated to him in 
various accounts of the anarchy and confusion said to reign 
throughout his territories. This was in the year 1782, during 
the time that the Oude correspondence was not communicated 
to the council. 

He next stated, that neither the vizier, nor his minister, nor 
Mr. Middleton, nor Mr. Johnson, ever wTote to him on the 
state of aftairs. Here then are three or four persons all noTri>^ 
nated by himself, every one of them supposed to be in his 
strictest confidence ; the Nabob and his vassal liyder Beg 
Kh^n being, as we shall show afterwards, entirely his depend- 
ants ; and yet Mr Hastings declares, that not one of thenj 
had done their duty, or had written him one word concerning 
the state of the country, and the anarchy and confusion that 
prevailed in it, and that when the ^^abob did write, his as- 
sertions were contrary to the real state of things. Now this 
irregular correspondence w hich he carried on at Lucknow, 
and which gave him, as he pretends, this contradictory inform- 
ation, w'as, as your lordships will see, nothing more nor 
less than a complete fraud. 

Your lordships wnll next observe, that he tells the vakeel 
his reason for turning him out w^as, that he had been patron- 
ized by other gentlemen. This was true ; but they had a 
right to patronize him, and they did not patronize him from 
private motives, but in direct obedience to the order of the 
court of directors. He then adds the assurance which he 
had received from Mr. Bristow, that he would be perfectly 
obedient to him, Mr. Hastings, in future ; and he goes on to 
tell the vakeel, that he knew the vizier was once well pleased 
with him (Mr, Bristow^), and that his formal complamti 
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against bim. were written at the instigation of Mr. Middle* 
ton. 

Here is another discovery, my lords. When he recalled 
Mr. Bristow, he did it under the pretence of its being de- 
sired by the Nabob of Oudo; and that consequently he 
would not keep at the Nabob’s court a man that was disagree- 
able to him. Yet, when the thing comes to be opened, it 
appears that Mr. Middleton had made the Nabob, unwillingly, 
write a false letter. This subornation of lalsehood appears 
also to have been known to Mr. Hastings. Did he, either 
as the natural guardian and protector of the reputation of his 
fellow servants, or as tlie official administrator of the laws of 
his country, or as a faithful servant of the Company, ever 
call Mr. Middleton to an account for it? No, never. To 
everybody, therefore, acquainted wdth the characters and 
circumstances of the parties concerned, the conclusion will 
appear evident, that he was himself the author of it ; but 
your lordships will find there is no end of his insolence and 
eldplicity. 

lie next tells the vakeel, that the reason why he postponed 
the mission of Mr. Bristow to Lucknow was lest the people 
of Lucknow should think he had obtained his appointment 
in consequence of orders from Europe, and contrary to the 
Governor’s inclination. You see, my lords, he would have 
the people of the country believe, that they are to receive the 
person appointed ri'sidelJt, not as appointed by the Company, 
out in consequence of his being under Mr. Hastings’s par- 
ticular patronage ; and to remove from them any suspicion 
that the resident would ohe\' the orders of the court of di- 
rectors, or any orders but his own, he proceeds in the manner 
I have read to your lordships. 

You here see the whole machinery of the business : he re- 
moves Mr. Bristow, contrary to the orders of the court of 
directors. Why ? Because, says he to the court of directors, 
the Nabob complained of him, and desired it He here says, 
that he knew the Nabob did not desire it, but that the letter 
of complaint really and substantially was Mr. Middleton’s. 
Lastly, as he rt‘calls Mr. Bristow, so he wishes him to be 
callea back in the same fictitious and fraudulent manner. 
This system of fraud proves that there is not one letter from 
that country, not one act of this vizier, not one act of hif 
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ministers, not one act of his ambassadors, but irhat is false 
and fraudulent. And now Jiink, my lords, first of the slavery 
of the Company’s servants, subjected in this manner to the 
arbitrary will and corrupt frauds of Mr. Hastings ! Next 
think of the situation of the princes of the country, obliged 
to complain without matter of complaint, to approve withoxit 
s^'.tisfaction, and to have all their correspondence fabricated 
by Mr. Hastings at Calcutta ! 

But, my lords, it was not indignities of this kind alcffie 
that the native princes suffered from this system of fraud 
and duplicity. Their more essential interests and those of 
the people were involved in it ; it pervaded and poisoned the 
whole mass of their internal government. 

Who was the instrument employed in all this double deal- 
ing ? Gobind liain, the vizier’s diplomatic minister at Cal- 
cutta. Suspicions perpetually arise in his mind, whether he 
is not cheated and imposed upon. He could never tell when 
he had Mr. Hastings fixed upon any point. He now finds 
him recommending Mr. Middleton, and then declaring ttfilt ' 
Mr. Middleton neglects the duty of his office, and gives him, 
Gobind Earn, information that is fraudulent and dire^ctly con- 
trary to the truth. He is h^t into various contradictory se- 
crets, and becomes acquainted with innumerable frauds, 
falsehoods, and prevarications. He knew that the whole 
pretended government of Oude was from beginning to end a 
deception ; that it was an imposture for the purpose of cor- 
ruption and peculation. 8uch was the situation of the Na- 
boo’s vakeel. The Nabob himself was really at a loss to 
know who had and who had not the Governor’s confidence ; 
whether he was acting in obedience to the orders of the 
court of directors, or whether their orders were not always 
to be disobeyed. He thus wTites to Gobind Earn, who was 
exactly in the same uncertainty. 

“ As to the commands of Mr. Hastings, which you write 
on the subject of the distraction of the country, and the want 
of information from me, and his wishes that, as Mr. John 
Bristow has showm sincere wishes and attachment to Mr. 
^stings, I should w’rite for him to send Mr. dohn Bristow ; 
it would have been proper and necessary for you privately 
to have understood what were Mr. Hastings’s real intentions. 
Whether the choice of sending Mr. John Bristow was his 
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ow% desire, or whether it was in compliance with Mr. Mao- 
pherson*8 ; that I might then have written conformably 
thereto ; writings are now sent to you for both cases. Hav- 
ing privately understood the wishes of Mr. Hastings, deliver 
wnichever of the writings he should order you, for I study 
Mr. Hastings’s satisfaction ; whoever is his friend is mine, 
and whoever is his enemy is mine ; but in both these cases, 
mjr wishes are the same ; that having consented to the paper 
0^ questions which Major Davy carried with him, and having 
given me the authority of the country, whomever he may af- 
terwards appoint, I am satisfied ; I am now brought to great 
distress by these gentlemen, who ruin me ; in case of con- 
sent,.! am contented with Majors Davy and Palmer. Here- 
after, whatever may be Mr. Hastings’s desire, it is best.” 

Here is a poor, miserable instrument, confessing himself 
to be such, ruined by Mr. Hastings’s public agents, Mr. Mid- 
dleton and Mr. Johnson ; ruined by his private agents. Major 
Davy and Major Palmer ; ruined equally by them all ; and 
Bgii^last declaring in a tone of despair, ‘‘If you have a mind 
really to keep Major Davy and Major Palmer here, why I 
must consent to it. Do what you please with me ; I am your 
creature ; for God’s sake, let me have a little rest.” 

Your lordships shall next hear what account Hyder Beg 
Khan, the vizier’s prime minister, gives of the situation in 
which he and his master were placed. 

% 

Extract of a Letter from Hyder Beg Khdn ; received 2\st 
Aprils 1785. 

“ I hope that such orders and commands as relate to the 
friendship between his highness and the Company’s govern- 
ments and to your will, may bo sent through Major Palmer, 
in your own private letters, or in your letters to the major, 
w ho is appointed from you at the presence of his highness, 
that, in obodiencti to your orders, ho may properly explain 
your commands, and w liatevcr affair may be settled, he may 
first secretly inform you of it ; and afterwards his highness 
may, conformably thereto, write an answer, and I also may 
represent it. By this system, your pleasure will always bie 
fully made known to his highness, and his highness and we 
will execute whatever may be your orders, without deviating 
a hair’s breadth ; and let not the representations of interested 



WJkBKEN HASTIKOS^ £SQ* 


m 

persons be approired of, because his highness makes no oppo- 
sition to your will ; and J your servant, am ready in ooe* 
dience and service, and I make no excuses.** 

Now, my lords, was there ever such a discovery made -of 
the arcana of any public theatre ? You see here behind the 
ostensible scenery all the crooked working of the machinery 
developed, and laid open to the world. You now see by 
what secret movement the master of the mechanism has con- 
ducted the great Indian opera, an opera of fraud, deceptions, 
and harlequin tricks. You have it all laid open before you. 
The ostensible scene is drawn aside ; it has vanished from 
your sight. All the strutting signors, and all the soft sig- 
noras, are gone ; and instead of a brilliant spectacle of de- 
scending chariots, gods, goddesses, sun, moon, and stars, you 
have nothing to gaze on but sticks, wire, ropes, and ma- 
chinery. f on find the appearance all false and fraudulent ; 
and you see the whole trick at once. All this, my lords, we 
owe to Major Scott’s trunk, which, by admitting us behind 
the scene, has enabled us to discover the real state of Mr 
Hastings’s government in India. And can your lordships 
believe that all this mechanism of fraud, prevarication, and 
falsehood could have been intended for any purpose but to 
forward that robbery, corruption, and peculation by which 
Mr. Hastings has destroyed one of the finest countries upon 
earth ! Is it necessary, after this, for me to tell you that 
you are not to believe one w^ord of the correspondence stated 
by him to have been received from India ? This discovery 
goes to the whole matter of the whole government of the 
country. You have seen what that government was, and by 
and by you shall see the effects of it. 

Your lordships have now seen this trunk of Mr. Scott’s 
producing the effects of Aladdin’s lamp, of which your lord- 
ships may read in books much more worthy of credit than 
Mr. Hastings’s correspondence. I have given all the credit 
of this precious discovery to Mr. Scott’s trunk ; but, my lords, 
I find that I have to ask pardon for a mistake, in supposing 
the letter of Hyder Beg Kh^ to be a part of Mr. Hastings’s 
correspondence. It comes from another quarter, not much 
less singular, and equally authentic and unimpeachable. But 
though it is not from the trunk, it smells of the trunk ; it 
smells of the leather. I was as proud of my imaginary ^s- 
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Sancho Pancba was, that m0 of |iis ancestors had 
discovered a taste of iron in some wine, and another a taste 
of leather in the same wine, and that afterwards there was 
found in the cask a little key tied to a thong of leather, 
which had given to the wine a taste of both. Now, whether 
thjs letter tasted of tlie leather of the trunk, or of the iron of 
Mr. Macpherson, I confess I was a little out in my suggestion 
and my taste. Tlie letter in question was written by Hyder 
Beg Khan, after Mr. Hastings’s departure, to Mr. Macpher- 
son, when he succeeded to the government. That gentleman 
thus got possession of a key to the trunk, and it appears to 
have been his intentions to follow tlie steps of his predeces- 
sor, to act exactly in the same manner, and in the same man- 
ner to make the IN abob the instrument of his own ruin. 

This letter was written by the Nabob’s minister to Sir 
■ John Macpherson, newly inaugurated into bis government, 
and who might be supposed not to be acquainted with all the 
best of Mr. Hastings’s secrets, nor to have had all the trunk 
jjprrespoiidence put into his hands. However, here is a trunk 
extraordinary, and its contents are much in the manner of the 
other. The Nabob’s minister acquaints him with the whole 
secret of the system. It is plain that the Nabob considered 
it as a system not to be altered ; that there was to be nothing 
true, nothing above-board, nothing open in the government of 
his affairs. When you thus see that there can be little doubt 
of the true nature of the government, 1 am sure that here- 
after, when we come to consider the effects of that govern- 
ment, it will (dear up, and bring home to the prisoner at your 
bar all we shall have to say upon this subject. 

Mr. Hastings having thrown off completely the authority 
of the Company, as you have seen ; — having trampled upon 
those of their servants who had manifested any symptom of 
independence, or who considered the orders of the directors 
as a rule of their conduct ; — having brought every English- 
inau under his yoke, and made them supple and fit instru- 
meats for all his designs, then gave it to be understood that 
such alone were fit persons to be employed in important af- 
fairs of state. Consider, ray lords, the effect of this upon the 
whole service. Not one man that appears to pay any regard 
. to the authority of the directors is to expect that any regard 
will be paid to himself. So that this man not only rebels 
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himself in his own itgaiiiBt the authority of the C)otD« 

pany, but he makds all their servants join him in this verr 
rebellion. Think, my lords, of this state of things ; and 1 
wish it never to pass from your minds that I have called him 
the captain-general of the whole host of actors in Indian 
iniquity, under whom that host was arrayed, disciplined, and 
paid. This language which I used was not, as fools have 
thought proper to call it, offensive and abucivo ; it is in a 
proper criminatory tone, justified by the facts that I have 
stated to you ; and in every step we take it is justified more 
and more. 1 take it as a text upon which I mean to preach ; 
1 take* it as a text, which I wish to have in your lordships* 
memory from the beginning to the end of this proceeding, 
lie is not only guilty of iniquity himself, but is at the head 
of a system of iniquity and rebellion ; and will not suffer, 
w'ith impunity, any one honest man to exist in India if he 
can help it. p]very mark of obedience to the legal authority 
of the Company is by him condemned ; and if there is any 
virtue remaining in India, as I think there is, it is not his 
fault that it still exists th6re. 

We have shown you the servile obedience of the natives 
of the country ; w'e have shown you the miserable situation 
to which a great prince, at least a person who was the other 
djy a great prince, was reduced by Mr. Hastings’s system. 
We shall next show you that this prince, who, unfortunately 
for himself, became a dependant on tl^ Company, and there- 
by subjected to the will of an arbitrary government, is made 
by him the instrument of his own degradation, the instru- 
ment of his (the Governor’s) falsehoods ; the instrument of 
his peculations — and that he had been subjected to all this 
degradation for the purposes of the most odious tyranny, 
violence, and corruption. 

Mr. Hastings, having assumed the government to himself, 
soon made Oude a private domain. It had, to be sure, a 
public name, but it was to all practical intents and purposes 
his nark or his w arren ; a place, as it w^ere, for game, whence 
he drew out or killed at an earlier or later season, as he 
thought fit, any tiling he liked, and brought it to his table 
according as it served his purpose. Before I proceed, it will 
not be improper for me to remind your lordships of the legi- 
timate enas to which all controUinis and superintending power 
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cmglit to be directed. Wbkber a man acquires this power 
bjr law or by usurpation, there are certain duties attached to 
his station. Let us now see what these duties are. 

The first is to take care of that vital principle of every 
state, its revenue. The next is to preserve the magistracy 
and legal authorities, in honour, respect, and force. And thO 
third to preserve the property, moveable and immoveable, of 
all the people committed to his charge. 

In regard to his first duty, the protection of the revenue ; 
your lordships will find that from three millions and upwards, 
which I stated to be the revenue of Oude, and whi^h Mr. 
Hastings, I believe, or anybody for him, has never thought 
proper to deny — it sunk under his management to about 
£1,440,000 ; and even this, Mr. Middleton says (as you may 
see in your minutes), was not completely realized. Thus, 
my lords, you see that one half of the whole revenue of the 
country was lost' after it came into Mr. Hastings’s manage- 
ment. Well, but it may perhaps be said this was owing to 
-the Nabob’s own imprudence. No such thing, my lords; it 
could not be so ; for the whole real administration and go- 
vernment of the country was in the hands of Mr. Hastings’s 
agents, public or privatt?. 

To let you see how provident Mr. Hastings’s management 
of it was, 1 shall ])roduee to your lordships one of the prin- 
cipal manoeuvres that he adopted for the improvement of the 
revenue and for the happiness and prosperity of the country, 
the latter of which will always go along, more or less, with 
the first. 

The Nabob, whose acts your lordships have now learned to 
appreciate as no other than the acts of Mr. Hastings, writes 
to the council to have a body of British ofBcers for the pur- 
poses of improving the discipline of his troops, collecting his 
revenues, and repressing disorder and outrage among his sub- 
jects. This proposal was ostensibly fair and proper ; and if 
I had been in the council at that time, and the Nabob had 
really and honk fide made such a request, I should have said 
he had taken a very reasonable and judicious step, and that 
the Company ought to aid him in his design. 

Among the omcers sent to Oude, in consequence of this 
requisition, was the welLknown Colonel Hanni^, a man 
whose name will be bitterly and long rememberea in India. 
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This person, we understand, had been recommended to Mr. 
Hastings by Sir Elijah Impey, ,md his appointment was the 
natural consequence of such patronage. I say the natural 
consequence, because Sir Elijah Impey appears on your 
minutes to have been Mr. Hastings’s private agent and nego- 
tiator in Oude. In that light, and in that light only, I con- 
sider Colonel Hannay in this business. We cannoi; prove 
that he was nofc of Mr. Hastings’s own nomination originally 
and primarily ; but whether we take him in this way, or as 
recommended by Sir Elijah Impey, or anybody else, Mr. 
Hastings is equally responsible. 

Colonel Hannay is sent up by Mr. Hastings, and has the 
command of a brigade, of two regiments I think, given to 
him. Thus far all is apparently fair and easily understood ; 
but in this country we find everything in masquerade and 
disguise. We find this man, instead of being an officer, 
farmed the revenue of the country, as is proved by Colonel 
Lumsden and other gentlemen, who w'ere his sub-farmers and 
his assistants. Here, my lords, w e have a man who appeared 
to have been sent up the country as a commander of troops, 
agreeably to the jS^abob’s request ; and who, upon our inquiry, 
we discover to have been farmer-general of the country ! 
AVe discover this with surprise ; and I believe till our in- 
quiries began it was unknown in Europe, We have, however, 
proved upon your lordships’ minutes, by an evidence pro- 
duced by Mr. Hastings himself, that Colonel Hannay was 
actually farmer-general of the countries of Barratch and Gur- 
ruckpore. We have proved upon your minutes that Colonel 
Hannay was the only person possessed of power in the coun- 
try ; that there was no magistrate in it, nor any administra- 
tion of the law whatever. We have proved to your lordships 
that in his character of farmer-general he availed himself of 
the influence derived from commanding a battalion of soldiers; 
iu short, we have proved that the whole power, civil, mili- 
tary, municipal, and financial, resided in him ; and we further 
refer your lordships to IVIr. Lumsden and Mr. Halhed for the 
authority which he possessed in that country. Your lord- 
I am sure, will supply with your diligence what is 
deiective in my statement ; I have therefore taken the liber- 
ty of indicating to you where you are to find the evidence to 
which I refer. You will there, my lords, find this Colonel 
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fiaamay ia a false character— he is ostensibly given to the 
Kabob as a commander of his troops ; while in reality he is 
forced upon that prince as his farmer-general. He is invested 
witti the whole command of the country, while the sovereign 
is unable to control him, or to prevent his extorting from the 
people whatever he pleases. 

If we are asked what the terms of his farm were ; — we 
cannot discover that he farmed the country at any certain 
sum. We cannot discover that he was subjected to any 
terms, or confined by any limitations. Armed with arbitrary 
power, and exercising that power under a false title, his ex- 
actions from the poor natives were only limited by his own 
pleasure. Under these circumstances, we are now to ask 
what there was to prevent him from robbing and ruining the 
people ; and what security against his robbing the exchequer 
of the person whose revenue he farmed ? 

You are told by the witnesses in the clearest manner, and, 
after what jy^ou have heard of the state of Oude, you cannot 
doubt the tact, that nobody, not even the Nabob, dared to 
complain against him ; that he was consid(‘red as a man 
authorized and supported by the power of the British govern- 
ment ; and it is proved in the evidence before you that he 
vexed and harassed the country to the utmost extent which 
we have stated in our article of charge, and which you would 
naturally expect from a man acting under such false names 
with such real powers. We have proved that from some of 
the principal zemindars in that country, who held farms let to 
them for 27,0()0 rupees a year, a rent of 00,000 was demanded, 
and in some cases enforced ; and that upon the refusal of one 
of them to comply with this demand, he was driven out of 
the country. 

Your lordships will find in the evidence before yon, that 
the inhabitants of the country were not only harassed in 
their fortunes, but cruelly treated in their persons. You have 
it upon Mr. Ualhed’s evid(mce, and it is not attempted, that 
I know of, to be coutratlicted, that the people were confined 
in open cages exposed to the scorching heat of the spn, for 
pretended or real arrears of rent- it is indifferent which, be- 
cause I consider all confinement of the person to support ai| 
arbitrary exaction, to be an abomination not to be tolerated. 
They have endeavoured, indeed, to weaken this evidence by 
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an attempt to prove that a man, day and night in confine* 
ment in an open cage, suffers no inconvenience. And here I 
must beg your lordships to observe the extreme unwillingness 
that appears in these witnesses. Their testimony is drawn 
from them drop by drop, their answers to our questions are 
never more than yes or no ; but when they are examined by 
the counsel on the other side, it flows as freely as if drawn 
from a perennial spring ; and such a spring we nave in Indian 
corruption. We have, however, proved, that in these cages 
the renters w'ere confined, till they could be lodged in the 
dungeons or mud forts. We have proved that some of them 
were obliged to sell their children ; that others fled the coun- 
try ; and that these practices were carried to such an awful 
extent, that Colonel Hannay was under the necessity of issu- 
ing orders against the unnatural sale and flight which his 
rapacity had occasioned. The prisoner’s counsel have at- 
tempted to prove that this had been a common practice in 
that country — and though possibly some person as wucked as 
Colonel llannay might have been there before at some time 
or other, no man ever sold his children but under the pres- 
sure of some cruel exaction. Nature calls out against it. 
The love that God has implanted in the heart of parents 
towards their childrei; is the first germ of that second con- 
junction which he has ordered to subsist between them and 
the rest of mankind. It is the first formation and first bond 
of society. It is stronger than all law^ ; for it is the law of 
nature, which is the law of God. Never did a man sell his 
children, who was able to maintain them. It is therefore 
not only a proof of his exactions, but a decisive proof that 
these exactions were intolerable. 

Next to the love of parents for their children, the strongest 
instinct both natural and moral that exists in man is the love 
of his country : — an instinct, indeed, which extends even to 
the brute creation. All creatures love their offspring ; next 
to that they love their homes ; they have a fondness for the 
place where they have been bred, for the habitations they 
nave dwelt in, for the stalls in which they have been fed, 
the pastures they have browsed in, and the wilds in which 
they have roamed. We all know that the natal soil has a 
sweetness in it beyond the harmony of verse. This instinct, 
I say, that binds all creatures to their country, never becomes 
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inert in us, nor ever suffers us to want a memory of it. 
Those, therefore, who seek to fly their country, can only wish 
to fly from oppression, and what other proof can you want 
of this oppression, when, as a witness has told you. Colonel 
Hannay was obliged to put bars and guards to confine the 
inhabi^nts within the country? We have seen, therefore, 
nature violated in its strongest principles. We have seen 
unlimited and arbitrary exaction avowed on no pretence of 
any law, rule, or any fixed mode by which these people were 
to be dealt with. All these facts have been proved before 
your lordships by costive and unwilling witnesses. In con- 
sequence of these violent and cruel oppressions, a general re- 
bellion breaks out in the country, as was naturally to be 
expected. The inhabitants rise as if by common consent ; 
every farmer, every proprietor of land, every man who loved 
his lamily and his country, and had not fled for refuge, rose 
in rebellion, as they call it. My lords, they did rebel ; it 
was a just rebellion. Insurrection was there just and legal, 
inasmuch as Colonel Hannay, in defiance of the law's and rights 
of the people, exercised a clandestine, illegal authority, against 
which there can be no rebellion in its proper sense. 

As a rebellion, however, and as a rebellion of the most un- 
provoked kind, it was treated by Colonel Hannay ; and to 
one instance of the means taken for suj)[)ressing it, as proved 
by evidence before your lordships, 1 w'ill just beg leave to 
call your attention. ()nc hundred and fifty of the inhabit- 
ants had been shut u^) in one of the mud forts I have men- 
tioned ; the people ot the country in their rage attacked the 
fort and demanded the prisoners ; they called for their 
brothers, their fathers, their husbands, who were confined 
there. It w'as attacked by the joint assault of men and 
women. The man who command<;d in the fort immediately 
cut off the heads of eighteen of the principal prisoners, and 
tossed them over the battlements to the assailants. There 
happened to bo a jirisouer in the fort, a man loved and re- 
spected in his country, and who, w hether justly or unjustly, 
was honoured and much esteemed by all the people. “ Give 
us our Kajah, Mustapha Khiu ** (that was tne name of the 
man confined), cried out the assiailants. We asked the wdt- 
ness at your bar, what he w^as confined for ; he did not know, 
but he said that Colonel Hannay had confined him, and 
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ftdded that he was senteuced to death. We desired to see 
the futwa or decree of thej^'dgewho seuteuced him; no; 
no such thing, nor any evidence of its having ever existed, could 
be produced. We desired to know whether he could give 
any j^*count of the process, any account of the magistrate, 
any account of the accuser, any account of the defence ; in 
«hort, whether he could give any account whatever of this 
man's being condemned to death. He could give no account 
of it but the orders of Colonel Hannay, who seems to have 
imprisoned and condemned him by his own arbitrary will. 
Upon the demand of Eajah Mustapha by the insurgents 
being made known to Colonel Hannay, he sends an order to 
the commander of the fort, a man already stained with the 
blood of all the people who were murdered there, that if he 
had not executed Mustapha Khan,- he should execute him 
immediately. The man is staggered at the order, and refuses 
to execute it, as not being directly addressed to him. 

Colonel Hannay then sends a Captain Williams, who has 
appeared here as an evidence at your bar, and who, together 
with Captain Gordon and Major Macdonald, both witnesses 
also here, were all sub-farmers and actors under Colonel Han- 
nay. This Captain Williams, I say, goes there, and without 
asking one of those questions which 1 put to the witness at 
your bar, and desiring nothing but Colonel Hannay ’s word, 
orders the man to be beheaded ; and accordingly he was be- 
headed, agreeably to the orders of Colonel Hannay. Upon 
this the rebellion blazed out with tenfold fury, and the peo- 
ple declared they would be revenged for the destruction of 
their zemindar. 

Your lordships have now seen this Mustapha Khan impri- 
soned and sentenced to death by Colonel Hannay, without 
judge and without accuser, without any evidence, without 
the futwa or any sentence of the law. This man is thus put 
to death by an arbitrary villain, by a more than cruel tyrant, 
Colonel Hannay, the substitute of a ten thousand times more 
cruel tyrant, Mr. Hastings. 

In this situation was the country of Oude, under Colonel 
Hannay, when he was removed from it. The knowledge of 
his misconduct had before induced the miserable Nabob to 
make an effort to get rid of him ; but Mr. Hastings tad re- 
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preesed that effort by a dvii reprimand, telling bim indeed 
at the same time, “ I do not force you to receive him.** (In- 
deed the Nabob’s situation had in it force enough.) The 
Nabob, I say, was forced to receive him ; and again he ravages 
and destroys that devoted country, till the time of which I 
have been just speaking ; when he was driven out of it finally 
by the rebellion, and, as you may imagine, departed like a 
leech full of blood. 

It is stated in evidence upon your minutes, that this 
bloated leech went back to Calcutta, that he was supposed 
from a state of debt (in which he was known to have been 
when he left that city) to have returned from Oude wdth 
the handsome sum of £300,000, of which £80,000 was in 
gold mohurs. This is declared to be the universal opinion 
m Ipdia, and no man has ever contradicted it. Ten persons 
have given evidence to that effect, not one has contradicted 
it from that hour to this, that 3 ever heard of. The man is 
now no more. Whether his family have the whole of the 
plunder or not ; what partnership there w as in this business ; 
what shares, what dividends were made, and who got them ; 
— about all this public opinion varied, and wx can with cer- 
tainty affirm nothing ; — but there ended the life and exploits 
of Colonel Haniiay, fanner-general, civil ofiicer, and military 
commander of ]3urratch and Gurruckpore. But not so end- 
ed Mr. Hastings’s proceedings. 

Soon after the return of Colonel Hannay to Calcutta, this 
miserable Nabob received intelligence, which concurrent pub- 
lic fame supported, that Mr. Hastings meant to send him up 
into the country again on a second expedition ; probably 
with some such order as this — You have sucked blood enough 
for yourself, now' try what you can do for your neighbours. 
The Nabob w as not likely to bo misinformed. His friend and 
agent Gobind Bam was at Calcutta, and had constant access 
to all Mr. Hastings’s people. Mr. Hastings himself teUs you 
what instructions these vakeels always have to search into 
and discover all his transactions. This Gobind Bam, alarmed 
with strong apprehensions, and struck with horror at the very 
idea of such an event, apprized his master of his belief that 
Mr. Hastily "meant to send Colonel Hannay again into the 
country. Judge now, my lords, what Colonel Han: ay must 
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hwfe beeii, fram the decl^ticm which I will now read tc 
you, extorted from that miserable slave the Nabob, who thus 
addmses Mr. Hastinp : 

^ My country and house belong to you ; there is no dif- 
ference. I hope that you desire in your heart the good of 
thy concerns. Colonel Hannay is inclined to request your 
permission to be employed in the alFairs of this quarter. If 
by any means any matter of this country dependent on me 
should be entrusted to the Colonel, I swear by the holy 
Prophet that I will not remain here, but will go from hence 
to you. From your kindness let no concern dependent on 
me be entrusted to the Colonel ; and oblige me by a speedy 
answer, which may set my mind at ease.” We know very 
well that the prisoner at your bar denied his having any in- 
tention to send him up. We cannot prove them, but we 
maiutaini that there were grounds for the strongest suspicions 
that he entertained such intentions ; he cannot deny the 
reality of this terror which existed in the minds of the Nabob 
and his people, under the apprehension that he was to be 
sent up, which plainly showed that they, at least, considered 
there was ground enough for charging him with that inten- 
tion. What reason was there to think that he should not be 
sent a third time, wl.o had been sent twice before ? Certainly 
none, because every circumstance of Mr. Hastings’s proceea- 
in^ was systematical, and perfectly well known at Oude. 

But suppose it to have been a falsp report ; — it shows all 
that the managers wish to show, the extreme terror which 
these creatures and tools of Mr. Hastings struck into the 
people of that country. His denial of any intention of again 
sending Colonel Hannay does not disprove either the justness 
of their suspicions, or the existence of the terror which his 
vey name excited. 

My lords, I shall now call your attention to a part of the 
evidence which we have produced, tc^rove the terrible effects 
of Colonel Hannay* s operations. Captain Edwards, an un- 
tainted man, who tells you that he had passed through that 
country, again and again describes it as bearing all the marks 
of savage desolation. Mr. Holt says it has fallen from its 
former state ; that whole towns ana villages were no longer 
peopled, and that the country carried evident marks of fam- 
ine. One wo lid have thought that Colonel Hannay's cruelty 
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and depredations would haye satiated Mr. Hastings. No« 
He another military collector, a Major Osborne, who, 
having suffered in his preferment by tho sentence of a court- 
martiu, whether justly or unjustly 1 neither know nor care, 
was appointed to the command of a thousand men, in the 
provinces of Oude ; but really, to the administration of the 
revenues of the country. He administered them much in 
the same manner as Colonel Hannay had done. He, how- 
ever, transmitted to the government at Calcutta a partial 
representation of the state of the provinces, the substance ol 
which was, that the natives were exposed to every kind ot 
peculation, and that tho country was in a horrible state of 
confusion and disorder. This is upon the Company’s records , 
and, although not produced in evidence, your lordships may 
find it, for it has been printed over and over again. This 
man went up to the Vizier; in consequence of whose com- 
plaint, and the renewed cries of the people, Mr. Hastings was 
soon obliged to recall him. 

But, my lords, let us go from Major Osborne to the rest of 
these military purveyors of revenue. Your lordships shall 
hear the Vizier’s own account of what he suffered from British 
officers, and into what a state Mr. Hastings brought that 
country, by the agency of officers who, under the pretence 
of defending it, were invested with powers which enabled 
them to commit most horrible abuses in the administration 
of the revenue, tho collection of customs, and the monopoly 
of the markets. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor- 
General, 

“ All the officers stationed with the brigade at Cawnpore, 
Futtyghur, Darunghur, and Furrackabad, and other places, 
write purwannas, and give positive orders to the aumils of 
these places, respecting the grain, Ac. ; from which conduct 
the oountry'will become depopulate. I am hopeful from y©ur 
friendship that you will write to all these gentlemen not to 
issue orders, Ac., to the aumils, and not to send troops into 
the mahals of the sircar ; and for whatever quantity of grSin, 
Ac., they may want, they will inform me and the resident, 
and W6 will write it to the aumils, who shall cause it to be 
sent them every month, and 1 will deduct the price of them 
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from the timcalifi ; this will be agreeable both to me ami to 
the ryots.*’ 

A co^ of a ivabiequent Letter from the Vizier to Majah 
Gobind Itam, 

“ I some time ago wrote you the particulars of the conduct 
of the officers, and now write them again. The officers and 
gentlemen who are at Cawnpore, and Puttyghur, and Ba- 
runghur, and other places, by different means act very tyran- 
uic^j and oppressively towards the aumils and ryots and 
inhabitants; and to whomsoever that requires a dustuck 
they give it, with their own seal affixed, and send for the 
aumils and punish them. If they say anything, the gen- 
tlemen make use of but two words ; one — that is for the 
brigade^ and the second — that is to administer justice. The 
particulars of it is this, that the bipparies will bring their 
grain from all quarters, and sell for their livelihood. There 
is at present no war to occasion a necessity for sending for it. 
If none comes, whatever quantity will be necessary every 
month, I will mention to the aumils that they may bring it 
for sale ; but there is no deficiency of grain. The gentle- 
men have established gunges for their own advantage, called 
Colonel Gunge at Darunghur, Futtyghur, &c. The collec- 
tion of the customs from all quarters they have stopped, and 
collected them at their own gunges ; each gunge is rented 
out at 30,000 to 40,000 rupees, and their collections paid to 
the gentlemen. They have established gunges where there 
never were any ; and where they were, those they have abol- 
ished ; 30,000 or 40,000 rupees is the sum they are rented 
at ; the collections, to the amount of a lack of rupees, are 
stopped. Major Briscoe, who is at Darunghur, has established 
a gunge, which rented out for 45,0(X) rupees, and has 
stopped the ghauts round about the bipparies ; and merchants 
commg from Cashmere, from Shaw J ehanabeid, and bringing 
shawls and other goods and spices, &c., from all quarters, he 
o^era to his gunge, and collects the duty from the aumils, 
gives them a chit and a guard, who conducts them about 
five hundred coss : the former duties are not collected. From 
the conduct at Oawmpore, Futtyghur, Furrackabad, the 
duties from the lilla of Gora and Thlawa are destroyed and 
oeeasiciii a loss of three lacks of rupees to the duties ; and 
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tlie lasses tbat are sustained in Furrackabad may be aseer- 
tained by the Nabob Mozuffir Jung, to whom every day com- 
plaints are made ; exclusive of the aumils and coUectora, 
others lo^e complaints. T^Tiatever I do, I desire no benefit 
from it ; i am remediless and silent ; from what happens to 
me, I know that worse will happen in other places ; the se- 
cond word, I know, is from their mouths only. This is the 
case. In this country formerly, and even now, whatever is 
to be received or paid among the zemindars, ryots, and in- 
habitants of the cities, and poor people, neither those who 
can pay nor those who cannot pay ever make any excuse to 
the shroffs ; but when they could pay, they did. In old 
debts of fifty years, whoever complain to the gentlemen, they 
agree that they shall pay one-fourth, and send dustucks and 
sepoys to all the aumiis, the chowdries, and canoongoes, and 
inhabitants of all the towns ; they send for everybody, to do 
them justice, confine them, and say they will settle the busi- 
ness. So many and numerous are these calamities, that I 
know not how much room it will take up to mention them. 
Mr. Briscoe is at Darunghur ; and the complaints of the au- 
rails arrive daily. I am silent. Now Mr. Middleton is coming 
here, let the Nabob appoint him for settling all these afiairs, 
that whatever he shall order those gentlemen they will do. 
From this everything wiU be settled, and the particulars of 
this miarter will be made kno^ii to the Nabob. I have writ- 
ten this, which you will* deliver to the Governor, that every- 
thing may be settled ; and when he has understood it, what- 
ever is his inclination, he will favour me with it. The Nabob 
is master in this country, and is my friend ; there is no dis- 
tinction.” 

Gopy of another Letter^ entered upon the eonsuUa$im (fihe 
4ith of Jme, 1781. 

I have received your letter, requesting leave for a bat- 
talion to be raised by Captain Clark on tbe same footing aa 
Major Osborne’s was, agreeable to the requests and oom- 
plamts of Ishmael Beg, the aumil of Blahabad, Ac., imd in 
compliance with the directions of tbe council. You ar^ well 
acquainted with the particulars and negotiation of Ishmael 
Beg, and the nature of Mr. Osborne’s battahon. At the be- 
ginning of the year 1186 (1779) the affidrs of Blahabad were 
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giTen on a lea«e of three years to Ishmael Beg, together with 
the pergunnahfl Arreel an^ Parra; and I gave orders for 
troops to be stationed and raised, conformable to his request. 
Ishmael Beg accordingly collected twelve hundred peons, 
which were not allowed to the aumil of that place in the 
year 1185. The reason why I gave permission for the ad- 
ditional expense of twelve hundred peons was, that he mighi 
be enabled to manage the country with ease, and pay the 
money to government regularly. I besides sent Mr. Osborne 
there, to command in the mahals belonging to lUahabad, 
which were in the possession of Bajah Ajeit Sing ; and he 
accordingly took charge. 

“ Afterwards, in obedience to the orders of the Oovemor- 
General, Mr. Hastings, Jelladut Jung, he was recalled, and 
the mahals placed, as before, under Bajah Ajeit Sing. I 
never sent Mr. Osborne to settle the concerns of Illahabad, 
for there was no occasion for him ; but Mr. Osborne, of 
himself, committed depredations and rapines within Ishmael 
Beg’s jurisdiction. Last year the battalion which, by per- 
mission of General Sir Eyre Coote, was sent received orders 
to secure and defend Ishmael Beg against the encroachments 
of Mr. Osborne ; for the complaints of Ishmael Beg against 
the violences of Mr. Osborne had reached the general and 
Mr. Purling ; and the Governor and gentlemen of council, 
at my request, recalled Mr. Osborne. This year, hs before, 
the collections of Arreel and Parr^ remain under Ishmael 
Beg, In those places, some of the talookdars and zemindars, 
who had been oppressed and ill-treated by Mr. Osborne, had 
conceived ideas of rebellion.” 

Here, my lords, you have an account of the condition of 
Darunghur, Euttyghur, Eurruckabad, and of the whole line of 
our military stations in the Nabob’s dominions. You see the 
whole was one universal scene of plunder and rapine. You 
see all this was known to Mr. Hastings, who never inflicted 
any punishments for all this horrible outrage. You see the 
utmost he has done is merely to recall one man, Major Os- 
borne, who was by no means the only person deeply involved 
in these charges. He nominated sdl these people ; he has 
never called any of them to an account. Shall I not then 
him their captain-general ? Shall not your lordships oaU 
him so? And shall any man in the kingdom call him by 



SPBBCH HI THE IMPEACHMENT OP 

other name ? We see all the executive, all the civil and 
enminal justice of the country seized on by him. We see 
the trade and all the duties seized upon by his creatures. 
We see them destroying established markets, and creating 
others at their pleasure. We see them, in the country of an 
ally, and in a time of peace, producing all the consequences 
of rapine and of war. We see the country ruined and de- 
populated by men who attempt to exculpate themselves by 
charging their unhappy victims with rebellion. 

And now, my lords, who is it that has brought to light all 
these outrages and complaints, the existence of which has 
never been denied, and for which no redress was ever ob- 
tained, and no punishment ever inflicted ? Why, Mr. Hast- 
ings himself has brought them before you ; they are found 
in papers which he has transmitted. God, who inflicts blind- 
ness upon great criminals, in order that they should meet 
with the punishment they deserve, has made him the means 
of bringing forw^ard this scene, which we are maliciously said 
to have falsely^ and maliciously devised. If any one of the 
ravages contained in that long catalogue of grievances is 
false, Warren Hastings is the person who must answer for 
that individual falsehood. If tliey are generally false, he is 
to answer for the false and calumniating accusation ; and if 
they are Jruo, my lords, he only is answerable ; for he ap- 
pointed those ministers of outrage, and never called them to 
account for their misconduct. 

Let me now show your lordships the character that Mr. 
Hastings gives of all the British ofticers. It is to be found 
in an extract from the appendix to that part of his Benares 
narrative in which he comments upon the treaty of Chunar, 
Mark, my lords, what the man himself says of the whole 
military service. — “ Notwithstanding the great benefit which 
the Company would have derived from such an augmentation 
of their military force as these troops constituted, ready to 
act on any emergency, prepared and disciplined without anjr 
charge on the Com pan)', as the institution professed, until 
their actual services should be required, I have observed some 
evils growing out of the system, which, in my opinion, more 
than counterbalanced those advantages, had they been real- 
ized in their fullest efiect. The remote stations of these 
troops, placing the commanding ofiieers beyond the notice 



WA.BEXK HA8Tlir08, X8Q. 


in 


and control of the board, afforded too much opportunity and 
temptation for unwarrantable emoluments, ana excited the 
contagion of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole 
army. A most remarkable and incontrovertible proof of the 
prevalence of this spirit has been seen in the court-martial 
upon Captain Erskine, where the court, composed of officers 
of rank and respectable characters, unanimously and honour- 
ably, most honourably, acquitted him upon an acknowledged 
fact, which in times of stricter discipline would have been 
deemed a crime deserving the severest punishment.” 

I will now call your lordships^ attention to another extract 
from the same comment of Mr. Hastings, with respect to the 
removal of the Company’s servants, civil and military, from 
the court and service of the Vizier. — “ I was actuatea solely 
by motives of justice to him, and a regard to the honour of 
our national character. In removing those gentlemen, I di- 
minish my own influence, as well as that of my colleagues, 
by narrowing the line of patronage ; and I expose my^f to 
obloquy and resentment from those who are immediately af- 
fected by the arrangement, and the long train of their friends 
and powerful patrons. But their numbers, their influence, 
and the enormous amount of their salaries, pensions, and 
emoluments, were a a intolerable burthen on the revenues and 
authority of the Vizier, and exposed us to the envy and re- 
sentment of the whole country, by excluding the native ser- 
vants and adherents of the Vizier from the rewards of their 
services and attachment.” * 

My lords, you have here Mr. Hastings’s opinion of the 
whole military service. You have here the authority and 
documents by which he supports his opinion. He states, 
that the contagion of peculation had tainted all the frontier 
stations, which contain much the largest part of the Com- 
pany’s army. He states that this contagion had tainted the 
whole army, everywhere; so that, according to him, there 
was, throughout the Indian army, an universal taint of pecu- 
lation.-— My lords, peculation is not a military vice.— -Insub- 
ordination, want of attention to duty, want of order, want of 
obedience and regularity, are military vices ; but who ever 
before heard of peculation being a military vice P In the 
case before you it became so by employing militaiy men as 
iarmera of revenue, as masters of markets and oi gunges. 
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inu»40parttire fipn the military character and from milittfj 
dttties introduced that peculation which tainted the Bxmj^ 
hnd desolated the dominions of the Nabob Vizier. 

I declare when I hrst read the passage which has been just 
read to your lordships, in the infancy of this inquiry, it 
struck me with astonishment that peculation should at dll 
exist at a militaiy vice ; but 1 was still more astonished at 
finding Warren Hastings charging the whole British army 
with being corrupted by this base and depraved spirit, to a 
degree wbuch tainted even their judicial character. This, 
mj lords, is a most serious matter. The judicial functions 
or military men are of vast importance in themselves ; and, 
generally speaking, there is not any tribunal whose members 
are more honourable in their conduct, and more just in their 
decisions, than those of a court-martial. Perhaps there is not 
a tribunal in this country whose reputation is really more un- 
tainted than that of a court-martial. It stands as fair in the 
opinion both of the army and of the public as any tribunal» 
in a country where all tribunals stand fair. But in India, 
this unnatural vice of peculation, which has no more to do 
with the vices of a military character than with its virtues, 
-^this venomous spirit has pervaded the members of military 
tribunals to such an ex tent, that they acquit, honourably acquit, 
most honourably acquit a man, “ upon an acknowledged fact, 
which in times of stricter discipline would have been deemed 
a crime deserving the se^verest punishment.” 

Who says all this, my lords ? Do I say it ? — No : it is 
Warren Hastings who says it. He records it. He gives jrou 
his vouchers and his evidence, and he draws the conclusion. 
He is the criminal accuser of the British army. He who 
sits in that box accuses the whole British army in India. 
He has declared them to be so tainted with pociilation from 
head to foot as to have been induced to commit the most 
wicked perjuries, for the pur[>08e of bearing one another out 
in their abominable peculations. In ibis unnatural state of 
things, and whilst there is nol one military man on these 
stations of whom Mr. Hastings does not ^ive this abomina- 
bly flagitious character ; jet every one of them have joined 
to give him the benefit of their testimony for his honourable 
intentions and conduct. 

In this tremendous scene, which he himself expose^ are 
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Him no signs of this captain-generalship i^cli t hate ailu- 
ded to f Ate there no signt of this man’s being a captain^ 
general of iniquity, undel* whom all the spoilers of India 
were paid, disciplined, and supported? I not only charge 
him wh being guilty of a thousand crimes ; but I assert^ 
that there is not- a soldier or a civil servant in India whose 
culpable acts are not owing to this man’s example, conni- 
vance, and protection. Everything which goes to criminate 
them goes directly against the prisoner. He put them in 
a con<£tion to plunder. He suffered no native authority or 
government to restrain them ; and he never called a man to 
an account for these flagitious acts, which he has thought 
proper to bring before his country in the most solemn man- 
ner and upon the most solemn occasion. 

I verily believe, in my conscience, his accusation is not 
true, in the excess, in the generality and extravagance in 
which he charges it. That it is true in a great measure we 
cannot deny ; and in that measure we, in our turn, charge 
him with being the author of all the crimes which he de- 
nounces ; and if there is anything in the charge beyond the 
truth, it is he who is to answer for the falsehood. 

I will now refer your lordships to his opinion of the civil 
service, as it is derlared and recorded in his remarks upon 
the removal of the Company’s civil servants by him from the 
service of the Vizier. — “I was,” says he, “actuated solely 
by motives of justice to him (the Nabob of Oude), and a 
regard to the honour of our national character.” Here, you 
see, he declares his opinion, that in Oude the civil servants 
of the Company had destroyed the national character, and 
that therefore they ought to be recalled. — “By removing 
these people,” he adds, “ I diminish my patronage !” But I 
ask, How came they there ? — Why, through this patronage. 
— He sent them there to suck the blood which the military 
had spared. He sent these civil servants to do ten times 
more mischief than the military ravagers could do, because 
they were invested with greater authority. “ If,” says he, 
“ I recall them from thence, I lessen my patronage But 
who, lords, authorized him to become a patron ? What 
laws of his country justified him in forcing upon the Vizier 
the civil servants of the Company P— -What treaty authorized 
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mtn to A6 it P— What system of policy, except his 
wicked, arbitrary system, authorized him to act thus ? 

He proceeds to say, “ I expose myself to obloquy and re- 
sentment, from those who are immediately affected by the 
arrangement, and the long train of their friends and power- 
ful patrons.’* — My lords, it is the constant burthen of his 
song, that he cannot do his duty ; that he is fettered in every- 
thing ; that he fears a thousand mischiefs to happen to him ; 
— ^not from his acting with carefulness, economy, frugality, 
and in obedience to the laws of his country, but from the very 
reverse of all this. Says he, I am afraid I shall forfeit the 
favour of the powerful patrons of those servants in England, 
namely, the Lords and Commons of England, if I do justioe 
to the suffering people of this country. 

In the House of Commons there are undoubtedly powerful 
people, who may be supposed to be influenced by patronage ; 
out the higher and more powerful part of the country is 
more directly represented by your lordships than by us, 
although we have of the first blood of England in the House 
of Commons. We do indeed represent, by the knights of 
the shires, the lauded interest. By our city and borough 
members we represent the trading interest ; we represent 
the whole people of England collectively. But neither blood 
nor power is represented so fully in the House of Commons 
as that order which composes the great body of the people ; 
the protection of w Inch is our peculiar duty, and to which it 
is our glory to adhere. But the dignities of the country, 
the great and powerful, are represented eminently by your 
lordships. As w^e therefore would keep the low^est of the 
people from the contagion and dishonour of peculation and 
corruption, and above all, from exercising that vice which, 
among commoners, is unnatural as well as abominable, the 
vice of tyranny and oppression, so w-e trust that your lord- 
ships will clear yourstdves and the higher and more powerful 
raiiKS from giving the smallest countenance to the system 
which we have done our duty in denouncing and bringing 
before you. 

My lords, you have heard the account of the civil service. 
TbiiLK of their numbers, think of their influence, and the 
enormous amount of their salaries, pensions, and emolu* 
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stents ! They were, you have heard, an intolerable burthen 
on the revenues and authority of the Vizier ; and they ex- 
posed us to the envy and resentment of the whole country, 
by excluding the native servants and adherents of the prince 
from the just reward of their services and attachments. 
Here, my lords, is the whole civil service brought before 
you. They usurp the country, they destroy the revenues, 
they overload the prince, and they exclude all the nobility 
and eminent persona of the country from the just reward of 
their service. 

Did Mr. Francis, whom I saw here a little while ago, send 
these people into that country ? Did General Clavering, or 
Colonel Monson, whom he charges with this system, send 
them there ? No ; they were sent by himself ; and if one 
was sent by anybody else for a time, he was soon recalled ; 
so that he is himself answerable for all the peculation which 
he attributes to the civil service. You see the character 
given of that service ; you there see their accuser ; you there 
see their defender, who, after having defamed both services, 
military and civil, never punished the guilty in either ; and 
now receives the prodigal praises of both. . 

I defy the ingenuity of man to show that Mr. Hastings is 
not the de'faraer of the service. I defy the ingenuity of man 
to show that the honour of Great Britain has not been tar- 
nished under his patronage. He engaged to remove all these 
blood-suckers by the treaty of Chunar^ but he never execut- 
ed that treaty. He proposed to take away the temporary 
brigade ; but he again established it. He redressed no griev- 
ance ; he formed no improvements in the government ; he 
never attempted to provide a remedy without increasing the 
evil tenfold. He was the primary and sole cause of all the 
grievances, civil and military, to which the unhappy natives 
of that country were exposed ; and he was the accuser of all 
the immediate authors of those grievances, without having 
punished any one of them. He is the accuser of them all. 
But the only person whom he attempted to punish was that 
man who dared to assert the authority of the court of direct- 
ors, and to claim an office assigned to him by them. 

I will now read to your lordships the protest of General 
Clavering against the military bngade : “ Taking the army 
from the Nabob is an infringement of the rights of an inde- 
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pmdent prince, leavii^ onlj tbe name and title of it without 
the power. It is taking his subjects from him, against every 
law of nature and of nations.” 

I will next read to your lordships a minute of Mr. Fran- 
cis’s : “ By the foregoing letter from Mr. Middleton, it ap- 
pears that he has taken the government of the Nabob’s do- 
minions directly upon himself. I was not a party to the 
resolutions which preceded that measure, and will not be 
answ'erable for the consequences of it.” 

The next paper I will read is one introduced by the mana- 
gers, to prove that a representation was made by the Nabob, 
respecting the expenses of the gentlemen resident at his court, 
and written after the removal before-mentioned. 

Extract of a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. Macpherson ; rc- 
ceived the 2l8t of Aprils 1785. 

“ With respect to the expenses of the gentlemen who are 
here, I have before written in a covered manner ; I now 
write plainly, that I have no ability to give money to the 
gentlemen, because I am indebted many lacks of rupees to 
the bankers, for the payment of the Company’s debt. At 
the time of Mr. Hastings’s departure I represented to him 
that I had no resources for the expenses of the gentlemen, 
Mr. Hastings, having ascertained my distressed situation, 
told me that after his arrival in Calcutta he would consult 
with the council, and /emove from hence the expenses of the 
gentlemen, and recall every person, except the gentlemen in 
office here. At this time, that all the concerns are dependent 
upon you, and you have in every point given ease to my 
mind, according to Mr. Hastings’s agreement, I hope that 
the expenses ol the gentlemen may be removed from me, and 
that you may rt'call every person residing here beyond the 
gentlemen in office. Although Major Palmer does not at 
this time demand anything for the gentlemen, and I have no 
ability to give them anything, yet the custom of the English 
gentlemen is, when they remain here, they will in the end ask 
for something ; this is best, that they should be recalled.” 

I think so too, and your lordships will think so with me ; 
but Mr. Hastings, who says that he himself thought thus in 
September, 1781, and engaged to recall these gentlemen, was 
•0 afraid of their powerfrl friends and patrons here, that ha 
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left India, and left all that load of obloquy upon bia aucees* 
Bors. He left a Major Paliror there, in the place of a resi- 
dent ; a resident of his oyno, as your lordships must see ; for 
Major Palmer was no resident of the Company’s. This man 
received a salary of about £23,000 a year, which he declared 
to be less than his expenses ; by which we may easily judge 
of the enormous salaries of those who make their fo^nes 
there. He was left by Mr. Hastings as his representative of 
peculation, his representative of tyranny. He was the second 
agent appointed to control all power ostensible and unosten- 
sible, ana to head these gentlemen whose “ custom,” the Na- 
bob says, “was in the end to ask for money.” Money they 
must have ; and there, my lords, is the whole secret. 

I have this day shown your lordships the entire dependence 
of Oude on the British empire. I have shown you how Mr. 
Hastings usurped all power, reduced the prince to a cypher, 
and made of hid minister a mere creature of his own ; how 
he n\ade the servants of the Company dependent on his own 
arbitrary will, and considered independence a proof of eor- 
ruption. It has been likewise proved to your lordships, that 
he suffered the army to become an instrument of robbery 
and oppression ; and one of its officers to be metamorphosed 
into a farmer-generai ; to waste the country and embezzle its 
revenues. You have seen a clandestine and fraudulent sys- 
tem, occasioning violence and rapine ; and you have seen the 
prisoner at the bar acknowledging and denouncing an aban- 
doned spirit of rapacity, without bringing its mmisters to 
justice; and pleading, as his excuse, the fear of offending 
your lordships and the House of Commons. We have shown 
you the government, revenue, commerce, and agriculture of 
Oude ruined and destroyed by Mr. Hastings and his creatures. 
And to wind up all, we have shown you an army so corrupted 
as to pervert the fundamental principles of justice, which are 
the elements and basis of military discipline. All this, I 
say, we have shown you ; and I cannot Delieve that your 
lordships will consider that we have trifled with your time, 
or strained our comments one jot beyond the strict measure 
of the text. 

We have shown you a horrible scene, arising from an as- 
tonial^g combination of horrible circumstances. QPhe order 
in which you will consider these cireumstances must be left 
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to your lordships. At present I am not able to proceed fur- 
ther. My next attempt will be to bring before you the 
manner in which Mr. Hastings treated moveable and immove- 
able property in Oude, and by which he has left nothing un- 
destroyed in that devoted country. 

[Adjourned. 


TRIAL. 

SATURDAY, 7tu JUNE, 1794. 


FIFTH DAY OF REl’LY. 

(Me. Burke.) 

♦ My Lords, — We will now resume the consideration of 
the remaining part of our charge, and of the prisoner’s at- 
tempts to defend himself against it. 

Mr. Hastings, well knowing (what your lordships must 
also by this time be perfectly satisfied was the case) that this 
unfortunate Nabob had no will of his own, draws down his 
poor victim to Chunar, by an order to attend the Governor- 
General. If the Nab()b ever wrote to Mr. Hastings, express- 
ing a request or desire for this meeting, his letter was unques- 
tionably dictated to him by the prisoner. We have laid a 
ground of direct proof before you that the Nabob’s being at 
Chunar, that his proceedings there, and that all his acts, were 
so dictated, and consequently must be so construed. 

I shall now proceed to lay before your lordships the acts of 
oppression committed by Mr. Hastings through bis two miser- 
able instruments ; the one, his passive instrument, the Na- 
bob ; the other, Mr. Middleton, his active instrument in his 
subsequent plans for the entire destruction of that country. 
In page 513 of the printed minutes, you have Mr. Middle- 
ton’s declaration of his promptitude to represent everything 
agreeably to Mr. Hastings’s wishes. 

“ My dear Sir, — I have this day answered your public let- 
ter in the form you seemed to expect. 1 hope there is no- 
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tbiDg in it that may to you ap^ar too pointed. If you wish 
the matter to be otherwise uraerstood than I have taken up 
and stated it, I need not say I shall be ready to conform to 
whatever you may prescribe, and to take u^on myself any 
share of the blame of the hitherto non-perlormance of the 
stipulations made on behalf of the Nabob ; though I do as- 
sure you, I myself represented to his Excellency and the min- 
isters, conceiving it to be your desire, that the apparent as- 
sumption of the reins of his government (for in that light 
he undoubtedly considered it at the first view), as specified 
in the agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully 
and literally enforced, but that it was necessary you should 
have something to show on your side, as the Company were 
deprived ol a benefit, without a requital ; and upon the faith 
of this assurance alone, I believe I may safely affirm, his 
Excellency 8 objections to signing the treaty were given up. 
If I have underbtood the matter wrong, or misconceived your 
design, I am truly sorry for it. However, it is not too late 
to correct the error : and I am ready to undertake and, God 
willing, to carry through whatever you may, on the receipt 
of my public letter, tell me is your final resolve. 

“ If you determine, at all events, that the measures of re- 
ducing the Nabob’s army, &c., shall be immediately under- 
taken, I shall take it as a particular favour if you wiU indulge 
me with a line at I'yzabad, that I may make the necessary 
previous arrangements with respect J;o the disposal of my 
family, which I would not wish to retain here in the event 
either of a rupture with the Nabob, or the necessity of em- 
ploying our forces on the reduction of his aumils ana troops. 
Ibis done, I can begin the work in three days after my re- 
turn from Fyzabad.” 

Besides this letter, which I think is sufficiently clear upon 
the subject, there is also another, much, more clear, upon 
your lordships* minutes, much more distinct and much more 
pointed, expressive of his being resolved to make such re- 
presentations of every matter as the Governor-General may 
wish. Now, a man who is master of the manner in which 
facts are represented, and whose subsequent conduct is to be 
justified by such representations, is not simply accountaYde 
ftr his conduct ; he is accountable for culpid>ly attempting to 
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tbrni, on Mbb premises^ the judgment of others upon that 
conduct. This species of delinquency must therefore be 
added to the rest ; and I wish your lordships to carry geneiv 
ally in your minds that there is not one single syllable of 
representation made by any of those parties, except wherC 
truth may happen to break out in spite of aU the means of 
concealment, which is not to be considered as the representa- 
tion of Mr. Hastings himself, in justification of his own con- 
duct. 

The letter which I have just now read was written pre- 
paratory to the transaction which I am now going to state, 
called the Treaty of Chunar, Having brought bis miserable 
victim thither, he forced him to sign a paper called a treaty ; 
but such was the fraud in every part of this treaty, that Mr. 
Middleton himself, who was the instrument and the chief 
agent in it, acknowledges that the Nabob was persuaded to 
sign it by the assurance given to him that it never was to be 
executed. Here then your lordships have a prince first com- 
pelled to enter into a negotiation, and then induced to ac- 
cede to a treaty, by false assurances that it should not be 
executed, which he declares nothing but force should other- 
wise have compelled him to accede to. 

The first circumstance in this transaction that I shall lay 
before your lordships is, that the treaty is declared to have 
for its objects two modes of relieving the Nabob from his 
distresses ; from distrqpses which we have stated, and which 
Mr. Hastings has not only fully admitted, but has himself 
proved in the clearest manner to your lordships. The first 
was by taking away that wicked rabble, the British troops, 
represented by Mr. Hastings as totally ruinous to the Na- 
boo’s affairs; and, particularly, by removing that part of 
them which was called the new brigade. 

Another remedial part of the treaty regarded the British 

C ioners. It is in proof before your lordships that Mr. 

sings agreed to recall from Oude that body of pensioners 
whose conduct there is described, in such strong terms, as 
being ruinous to the Vizier and to all his afiairs. These 
pensioners Mr. Hastings engaged to recall ; but be never did 
recall them. We refer your lordships to the evidence before 
you in proof that these odious pensioners, so distressing to 
the Nabob, so niinous to bis affiura, and so disgraceM to om 
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f ovemment, were not only not recalled by Mr, Hastings, 
ut that ^th afterwards, and upon the very day of signing 
the treaty (as Mr. Middleton himself tells you) ; upon that 
irttry day, I say, he recommended to the Nabob that these 
pensioners might remain upon that very establishment which, 
Dy a solemn treaty of his own making and his own dictating, 
he had agreed to relieve from this intolerable burden. 

Mr. Hastings, your lordships will remember, had departed 
from Benares, frustrated in his designs of extorting £500,000 
from the Bajah for the Company’s use. He had ravaged the 
countr}% without obtaining any benefit for his masters ; the 
British soldiers having divided the only spoil, and nothing 
remaining for the share of his employers but disgrace. He 
was, therefore, afraid to return without having something of 
a lucrative pecuniary nature to exhibit to the Company. 
Having this object in view, Oude appears to have first pre- 
sented jtself to his notice as a countiy from which some ad- 
vantage of a pecuniary kind might be derived, and accord- 
ingly he turned in his head a vast variety of stratagems for 
eflecting his purpose. 

The first article that occurs in the treaty of Chunar is a 
power given to the Nabob to resume all the jaghires not 
guaranteed by the C^^mpany, and to give pensions to all those 
persons who should be removed from them jaghires. 

Now, tlie first thing which w'ould naturally occur to a man 
who was going to raise a revenue through the intervention of 
the prince of the country, would b^to recommend to that 
prince a better economy in his afiairs, and a rational and 
equal assessment upon his subjects, in order to furnish the 
amount of the demand which ne was about to make upon 
him. I need not tell your lordships, trained and formed as 
your minds are to the rules and orders of good government, 
that there is no way by which a prince can justly assess his 
subjects but by assessing them all in proportion to their re- 
spective abilities ; and that, if a prince ^ould make such a 
body as the House of Lords in this kingdom (which comes 
near the case I am going to state) separately the subject of 
assessment, such a thing would be contrary to all the prin- 
ciples of regular and jurt taxation in any country in the uni- 
verse. Some men may possibly, by locality or privileges, 
be excepted from certm taxes ; but no taxation ever can be 

VOi,. Tin. M 



i0^ BFXXCH nr TBUB n£P£ACHlC£irT OF 

just that IB thrown upon some particular class only ; and if 
that clasB happen to ^ small and the demand great, the in- 
justice done is directly proportionable to the greatness of the 
exaction and inversely to the number of the persons who are 
the objects of it. These are clear, irrefragable, and eternal 
principles. 

But if, instead of exacting a part by a proportionable rate, 
the prince should go further and attempt to shake the whole 
mass of property itself, a mass perhaps not much less than 
that which is possessed by the wnole peers of Great Britain, 
by confiscating the whole of the estates at once as a govern- 
ment resource, without the charge or pretence of any crime ; 
I say, that such an act would be oppressive, cruel, and wick- 
ed in the highest degree. Yet this is what Mr. Hastings 
prmected, and actually did accomplish. 

My lords, at the treaty of Ohunar, as it is called, Mr, 
Hastings (for he always artfully feels his way as he proceeds) 
first says that the Nanob shall be permitted to do this act if 
he pleases, lie does not assume the government. He does 
not compel the Nabob to do anything. He does not force 
upon him this abandoned and wicked confiscation of the 
property of the whole nobility of a great country. All that 
ne says is this, — the Nabob may be permitted to resume these 
jaghires. Why permitted ? if the act had been legal, pro- 
])er, and justifiable, he did not want our permission ; he was 
a sovereign in his own dominions. But Mr. Hastings recol- 
lected that some of these jaghires (as they are called, and on 
which I shall say a very few words to your lordships) were 
guaranteed by the Company. The jaghires of his own house, 
of his mother and grandmother, wc‘re guaranteed by us. 1 
must inform your lordships that upr>n some of our other ex- 
actions at an earlier period, the Nabob had endeavoured to 
levy a forced loan upon the jaghirdars. This forced loan was 
iimde and submitted to by those people upon a direct assur- 
ance of their rights in the jaghires, which right was guaran- 
teed by the Bntish resident, not only to the Begums and to 
the whole family of the Nabob, but also to all the other ob- 
jects«of the tax. 

Before I proceed I wiU beg leave to state to you briefly 
the nature of these jaghires. The jaghirdars, the holders of 
jaghireSi form the b^y of the principal Mahomedan nobility. 
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The great nobility of that country are divided into two parts : 
one part consists of the zemi^idars, who are the ancient pro- 
prietors of land, and the hereditary nobility of the country ; 
these are mostly Gentoos. The Mahomedups form the otl^r 

E art, whose whole interest in the land consists in the jag- 
ires, for very few indeed of them are zemindars anywhere ; 
in some of the provinces none of them are so ; the whole of 
them are jaghirdars. 

We have heard, my lords, much discussion about jaghires. 
It is in proof before your lordships that they are of two 
sorts : — that a jaghire signifies exactly what the wordyce does 
in the English language, or feodum in the barbarous Latin 
of the Feudists ; that it is a word which Signifies a salary 
or a maintenance, as did originally the English word fee, 
derived from the word feod and feodum. These jaghires, 
like other fees and like other feeds, were given in land as a 
maintenance : some with the condition of service, some with- 
out any condition ; some were annexed to an ofiice, some 
were granted as the support of a dignity, and none were 
granted for a less term tliau life, except those that were im- 
mediately annexed to a lease. We have shown your lord- 
ships (and in this we have followed the example of Mr. 
Hastings) that some of them are fees granted actually in 
perpetuity ; and in fact many of them are so granted. We 
are further to tell your lordships, that by the custom of the 
empire they are almost all grown as tke foods in Europe are 

f rown by use into something which is at least virtually an in- 
eritance. This is the state of the jaghires and jaghirdars. 
Among these jaghires we find, what your lordships would 
expect to find, an ample provision for all the nobility of that 
illustrious family of which the Nabob is the head ; a prince 
whose family, both by father and mother, notwithstanding 
the slander of the prisoner against liis benefactor, was un- 
doubtedly of the first and most distinguished nobility of the 
Mahomedan empire. Accordingly his uncles, all his near re- 
lations, his mother, grandmother, all possessed jaghires, some 
of very long standing, and most of them not given by the 
Nabob. 

I take some pains in explaining this business, because I 
trust your lordships wdll have a strong feeling against any 
confiscation for the purpose of revenue. Believe me, my 
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lords, if there is anything which will root the present order 
of things out of Europe, it will begin, as we see it has already 
begun in a neighbouring country, by confiscating, for the pur- 

E oses of the state, grants made to classes of men, let them 
e held by what names, or be supposed susceptible of what 
abuses soever. I will venture to say that J acobinism never 
can strike a more deadly blow against property, rank, and 
dignity, than your lordships, if you were to acquit this man, 
would strike against your own dignity and the very being of 
the society in which we live. 

Your lordships will find in your printed minutes who the 
jaghirdars were, and what was the amount of their estates. 
The jaghires of’ which Mr. Hastings authorized the confis- 
cation, or what he calls a resumption, appear from Mr. Pur- 
ling’s account, when first the forced loan was levied upon 
them, under his residentship, to amount to £285,000 sterling 
per annum ; which £285,000, if rated and valued according 
to the different valuer of provisions and other necessaries of 
life in that country and in England, will amount, as near as 
may bo, to about £000,000 a year. I am within compass. 
Everybody conversant with India will say it is equivalent at 
least to £000,000 a year in England ; and what a blow such 
a confiscation as this would be on the fortunes of the peers 
of Great Britain, your lordships will judge. 1 like to see 
your estates as great as they — 1 wish they were greater 

than they are ; but \v4iatever thev are, 1 wish above all that 
they should be perpetual. For diignity and property in this 
country esto perpetua shall be my prayer this day, and the 
last prayer of my life. The Commons therefore of Great 
Britain, those guardians of property, who will not sufier the 
monarch they love, the government which they adore, to 
levy one shilling upon the subject in any other way than 
the law and statutes of this kingdom prescribe, will not 
suffer nor can they bear the idea that any single class of 
people should be chosen to be tho objects of a contrary con- 
duct, nor that even the Nabob of Oude should be permitted 
to act upon such a flagitious principle. When an English 
governor has substituted a power of his own instead of tho 
legal government of the country, as I have proved this man 
to have done, if he found the prince going to do an act which 
would shake the property of all the nobility of the country, 
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ho surely ought to raise his hand and say, ** You shall not 
make my name your sanctior for such an atrocious and abo- 
minable act as this confiscation would be.** 

Mr. Hastings, however, whilst he gives, with an urbanity 
for which he is so much praised, his consent to this confisca- 
tion, adds there must be pensions secured for all persons 
losing their estates who had the security of our guarantee. 
Your lordships know that Mr. Hastings by his guarantee had 
secured their jaghires to the Nabob’s own relations and family. 
One would have imagined that, if the estates of those who 
were without any security w'ere to be confiscated at his plea- 
sure, those at least who were guaranteed by the Company, 
such as the Begums of Oude, and several of the principal 
nobility of the Nabob’s family, would have been secure. He 
indeed says that pensions shall bo given them, for at this 
time he had not got the length of violating, without shame 
or remorse, all the guarantees of the Company. There shall, 
says he, be pensions given. If pensions were to be given to 
the value of the estate, I ask w'hat has this violent act done ? 
You shake the security of property, and, instead of suftbritig 
a man to -gather his own profits with his own hands, you 
turn him into a pensioner upon the public treasury. I can 
conceive that such a measure will render these persons miser- 
able dependants instead of independent nobility ; but I can- 
not conceive wliat linaucial object can be answered by paying 
that in pension whicli you are to receive in revenue. This 
is directly contrary to financial economy. For when you 
stipulate to pay out of the treasury of government a certain 
pension, and take upon you the receipts of an estate, you 
adopt a measure by "which government is almost sure of be- 
ing a loser. You charge it wdth a certain fixed sum, and 
even upon a supposition that, under the management of the 
public, the estate will be as productive as it was under the 
management of its private owner, (a thing highly improbable,) 
you take your cliance of a reimbursement, subject to all the 
extra expense and to all the accidents that may happen to a 
public revenue. This confiscation could not therefore be 
justified as a measure of economy ; it must have been de- 
signed merely for the sake of shaking and destroying the 
property of the country. 

The whole transaction, my lords, was an act of gross no- 
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leHoe ushered in bj a ctosb fraud. It appears that no 
penedons were ever intended to be paid ; and this you will 
naturally guess would be the event when such a strange me- 
tamorphosis was to be made as that of turning a great landed 
interest into a pensionary payment. As it could answer no 
other purpose, so it could be intended for no other than that 
of getting possession of these jaghires by fraud. This man, my 
lords, cannot commit a robbery without indulging himself at 
the same time in the practice of his favourite arts of fraud and 
falsehood. 

And here 1 must again remind your lordships, that at the 
time of the treaty of Chunar, the jaghires were held in the 
following manner : — Of the £285,000 a year which was to 
be confiscated, the old grants of Sujah Dowlah, the grand- 
father of the Nabob, amounted to near two-thirds of the 
whole, as you will find in the paper to which we refer you. 
By this confiscation, therefore, the Nabob was authorized to 
retiume grants of which he had not been the grantor. 

[Mr. Burke here read the list of the jaghires.] 

Now, my lords, you see that all these estates, except 
£25,782 a year, were either jaghires for the NaboVs own 
immediate family, settled by his father upon his mother, and 
by his father's father upon his grandmother, and upon Salar 
tiling, his uncle, or w ere the property of the most considerable 
nobility, to the gross amount of £285,C)0(1. Mr. Hastings 
confesses that the Nabob reluctantly made the confiscation to 
t he extent proposed. Why ? Because, says he, the orderlies, 
namely, certain persons so called, subservient to his debaucb- 
eries, were persons whom he wished to spare. Now, I am 
to show you, that this man, whatever faults he may hjve in 
his private morals (with w hich we have nothing at all to do), 
has been slandered throughout by Mr. Hastings. Take his 
own account of the matter. The Nabob, says he, would 
have eonfiiscated all the rest, except his orderlies, whom he 
would have spared, but I, finding where his partiality lay, 
compelled him to sacrifice the wbole ; for otherwise be would 
have sacrificed the good to save the bad. Whereas, says Mr. 
Hastings, in effect my prmciple was to sacrifice the good, 
and at the same time to punish the had. Now compare the 
accent he gives of the proceedings of Asoph ul Howlah 
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with his own. Asoph xil Bowlah, to save some unworthy 
persons who had jaghires, would, if left to his own discre- 
tion, have confiscated those only of the deserving; while 
Mr. Hastings, to effect the inclusion of the worthless in the 
confiscation, confiscates the jaghires of the innocent and the 
virtuous men of high rank, and of those who had all the ties 
of nature to plead lor the Nabob’s forbearance, and reduced 
them to a state of dependency and degradation. 

Now, supposing these two villanous plans, neither of 
which your lordships can bear to hear the sound of, to stand 
equal in point of morality, let us see how they stand in point 
of calculation. The unexceptionable part of the £285,000 
amounted to £260,000 a year; whereas, supposing every 
part of the new grants had been made to the most unworthy 
persons, it only amounted to £25,000 a year. Therefore by 
his own account, given to you and to the Company, upon this 
occasion, he has confiscated £260,000 a year, the property of 
innocent, if not of meritorious individuals, in order to punish 
by confiscation those who had £25,000 a year only. This 
is the account he gives you himself of his honour, his justice, 
and his policy in these proceedings. 

But, my lords, he shall not escape so. It is in your mi- 
nutes, that so far was the Nabob from wishing to save the new 
eicepitionablo grants, that at the time of the forced loan I 
have mentioned, and also when the resumption was proposed, 
he was perfectly willing to give up every one of them, and 
desired only that his mother, his uncles, and his relations, 
with other individuals, the prime of the Mahomedan nobility 
of that country, should be spared. Is it not enough that this 
poor Nabob, this wretched prince, is made a slave to the man 
now stending at your bar ; that he is made by him a shame 
and alcandal to his family, his race, and his country ; but he 
must be cruelly aspersed, and have faults and crimes attri- 
buted to him that cio not belong to him ? I know nothing of 
his private character and conduct ; Mr. Hastings, who deals 
in scandalous anecdotes, knows them. But I take it upon 
the face of Mr. Purling’s assertion, and I say that the Nabob 
would have consented to an arbitrary taxation of the jaghires, 
and would have given up to absolute confiscation every man, 
exorot those honourable persons 1 have mentioned. 

Tl^ prisoner himself has called Mr. Wombwell to prove 



%m 


IH TH^ IMPEACHMEKT OW 

tlie names of those infaihous persons, with a partiality for 
whom Mr. HiistingB has aspersed the Nabob, in order to lay 
the grpihd for the destruction of his family. They amount 
to only six in number ; and when we come to examine these 
six, we find that their jaghires were perfectly contemptible. 
The list of the other jaAirdars your lordships see fills up 
pages ; and the amount of their incomes I have already stated. 
Your lordships now see how inconsiderable, both in number 
and amount, were the culpable jaghires, in the destruction of 
which he has involved the greater number and the meritori- 
ous. You see that the Nabob never did propose any ex- 
emption of the former at any time ; that this was a slander 
and a calumny on that unhappy man, in order to defend the 
violent acts of the prisoner ; who has recourse to slander 
and calumny as a proper way to defend violence, outrage, 
and wrongs. 

We have now gone through the first stage of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s confiscation of the estates of these unhappy people. 
When it came to bo put in execution, My. Middleton finds 
the Nabob reluctant, in the greatest degree, to make this sa- 
crifice of his family and of all his nobility. It touched him 
in every way in which shame and sympathy can afiect a man. 
He fails at the feet of Mr. Middleton ; be says, I signed the 
treaty of Chunar upon an assurance that it was never meant 
to be put in force, Mr. Middleton nevertheless proceeds ; 
he sends the family ofrthe Nabob out of the country ; but 
he entertains fears of a general revolt as the consequence of 
this tyrannical act, and refers the case back to Mr. Hastings, 
who insists upon its being executed in its utmost extent. 
The Nabob again remonstrates in the strongest manner ; he 
begs, he prays, he dissembles, he delays. One day pre- 
tends to be willing to submit, the next he hangs baX, just 
as the violence of Mr. Hastings or his own natural feelings 
and principles of justice dragged him one way or dragged 
him another. Mr. MiddWton, trembling and under the awe 
of that dreadfid respomlbllify under which your lordships 
may remember Mr. Hastings had expressly laid him upon 
that occasion, ventures at once to usurp the Nabob’s govern- 
ment. He dsurped it openly and avowedly. He declared 
that he himself would issue his perwannahs as governor of 
the country, for the purpose of executing this abominable 
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©onfiscation. He assumed, I b&j, lb hiinsetf tlib government 
of the country, and Mr. Hustings had armed him with a 
strong military force for that purpose ; he declared W would 
order those troops to march for his support ; he at last got 
this reluctant, struggling Nabob to consent in the manner 
we have described. 

T shall now read to your lordships Mr. Middleton’s letters, 
that you may hear these men with their own mouths describ- 
ing their own acts ; and that your lordships may then judge 
whether the highest tone and language of crimination comes 
up to their own description of their own proceedings. 

“ Lucknow, the Gth of Dc(^, 1781. 

“ Finding the Nabob wavering in his determination about 
the resumption of the jaghires, I this day, in presence of 
and with the minister’s concurrence, ordered the necessary^ 
pcrwannahs to be written to the several aumils for that pur- 
pose, and it was my firm resolution to have despatched them 
this evening, with proper people to see them punctually and 
implicitly carried into execution ; but before they were all 
transcribed, I received a message from the Nabob, who had 
been informed by tlie minister of the resolution I had taken, 
entreating that 1 would withhold the perwannahs till to-mor- 
row morning, when ho would attend me, and afford me satis- 
faction on this point. As the loss of a few^ hours in the 
despatch of the perw^annahs appeared of little moment, and as 
it is possible the Nabob, seeing that the business will at all 
events be done, may make it an act of his own, I have con- 
sented to indulge him in his request ; but be the result of our 
interview whatever it may, nothing shall prevent the orders 
being ^issued to-morrow, either by him or myself, with the 
concurrence of the ministers. Tour pleasure respecting the 
Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah ; and the measure hereto- 
fore proposed will soon follow the resumption of the jaghires j 
from both, or indeed from the former alone, I have no doubt 
of the complete liquidation of the Company’s balance.” 


“Mr DEAB Sib, 


Lucknow, the 7th Dec., 1781. 


** I bad the honour to address you yesterday, informing 
joa of the steps I had taken in regard to the resumption of 
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the jftghires. This moiling the Vizier came to me, according 
to bia agreement, but seemingly without any intention or de- 
sire to yield me satisfaction on the subject under discussion ; 
for aftCT a great deal of conversation, consisting on his part 
of trifling evasion and puerile excuses for withholding his as- 
sent to the measure, though at the same time professing the 
most implicit submission to your wishes, I found myself with- 
out any other resource than the one of employing that ex- 
clusive authority with which I consider your instructions to 
vest me ; I therefore declared to the Nabob, in presence 
of the minister and Mr. Johnson, who I desired might bear 
witness of the conversation, that I constructed his rejection 
of the measure purposed as a breach of his solemn promise 
to you, and an unwillingness to yield that assistance which 
was evidently in his power towards liquidating his heavy ac- 
cumulated debt to the Company, and that I must in conse- 
quence determine, in my own justification, to issue immedi- 
ately the perwannahs, which had only been withheld in the 
sanguine hope that he would be prevailed upon to make that 
his own act, wliich nothing but the most urgent necessity 
could force me to make mine. He left me without any reply, 
but afterwards sent for his minister, and authorized him to 
give me hopes that my requisition would be complied with, 
on which I expressed my satisfaction ; but declared that I 
could admit oi no further delays, and unless I received his 
excellency’s formal acquiescence before the evening, I should 
then most assuredly issue my perwannahs, which I have ac- 
cordingly done, not liaving had any assurances from his ex- 
cellency that could justify a further suspension. I shall, as 
soon as possible, inform you of the effect of the perwannahs, 
which, in many parts, 1 am apprehensive it will to found ne- 
cessary to enforce with military aid ; I am not, however, en- 
tirely without hopes that the Nabob, vrhen he sees the in- 
efficacy of further opposition, may alter his conduct, and 
prevent the confusion and disagrroahle consequences which 
would be too likely to result from the prosecution of a mea- 
sure of such importance without his concurrence ; his excel- 
lency talks of going to Fyzabad for the purpose heretofore 
menticued, in tnree or four days. I wish he may be serioua 
in this inJtjition, and you may rest assured 1 shall spare no 
pains to k^p him to it.” 
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** Lucknow, 28th DecemhaT; 1781. 

“ If your new demand is to be insisted upon, which your 
letter seems to pcrtend, I must be^ your precise orders upon 
it, as from the difficulties I have within these few days expe- 
rienced, in carrying Ihe points you had enjoined with the 
Nabob, I have the best grounds for believing that he would 
consider it a direct breach of the late agreement, and totally 
reject the proposal as such ; and I must own to you, that in 
his present fermented state of mind, I could expect nothing 
less than despair, and a declared rupture. 

“ He has by no means been yet able to furnish me with 
means of paying off the arrears due to the temporary brigade, 
to the stipulated term of its continuance in his service ; the 
funds necessary for paying off and discharging his own mili- 
tary establishment, under British officers, and his pension 
list, have been raised, on the private credit of Mr. Johnson 
and myself, from the shroffs of this place, to whom we are at 
this moment pledged for many lacks of rupees ; and without 
such aid, wdiich I freely and at all hazards yielded, because I 
^conceived it was your anxious desire to relieve the Nabob as 
soon as possible of this heavy burden, the establishment 
must have been at his charge to this time, and probably for 
months to come, while his resources were strained to the ut- 
most to furnish jaidads for its maintenance to this period. I 
therefore hesitate not to declare it utterly impossible for him, 
under any circumstances whatever, to provide funds for the 
payment of the troops you now propose to send him. 

“ The wresting Furruckabad, Kyrague, and Fyzula Cawn’s 
country from his government (for in that light, my dear sir, 
1 can ^kithfully assure you, be views the measures adopted in 
respect to those countries), together with the resumption of 
all the jaghires, so much against his inclination, have already 
brought the Nabob to a persuasion that nothing less than his 
destruction, or the annihilation of every shadow of his power, 
is meant ; and all my labours to convince him to the contrary 
have proved abortive. A settled melancholy has seized him, 
and his health is reduced beyond conception ; and 1 do most 
humbly believe, that the march of four regiments of sepoys 
towards Lucknow, under whatever circumstances it might be 
represented, would be considered by him as a force ultimately 
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%o I)© used in securing his person. In short, my dear sip, 
it is a matter of such immediate moment, and involving, ap- 
parentif , such very serious and important consequences, that 
1 have not only taken upon me to suspend the communica- 
tion of it to the Nabob, until I should be honoured with your 
further commands, but have also ventured to ivrite the en- 
closed letter to Colonel Morgan ; liberties which I confidently 
trust you will excuse, when you consider that I can be actu- 
ated by no other motive than a zeal for the public service ; 
and that if, after all, you determine that the measure shall be 
insisted on, it will be only the loss of six, or at most eight 
days in proposing it. But in the last event, I earnestly en- 
treat your orders may be explicit and positive, that I may 
clearly kno^v what lengths you w ould wish me to proceed 
in carrying them into execution. I again declare it is my 
firm belief, — and assure yourself, my dear Mr. Hastings, I am 
not influenced in this declaration by any considerations but 
my public duty and my personal attachment to you, — that tho 
enforcing the measure you have proposed would be productive 
of an open rupture between us and the Nabob ; nay, that the 
first necessary step towards carrying it into effect must be, 
on our part, a declaration of hostility.” 

Your lord8hi])8 have now before your eyes proofs, furnished 
by Mr. Hastings himself, from his correspondence with Mr. 
Middleton, irrefragable proofs that this Nabob, who is stated 
to have madt^ the proposition himself, was dragged to the sig- 
nature of it ; and that the troops w Inch are supposed, and 
fraudulently stated (and I wish your lordships particularly to 
observe this), to have been sent to assist him in this measure, 
wore considered by him as a body of troops sent to imprison 
him, and to free him from all the troubles and pains of go- 
veniiueiit. 

When Mr. Hastings sent the troops for the purpose, as he 
pretended, of a.s8istiiig the Nabob in the execution of a mea- 
sure which was really adopted in direct opposition to the 
wishes of that pniice, what other conclusion could be drawn 
but that they were sent to overawe, not to assist him. The 
march of alien troops into a country, upon that occasion, 
O0uld har^ no object but hostility ; they could have been 
sent with no other design but that of bringing disgrace upon 
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tbe Nabob by tnaking him the instrument of his family’^ 
ruin, and of the destruction '^f his nobility. Your lordships, 
therefore, will not wonder that this miserable man should 
have sunk into despair, and that he should have felt the 
weight of his oppression doubly aggravated by its coming 
from such a man as Mr. Hastings, and by its being enforced 
by such a man as Mr. Middleton. 

And here I must press one observation upon your lordships, 
— I do not know a greater insult that can be offered to a 
man bom to command, than to find himself made the tool 
of a set of obscure men come from an unknown country, 
without anything to distinguish them but an usurped power. 
Never shall I, out of compliment to any persons, because 
they lisppen to be my own countrymen, disguise my feelings 
or renounce the dictates of nature and of humanity. If we 
send out obscure people, unknowing and unknown, to exer- 
cise such acts us these, I must say it is a bitter aggravation 
of the victim’s suffering. Oppression and robbery are at all 
times evils, but they are more bearable when exercised by 
persons whom we have been habituated to regard wdth awe, 
and to whom mankind for ages have been accustomed to bow. 

Now, does the history of tyranny furnish — does the his- 
tory of popular violence deposing kings furnish anything like 
the di*eadful deposition oi this prince, and the cruel and 
abominable tyranny that has been exercised over him ? Con- 
sider too, my lords, for what obiect fill this was done. Was 
Mr. Hastings endeavouring, by nis arbitrary interference and 
the use of his superior power, to screen a people from the 
usurpation and power of a tyrant ; from any strong and vio- 
lent acts against property, against dignity, against nobility, 
against the freedom of nis people ? Nc ; you see here a 
monarch deposed in effect by persons pretending to be his 
allies ; and assigning what are pretended to be his wishes, as 
the motive for using his usurped authority in the execution 
of these acts of violence against his own family and his sub- 
jects. You see him struggling against this violent prosti- 
tution of his authority. He refuses the sanction of his name, 
which befoare he had ^ven up to Mr. Hastings to be used 
as he pleased, and onfr begs not to be made an instrument 
of wrong which his soul abhors, and which would make h|in 
in&mous throughout the world. Mr. Middleton, however, 
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mmoBM tbe sorereigiity of t%e country. I, he says, am 
Kabob of Oude : the jaghires shall be confiscated ; 1 have 
giren my orders, and they shall be supported by a force. 

I am ashamed to have so far distnisted your lordships’ hon- 
ourable and generous feeling, as to have offered you upon 
this occasion any remarks which you must have run before 
me in making. Those feelings which you have and ought 
to have, — feelings bom in the breasts of all men, and much 
more in men of your lordships’ elevated rank, — render my 
remarks unnecessary. I need not, therefore, ask what you 
feei, when a foreign resident, at a prince’s court, takes upon 
himself to force that prince to act the part of a tyrant, and, 
upon his resistance, openly and avowedly assumes the sove- 
reignty of the country. You have it in proof that Mr. Mid- 
dle^n did this. He not only put his own name to the orders 
for this horrible confiscation, but he actually proceeded to 
dispossess the jaghirdars of their lands, and to send them out 
of the country. And whom does he send in the place of 
this plundered body of nobility, to take possession of the 
country P Why the usurers of Benares. Yes, my lords, be 
immediately mortgages the whole country to the usurers of 
Benares, for the purpose of raising money upon it ; giving it 
up to those blood-suckers, dispossessed of that nobility whose 
interest, whose duty, whose melings, and whose habits made 
them the natural protectors of the people. 

My lords, we here see j body of usurers put into possession 
of all the estates of the nobility ; let us now see if this act 
was necessary, even for the avowed purposes of its agents— 
the relief of the Nabob’s financial difiiculties, aud the pav- 
ment of his debts to the Company. Mr. Middleton has told 
your lordships that tliese jaghires would pay the Company’s 
debt completely in two years. Then, would it not have been 
better to have left these estates in the hands of their owners, 
and to have oppressed them in some moderate, decent way ? 
Might they not have left the jaghirdars to raise the sums re- 
quired by some settlement with the bankers of Benares, 
in which the repayment of the money, within five or six 
vears, might have been secured, aud the jaghirdars have bad 
in the mean time something to subsist upon P O no ; these 
viotims must have nothing to live upon. They must be 
turned out. And why P Mr. Hastings command it. — Here 
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1 must conie in aid of Mr. Middleton a little ; for oae cannot 
but pity the miserable instruments that have to act under 
Mr. Hastings. I do not mean to apologize for Mr. Middleton, 
but to pity the situation of p^ons who, being servants ot 
the Company, were converted by the usurpation of this man 
into his subjects and ^lis slaves. The mina of Mr. Middleton 
revolts. You see him reluctant to proceed. The Nabob begs 
a respite. You find in the resident a willingness to comply. 
Even Mr. Middleton is placable. Mr. Hastings alone is ob* 
d urate. His resolution to rob and to destroy was not to be 
moved, and the estates of the whole Mahomedan nobility of 
a great kingdom were confiscated in a moment. Your lord- 
ships will observe that his orders to Mr. Middleton allow no 
forbearance. He writes thus to him : 

“ Sir, — My mind has been for some days suspended be- 
tween two opposite impulses ; one arising from the necessity 
of my return to Calcutta ; the other, from the apprehension 
of my presence being more necessary and more urgently wanted 
at Lucknow. Your answer to this shall decide my choice. 

“ I have waited thus long, in the hopes of hearing that 
some progress had been made in the execution of the plan 
which I concluded with the Nabob in September last. I do 
not find that any step towards it has been yet taken, though 
three months are elapsed, and little more than that period did 
apnear to me reqidsite to have accomplished the most essen- 
tial parts of it, and to have brought the whole into train. 
This tardiness, and the opposition prepared to the only de- 
cided act yet undertaken, have a bad appearance. I approve 
the Nabob’s resolutions to deprive the Begums of their ill- 
employed treasures. In both services, it must be your care 
to prevent an abuse of the powers given to those that are 
employed ^1 them. You yourself ought to be personally 
present. You must not allow any negotiation or forbearance, 
but must prosecute both services, until the Begums are at the 
entire mercy of the Nabob, their jaghires in the quiet posses- 
sion of his aumils, and their wealth in such charge as may 
secure it against private embezzlement. You will have a 
force more than sufficient to effect both these purposes. 

“ The reformation of his army, and the new settlement of 
his revenues, are also points of immediate concem,and ought to 
be immediately concluded. Has anything been done in either? 
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** I now demand and require you most solemnly to answep 
me. Are you confident in your own ability to accomplish all 
these purposes, and the other points of my instructions ? 
If you reply that you are, I will depart with a quiet and 
assured mind to the presidency, but leave you a dreadful 
responsibility if you disappoint me. If you tell me that you 
cannot rely upon your power, and the other means which 
you possess for performing these services, I will free you 
from the charge. I will proceed myself to Lucknow, and I 
will myself undertake them ; and in that case, 1 desire that 
you will immediately order bearers to be stationed, for myself 
and two other gentlemen, between Lucknow and lUababad, 
and I will set out from hence in three days after the receip*i 
of your letter. 

“ I am sorry that I am under the necessity of writing in this 
pressing manner. I trust implicitly to your integrity. I am 
certain of your attachment to myself, and 1 know that your 
capacity is equal to any service; but I must express my 
doubts of your firmness and activity, and above all of your 
recollection of my instructions, and of their importance. My 
conduct in the late arrangements will be arraigned with all 
the rancour of disappointed rapacity, and my reputation and 
influence will suffer a mortal wound from the failure of them ; 
they have already failed in a degree, since no part of them 
lias yet taken place, but the removal of our forces from the 
Douab and Rohileuiid, and of the British officers and pen- 
sioners from the service'of the Nabob, and the expenses of the 
former thrown without any compensation ou the Company. 

** I expect a supply of money equal to the discharge of all 
the Nabob’s arrears, and am much disappointed and mortified 
that I am not now able to return with it. 

‘‘Give me an immediate answer to the question which I 
have herein proposed, that I may lose no more time in fruit- 
less inaction.*’ 

About this time Mr. Hastings had received information of 
our inquiries in the House of Commons into his conduct ; 
and this is the manner in which ^he prepares to meet4hem, 
1 must get money. 1 must carry with me that great excuse 
for evei^hing, that salve for every sore, that expiation for 
every enme ; let me provide that, all is well. You, Mr. Mid- 
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dleton, try your nerves ; are you equal to tliese services ? ex- 
amine yourself ; see what is m you ; are you man enough to 
come up to it ? says the great robber to the little robber — says 
Boland the great to hia puny accomplice — are you equal to 
it ? Do you feel yourself a man ? If not, send, messengers 
and dawics to me, and I, the great master tyrant, will come 
myself, and put to shame all the paltry, delegate tools of 
despotism, that have not edge enough to cut their way 
through, and do the services I have ordained for them. 

I have already stated to your lordships his reason and mo* 
tives for this violence, and they are such as aggravated his 
crime by attempting to implicate his country in it. He says 
he was afraid to go home 'without having provided for tne 
payment of the Nabob’s debt. Afraid of what ? Was he 
afraid of coming before a British tribunal, -and saying, — 
through j ustice, through a regard for the rights of an allied 
sovereign, through a regard to the rights of his people, I have 
not got so much as I expected ? Of this no man could be 
afraid. The prisoner’s fear had another origin. I have failed, 
says he to himself, in my first project. I went to Benares to 
roD ; I have iost by my violence the fruits of that robbery ; 

• I must get the moni'y somewhere, or I dare not appear before 
a British House of Commons, a British House of Lords, 
or any other tribunal in the kingdom ; but let me get money 
enough, and they won’t care how I get it. The estates of 
wrhole bodies of nobility may be confiscated. A people who 
had lived under their protection may be given up into the 
hands of foreign usurers; they will care for none of these things. 
They will suffer me to do all this, and to employ in it the 
force of British troOps, whom I have described as a set of 
robbers, provided I can get money. These were Mr. Hast- 
ings’s views ; and in accordance with them, the iaghires were 
all confiscated, the jaghirdars with their families were all 
turned out, the possessions delivered up to the usurer, in 
order that Mr. Hastings might have the excuse of money to 
plead at the bar of the House of Commons, and afterwards 
at the bar of the House of Lords. If your lordships, in 
your sacred character of .the first tribunal in the wqrld, 
should, by your judgment, justify those proceedings, you 
will sanction the greatest wrongs that have been evei* know n 
in history. 

VOU VIII. 
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< But to proceed. The next thing to be asked is, Were the 
promised pensions given to the ja^irdars ? I suppose youp 
lordships are not idle enough to put that question to us. — No 
compensation, no consideration was given or stipulated for 
them. If there had been any such thing, the prisoner could 
have proved it. He would have proved it. The means were 
easy to him ; but we have saved him the trouble of the at- 
tempt. We have proved the contrary, and, if called upon, we 
will show you the place where this is proved. 

I have now shown your lordships how Mr. Hastings, having 
with such violent and atrocious circumstances usurped the 
government of Oude (I hope I need not use any further 
proof that the Nabob was in effect non-existent in the coun- 
try), treated all the landed property ; the next question will 
be. How has he treated whatever monied property was left 
in the country ? IVly lords, he looked over that immense 
waste of his own creating, not as Satan viewed the kingdoms 
of the world and saw the power and glory of them ; but he 
looked over the waste of Oude, with a diabolical malice 
which one could hardly suppose existed iu the prototype him- 
self, Ho saw nowhere above ground one single shilling 
that he could attach ; no, not one ; every place had been 
ravaged ; no money remained in sight ; but possibly some 
might be buried in vaults, hid from the gripe of tyranny and 
rapacity. It must bo so, says he; where can I find it? how 
can I get at it ? There is one illustrious family that is 
thought to have accumulated a vast body of treasures through 
a cour.He of throe or four successive reigns. It does not ap- 
pear openly ; but we have good information that very great 
sums of money are bricked up and kept in vaults under 
ground, and securtMl under the guard and within the walls of 
a fortress, the residence of the females of the family,-— a 
guard, as your lordships know, rendered doubly and trebly 
secure by the manners of the country, which make every- 
thing that is in the hands of women sacred. It is said that 
nothing is proof against gohl ; that the strongest tower will 
not be impregnable if Jupitc^r makes love in a golden shop'or. 
This Jupiter commences making love, but he does not Cibiiie 
to the Jadies with gold for their persons, he comes to thw 
persons for their gold. This impetuous lover, Mr. Hastiiigs^ 
who is not to be stayed from the objects of his passion^ 
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would annihilate space and time between him and his beloved 
object, the jaghires of these ladies. 

Your lordships have already had a peep behind the curtain, 
in the first orders sent to Mr. Middleton. In the treaty of 
Chunar you see a d<^sire, obliquely expressed, to get the 
landed estates of all these great families. But even while 
he was meeting with such reluctance in the Nabob upon this 
point, and though he also met with some resistance upon the 
part even of Mr. Middleton, Mr. Hastings appears to have 
given him in charge some other still more obnoxious and 
dreadful acts. “ While I was meditating,” says Mr. Middle- 
ton in one of his letters upon this [the resumption of the 
jaghires], “your orders came to me through Sir Elijah Impey.” 
\v hat these orders were is left obscure in the letter : it is 
yet but as in a mist or cloud. But it is evident that Sir 
Elijah Impey did convey to him some project for getting at 
more wealth by some other service, which was not to super- 
sede the first, but to be concurrent with that upon which Mr. 
Hastings had before given him such dreadful charges, and 
had loaded him with such horrible responsibility. It could 
hot have been anything but the seizure of the Begum’s trea- 
sures. He tlius goaded on two reluctant victims, first the 
reluctant Nabob, then the reluctant Mr. Middleton, forcing 
them with the bayonet behind them, and urging on the 
former, as at last appears, to violate the sanctity of his mo- 
ther’s house. 

Your lordships have been already told by one of my able 
fellow-managers, that Sir Elijah Impey is the person who 
carried up the message alluded to in Mr. Middleton’s letter ; 
we have charged it as an aggravation of the offences of the 
prisoner at your bar, that the chief justice, who by the sacred 
nature of his office, and by the express provisions of the act 
of parliament, under which he was sent out to India to redress 
the wrongs of the natives, should be made an instrument for 
destroying the property, real and personal, of this people. 
When it first came to our knowledge that all this private 
intrigue for the destruction of these nigh women was carried 
on through the intrigue of a chief justice, we felt such.shame 
and such horror both for the instrument and the principal, as 

N 2 
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i think it impossible to describe, or for anything but complete 
and perfect silence to express. 

But by Sir Elijah Impey was that order carried up to seize 
and confiscate the treasures of the Begums. We know that 
neither the Company nor the Nabob had any claim whatever 
upon these treasures. On the contrary, we know that two 
treaties had been made for the protection of them. We know 
that the Nabob, while he was contesting about some elephants 
and carriages, and some other things that he said were in 
the hands of their steward, did allow that the treasures in 
the custody of his grandmother and of his mother’s principal 
servants, were their property. This is the Nabob who is now 
represented by Mr. Hastings and his counsel to have become 
the instrument of destroying his mother and grandmother, 
and everything else that ought to be dear to mankind 
throughout the whole train of his family. 

Mr. Hastings, having resolved to seize upon the treasures 
of the begums, is at a loss for some pretence of justifying the 
act. His first justification of it is on grounds which all 
tyrants have ready at their hands. He begins to discover a 
legal title to that of which he wished to be the possessor,; 
and on this title sets up a claim to these treasures. I say 
Mr. Hastings set up this claim, because by this time I sup- 
pose your lordships will not bear to hear the Nabob’s name 
on such an occasion. The prisoner pretended that by the 
Mahomedan law thesd goods did belong to the Nabob ; but 
whether they did or did not, he had himself been an active 
instrument in the treaty for securing their possession to the 
Begums ; a security w hich he attempts to unlock by his con- 
structions of the Mahomedan law. Having set up this title, 
the guarantee still remained, and how is he to get rid of that P 
In his usual way. You have rebelled; you have taken up 
arms against your own son (for that is the pretext), and 
therefore my guarantee is gone, and your goods, whether you 
have a title to them or not, are to be confiscated for your re- 
bellion ; this is his second expedient by way of justincation. 

Your lordships wdll observe the strange situauon in v^hich 
w'e are here placed. If the fact of the rebellion can be proved, 
the discussion of the title to the property in question wdl be 
totally useless ; for if the ladies had actually taken up arms 
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to cut the Nabob’s throat, it would require no person to 
come from the^ead to prove to us that the Nabob, but not 
Mr. Hastings, had a right for his own security and for his 
own indemnmcat’on to take those treasures, which, whether 
they belonged to him or not, were employed in hostilities 
against him. The law of self-defence is above every other 
law ; and if any persons draw the sword against you, violence 
on your part is justified, and you may use your sword to take 
from them that property by which they have been enabled 
to draw their sword against you. 

But the prisoner’s counsel do not trust to this justifica- 
tion they set up a title of right to these treasures ; but 
how entirely they nave failed in their attempts to substantiate 
either the one or the other of these his alleged justifications, 
your lordships will now judge. And first with regard to the 
title ; the treasure, they say, belonged to the state. The 
grandmother and mother have robbed the son, and kept him 
out of his rightful inheritance. They then produce the 
Hedaia to show you what proportion of the gooas of a Mus- 
sulman, when he dies goes to his family, and here certainly 
there is a question of law to be tried ; but Mr. Hastings is a 
•great eccentric genius, and has a course of proceeding of his 
own ; he first seizes upon the property, and then produces 
some Mahomedan WTiters to prove that it did not belong to 
the persona who were in possession of it. You would natur- 
ally expect that when he was going to seize upon those 
goods, he would have consulted his chief justice, for as Sir 
Elijah Impey went with him, he might have consulted him ; 
ana have thus learnt what was the Mahomedan law. For 
though Sir Elijah had not taken his degree at a Mahomedan 
college, though he was not a mufti or a molavie, yet he had 
always muftis and molavies near him, and he might have 
consulted them. But Mr. Hastings does not even pretend 
that such consultations or conferences were ever had. If he 
ever consulted Sir Elijah Impey, where is the report of the 
case, when were the parties before him ? Where are the 
opinions of the molavies ? Where is the judgment of the 
chief justice ? Was he fit for nothing but to be employed 
as a messenger, as a common tipstaff? Was he not fit to try 
these rights, or to decide upon them ? He has told you here 
indeed negatively, that he aid not know any title mr. Hast- 
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ings had to seize upon the property of the Begums, except 
upon his hypothesis of the rebellion. He ^s asked, if he 
knew any other. He answered no. It consequently appears, 
that Mr. Hastings, though he had before him his doctors of 
all laws, who could unravel for him aU the enigmas of all 
the laws in the world, and who had himself shone upon 
questions of Mahomed an law, in the’ case of the Nudea 
Begum ; did not dare to put this case to Sir Elijah Impey, 
and ask what was his opinion concerning the rights of these 
people ; he was tender, 1 suppose, of the reputation of the 
chief justice. For Sir Elijah Impey, though a very good 
man to write a letter, or take an affidavit in a corner, or run 
on a message, to do the business of an under-sheriff, tipstaff, 
or bum-bailiff, was not fit to give an opinion on a question of 
Mahomedan law. 

You have heard Ali Ibrahim Kh^ referred to ; this 
Mahomedan lawyer was carried by Mr. Hastings up to Be- 
nares, to be a witness of the vast good he had done in that 
province, and was made chief justice there. All, indeed, that 
we know of him, except the high character given of iim by 
Mr. Hastings, is, I believe, that he is the Ali Ibrahim Kh&n 
whom in the Company’s records 1 find mentioned as a person 
giving bribes upon some former occasion to Mr. Hastings; 
but whatever he was besides, he was a doctor of the Mahomed- 
an law, he was a inut'ti, and was made by Mr. Hastings the 
principal judge in a cryninal court, exercising (as I believe) 
likewise a considerable civil jurisdiction, and therefore he 
was qualified as a lawyer ; and Mr. Hastings cannot object 
to his qualifications either of integrity or of knowleoge. 
This man was with him. Why did not he consult him upon 
this law ? Why did he not make him out a case of John 
Doe and Kichard lioe, of John 8tokes and John a Hokes? 
Why not say Sinub possesses such things, under such and 
such circumstances, give me your opinion upon the legality 
of the possession. Ho ; he did no such thing. 

Your lordships, I am sure, will think it a little extraordi- 
nary, that neither this chief justice made by himself, nor thait 
other chief justice whom he led about with him in a string ; 
the one an English chief justice, with a Mahomedan suiUl 
in his court ; the other a Mahomedan chief justice of the 
country ; that neither of them was consulted as lawyers by 
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the prisoner. Both of them were indeed otherwise employed 
by him. Tor we find AH Ibrahim Kh^in employed in the 
same subservient capacity in which Sir Elijah Impey was ; 
in order, I. suppose, to keep the law of England and the law 
of Mahomet upon a just par ; for upon this equality Mr. 
Hastings always values himself. Neither of these two chief 
justices, I say, was ever consulted, nor one opinion taken ; 
but they were both employed in the correspondence and 
private execution of this abominable project, when the pri- 
soner himself had not either leisure or perhaps courage to 
give his public order in it till things got to greater ripeness. 

To Sir Elijah Impey, indeed, jie did ])ut a question; and, 
upon my word, it did not require an Oedipus or a Sphinx to 
answer it. Says he, I asked Sir Elijah Impey — What? a 
question on the title between the Nabob and his mother ? 
No such thing. He puts an hypothetical question. Sup- 
posing, says he, a rebellion to exist in that country ; will the 
Nabob be justified in seizing the goods of the rebels ? That 
is a (question decided in a moment ; and I must have a malice 
to Sir Elijah Impey, of which I am incapable, to deny the 
propriety of his answer. But observe, I pray you, my lords, 
* there is something peculiarly good and correct in it ; he does 
not take upon him to say one word of the actual existence of 
a rebellion, thougli he was at the time in the country, and if 
there had been any, he must have been a witness to it ; but 
BO chaste was his character as a judge, tlmt he would not 
touch upon the juries’ office. I am chief justice here, says 
he, though a little wandering out of my orbit ; yet still tne 
sacred office of justice is in me. Do you take upon you the 
fact; I find the law. Were it not for this sacred attention 
to separate jurisdictions, he might have been a tolerable judge 
of the fact. Just as good a judge as Mr. Hastings; for 
neither of them knew it any other way, as it appears after- 
wards, but by rumour and reports; — reports, 1 believe, of 
Mr. Hastings’s own raising ; for I do not know that 8ir Elijah 
Imj^y had anything to do with them. 

But to proceed. With regard to tho title of these ladies, 
according to the Mahomedan law ; — you have nothing laid 
before you bj the prisoner’s counsel, but a quotation cut out 
with the scissors from a Mahomedan law book (which I 
•aspect very much the learned gentlemen have never reed 
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tbrougb), declaring how a Mahomedan’s effects are to be di«- 
tributed. But Mr. Hastings could not, at the time, have 
consulted that learned counsel who now defends him upon 
the principles of the Hedaia, the Hedaia not having been 
then published in English ; and I will venture to say, that 
neither Sir Elijah Impey, nor Ali Ibrahim KhS.n, nor any 
other person, high or low, in India, ever suggested this de- 
fence ; and that it was never thought of, till lately found by 
the learned counsel in the English translation of the Hedaia. 
Qod bless me ! now says Mr. Hastings. What ignorance 
have I been in all this time 1 I thought I was seizing this 
unjustly, and that the pretence of rebellion was necessary ; 
but my counsel have found out a book, since published, and 
from it they produce the law upon that subject, and show 
that the Nabob had a right to seize upon the treasures of 
his mother. But are your lordships so ignorant — your lord- 
ships are not ignorant of anything, — are any men so ignorant 
as not to know, that in every country the connnon law of 
distribution of the estate of an intestate amongst private in- 
dividuals is no rule with regard to the family arrangements 
of great princes. Is any one ignorant, that, from tlie days . 
of the first origin of the rersian monarchy, the law s of which 
have become rules ever since for almost all the monarchs of 
the East, the wives of great men have had, independent of 
the common distribution of their g^ods, great sums of money 
and great estates in lalid, one for their girdle, one for their 
veil, and so on, going through the rest of their ornaments 
and attire ; and that they held gn'at estates and other efiects, 
over which the reigning mouan’h or his successor had no 
control whatever. Indeed, my lords, a more curious and 
extraordinary 8[)ecies of trial than this of a question of right 
never was heard of since the world began. Mr. Hastings 
begins with seizing the goods of the Begums at Ejzabad, 
nine thousand miles from you, and fourft*en years after tries 
the title in an English court, without having one person to 
appear for these miserable ladies. I trust you will not suffer 
this mockery. I hope this last and ultimate shame will he 
spared us ; for, 1 declare to God, that the defence and the 
principles of it apiiear to me ten thousand times worse than 
the act itself. 

Now, my lords, this criminal, through his counsel^ dioooea 
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with their usual fiippancy to say, that the Commons have * 
been mutious in statmg this part of the charge, k^piowing that 
they were on tender ground, and therefore did not venture 
to say entitled^ but possessed ofv only. A notable discovery 
indeed ! We are as far from being taken in by such miser- 
able distinctions as wr are incapable of making them. We 
certainly have not said that'the begums were entitled to, but 
only that they were possessed of, certain property. And we 
have so said because w^e were not competent to decide upon 
their title ; because your lordships are not competent to de- 
cide upon their title ; because no part of this tribunal is 
competent to decide upon their title. You have not the 
parties before you ; you have not the cause before you, but 
are getting it by oblique, improper, and indecent means. You 
are not a court of justice to try that question. The parties 
are at a distance from you. They are neither present them- 
selves, nor represented by any counsel, advocate, or attorney : 
and I hope no House of Lords will ever judge and decide 
upon the title of any human being, much less upon the title 
01 the first women in Asia, sequestered, shut up from you, at 
jiine thousand miles distance. 

I believe, my lords, that the Emperor of Hindostan little 
thought, while Delhi stood, that an English subject of Mr, 
Hastings’s description should domineer over the v izier of his 
empire, and give the law to the first persons in his dominions. 
He as little dreamed of it as any of your lordships now 
dream that you shall have your proper,ty seized by a dele- 
gate from Lucknow, and have it tried by what tenure a peer 
or peei’ess of Great Britain hold, the one his estate, and the 
other her jointure, dower, or her share of goods, her para- 
phernalia, in any court of adawlet in Hindostan. If any such 
thing should hapnen, — for we know not what may happen ; 
we live in an age o\ strange revolutions, and I doubt whether 
any more strange than this, — the Commons of Great Britain 
would shed their best blood, sooner than suffer that a tribu- 
nal at Lucknow should decide upon any of your titles, for 
the purpose of justifying a robber that has taken your pro- 
lierty. We should do the best we could, if such a strange 
circumstance occurred. 

The House of Commons, who are virtually the representa- 
tivea of Lucknow, and who lately took £600,000 of tlu^ir 
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will not suffer the natives first to be robbed of tbeip 
properly, and then the titles, which, by the laws of their own 
countrjr, they have to the goods they possess, to be tried by 
any tribunal in Qreat Britain. Why was it not tried in 
India before Mr. Hastings? One would suppose that an 
English governor, if called to decide upon such a claim of 
the Nabob’s, would doubtless be attended by judges, muftis, 
lawyers, and all the apparatus of legal justice.— No such 
thing : this man marches into the country, not with molavies, 
not with muftis, not with the solemn apparatus of Oriental 
justice : — no ; he goes with colonels, and captains, and majors ; 
these are his lawyers ; and when he gets there, he demands 
from the parties, not their title. — No : Give me your money, 
is his cry. It is a shame (and I will venture to say that 
these gentlemen, upon recollection, will feel ashamed) to see 
the bar justify what the sword is ashamed of. In reading 
this correspondence, I have found these great muftis and 
lawyers, these great chief justices, attomies-general, and so- 
licitors-gcneral, called colonels and captains, ashamed of these 
proceedings, and endeavouring to mitigate their cruelty ; yet 
we see British lawyers in a British tribunal supporting and 
justifying these acts, on the plea of defective titles. 

The learned counsel asks, with an air of triumph, whether 
these ladies possessed these treasures by jointure, dower, will, 
or settlement. What was the title ? Was it a deed of gift 
— was it a devise — was^it donatio causa mortia — was it dower 
— was it jointure — what was it? To all which senseless 
and absurd qucstiotls we answer, You asked none of these 
questions of the parties, when you ^laranteed to them, by a 
solemn treaty, the possession of their goods. Then was the 
time to have asked these questions : but you asked none of 
them. You supposed their right, and you guaranteed it, 
though you might then have asked what was their right. 
But besides the force and virtue of the guarantee, these un- 
happy princesses had ransomed themselves from any claim 
upon their property. They paid a sum of money, applied to 
younuse, for that guarantee. They had a treble tnle — ^ 
possession, by guarantee, by purchase. 

Again ; did you ask these questions when you went to rob 
them of their landed estates, their money, their ornaments, 
and even their wearing apparel ? When you sent those great 
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lawyers, major — ^major — and the other majors, and colonelsy 
and captains, did you call on them to exhibit their title 
deeds? No — ^with a pistol at their breast, you demanded 
their money. Instead of forging a charge of rebellion against 
these unhappy persons, why did you not then call on them 
for their vouchers ? No rebellion was necessary to give va- 
lidity to a civil claim. W]?at you could get by an ordinary 
judgment did not want confiscation called to its aid. When 
you had their eunuchs, their ministers, their treasurers, their 
agents, and attornies in irons, did you then ask any of these 
questions ? No — Discover the money you have in trust, or 
you go to corporal pimishment — you go to the castle of Chu- 
nar — here is another pair of irons ; — this was the only lan- 
guage used. 

When the court of directors, alarmed at the proceedings 
against these ancient ladies, ordered their Indian government 
to make an inquiry into their conduct, the prisoner had then 
an opportunity and a duty imposed upon him of entering 
into a complete justification of his conduct ; he might Jiave 
justified it by every civil and by every criminal mode of pro- 
cess. Did he do tins ? No — Your lordships have in evidence 
•the manner, equally despotic, rebellious^ insolent, fraudulent, 
tricking, and evasiN e, by which he positively refused all in- 
quiry into the matter. How stands it now, more than twelve 
years after the seizure of their goods — at ten thousand miles 
distance ? You ask of these women, buried in the depths of 
Asia, secluded from human commerce, what is their title to 
their estate. Have you the parties before you ? have you 
summoned them ? where is their attorney ? where is their 
agent ? where is their counsel ? Is this law ? Is this a legal 
process ? Is this a tribunal — the highest tribunal of all — that 
which is to furnish the example for, and to be a control on 
all the rest ? But what is worse, you do not come directly to 
the trial of this right to property. You are desired to sur- 
round and circumvent it ; you are desired obliquely to steal 
an iniquitous judgment, which you dare not boldly ravish. 
At this judgment you can only arrive by a side wind. You 
have before you a criminal process against an offender; 
one of the charges against him is, that he has robbed matrons 
of high and reverend place. His defence is that they had 
not the apt deeds to entitle them in law to this property. Im 
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liiis cause, with only the delinquent party before you, you 
are called upon to try their title on his allegations of its in- 
validity, ana by acquitting him to divest them not only of 
their goods but of their honour; to call them disseizors, 
wrong-doers, cheats, defrauders of their own son. No hear- 
ing for them, no pleading, all appeal cut off. Was ever a 
man indicted for a robbery, that for the forcible taking of 
the goods possessed by another, suffered to desire the pro- 
secutor to Alow the deeds or other instruments by which he 
acquired those goods ? The idea is contemptible and ridicu- 
lous. Do these men dream ? Do they conceive in their con- 
fused imaginations that you can be here trying such a ques- 
tion, and venturing to decide upon it ? Your lordships will 
never do that \vhich if you did do you would be unfit ‘to 
subsist as a tribunal for a single hour ; and if w’^e on our part 
did not bring before you this attempt as the heaviest aggra- 
vation of the prisoner’s crimes, we should betray our trust 
as representatives of the Commons of Great Britain. Having 
made this protest in favour of law, of justice, and good policy, 
permit me to take a single step more. 

I will now show your lordships that it is very possible, nay 
very probable, and almost certain, that a great part of what 
these ladies possessed was a saving of their own, and inde- 
pendent of any grant. It appears in the papers before you 
that these unfortunate ladies had about £70,0(X) a year land- 
ed property. Mr. Bristow states in evidence before your 
loraships that their annual expenses did not exceed a lack 
and a naif, and that their income was about seven lacks ; 
that they had possessed this for twenty years before the 
death of Sujah Dowlah, and from the death of that prince to 
the day of the robbery. Now, if your lordships will calcu- 
late what the savings from an income of £70,000 a year will 
amoimt to, when the party spends about £15,000 a year, 
you will see that by a regular and strict economy these people 
may have saved considerable property of their own, inde- 
pendent of their titles to any other property ; and this is a 
rational way of accounting for their being extremely rich. 
It may be supposed, likewise, that they had all those advan- 
tages which ladies of high rank usually have in that country ; 
ffi§» at marriage, <&c. We know that there are deeds of gift 
by husbands to their wives during their lifetime, and many 
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other hg&i means b/ wjaicb women in Asia become possessed 
of very great property ; but Mr. Hastings has taught them 
the danger of much wealth, and the danger of economy. He 
has shown them that they are saving, not for their families, 
for those who may possibly stand in the utmost need of it, 
but for tyrants, robbers, and oppressors. 

My lords, I am really ashamed to have said so much upon 
the subject of their titles. And yet there is one observation 
more to be made, and then I shall have done with this part of 
the prisoner’s defence. It is that the Nabob himseli never 
has made a claim on this ground ; even Mr. Hastings, hifi 
despotic master, could never get him regularly and system- 
atically to make such a claim ; the very reverse of this is the 
truth ; w hen urged on to the commission of these acts of 
violence by Mr. Middleton, you have seen with what horror 
and how reluctantly he lends his name, and when he does so 
ho is dragged like a victim to the stake. At the beginning 
of this affair, wdiere do we find that he entered this claim 
as the foundation of it? Upon one occasion only, when 
dragg(^d to join in this wicked act, something dropped from 
his lips which seemed rather to have been forced into bis 
*mouth, and which he w as obliged to spit out again, about 
the possibility that he might have had some right to the ef- 
fects of the Eegun^s. 

We next come to consider the manner in which these acts 
of violence were executed. They fcwced the Nabob himself 
to accompany their troops and their resident, Mr. Middleton, 
to attack the city and to storm the fort in which these ladies 
lived, and consequently to outrage their persons, to insult 
their character, and to degrade their dignity, as well as to 
rob them of all they had. 

That your lordships may learn something of one of these 
ladies called the Munny Begum, I will refer you to Major 
Brown’s evidence ; a man who was at Delhi, the fountain- 
head of all the nobility of India, and must have known w^ho 
this lady was that has been treated with such indigniW by 
the prisoner at your bar. Major Brown was asked, What 
was the opinion at Delhi respecting the rank, quality, and 
character of the princesses of Oude or of either of them ? 
The elder, or Munny Begum, was, says he, a woman of high 
noik ; she was, 1 believe, the daughter of Saadit All KMq, a 
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jMnraoti of high rank in the time of Mahomed Shah. — ^Do 
you know whether any woman in all Hindoetan was consi- 
dered of supf rior rank or birth ? he answers, I believe not, 
except those of the royal family. She was a near relation to 
Mirza Shulfee Khkn, who was a noble of nobles, the first 
person at that day in the empire. In answer to another ques- 
tion put by a noble lord, in the same examination, respecting 
the conversation which he had with Mirza Shufiee Khdn, 
and of which he had given an account, he says, he (Mirza 
Shuffee Kh^) spoke of the attempt to seize the treasures of 
the Begums, which was then suspected, in terms of resent- 
ment and as a disgrace in which he participated, as being 
related by blood to the house of Suffder Jung, who was the 
husband of the old Begum. He says afterwards, in the same 
examination, that he, the Begum’s husband, was the second 
man, and that her father was the first man, in the Mogul 
empire. Now the Mogul empire, when this woman came 
into the world, was an empire of that dignity that kings 
were its subjects ; and this very Mirza Shufiee Khlln that 
we speak of, her near relation, was then a prince with a 
million a year revenue, and a man of the first rank, after,, 
the G^reat Mogul, in the whole empire. 

My lords, these were people that ought to have been treat- 
ed with a little decorum. When we consider the high rank 
of their husbands, their fathers, and their children — a rank 
BO high that we have nothing in Great Britain to compare 
with theirs — we cannot be surprised that they were left in 
possession of great revenues, great landed estates, and gr^t 
monied property. All the female parts of these fancies, 
whose alliance was, doubtless, much courted, could not be 
proftbred in marriage and endowed in a manner agreeably to 
the dignity of such persons, but with great sums of money ; 
and your lordships must also consider the multitude of chil- 
dren of which these families frequently consisted. The con- 
sequences of this robbery were such as might natur^y be 
expected. It is said that not one of the females of this 
has since been given in marriage. 

But all this has nothing to do with the rebellion. If tliey 
had, indeed, rebelled to cut tbeir own son’s throat, there is 
an end of the business. But what evidence have you of thiii 
faet ; and if none can be produced, does not the prisoner’s 
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defence aggravate iuduitelj Ids crime and that of his agents ? 
Did they ever once state tc these unfortunate women that 
any such rebellion existed ? Did they ever charge them with 
it r Did they ever set the charge down in writing, or make 
it verbally, that they had conspired to destroy their son, a 
son whom Mr. Hastings had brought there to rob them P ]No, 
this was what neither Mr. Hastings nor his agent ever did ; 
for as they never made a civil demand upon them, so they 
never made a criminal charge against them, or against any 
person belonging to them. 

I save your lordships the trouble of listening to the man- 
ner in W'hich they seized upon these people, and dispersed 
their guard. Mr. Middleton states that they found great dif- 
ficulties in getting at their treasures ; that they stormed their 
forts successively, but found great reluctance in the sepoys 
to make their way into the inner enclosures of the women’s 
apartments. Jieing at a loss what to do, their only resource, 
he says, was to threaten that they would seize their eunuchs. 
These are generally persons who have been bought slaves, 
and who, not having any connexions in the country where 
they are settled, are supposed to guard both the honour of 
the women and their treasures wdth more fidelity than other 
persons would do. We know that in Constantinople, and 
in many other phices, these persons enjoy offices of the 
highest trust, and are of great rank and dignity ; and this 
dignity and rank they possess for tfip purpose of enabling 
them to fulfil their great trusts more eflectually. The two 
principal eunuchs of the Begums were Jfiwar and Behar Ali 
Kh&n, persons, of as high rank and estimation as any people 
in the country. These persons, however, were seizea, not, 
says Mr. Hastings, for the purpose of extorting money, as 
assumed in the charge, but as agents and principal instru- 
ments of exciting the insurrection before alluded to, &c. Mr. 
Hastings declares that they were not seized for the purpose 
of extoi^ng money, but that they were seized in order to 
be punisheu for their crimes, ancl, eo nomine, for this crime 
of rebellion. Now this crime could not have been committed 
immediately by women themselves ; for no woman can come 
forward and head her own troops. We have not heard that 
any woman has done so since the time of Zenobia, in another 
pait of the East ; and we know that in Persia no person can 
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behold the face of a woman of rank, or speak to females 
of condition but through a curtain ; therefore they could 
not go out themselves and be active in a rebellion. But, I 
own, it would be some sort of presumption against them if 
Jewar Ali Kh^n and Behar Ali Kh^n had headed troops and 
been concerned in acts of rebellion ; and the prisoner’s coun-* 
sel have taken abundance of paii^s to show that such persona 
do sometimes head armies and command legions in the East. 
This we acknowledge that they sometimes do. If these 
eunuchs had behaved in this way, if they had headed armies 
and commanded legions, for the purposes of rebellion, it 
would have been a fair presumption that their mistresses were 
concerned in it. But instead of any proof of such facts, Mr. 
Hastings simply says, we do not arrest them for the purpose 
of extorting money, but as a punishment for their, crimes. 
By Mr. Middleton’s account you wdll see the utter falsity of 
this assertion. God knows what he has said that is true. It 
would indeed be singular not to detect him in a falsity, but 
in a truth. I will now show your lordships the utter falsity 
of this wicked allegation. 

There is a letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, 
dated Fyzabad, the 25th of January, 1782, to which I wm 
call your lordships’ attention. 

“ Dear Sir Elijah, — I have the satisfaction to inform you 
that we have at length so far obtained the great object of 
our expedition to this place, as to commence on the receipt 
of money, of which, in the course of this day, we have got 
about six lacks. I know not yet what amount we shall 
actually realize, but I think I may safely venture to pro- 
nounce it will be equal to the liquidation of the Company’s 
balance. It has been at once the most important and the 
most difficult point of duty which has ever occurred in my 
office ; and the anxiety, the hopes, and fears, which have 
alternately agitated my mind, cannot be described or con- 
ceived but by those who have been witness to wbat bas 
passed in the course of this long contest. The [Nabob’s] 
ministers have supported me nobly, and deserve much com- 
mendation. Without the shrewd discernment and knowledge 
of the finesse and tricks of the country which Hyder Beg 
Khkx possesses, I believe we should We succeWd but 
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indifferently ; for 1 soon found that no real advantage was 
to be obtained by proceeding at once to violent extremities 
with the Begum, and that she was only to be attacked 
through the medium of her confidential servants, who it re- 
quired considerable address to get hold of. However, we 
at last effected it ; and by using some few severities with 
them, we at length came at^the secret hoards of this old lady. 
I will write you more particulars hereafter. 

“ I am Sony to inform you my little boy still continues 
in a very precarious way, though somewhat better than when 
I had last the honour to address you. My respects to Lady 
Impey. And believe me, with great regard, my dear Sir 
Elijah, your faithful, obliged, and most affectionate humble 
servant, 

“Nathaniel Middleton.” 

My lords, we produce this letter to your lordships, because 
it is a letter which begins with “ l)ear Sir Elijah^^^ and 
alludes to some family matters, and is therefore more likely 
to discover the real truth, the true genius of a proceeding, 
than.all the formal and official stuff that ever was produced, 
•^ou see the tenderness and affection in which they proceed. 
You see it is his der.r Sir Elijah. You see that he aoes not 
tell the dear Sir Elijah, the chief justice of India, the pillar 
of the law, the great conservator of personal liberty and pri- 
vate property, — he does not tell him^that he has been able 
to convict these eunuchs of any crime ; he does not tell him 
he has the pleasure of informing him what matter he has got, 
upon which a decision at law niay be grounded ; he does not 
tell him that he has got the least proof of the want of title 
in those ladies ; not a word of the kind. You cannot help 
observing the soft language used in this tender billet-doux 
between Mr. Middleton and Sir Elijah Impey. You would 
imagine that they were making love, and that you heard the 
voice of the turtle in the land. You hear the soft cooing, the 
gentle addresses. Oh, my hopes to-day, my fears to-morrow, 
all the language of friendship almost heightened into love ; 
and it comes at last to “ I have got at the secret hoards of 
these ladies'^ Let us rejoice, my dear Sir Elijah ; this is a 
day of rejoicing ; a day of triumph ; and this triumph wo 
have obtained by seizing upon the old lady’s eunuchs, in 

VOL. VllL o 



SPEECH IS THE IMPEAGHHEKT OP 


V* 

doing wliicL, however, we found a great deal of difficulty. 
Tou would imagine from this last expression, that it was not 
two eunuchs, with a few miserable women clinging about 
them, that they had to seize, but that they had to break 
through all the guards which we see lovers sometiipes break- 
ing through when they wane to get at their ladies. Hardly 
ever did the beauty of a young l^dy excite such rapture ; I 
defy all the charms this country can furnish to produce a 
more wonderful effect than was produced by the hoards of 
these two old women in the bosoms of Sir Elijah Impey and 
Mr. Middleton. “We havo got,” he exultingly says, “we 
have got to the secret hoards of this old lady ; ” and I verily 
believe there never was a passion less dissembled ; there 
nature spoke ; there was truth triumphant, honest truth. 
Others m^ feign a passion ; but nobody can doubt the rap- 
tures of Mr. Hastings, Sir Elijah Impey, and Mr. Middleton. 

My lords, one would have expected to have found here 
something of their crimes ; something of their rebellion ; for 
he talks of a few “ necessary severities.” But no ; you find 
the real criminal, the real object, was the secret boards of the 
old ladies. It is true a few severities were necessary to ob- 
tain that object ; however, they did obtain it. How then did' 
they proceed ? — First, they themselves took and received in 
weight and tale all the money that was in the place ; I say 
fl//, for whether there was any more they never have dis- 
covered with all their ^eareh from that day to this. There- 
fore we fairly presume that they had discfwered all that there 
was to discover with regard to money. They next took from 
these unfortunate people an engagement for the amount of 
treasure, at a definite sum, without knowing w^hether they 
had it or not ; whether they could procure it or not. The 
Bow Begum has told us, as your lordships have it in evidence, 
that they demanded from her a million of money ; that she 
of course denied having any such sums ; but Mr. Middleton 
forced her unfortunate eunuchs or treasurers, by some few 
severities^ to give their bond for £ 600 , 000 . 

You would imagine that when these eunuchs had given up 
all that was in their power, when they had given a band for 
what they had not (for they were only the treasurers of 
other people), that the bond would not have been rigidly 
exactea. But what do Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton as 
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toon as they get their plunder ? They went to their own 
assay-table by which they measured the rate of exchange 
between the coins in curren<^ at Oude and those at Calcutta, 
and add the difference to the sum for which the bond was 
given. Thus they seize the secret hoards ; they examine it 
as if they were receiving a debt ; and they determine what 
this money would and ought to produce at Calcutta : not 
considering it as coming from people who gave all they had 
to give, but as what it would produce at the mint at Calcutta, 
according to a custom made for the profit of the residents ; 
even though Mr. Hastings upon another occasion charged 
upon Mr. Bristow as a crime that he had made that profit. 
This money, my lords, was taken to that assay-table which 
they had invented for their own profit, and they made their 
victims pay a rupee and a half batta, or exchange of money, 
upon each gold mohur ; by which and other charges they 
brought them £60,000 more in debt; and forced them to 
give a bond for that £60,000. 

Your lordships have seen in what manner these debts were 
contracted ; and that they were contracted by persons en- 
gaging not for themselves, for they had nothing ; all their 
Tiroperty was apparently their mistresses’. You will now 
see in what manner the payment of them was exacted, and 
we shall beg leave to read to you their own accounts of their 
own proceedings. Your lordships will then judge whether 
they w'cre proceeding against rt^beb as rebels, or against 
wealthy people as wealthy people, punishing them under pre- 
tence of crimes for their own profit. 

In a letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Hastings, after two 
other paragraphs, he goes on thus : — “ It remained only to 
get possession of her wealth ; and to effect this, it was then 
and is still my firm and unalterable opinion that it was in- 
dispensably necessary to employ temporizing expedients, and 
to work upon the hopes and fears of the Begum herself, and 
more especially upon those of her principal agents, through 
whose means alone there appeared any probable chance of 
our getting access to the hidden treasures of the late Vizier ; 
and when I acquaint you that by far the greatest part of the 
treasure which has been delivered to the Nabob was taken 
from the most secret recesses in the houses of the two eu- 
michs, whence, of course, it could not have been extracted 
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wiliioixt the adoption of those means which could induce the 
diBCOveiy, I shall hope for your approbation of what I did; 
I must also observe that no further rigour than that which 1 
exerted could have been used against females in this country, 
to whom there can be no access ; the Nabob and Solar Jung 
were the only two that could enter the zenana; the first 
was a son, who was to address a parent, and of course could 
use no language or action but that of earnest and reiterated 
solicitation ; and the other was in all appearance a traitor to 
our cause. Where force could be employed it was not 
spared ; the troops of the Begum were driven away and dis- 
persed ; their guns taken ; her fort and the outward walls 
of her house seized and occupied by our troops at the Na- 
bob’s requisition, and her chief agents imprisoned and put in 
irons. No further step w'as left. And in this situation they 
still remain, and are to continue (excepting only a remission 
of the irons) until the final liquidation of the payment ; and 
if then you deem it proper, no possible means of offence 
being left in her hands, or those of her agents, all her lands 
and property having been taken, I mean, with your sanction, 
to restore her house and servants to her, and hope to be fa- 
voured with your early reply, as 1 expect that a few dayf 
w ill complete the final surrender of all that is further expect- 
ed from the Begum.” 

There are some things in this letter which I shall beg your 
lordships to remark ; — there is mention made of a few pre- 
liminary severities used by Mr. Middleton in order to get at 
their money ; well, he did get at the money, and he got a 
bond for the payment of an additional sum, which they 
thought proper to lix at about £(iO(),(XX), to which was addea 
another usurious bond for £60,0(K) ; and in order to extort 
these forced bonds, and to make up their aggravated crimes 
of usury, violence, and oppression, they put these eunuchs 
into prison without food and water, and loaded their limbs 
with fetters : — this was their second imprisonment ; and w hat 
followed these few^ severities, your lordships will roinark-<^ 
still more severities. They continued to persecute, to 
press, to work upon these men by torture and by th^ fear of 
torture ; till at last having found that all their proceedings 
were totally ineffectual, they desire the women to surrender 
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lionsat it i| in evidence before you, that to|re^ 

lAove a womaii fiwin he| own house to another house with- 
out hei^ eo^ent is an outrage of the greatest atrocity, on 
account Of which many women have not only threatenoffT 
but have actually put themselves to death. Mr. Hastings 
himself in the case of Munny Begum, had considered such 
a proposition as the last# degree of outrage that could be 
offered. These women offered to go from house to house 
while their residence was searched ; but, no, say their tor- 
mentors, the treasure may be bricked up in so large a house 
in such a manner that we cannot find it. 

But to proceed with the treatment of these unfortunate 
men. T will read to your lordships a letter of Mr. Middleton 
to Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Eyzabad ; 18th 
March, 1782. 

“ Sib, — I have received your letter of the 13th instant ; the 
two prisoners, Behar and Jewar Ali Kh^n, having violated 
their written solemn engagement with me, for the payment 
of the balance due to the honourable Company, on the Nabob’s 
assignments, accepted by them, and declining giving me any 
satisfactory assurances on that head, I am under the disagree- 
able necessity of recurring to severities to enforce the said 
payment. This is therefore to desire that you immediately 
cause them to be put in irons, and kept so until 1 shall arrive 
at Fyzabad, to take further measures, as may be neces- 
sary.” 

Here is the ans'vv er of Captain J aques to Mr. Mi Jdlqjjp. 

April 23r<i, 1782. 

“ Sib, — Allow me the honour of informing you that the 
place the prisoners, Behar Ali Khfin and Jewar Ali KhAn, are 
confined in, is become so very unhealthy, by the number 
obliged to be on duty in so confined a place at this hot season 
of the year, and so situated that no reduction can, with pro- 
priety, be made from their guard, it being at such a distance 
from the battalion.” 

You see, my lords, what a condition these unfortunate per- 
foim were in at that period ; you see they were put in irons, 
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in I place bigbly unhealthy ; and from this you will judge of 
the treatment which followed the few severities. The first 
gelded a bond for £600,000 ; the second, a bond for £60,000 ; 

third was intended to extort the payment of these bonds, 
and completed their series. 

I will now read a letter from Captain J aques to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, from the printed minutes ; dated Palace, Eyzabad, 
May IBth, 1782, consequently written nearly a month after 
the former. 

“ Sir, — The prisoners, Eehar and Jevvar Ali Khan, who seem 
to be very sickly, have requested their irons might be taken 
off for a few days, that they might take medicine, and walk 
about the garden of the place where they are confined, to 
assist the medicine in its operation. Now, as I am sure they 
M'ould be equally as secure without their irons as with them, 

1 think it my duty to inform you of this request, and desire 
to know your pleasure concerning it. 

(Signed) “ Leonakd Ja^^ues.” 

On the 22nd May, 1782, Captain Jaques’s humane pro-*^ 
jx)8al is thus replied to by Mr. Middleton : — “ 1 am sorry it is 
not in my power to. comply with your proposal of easing 
the prisoners for a few days of their fetters. Much as my 
humanity may be touched by their suflerings, I should think 
it inexpedient to afford them any alleviation, while they per- 
sist in a breach of their contract with me ; and indeed no 
iinJulgenco could be shown them without the authority of 
the Nabob, w ho, instead of consenting to moderate the rigours 
of tbeir situation, would bo most willing to multiply them. 

(8igiied) “Nathakiel Middletok.** 

I will now call your lordships* atbmtion to other letters 
connected with this transaction. 

Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Middleton, June 6th,1782. 

“Sir, — A greeably to your instructions, I went to the 
pfisoners, B^ar ana Jevrar Ali Khan, accompanied by lloolaa 
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Eoi, who read the papers respecting the balance now d|ie, 
Ac. Ac. ^ 

“ In general terms they expressed concern at not being 
able to discharge the same without the assistance of the 
gum, and requested indulgence to send a message to her on 
that subject, and in the evening they would give an answer. 

“ I went at the time appointed for the answer, but did not 
receive a satisfactory one ; in consequence of which I desii ed 
them to be ready at the shortest notice to proceed to Luck- 
now ; and explained to them every particular contained in 
your letter of the 1st instant, respecting them. 

“ Yesterday morning I sent for Lataffit Ali Kh^, and de- 
sired him to go to the Bow Begum, and deliver the substance 
of my instructions to her, which he did, and returned with 
the enclosed letter from her. From some circumstances 
which I have heard to-day, I am hopeful the prisoners will 
soon think seriously of their removal, and pay the balance 
rather than submit themselves to an inconvenient journey to 
Lucknow\” 

Tfy Major Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, from Mr. Mid- 
"(ileton : — “ Sir, 1 have been favoured with your letter of the 
fifth instant, informing me of the steps you bad taken in 
consequence of my instructions of the first, and covering a 
letter from tlie Bow Begum, which is so unsatisfactory that 
I cannot think of returning an ans^^er to it. Indeed, as all 
correspondence between the Begum and me has long been 
stopped, I request you will be pleased to inform her that I 
by no means wish to resume it, or maintain any frien^ 
intercourse with her, until she has made good my claim upon 
her for the balance due. 

I have now, in conformity to my former instructions, to 
desire that the two prisoners, Behar and Jewar Ali Kh^n, 
may be immediately sent under a sufficient guard to Luck- 
now, unless, upon your imparting to them this intimation, 
either they or the Begum should actually pay the balance, or 
give you such assurances or security for the assets to be im- 
mediately forthcoming, as you think can be relied upon ; in 
which case you will of course suspend the execution of this 
wder.” 
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Bichard Johnson to Major Gilpin; Lucknow, 24th 
June, 1782 : — “ Sir, I have received the nonour of your letter 
of the 20th. The prisoners arrived here this morning ; 
"Rieutenant Crow has delivered them over to Captain Waugh, 
and returns to you in a day or two. 

I think their hint to you a very good one, and worth im- 
proving upon ; was the Bow Begum to think that she must 
go to Allahabad, or any other place, while her palace is 
searched for the hidden treasure of the late Vizier, it might 
go further than any other step that can be immediately taken 
towards procuring payment of the balance outstanding. 

“ Tiie prisoners are to be threatened with severities to- 
morrow, to make them discover where the balance may be 
procurable, the fear of which may possibly have a good effect ; 
and the apprehensions of the Begum, Jest they should discover 
the hidden treasure, may induce her to make you tenders of 
payment, which you may give any reasonable encouragement 
to promote that may occur to you. 

“ The jaghire cannot be released to her on any other 
terras, mjr even to the Nabobs until the five lacks for which 
it was granted be paid up ; and the prisoners must also 
detained until the full fifty lacks be liquidated ; consequently 
nothing but the fear of an increase of demand, upon breacn 
of the first engagenu^t on her part, will induce her to prompt 
payment.” 

• 

Letter from Mr. ^Bichard Johnson to the commanding 
officer of tJie guard; Lucknow, 23rd July, 1782: — “Sir, 
Bocun violent demands having been made for the release of the 
prisoners, it is necessary that every possible precaution be 
taken for their security. You w ill therefore be pleased to be 
very strict in guarding them ; and I herewith send another 
pair of fetters, to be added to those now upon the prisoners.” 

Letter from Eohert Steere Allen to Eichard Johnson, Esq., 
acting resident; Lucknow', 23rd July, 1782: — “Sir, 1 have 
received your instructions, and ordered the fetters to be added ; 
but they are by much too small for their feet. The utmost 
regard shall be paid to the security of the prisoners. I have 
sent back the fetters that you may have them altered, if you 
think proper.” 
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Letter from Mr. Jobnson to the officer commanding the 
guard; Lucknow, 28th June, 1782: — “Sir, The Nabob 
having determined to inflict corporal punishment upon the 
prisoners under your guard, this is to desire that his officerrij' 
when they shall come, may have free access to the prisoners, 
and be permitted to do with them as they shall see proper, 
only taking care that they leave them always under your 
charge.’* 

I will now trouble your lordships with the following pas- 
sages from Mr. Holt’s evidence : — “ Q. Did you ever see the 
two ministers ol the Begum ? — A. I saw them brought into 
Lucknow. — Q. In what situation w'ere they when you saw 
them brought into Lucknow ? — A, They were brought in 
their palan quins, attended by a guard of sepoys. — Q. Under 
whose command were the sepoys ? — A. That they were 
brought in by ? — Q. Yes. — A. 1 do not recoUect. — Q. Were 
those sepoys that brought in the prisoners part of the 
Nabob’s army, or were they any British troops r — A, To the 
best of my recollection, they were detached from a regiment 
^hen* stationed at Fyzabad. — Q. In whose service was that 
regiment? — A. In the Company’s. — Q. Were they imprisoned 
in any house near that in which you resided? — A. They 
w*ere imprisoned immediately under the jvdndow of the house 
in which I resided, close to it. — Q. Did you, or did you not, 
ever see any preparations made for any corporal punishment ? 
— A. I saw something of a scaffolding.—Q. For what pur- 
pose ? — A. I heard it was for the purpose of tying them up. 
— Q. Whose prisoners did you consicler these men to be ?ar- 
A, I considered them as prisoners of the resident ; they were 
close to his house, and under an European officer.” 

Your lordships have now seen the whole process, except 
one dreadful part of it, which was the threatening to send 
the Begum to the castle at Chunar. After all these cruelties, 
after all these menaces of further cruelties, after erecting a 
scaffold for actually exercising the last degree of criminal 
punishment, namely, by whipping these miserable persons in 
public ; after everything has been done but execution, our 
inability to prove by evidence this part of their proceedings 
has secured to your lordships a circumstance of decorum ob- 
served on the stage, where murders, executions, whippings, 
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cruelties are performed behind the scenes. I know as 
eeltaiuly as a man can know such a thing, from a document 
which I cannot produce in evidence here ; but I have it in 
^e handwriting of the resident, Mr. Bristow, that Behar Ali 
Kh^n was actually scourged in the manner that we speak of. 

I had it in writing in the man’s hand ; I put the question to 
him, but he refused to answer it, because he thought it might 
criminate himself, and criminate us all ; but if your lordships 
saw the scaffold erected for the purpose, and of this we have 
evidence, would you not necessarily believe that the scourg- . 
ing did follow ? All this was done in the name of the 
Nabob ; but if the Nabob is the person claiming his father’s 
effects, if the Nabob is the person vindicating a rebellion 
against himself upon his nearest relations, why did he not 
in person take a single step in this matter ? Why do we see 
nothing but his abused name in it ? We see no order under 
his own hand. We see all the orders given by the cool Mr. 
Middleton, by the outrageous Mr. Johnson, by all that gang 
of persons that the prisoner used to disgrace the British name. 
Who are the officers that stormed their fort? who put on the 
irons P who sent them ? who supplied them ? They* are 
all, all English officers. There is not an appearance even of 
a minister of the Nabob’s, in the whole transaction. The 
actors are all Englishmen ; and we, fis Englishmen, call for 

{ mnishment upon those who have thus degraded and dis- 
lonoured the English name. 

We do not use torture or cruelties, even for the greatest 
crimes, but have banished them from our courts of justice ; 
we never suffer them in any case. Yet those men, in order 
to force others to break their most sacred trust, inflict tortures 
upon them. They drag their poor victims from dungeon to 
dungeon, from one place of punishment to another ; and whol- 
ly on account of an extorted bond ; for they owed no monej, 
they could not owe any ; but to get this miserable balance of 
£60,000 founded upon their tables of exchange : after they 
had plundered these ladies of £500,000 in money and 
£70,000 a year in land, they could not be satisfied without 
putting usury and extortion upon tyranny and oppression. 
To entorce this unjust demand, the miserable victims were 
imprisoned, ironed, scourged, and at last threatened to be sent 
pnsouers to Chunar. This menace succeeded. The persons 
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who had resisted irons, who had been, as the Begums saj^, 
refused food and water, stowed in an unwholesome, stinking, 
pestilential prison, these persons withstood everj^hing iSl 
the fort of Chunar was mentioned to them ; and then their • 
fortitude gave way ; and why ? The fort of Chunar was not 
in the dominions of the Nabob, whose rights they pretended 
to be vindicating ; to nam^ a British fort, in their circum- 
stances, was to name everything that is most horrible in 
tyranny ; so at least it appeared to them. They gave way ; 
and thus were committed acts of oppression ana cruelty un- 
known, I will venture to say, in the history of India. The 
women indeed could not be brought forward and scourged, 
but their ministers were tortured, till, for their redemption, 
these princesses gave up all their clothes, all the ornaments of 
their persons, all their jewels, all the memorials of their hus- 
bands and fathers, all were delivered up, and valued by 
merchants at £50,000; and they also gave up £5000 in 
money, or thereabouts ; so that in reality only about £5000, 
a mere nothing, a sura not worth mentioning, even in the 
calculations of extortion and usury, remained unpaid. 

^ Bift, my lords, what became of all this \noney ? When 
you examine these witnesses here, they tell you it was paid 
to Hyder Beg Khan. Now, they had themselves received 
the money in tale at their own assay-table ; and wKen an 
account is demanded of the produce of the goods, they 
shrink from it, and say it was Hyder Beg Khan who received 
the things, and sold them. AVhere is Hyder Beg Khan’s 
receipt ? The Begums say (and the thidg speaks for itself), 
that even gold and jewels coming from them lost their valu^ 
that part of the goods w ere spoilt, being kept long unsold in 
damp and bad w arehouses ; and that the rest of the goods 
were sold, as thieves sell their spoil, for little or nothing. In 
all this business, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton were tnem- 
selves the actors, chief actors ; but now, when they are called 
to account, they substitute Hyder Beg Kh^in in their place, 
a man that is (lead and gone ; and you hear nothing more of 
this part of the business. 

But the sufferings of these eunuchs did not end here; 
they were, on account of this odd £5000, confined for twelve 
months, not prisoners at large, like this prisoner who thrusts 
his sore leg into your lordships’ faces every day, but in harsh 
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and cruel confinement. These are the persons that I feel 
for. It is their dungeon, it is their unrevenged wrongs that 
move me. It is for these innocent, miserable, unhappy men, 
•who were guilty of no offence but fidelity to their mistresses, 
in order to vex and torture whom (the first women in Asia) 
m the persons of their ministers, these cruelties were exer- 
cised ; these are they for whom l^feel, and not for the miser- 
able sore leg or whining cant of this prisoner. He has been 
the author of all these wrongs ; and if you transfer to him 
any of the sympathy you owe to these sufferers, you do 
wrong — you violate compassion. Think of their irons. Has 
not this criminal, w'ho put on these irons, been without one 
iron ? Has he been threatened vrith torture ? Has he been 
locked up without food and water ? Have his sufferings been 
aggravated as the sufferings of these poor men were aggra- 
vated ? What punishment has been infiicted, and what can 
be inflicted, upon him in any manner commensurate with the 
atrocity of his crimes ? 

At last, my lords, these unhappy men were released. Mr. 
Bristow, who had been sent to Lucknow, writes to Mr. Hast- 
ings, and informs him that severities could do no more • that 
imprisonments and menaces could get no more money. T 
believe not ; for 1 doubt much whether any more was to be 
got. But wh(*ther there was or not, all the arts of extor- 
tion, fortified by air the arts of tyranny, of every name and 
species, had failed, and, therefore Mr. Bristow released the 
prisoners ; but without any warrant for so doing from Mr. 
Hastings, who, afteP having received this letter from Mr. 
Bristow, gets the supreme council to order these very severi- 
ties to be continued, till the last farthing was paid. In order 
to induce the council to sanction this measure, he suppressed 
Mr. Bristow’s declaration — that severities could do nothing 
more in exacting further payments ; and the resident, I find, 
was afterw^ards obliquely punished for his humanity by Mr. 
Hastings. 

Mr. Bristow’s letter is dated the 12th of December, and he 
thus writes : — 

“ The battalion at Fyzabad [where the Begums and their 
ministers had been confined] is recalled, and my letter to tho 
board of the first instant has explained my conduct to the 
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Begum. The letter I addressed her, a translation of which I 
beg leave to enclose (No. 2), was with a view of convinciifg 
her that you readily assented to her being freed from the re- 
straints which had been imposed upon her ; and that your* 
acquiescence in her sufierings was a measure of necessity, to 
which you were forced by her extraordinary conduct. I 
wished to make it appear, t|pis was a matter on which you di- 
rected me to consult the Vizier’s pleasure, that it might be 
known you were the spring from whence she was restored to 
her dignity and consequence.” 

On the 3rd of March following, the council agree to send 
the following order to Mr. Bristow: — “We desire you will 
inform us if any and what means have been taken for recov- 
ering the balance due from the Begum at Fyzabad, and, if 
necessary, that you recommend it to the Vizier to enforce the 
most eflectual means for that purpose.” 

My lords, you see the fraud he has put upon the council. 
You will find that Mr. Bristow’s letters up to the 3rd of 
March had been suppressed ; and though then communi- 
cated, vet he instigated his cat’s-paw, that blind and ignorant 
council, to demand from the Vizier the renewal of these very 
severities and cruelties, the continuance of which the letters 
in his pocket had shown him were of n6 effect. Here you 
have an instance of his implacable cruelty ; you see that it 
never relaxes, never remits ; and that, finding all the re- 
sources of tyranny useless and ineffective, he is still willing 
to use them ; and for that purpose he makes a fraudulent con- 
cealment of the utter inefficacy of all the means that ha3 
been used. 

But, you will ask, what could make him persevere in these 
acts of cruelty, after his avarice had been more than satiated ? 
You will find it is this. He had had some quarrel with these 
women. He believed that they had done him some personal 
injur/ or other, of w hich he nowhere informs you. But, as 
you find that in the case of Cheit Sing, he considered his vi- 
sit to General Clavering as a horrid outrage against him- 
self; which he never forgave, and revenged to the ruin of that 
miserable person ; so you find that he has avowed the same 
malicious disposition toward the Begums, arising from some 
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i^miiar cause, lu page 367 of jour printed minutes, he says, 
‘**1 am sorry that I must in truth add, that a part of the re- 
sentment of the Begums was, as I had too much reason to 
•suspect, directed to myself personally. The incidents which 
gave rise to it are too light to be mixed with the professed 
subject and occasion of this detail ; and as they want the au- 
thenticity of recorded evidence^ I could lay no claim to 
credit in my relation of them. At some period I may be 
induced to offer them to the world, my ultimate and un- 
erring judges, both of that and of every other trait in my 
politioal character.” 

My lords, you have an anecdote here handed to you, which 
is the key of a great part of this transaction. He had de- 
termined upon some aeep and desperate revenge for some 
injury or affront of some kind or other that he thought he 
had received from these people. He accuses them of a per- 
sonal quarrel with himself ; and yet he has not the honour or 
honesty to toll you what it was, — what it was that could in- 
duce them to entertain such a personal resentment against 
him, as to ruin themselves and their country by their sup- 
posed rebellion. Ho says, that some time or other he will tell 
it to the world. Why did he not toll his counsel, and au- 
thorize them to tell a story which could not be unimportant, 
as it was connected with a rebellion which shook the British 
power in India to itJ* foundation ? And if it be true that this 
rebellion had its rise in some wicked act of this man, who 
had offended these women, and made them, as he says, his 
mortal enemies, you wdl then see that yovi never can go so 
deep with this prisoner, that you do not find in every crimi- 
flal act of his some other criminal act. In the lowest deep 
there is still a lower dwp. In every act of his cruelty there 
is some hidden, dark motive, worse than the act itself, of 
which he just gives you a hint, without exposing it to that 
open light which truth courts, and falsehood basely slinks 
from. 

But cruelly as they have suffered, dreadfully as they have 
been robbed, insulted as they have been, in every mode of 
insult that could be offered to women of their rank ; all this 
must have been highly aggravated by coming from such a 
man as Mr. Middleton. You have heard the audacious and 
insulting language he has held to them ; his declining to cor- 
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vespond with them, and the mode of his doing it. There are, 
my lords, things that embitter the bitterness of oppression it- 
self ; — contumelious acts and language coming from persons 
who the other day would have licked the dust under the feet 
of the lowest servants of these ladies, must have embittered 
their wrongs, and poisoned the very cup of malice itself. 

Oh ! but they deserved it. — They were concerned in a 
wicked, outrageous rebellion : first, for expelling their own 
son from his dominions ; and secondly, for expelling and ex- 
tirpating the English nation out of India. Oood God Al- 
mighty ! my lords, do you hear this ? Do you understand 
that the English nation had made themselves so odious, so 
particularly hateful, even to women the most secluded from 
the world, that there was no crime, no mischief, no family 
destruction, through which they would not wade, for our 
extermination ! Is this a pleasant thing to hear of ? liebel- 
lion is, in all j>arts of the world, undoubtedly considered as a 
great misfortune — in some coimtries it must be considered as 
a presumption of some fault in government. Nowhere is it 
boasted of as supplying the means of justifying acts of cruelty 
and insult, but with us. 

- We have, indeed, seen that a rebellion did exist in Bar- 
ratch and Gorruckpore. It was an universal insurrection 
of the people ; an insurrection for the very extermination of 
Englishmen ; for the extermination of OoJonel llaiinay, for 
the extermination of Captain Gordon, for the extermination 
of Captain Williams, and of all the other captains and colo- 
nels exercising the office of farmer-general and sub-farmer- 
general, in the manner that we have described. We know 
that there did exist in that country such a rebellion. Btft 
mark, my lords, against whom ; — against these mild and 
gracious sovereigns, Colonel llannay. Captain Gordon, Cap- 
tain Williams. — Oh unnatural and abominable rebellion 1 
But will any one pretend to say that the Nabob himself was 
ever attacked by any of these rebels ? No ; the attacks were 
levelled against the English. The people rose in favour of 
their lawful sovereign, against a rebellion headed by Mr. 
Middleton, who, you see, usurped his authority ; — headed by 
Colonel Hannay ; — headed by Captain Gordon ; — headed by 
all those abominable persons exercising, under the Nabob’s 
luune, an authority destructive to himself and his subjects. 
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Against them there was a rebellior ; but was this an un^ 
niSiural rebellion?— A rebellion against usurped authority, 
to save the prince, his children, and state from a set of vile 
usurpers. 

My lords, I shall soon close our proceeding for this day ; 
because I wish to leave this part of our charge strongly and 
distinctly impressed upon your lordships’ memory, and be- 
cause nothing can aggravate it. 1 shall next proceed, in the 
further examination of the prisoner’s defence, to dissipate, 
as I trust we have done, and as I hope we shall do, all the 
miserable stuff they have given by way of defence. I shall 
often have occasion to repeat and press upon your lordships, 
that that miserable defence is a heavy aggravation of Ids 
crime. At present I shall conclude ; leaving this part of our 
charge with the impression upon your lordships* minds, that 
this pretended rebellion was merely an insurrection against 
the English, excited by their oppression. If the rebellion was 
against the Nabob, or if he was the author of the oppression 
which caused it, why do the English only appear to be con- 
cenied in both of them ? How comes it that the Nabob 
never appears to have expressed any resentment against the 
rebels ? We shall prove, beyond a doubt, that the Begurr.a 
had nothing to do with it. There Tias, indeed, as 1 have 
already said, what may be called a rebellion ; but it was a 
rebellion against — not the Nabob, but in favour of the lawful 
prince of the country ; — against the usurpers of his authority 
juid the destroyers of his country. With this, as a rebellion, 
Mr. Hastings has charged these women ; he has charged them 
with a war against their son, for the purpose of exterminating 
<be English. Look, I pray you, at the whole business ; con- 
sider all the circumstances of it, and ask yourselves whether 
this is not a charge not only so grossly improbable, but so 
perfectly impossible, that there is not any evidence which 
can make it even plausible. 

Consider next, my lords, on the other side, the evidence of 
their innocence, and then ask yourselves whether any ad- 
ditional matter could make its probability in the least degree 
more probable. My lords, the evidence we have produced 
IS neither more nor less than that of almost, all the persons 
who have had a share in exciting that rebellion, and who, to 
justify their own horrible cruelty, have attempted to charge 
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the natural consequences of that cruelty upon these unhappy 
women. • 

But where, all this time, is the Nabob, against whom this 
rebellion is pretended to be directed ? Was it ever even in- 
sinuated to nim that his mother had raised a rebellion against 
him ? — When were the proofs shown to him ? — Did he ever 
charge her witli it ? He surely must have been most 
anxious to prevent and sup/^ress a rebellion against himself ; 
but not one word on that subject has evei’ come out of his 
mouth, nor has any one person been produced to show that 
he was informed of the existence of such a rebellion. The 
persons said to be rebels are his mother and grandmother ; 
and I again ask, was there the least intimation given to him 
by IMr. Middleton, or by any other person, of their being 
even suspected of rebellion against liim ? There was, in- 
deed, a hint of some rebellion, Avhicli the creatures of Mr. 
Hastings got at obliquely ; but neither the person against 
whom the rebellion is supposed to exist, nor the persons who 
were said to be guilty of it, were ever either informed of or 
charged with it. I defy the prisoner and his whole gang 
to produce one word ever uttered by any one of them, from 
Milnch the Nabob or Begums could learn that they -were sup- 
posed to be concerned in the rebellion : so that none of those 
who w’ere said to be the principal actors in the scene ever 
heard of the parts they were acting, from the actual authors 
and managers of the business. Not one w ord was uttered 
of a charge made, much less of prooY given. Nothing was 
heard but — G-ive me the money — iron« — new irons — new 
imprisonment ; and at last the castle of Chunar. And here 
I beg leave to pause, and to leave upon your minds the inf- 
pression, first, of the wrong that was done, the violence, 
and the robbery ; and secondly, of the pretences, both civil 
and criminal, by which they have attempted to justify their 
proceedings. 

[Adjouruod. 
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TRIAL. 

WEDNESDAY, Uih JUNE, 1794. 
c 


SIXTH DAY OF REPLY. 

(Mr. Burke.) 

Mr Lords, — Your lordships will recollect that we closed 
the last day of your proceeding in this trial at a most interett- 
ing part oi our charge, or rather of our observations upon that 
charge. We closed at that awful moment when we found 
the first women of Oude pillaged of all their landed and of 
all their monied property, in short of all they possessed. 
We closed by reciting to you the false pretence on which 
this pillage was defended, namely, that it was the work of 
the Nabob. Now we had before proved to you, from evi- 
dence adduced by the prisoner himself, that this Nabob was 
a mere tool in his hanas ; and therefore if this pretence bo 
true, it aggravates his guilt ; for surely the forcing a son to 
violate the property of his mother must everywhere be con- 
sidered a enme most portentous and enormous. At this point 
we closed ; and, after the detail which has been given you 
already of these horrible and iniquitous proceedings, some 
apology may perhaps be necessary for entering again into 
tiie refutation of this iniquitous pretence. 

My honourable fellow-manager, who preceded me in this 
business, did, in his remarks upon the inference drawn by 
the prisoner’s counsel from the seizure of the Begum*8 trea- 
sures by the Nabob, as evidence of their guilt, as he ought to 
do, — he treated it with projier contempt, I consider it in- 
deed to be as little an evidence of their guilt as he does, and 
as little a defence of that seizure as he does. But I consider 
it in anotlier and in a new light, namely, as a heavy aggra- 
vation of the prisoner’s crimes, and as a matter tnat n^ill let 
you into the whole spirit of his government; and I warn 
vour lordslnps against Vung imposed on by evasions, of which 
if it w ere possible for you to be the dupes, you would be un- 
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fit to be judges of the smallest matters in the world, civil or 
criminal. 

The first observation which I shall beg leave to make to 
your lordships is this, that the whole of the proceedings from 
beginning to end has been a mystery of iniquity, and that in 
no part of them have the orders of the Company been regard- 
ed ; but on the contrary, the whole has been carried on in a 
secret and clandestine manner. 

It is necessary that your lordships should be acquainted 
with the manner in which the correspondence of the Com- 
pany’s servants ought to be carried on and their proceedings 
regulated ; your lordships, therefore, will please to hear read 
the orders given concerning correspondence of every kind 
with the country powers. You will remember the period 
when these orders were issued, namely, the period at which 
the act passed for the better direction of the sen^ants of the 
Company. By this act Mr. Hastings was appointed to be 
Governor- General, and the court of directors was required, 
by that act, to prepare orders and instructions, ■which Mr. 
Hastings was required, by the same act, to comply wdth. You 
will see what these instructions and orders w ere, and in what 
manner he has complied with them. 

Extract of geneial instructions to the Governor- Gen era I 
and council, 29ib of March, 1774: — ‘‘We direct that you 
assemble in council twice every week, aild that all the mem- 
bers be duly gammoned ; that the cyjrrespon deuce with the 
princes or country powders in India be carried on by the 
Governor- General only, but that all .letters sent by him be 
first approved in council, and that he lay before the council, 
at their next meeting, all letters received by him in t^e 
course of such correspondence, for their information. We 
likewise direct, that a copy of such parts of the country cor- 
respondence be communicated to our board of trade (to be 
constituted as hereinafter mentioned), as may any "ways re- 
late to the business of their department.” 

You will obsene, my lords, two important circumstances 
in these instructions. First, that after the board bad regular- 
ly met, the Persian correspondence, kept by the Governor 
only, was to be communicated to the council ; and secondly, 
that he should write no answer to any part of the business 
until he had previously consulted the council upon it. Here 
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is the law of the land ; an order given in pursuance of an 
act of parliament. Your lordships will consider how Mr. 
Hastings comported himself with regard to those orders : for 
we charge it as a substantive crime, independent of the 
criminal presumptions arising from it, that he violated an 
act of parliament, which iniposed direct instructions upon 
him, as to the manner in which he was to conduct all matters 
of business w ith the native powers. 

M.y lords, wo contend strongly, that all the positive rules 
and Hijunctions of the law, though they are merely positive, 
and do not contain anything but mere matters of regulation, 
shall be strictly observed. The reason is this, and a serious 
reason it is: — ollicial tyranny and oppression, corruption, 
peculation, and bribery are crimes so secret in their nature, 
that we can hardly ever get to the proof of them, wdthout 
the assistance of rules, orders, and regulations of a positive 
nature, intended to prevent the perpetration of these crimes, 
and to detect the oll'ender in case the crimes should be ac- 
tually perpetrated. You ought therefore to presume, that, 
whenever such rules or laws are broken, these crimes are in- 
tended to be committed; for you have no means of seeurity 
against the commission of secret crimes, but by enforcing 
positive laws, the breach of which must be always plain, open, 
and direct. Such, for instance, is the spirit of the laws, that 
although you canmit directly prove bribery or smuggling in 
a hundred cases where^they have bt'en committed, you can 
})rovo whether the proper documents, proper coi'kets, proper 
entries in rtgul.ar odic(‘8 have been observed and performed 
or not. Hy tlu'se means you lock the door against bribery; 
you lock the door against corruption, against smuggling and 
ctaitraband tradt* ; but how' ? by failing upon and attacking 
the offencH^ ? No ; by falling upon and attacking the breach 
of the rt'giilalion. kou prove that the man broke the regu- 
lation ; and, as he could have no other motive or interest in 
bmiking it, you presume that he broke it fraudulently, and 
you punish the man Ui^t for the crime the regulation was 
meant to prevent, but you punish him for the breach of the 
regulation itself. 

Next to tfio breach of these positive instructions, your 
lordships will attend to the consequent concealment and 
mystery by which it was accompanied. Ail government 
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must, to preserve its authority, be sincere in its declarations, 
and authentic in its acts. vV^henever in any matter of policy 
there is a mystery, you must presume a fraud ; whenever m 
any matter of money there is concealment, you must presume 
misconduct ; you must therefore affix your punishment to the 
breach of the rule; otherwise the conviction of public de- 
liaauents would be unattainable. 

I have therefore put before you that rule which he has 
violated ; and we, the Commons, call upon your lordships to 
enforce that rule, and to avenge the breach of it. You nave 
seen the consequences of breaking the rule ; and we have 
charged and do charge it as a heavy ag^avation of those 
consequences, that, instead of consulting the council, instead 
of laying the whole correspondence before them, instead of 
consulting them upon his answers, he vrent himself up into 
the country, took his Majesty’s chief justice along with him, 
and made that person the instrument of those wrongs, vio- 
lences, robberies, and concealments, which we call upon your 
lordships to punish. 

]V^ lords, an extraordinary circumstance occurred in the 
course of our proceedings, in another place, which I must 
state to show you in what a horrible manner your laws have 
been trampled upon and despised. None of the proceedings 
which have been last stated to your lordships, respecting the 
seizure of the treasures of the Begums, appear upon any pub- 
lic record whatever. From the manner in which they came 
to our knowledge, your lordships will perceive what must 
have been the prisoner’s own opinion of the horrible nature 
of proceedings, which he thought so necessary to be coti- 
cealed. 

Whilst we were inquiring into the violences committed 
against the Begums, in breach of the treaty entered into with 
them, there came into my hands an anonymous letter, con- 
taining a full account of all the matter w^hich has lately been 
stated to you. It came anonymously ; and I did not know 
from what quarter it came. I do not even know with cer- 
tainty at this hour. I say, not with certainty, for I can only 
form a conjecture. This anonymous communication enabled 
US to produce all the correspondence with Mr. Middleton 
i^pecting the cruelties exercised towards the Begums and 
their eunuchs, in order to extort money. We found the 
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names of Major Gilpin and several other persons in these 
letters. We also found in them a strong fox smell of a Sir 
Elijah Impey, that his brush and crime had left behind him ; 
we traced him by that scent ; and as we proceeded we dis- 
covered the footsteps of as many of the wolves as Mr. Hast- 
ings thought proper to leave there. We sent for and ex- 
amined Mr. Miadleton, and Mtgor Gilpin produced his 
correspondence. When we applied to Mr. Middleton, we 
found that all this part of his correspondence had been tom 
out of his book, but having come at it by means of our 
anonymous communication, we subsequently proved and es- 
tablished it, in the manner we have done, before your lord- 
ships. Here then you have important matter which this 
anonymous letter has brought to light; and otherwise the 
whole of this correspondence so essential to the interests and 
justice of Great Britain would have been concealed by this 
wicked man. Thus, I sa^, his violation of a positive law 
would have remained undiscovered, if mere acciaent had not 
enabled us to trace this iniquity of its source. Therefore I 
begin our proceedings this day, by stating to your lordships 
this fact, and by calling upon your justice to punish him toe 
this violation of the laws of his country. 

We have told you who the instruments were by which 
all this wickedness w as committed, Mr. Middleton and Mr. 
Johnson, persons who were sent as ambassadors to represent 
the interests of the Company at the court of an independent 
prince. Over this prince they usurped an absolute power, 
they even made use of British officers in his own service, and 
receiving his pay, to enslave his person, and to force him to 
rob his kindred. These agents were aided by an English 
chief justice, sent under the authority of an act of parlia- 
ment to represent the sovereign majesty of English justice, 
and to be a restraint upon the misconduct of the Company’s 
servants. These are tlie instruments with which this man 
works. We have shown you his system | we have shown 
you his instruments; we will now^ proceed with the exami- 
nation of the pretences upon which this horrid and nefarious 
act is attempted to be justified. We have not entered into 
this examination for the sake of refuting things that want no 
refutation, but for the purpose of showing you the spirit of 
the whole proceeding, and making it appear to your lord- 
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ships, as I trust it will appear, that the wicked act done th^re 
is not half so bad as the wicked defence made here. 

The first part of Sir Elijah Impey’s commissi on, as *your 
lordships wilt remember, was to seize upon the Begums’ trea- 
sures. He had likewise another budget of instructions, which 
has been discovered in the trunks of which yorr lordships 
have heard, — secret instructions to be gi^en by him to Mr. 
Middleton, for the furtherance of this business. And that 
his office of chief justice should not lie dormant, he was com- 
missioned to seek for affidavits, or written testimony from 
any persons, for the purjiose of convicting these women of a 
design of atrociously revolting against their son, and depos- 
ing kirn from the government, with a view of getting rid of 
the English inhabitants. This was the accusation; — and 
the evidence to support it Sir Elijah Impey was sent to col- 
lect. 

My lords, I must here observe to your lordships, that there 
is no act of violence which, merely as an act of violence, 
may not in some sort be borne ; because an act of violence 
infers no principle ; it infers nothing but a momentary im- 
pulse of a bad mind, proceeding, without law or justice, to 
the execution of its o]>ject. For at the same time that it 
pays no regard to law, it does not debauch it ; it does not 
wrest it to its purposes. The law disregarded still exists ; 
and hope still exists in the sufferer that, when law shall be 
resorted to, violence will cease, and wrongs will be redressed ; 
but whenever the law itself is debauched, and enters into a 
corrupt coalition with violence, robberyj and wrong, then all 
hope IS gone ; and then it is not only private persons that 
suffer, but the law itself when so corrupted is often perverted 
into the worst instrument of fraud and violence. It then be- 
comes most odious to mankind, and an infinite aggravation of 
every injury they suffer. 

We have therefore in our charge strongly reprobated Sir 
Elijah Impey’s going to take such affidavits. — Oh, but they 
say, a judge may take an affidavit in his chamber privately, 
and he may take an affidavit, though not exactly in the place 
of his jurisdiction, to authenticate a bond, or the like. We 
are not to be cheated by words. It is not dirty shreds of 
worn out parchments, the sweepings of Westminster Hall, 
that shall serve us in place of that iustice upon which tho 
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•wcHfld stands. Affidavits ! We know that, in the langna^ 
of our courts, affidavits do not signify a body of evidence to 
suststin a criminal charge, but are generally relative to matter 
in process collateral to the charge, which, not coming before 
the jury, are made known to the judge by way of affidavit. > 

But was it ever heard, or will it be borne, that a person 
exercising a judicial office under his Mfdesty should walk be* 
yond the sphere of his jurisdiction ? That he should desert 
the station in which he was placed for the protection of the 
natives, and should march to such a place as Lucknow, in 
order to take depositions for criminating persons in that coun- 
try, without so much as letting these poor victims know ouo 
article in the depositions so taken ? These depositions, my 
lords, were made to criminate ; they were meant to justify a 
forfeiture ; and are not in the nature of those voluntary affi- 
davits which, whether made within jurisdiction or without, 
whether made publicly or privately, signify comparatively 
notliing to the cause. I do not mean to say that any process 
of any court has not its weight, when the matter is within it 
in the ordinaty course of proceedings ; it is the extraordinary 
course, the extrajudicial conduct, which divests it of that'ju^ 
weight it otherwise would have. 

This chief justice goes to Lucknow, where he holds his 
court, such as it was. lie is ready to authenticate any 
process by the signature of the English chief justice, in a 
court which he holds by*night, in a court which he holds in 
darkness and secrecy. Tie hold his court in Fyzabad : be 
holds it unknown to thb Nabob of Oude, in his own capital, 
aitd without giving him the least knowledge of or any notice 
of what he was proceeding to do. He holds it at the lod^ 
ings of Colonel Morgan, a pensioner of the Nabob, and the 
person assisting him is Mr. Middleton, who is likewise, as we 
have proved to you, one of the Nabob’s pensioners, a monopo- 
lizer of trade in the country, and a iiersun who received much 
the major part of his emoluments irom the Nabob's hands. 

In that clandestine manner, in the Nabob’s own house, in 
his own capital city, in the lodging of his dependant . and 
pensioner, Colonel Morgan, with no other witness that we 
know of than Mr. Middleton, was this iniquitous,* dark pro- 
cedure held, to criminate the mother of the Nabob, we 
here see a scene of dark, mysterious contrivance ; let us now 
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Bee what h brought out in ijie face of open day. The attest* 
ations themselves, which you have seen on the record before 
you. They were brought out; where? there? No; they 
were brought out in another place ; they were brought out 
at Calcutta; but were never communicated to the Nabob. 
He never knew anything of the matter. Let us now see 
vhat those attestations were: your lordships will bear in 
mind that I do not advert to this thing which they bring as 
evidence in the way of imputation of its being weak, impro- 
per,” and insufficient evidence, but as an incontrovertible 
proof of crimes, and of a systematic design to ruin the ac- 
cused party, by force there and by chicane here ; these are 
the principles upon which I am going to talk to you upon this 
abominable subject, of which, I am sor^ to say, I have no 
W'ords sufficient to express my horror. No words can express 
it, nor can anything but the severity of your lordships* 
judgments find an adequate expression of it. It is not to oe 
expressed in words, but in punishment. ^ . 

Having stated before whom the evidence collected in this 
body of affidav its was taken, I shall now state who the per- 
sons Vere that gave it; they were those very persons who 
were guilty of robbing and ruining the whole country : yes, 
my lords, the verj’” persons who had been accused of this in 
the mass by Mr. Hastings himself. They were nothing less 
than the whole body oi those English officers, who were 
usur{)ing the office of farmers-gencral, and other lucrative 
offices in the Nabob’s government, and whose pillage and 
peculations had raised a revolt of the wh'ole kingdom against 
themselves. These persons are here brought in a mass to 
clear themselves of this charge, by criminating other persons, 
^d clandestinely imputing to them the effect of their own 
iniquity. 

But supposing these witnesses to be good for anything, 
supposing it fit that the least attention should be paid them ; 
the matter of their testimony may very possibly be true, 
writhout criminating the Begum ; it criminates Saadit Ali 
Khlba, the brother of the Nabob ; the word begum is never 
mentioned in the crimination but in conjunction with his, 
and much the greater part of it criminates the Nabob himself. 
Now, my lords, I will say, that the matter of these affidavitBy 
fiurg^tting who the deponents were, may possibly be true, at 
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faftaa respite Saadit Ali Khki ; but that it is utterly as im* 
probable, which is the main point and the stress of the thing, 
with respect to the Begums, as it is impossible with respect 
to the jfabob. That Saadit Ali, being a militaiy man, a man 
ambitious and aspirii^ to ^eatness, should take advantage 
of the abuses of the English government and of the discon** 
tent of the country, that he should^ say, raise a revolt against 
Lis brother, is very possible ; but it is scarcely within possi- 
bility, that the mother of the Nabob should have joinea with 
the illegitimate son against her legitimate son. I can only 
say that, in human affairs, there is the possibility of truth in 
this. It is possible she might wish to depose her legitimate 
son, her only legitimate son, and to depose him for the sake 
of a bastard son of her husband’s, to exalt him at the expense 
of the former, and to exalt of course the mother oi that 
bastard at her own expense and to her own wrong. But I 
say, that this, though possible, is grossly improbable. The 
reason why the Begum is implicated in this charge with 
Saadit Ah by the affidavits cannot escape your notice. 
Their own acquittal might be the only object of the depo- 
nents in their crimination of the latter: but the treabui^s 
of the former were the objects of their employers, and these 
treasures could not be come at but by the destruction of the 
Bourns. 

But, my lords, there are other affidavits, or whatever your 
lordships may call them; that go much further. In order to 
give a colour to the accusation, and make it less improbable, 
they say that the Nabob himself was at the bottom of it; 
amd that he joined with his brother and his motlier to extir- 
pate out of his dominions that horrible grievance, the English 
Drigade officers: — those English officers who were the farmers- 
general, and who, as we ha\e proved by Mr. Hastings’s own 
evidence, had ruined the country. Nothing is more natural 
than that a man, sensible of his duty to himself and his sub- 
jects, should form a scheme to get rid of a band of robbers 
that were destroying his country, and degrading and ruining 
his family. Tims you see a family compact naturally ac- 
counted lor. The Nabob at the head of it j his mother join- 
ing her own son, and a natural brother joining in the general 
interests of the family. This is a possible case. But is this 
the case pressed by them ? No ; they pass slightly over the 
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legitimate son. They scarcely touch upon Saadit Ali Khtx ^ ; 
they sink the only two pwons that could give probability or 
possibility to this business, and endeavour to throw the whole 
mign upon these two unfortunate women. 

Tour lordships see the wickedness and baseness of the 
oointMvance. Tn^ first, in order to keep the whole family 
in tmor, accuse the ^^ole family ; then having possessed 
ihMti^ves of the treasures of the feegums upon another pre- 
tence, they endeavouf to fix lipon them that improbable guilt 
which they had with some de^ee of probability charged 
upon the whole family, as a further justification of that 
spoliation. Your lordships will see what an insult is offered 
tp the peers of Great Britain, in producing before you, by 
way of defence, such gross, scandalous, and fraudulent pro- 
oe^ings. 

Who the first set of witnesses were which they produced 
befia^ their knight errant. Chief Justice Sir Elijah Impey, who 
wandered in search of a law adventure, I have laid open to 
your lordships. You have now had an account of the scan- 
dalous maninacture of that batch of affidavits which was in 
th^ b&dget of Sir Elijah Impey — that Pandora’s box which 
I have opened, and out of which has issued every kind of 
evil. This chief justice went up there with the death war- 
rant of the Begums’ treasures, and, for ^ught he knew, the 
death warrant of their persons. At the same time that he 
took these affidavits, he became himself a witness in this 
business : he appears as a witness. Hpw ? Did he know 
any one circumstance of the rebellion No ; he does not 
even pretend to do so. But, says he, in my travels I was 
obliged to avoid Fyzabad, upon account of the suspected re- 
bellion ^hero. Another chief justice would have gone fifty 
miles about to avoid Lucknow, for everybody knows that Luck- 
now was the focus and centre of extortion, corruption, and 
p^ulation ; and that a worse air for the lungs of a chief jus- 
tice could not be found in the w^orld. If his lungs wanted 
the benefit of pure air, be would even have put himself in 
the focus of a rebellion, to have kept at a distance from the 
smell of carrion and putrid corruption of every kind that was 
at Lucknow. 

A chief justice may go to a place where a rebeUion ia 
be may die a martyr to bis honour. But a chief jus- 
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tio« who puts himself into the focus of peculation, into the 
focus of Dribery, into the focus of everything that is base 
and corrupt, — what can we expect from him but that he will 
be engaged in clandestine jobs there ? The former might 
kill Sir Elijah Impey, the knight errant, but the chief justice 
would remain pure and entire ; whereas Sir Elijah Impey has 
escaped from Lucknow, and the chief justice is left by Mr. 
Hastings to shift for himself. 

After mentioning this violation of thja laws of hospitality 
by Sir Elijah Impey, I would ask, was any notice given by 
him, or by any of Mr. Hastings’s agents, to the Nabob, wlio 
was so immediately interested in this matter ? Was any 
notice given to the Begums that any such charge was enter- 
tained against them ? Not a word. Was it notified to the 
eunuchs ? Was it to Saadit Ali Kh^n ? Not a word ; they 
were all within their power. The eunuchs were a year in 
irons, and they were subjected to the want of food and water 
for a part of that year. They were dragged from Fyzabad 
to Lucknow, and from Lucknow to Fyzabad. During all 
that time, was there a word mentioned to them by any one 
persoh on the part of Mr. Hastings, that they were accused 
of this matter r N ot a word. 

We now submit to your lordships’ viadictive justice and 
condemnation this ^ recriminatory defence, in which every 
principle of justice has been violated ; and now I wiU ask 
your lordships whether ‘you would have sufiered such a pro- 
cedure in the case of the prisoner at your bar ? It was asked 
by a person of great authority in this House, when W'e were 
^ing to produce certain evidence against Mr. Hastings (we 
do not say whether we oflercjd to produce it properly or 
improperly, that is another matter), we were asked, I say 
whether our intentions of producing that evidence had been 
communicated to Mr. Hastings ? he had an opportunity 
of cross-examining the witnesses who had given that evi- 
dence P No, he added, that evidence must be rejected. Now 
I say to your lordships, upon the same ground, deal with the 
Begums as you dealt with Mr. Hastings. Do not keep two 
weights and measures for different persons in the same cause. 
Tou would not Bufter such evidence to be produced against 
him [ you wiU not assuredly suffer such evidence to be pro* 
duced to you in bis favour and against them. 
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My lords, tbe cause between this man and these unfortnli« 
ate women is at last come ’uto Westminster Hall. The cause 
is come to a solemn trial ; and we demand other witnesses 
and other kinds of proof than what these affidavits furnish. 
My lords, the persons who have been examined here are al* 
most all of them the same persons who made these affidavits ; 
but there is this material difference in their evidence. At 
your lordships’ bar tlJej sunk all those parts of their former 
evidence which criminated the Nabob and Saadit Ali, and 
confined their testimony wholly to what related to the Be- 
gums. We were obliged, by a cross-examination, to squeeze 
out of them the disavowal of what they had deposed on the 
former occasion. The whole of their evidence we leave to 
the judgment of your lordships, with these summaiy remarks, 
—first, that they are the persons who were to prom by their 
own vrrong r they are the persons who had seven months’ 
arrears paid to them out of the money of these unfortunate 
ladies : they are the persons who, to justify the revolt which 
they had caused in the country by their robbery, charge their 
own guilt upon others. The credibility of their evidence is 
theropjre gone : but, if it were not affected by these circum** 
stances, Mr. Hastings has put an end to it by telling you 
that there is not < no of them who is to be credited upon his 
oath ; no, not in a court-martial ; and can it therefore be ex- 
pected, that in a case of peculation they will do otherwise 
than acquit the party accused ? He has himself laid before 
you the horrible state of the whole *Bervice ; your lordships 
nave it fresh in your memories, and ripging in your ears. 
You have also heard from witnesses brought by Mr. Hastings 
himself, that these soldiers committed misdemeanours of the 
very same kind with tliosc which we have stated. They 
ought not therefore to be listened to for a moment ; and wo 
aver that it is an aggravation of the prisoner’s crimes, that 
he has brought the instruments of his guilt, the persons of 
whom he has complained as having ruined and destroyed that 
country, and whom he had engaged, at the Nabob’s desire, 
in the treaty of Chunar, to send out of the country, as being 
a nuisance in it, — to bring, I say, these people here, to crim- 
inate, at a distance of nine thousand miles, these unfortunate 
women, where they have neither attorney nor agent who can 
from local knowledge cross-examine them. He has the au* 
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dicity to bring these people here ; and in what manner they 
comport themselves when they come here your lordships 
have seen. 

There is one of them whom we cannot pass by ; that is 
Captain Cordon. The oth.er witnesses, who appeared here 
as evidences to criminate the Begums, did it by rumours and 
hearsays. They had heard some person say that the Begums 
had encouraged rebellion, always coupling them with Saadit 
Ali KhAn, and sometimes with the Nabob, because there 
might have been some probability for -their charge in the 
transactions with Saadit Ali KhAn, which, though impossible 
with regard to the Begums, they thought would implicate 
him in his designs. But Captain Gordon is to give a differ- 
ent account of the proceedings. 

Captain Gordon was one of Colonel Hannay’s under-farm- 
ers — tie w^as hunted out of the country, and, as one of the 
Begums says, pursued by a thousand of the zemindars, for 
robbing the whole country. This woman, through respect 
to the British name, that name which guaranteed her pos- 
sessions to her, receives this Captain Gordon and Captain 
Williams with every mark of kindness, hospitality, ancj pro- 
tection that could be given them. She conveys them 4»ra 
the borders to the city of Fyzabad, and from Fyzabad, her 
capital, supposed to be the nest of her rebellion, on to their 
place of destination. They both write her letters full of 
expressions of gratitude and kin«lne8s for the services that 
they bad received. They then pass on to Lucknow, to Sir 
Elijah Trapey, and there they sink every word of kindness-^ 
of any service or protection that they had received ; — or of 
any acknowledgment that they had ever made of it. They 
sink all this ; not one word of it appears in their affidavits. 

How then did wo come to tho knowledge of it ? We got 
it from Major Gilpin, who was examined in the course of 
these proceedings, and we used it in our charge, from the 
papers that we hold in our hands. Mr. Hastings has con- 
fessed the fact, and Mr. Middleton has endeavoured to slur it 
over, but could not completely conceal it. We have estab- 
blished the fact, and it is in evidence before your lordships. 

You have now, then, in this manner got these testimonials 
given by English officers in favour of these women ; and by 
tbe same means the letters of the latter accusing the former 
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axe come to your hands ; and now these same English officers 
come here with their recriminatory accusation. Now, why 
did they not make it at Lucknow? Why did not Mr, 
Hastings, when Mr. Middleton had such papers for him in 
his hands, why, I ask, did not Mr. Hastings procure some 
explanation of the circumstances whilst he was in India? 
I will read your lordships the letter, that you may not only 
know but feel the iniqiiity of this business. 

Letter from the mother of the Vizier to Mr, Hastings, received 
the ^th of Jarmary^ 1782. 

** Our situation is pretty well, and your good health is con- 
stantly prayed for. I had sent Behar Ali Kh^n to you, 
Accordingly people invented a falsehood that Behar Ali 
Khan was gone to get the deputyship of the Soubah ; and 
some personb here were saying, wherefore has she sent Behar 
Ali KMn to Calcutta, to the N aw^ab Amaud ul Dowlah ? We 
will never permit the affair to succeed : and accordingly it has 
so happened. For they say that you also have not put your 
seal to the treaty: and the people here say, why does the 
ndble la^ correspond with the English gentlemen ? On this 
account I did not send a letter at the time when you came 
this way. Nov. the state of affairs here is thus: — On the 
27th &hedja, Azoph ul Dowlah Behadur, without my 
knowledge, sent his own aumils intq my jaghire. I accora- 
ingly wrote several times to Mr. Middleton on this business ; 
that his seal was to the treaty and v/riting of discharge. 
Why did he not negotiate in my favour ? Mr. Middleton 
replied, the Nawnb is the master. 1 wrote frequently, but 
without effect. Being helpless, I represent to you the state 
of my affairs, that notwithstanding the existence of this 
treaty I have been treated in this manner. It is useless for 
me to stay here. Whatever is, is a compact ; whenever any 
one deviates from his compact, he meets with no credit for 
the future ; and the light of mine eyes, Azoph ul Dowlah, 
wrote tome that he had sent his own aumils into my jaghires, 
and would pay ready money from his treasury. Keflect on 
my security for his adhering to his future engagements, from 
the consideration of his conduct under his past promises. 
I do not agree to his ready money. Let me have my jaghire 
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to lonnerly ; otherwise, leaving this place, I will wait on you 
at Benares, and thence will go towards Shah Jehan Abad, 
because he has not adhered to his engagement. Send letteiu 
to Azoph ul Dowlah, and to Mr. Middleton, and Hussein 
Reza Kh^n, and Hvder Beg Khan, not to molest the 
Begum’s jaghire ; and to let them remain as formerly with 
the Beam’s aumils. And it is here suspected of me, that 
my aumil plundered the property of Mr. Jonn Gordon. The 
case is this : Mr. J ohn Gordon arrived at Tanda, a jaghire of 
mine, lighting with the zemindars of* Akberpoor, which 
belongs to the Khalsch. Accordingly, Mr. John Gordon 
having come to Tanda, my aumil performed whatever apper- 
tained to his duty. Afterwards Mr. John Gordon wrote 
me to send my people, that he might como with them to 
Fyzabad. I sent people accordingly to bring Mr. John Goiv 
don ; and the said gentleman arrived here in complete safety : 
and Mr. John Gordon is now present. Ask him yourself of 
these matters. Mr, John Gordon will represent matters in 
detail : the truth will then become known, how ill-founded 
the calumny is. Should you come here for a few days it will 
be very well; and if not, I will wait on you; and, your 
coming here is very necessary, that all my aHiiirs may become 
arranged. And send a npeedy answer to my letters, and a 
letter to Azoph ul Dowlah, and Mr. Middleton, and Hussein 
Kcza Khan, and lljder Beg Khun, on the subject of ceasing 
to molest my jaghircs i and scud me constantly news of 
your health, for my peace of mind depends thereon.” 

This letter was transmitted to Mr. Hastings. I desire 
your lordships will remark upon this letter, for it is a most 
important one indeed. It is hardly worth observing that all 
this correspondence came out of the viirious trunks, of which 
your lordships have already heard ; and that this letter is out 
of the trunk of INlr. Hastings’s private Persian secretary and 
interpreter, IVlr. Jonathan Scott. Now, my lords, in this let- 
ter there are several things worthy of your lordships’ obser- 
vation. The first is, tlmt this woman is not conscious of 
having ever been accused of any rebellion ; the only accusa- 
tion that (ncr came to her ears was, that Captain Gordon 
said that his baggage had been robbed by one of her aumils. 
She denies the truth of this charge ; and she produces testi- 
monials of their rood behaviour to him ; and, what is ths 
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essentia! point of ail, she desires Mr. Hastings to apply to 
this Mr. John Gordon, Oud to know from him what truth or 
Msehood there is in that accusation, and what weight there 
is in the attestation she produces. “Mr. Gordon is now 
present,** says she, ** ask him yourself of these matters.** 
This reasonable request was not complied with. Mr. Gordon 
swears before Sir Eli^h Impey to the robbc^ ; but he never 
mentions the paper h6 had written, in which he confessed 
that he owed nis life to this very lady. No inquiry was 
made into this m^ter. Colonel ilannay was then alive; 
Captain Gordon was alive, and she refers to him ; yet that 
vmy man was sworn before Sir Elijah Impey, and accuses 
his prisoner. Did the prisoner at your bar make that attest- 
ation known to the Begums, whose letter at that very time 
was in his possession in Mr. Scott’s trunk — that very letter 
in which ho is desired to make the inquiry from Captain 
Gordon ? 

Mr. Hastings is acquainted with the facts stated by the 
Begums and with Captain Gordon’s accusation. Did he 
afterwards inform her of this accusation, or did he ask this 
Captain Gx>rdon one question in India, where the matter 
might be ventilated ? Not one word, my lords ; therefore 
we fix upon him fraud, deceit, and the production of false 
evidence, after the woman had desired to have the man 
who was the evidence against her examined upon the spot. 
This he does not do, but with much more prudence he 
brings him here. And for what? To discredit his own 
testimony and the written evidence. .And how does he dis- 
credit them ? — There are two of these papers which I beg 
leave to read to your lordships. 

Copy of a letter to Jewar and Behar Ali Khan, from Mr. 
Gordon: — Sirs. My indulgent friends, remain under, &c. 
&c, &c. After compliments, I have the pleasure to inform 
you, that yesterday, having taken leave of you, I passed the 
night at Noorgunge, and next morning about ten or eleven 
o’clock, throimh jour favour and benevolence, arrived safe at 
Gooudah. Miu* Aboo Buhsh zemindar and Mur Eustum 
Ally accompanied me.” 

” To what extent can I prolong the praises of you, my 
beneficent friends ? May the Supreme Being, for this benign, 
compassionate, humane action, have you in ^ keeping, and 

VOL. vm. g 
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*ificrea8e jrour property, and speedily grant me the pleasure of 
an interview, until which time continue to favour me with 
friendly letters, and oblige me by any commands in mp power , 
to execute ; may your wishes be ever crowned with success 1 
My compliments,** <fcc. &c. &c. * 

Copy of an address from Mr. Gordon to the Begum : — 
“ Begum Saib of exalted dignity and generosity, whom God 
preserve. After presenting the usual ^ofessions of servitude, 
&c. in the customary manner, my address is presented.** 

“ Your gracious letter, in answer to tRe petition of your 
servant, from Gooudah, exalted me. From the contents, I 
became unspeakably impressed with the honour it conferred. 
May the Almighty protect that royal purity, and bestow hap ^ 
piness, increase of wealth, and prosperity. The welfare of your 
servant is entirely owing to your favour and benevolence 5 a 
few days have elapsed since I arrived at Gooudah, with the 
Colonel Saib.’* 

“ This is presented for your highness’s information, I 
cherish hopes from your generosity, that considering me in 
the light of one of your servants, always continue to exalt and 
honour me with your gracious letters. May the sun of pros- 
perity continually shine.” ® 

These acknowledgments of the Begum’s friendly disposition 
and services were concealed when the charge was made 
against this woman* at Lucknow, before Sir Elijah Impey. 

1 wish to impress this lipon your lordships’ mind ; and that 
before Mr. Iiastings left Bengal, in the trunk of Major Scott, 
his private Persian interpreter, w as this letter. Did he make 
that inquiry of Captain Gordon? No. Did he make that 
inquiry of Colonel Hannay ? Did he make any inquiry into 
the matter after his perusal of these letters ; or did he give 
this poor wonuiu any opportunity of obtaining justice against 
this Captain Gordon, who, after acknowledging that he owed 
his life to her favour, calumniates and traduces her to her 
utter destruction ? No ; he never did, and therefore he is 
chargeable, and 1 charge liiin, with everything that is wrong- 
ful in Captain Gordon’s evidence. 

These papers, w hich carr\ wdth them a clear refutation of 
all the charges against the Begums, are never once produced, 
though Captain Gordon was referred to expressly for inquiry 
and explanation of the w hole transaction, by the 'woman her* 
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self. You hear nothing of them ; there is no appearance of 
them in the affidavits ; no such papers were laid before the 
Buprei^ council ; none were transmitted to the court of di- 
rectors : but at last the House of Commons having come at 
the tAth of this matter, Mr. Hastings, not daring to deny 
the existence of these papers, brings Captain Gordon to be 
examined here, in cS'der to prove that papers which he had 
himself written were false. Is this to he tolerated ? What 
will jrour lordshijjs think of a man that comes to attest his 
own infamy, to dedare that he has written papers containing 
falsehoods, and to invalidate the false testimony which he 
had before given ? Is he to be suffered, I say, to come here, 
and endeavour to prove the absolute falsity of his own deeds 
by his own evidence ? 

The next point for your lordships’ consideration is the evi- 
dence which he produces to prove the falsity of a paper writ- 
ten by himself. Why, he himself is the sole evidence. And 
j)OW does he prove it ? Why, says he, the reason of my writ- 
ing that letter was this ; she had sent a person with me as an 
escort, and this person was desirous of receiving some proof 
that •he had done bis duty; and, therefore, I wrote a com- 
ptaisant letter. I meant nothing by it. It was written mere- 
ly to satisfy the mind of the man. Now, is that the way in 
w hich formal anC solemn letters, written upon great occasions 
to great people, are to be explained away ? If he had said 
nothing but — your servant, such a nne, has done his duty, 
— this explanation might pass. But, you see, it has another 
complexion. It speaks of his owing his* life to her. But if 
you admit that it is possible (for possibilities have an un- 
known extent) that he wrote such a letter at such a time, 
and for such a purpose, and that the letter he wrote was 
false, and that the falsity of the letter is proved by his own 
testimony, given in an affidavit, which we have also reason 
to believe is false, your lordships must at the same time admit 
that it is one of the most complex pieces of fraud and false- 
hood that I believe ever existed in the world. But it is worse 
than all this. There is another letter, written some days after, 
which I will read to you, and which he has not pretended to 
say was written only to testify that a messenger had executed 
his commission properly : — “ Your gracious letter ” (he thus 
writes), “in answer to the petition of your servant from 
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Gooodali, exalted me. Prom the contents, I became un* 
epeakably impressed with the honour it conferred.” 

Mj lends, this letter was not sent back by a messenger, in 
acknowledgment of his having done his duty ; but was writ- 
ten in consequence of a correspondence in the nature of a 
petition, for something or other, which he made to the Be- 
gum. That petition they have suppressed and sunk. It is 
plain, however, that the petition naS been sent, and was 
granted ; and therefore the apology that ij^ made for the for- 
mer letter does not apply to this letter, which was written 
afterwards. 

How then do they attempt to get rid of this difficulty ? 
Why, says Captain Gordon, “ the Colonel Saib (by whom 
was meant Colonel Hannay) was not at Gooudah, as stated 
in the letter, but at Succara, about eighteen miles from it, and 
therefore you ought not to pay much regard to this paper : ” 
but he does not deny the letter, nor was it possible for him 
to deny it. He says, Colonel Hannay was not there ; but 
how do we know wnether Colonel Hannay was there or not ? 
We have only his own word for it ; — but supposing he was 
not there, ana that it was clearly proved that he was eighteen 
miles distant from it, Major Naylor was certainly with Cap- 
tain Gordon at the time. Might not his Persian scribe (for 
he does not pretend, to say he wrote the letter himself) take 
Major Naylor for a colonel (for ho was the superior officer to 
Captain Gordon), and think him the Colonel Saib ? for errors 
of that kind may be committed in our own country. Every 
day we may take a fiaajor for a lieutenant-colonel. This was 
an error that might easily have happened in such a case. He 
was in as high rank as Colonel H^nay, for Colonel Hannay 
at that time was only a major ; I do not believe either of 
them was properly entitled to the name of Colonel Saib. I 
am ashamed, mv lords, to be obliged to remark upon this 
prevarication. Their own endeavours to get rid of tneir own 
written acts, by contradictory evidence and false construc- 
tions, sufficiently clear these women of the crimes of which 
they were accused ; and I may now ask the prisoner at your 
bar how he dares to produce Captain Gordon here — how he 
dares thus to insult the Peers — how he dares thus to insult 
the public justice of his country; after not having dared 
to inquire upon the spot of this man to whom he was re- 
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ferred by the Begums, for an account of this very trans- 
action P 

I hope your lordships have got enough of this kind of evi- 
dence. All the rest is of the same batch and of the same 
description ; made up of nothing but hearsays, except in one 
particular only. This I shall now mention to your lordships. 
Colonel Popham anil another gentleman have told you that 
in a battle with Cheit Sing’s forces, they took prisoners two 
wounded nudjeevas, or swordsmen, and that these men told 
them that they were sent there by the Begums : that they had 
got two rupees and two ivounds ; but that thi^ thought two 
rupees a bad compensation for two wounds. These two men, 
with iheir two wounds and two rupees, had however been 
dismissed. It does not appear that this accident was con- 
sidered by these officers to be of consequence enough to 
make them ever tell one word of it to Mr. Hastings, though 
they knew he was collecting evidence of the disaffection of 
the Be^ms, of all kinds, good, bad, and indifferent, from all 
sorts of persons. 

My lords, I must beg leave to say a few words upon this 
matter ; because I consider it as one of the most outrageous 
violations of your lordships* dignity, and the greatest insult 
that was ever offered to a court of justice. A nudjeeve is a 
soldier armed with a sword. It appears in evidence that the 
Nabob had several corps of nudjeeves in his service ; that the 
Begums had some nudjeeves ; and that Colonel Hannay had 
a corps of nudjeeves. It is well known that eve^ prince in 
Hindostan has soldiers of that descrifffion, in like manner 
probably as the princes of Europe have their guards. The 
whole then amounts to this ; that a story told by two men 
who were wounded in an action far from the place from 
which they were supposed to come, who were not regularly 
examined, not cross-examined, not even kept for examina- 
tion, and whose evidence was never reported, is to be a rea- 
^n why you are to believe that these Begums were concerned 
in a rebellion against their son, and deserved to forfeit all 
their lands and goods, and to suffer the indignities that we 
have stated. ^ 

My lords, I am really ashamed to mention so scandalous a 
thing ; but let us put a case, let us suppose that we had ac 
oused Mr. Hasting of instigating the &ji^ (ff Betar to frd) 
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upoli some of the country powers ; and that the evidence we 
produced at your bar to prove it wa8,4hat an officer had 
taken two nudjeeves, who declared they were instigated by 
Mr, Hastings to go into the service of that Bajah. Could 
you bear such a thing ? would you suffer such evidence to be 
produced ? or do you think that we should have so little re- 
^rd for our own reputation, as to veijtnre to produce such 
evidence before you ? Again we have charged Mr. Hastings 
with commiting several acts of violence against the Begums. 
Ijet us suppose our proof to be, that two persons who never 
appeared before nor since, that two grenadiers in English 
unifmile (which would be a great deal stronger than the 
case of the nudjeeves, because they have no particular uniform 
belonging to them), that two English grenadiers, I say, had 
been taken prisoners in some action and let go again, who 
•aid that Mr. Hastings bad instigated them to make war 
upon the Begums, would your lordships suffer such evidence 
to be produced before you ? No; and yet two of the first 
women in India are to be stripped of all they have in the 
world upon no better evidence than that which you would 
utterly reject. • 

You would not disgrace the British peerage, you woul3 
not disgrace this court of justice, you would not disgrace 
human reason itself, by confiscating on such evidence the 
meanest property o^ the meanest wretch. You would not 
subject to the smallest fine for the smaUost delinquency, upon 
such evidence. 1 will venture to say that iu an action of 
assault and battery, of ki an action for the smallest sum, such 
evidence would bo scouted as odious and contemptible, even 
supposing that a perfect reliance might be placed upon its 
trutm And yet tnis is the sort of evidence upon which the 
property, the dignity, and the rank of some of the first per- 
sons in Asia are to be destroyed ; by which a British guar- 
antee and the honour and dignity of the crown of Q-reat Bri- 
tain, and of the parliament it^lf w hich sent out this man, are 
to be forfeited. 

Observe, besides, my lords, that the two swordsmen said 
they were sent by the Begums. Now they could not be sent 
by the Begums in their own person. Ihis was a thing in 
India impossible, They might, indeed, have been sent by 
Jawar and Behar Ali Khki : and then we a^ again, how 
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came these ministers not to be called to an account at the 
time ? why were they not called upon for their muster-rolls 
of these nudjeeves ?• No ; these men and women suffer the 
penalty, but they never hear the accusation nor the evidence. 

But to proceed with the evidence of this pretended rdbel- 
lion. Captain Williams has told your lordships, that he once 
had a great numberof letters and papers to prove this rebels 
lion of the Begums. ' But he declares that he has lost all 
these letters. A search was ordered to be made in Mr Hast- 
ings’s record-office, called a trunk ; and accordingly in the 
trunk is found a paper w’orthy of such a place and such a 
cause. This letter, which has been made use of to criminate 
the Begums, has not their names mentioned, nor is there any 
possibility of their being included in it. By this paper which 
18 preserved you may judge of the whole of the papers that 
are lost. Such a letter, 1 believe, was never before brought 
as evidence in a court of justice. It is a letter said to have 
been intercepted, and is as follows ; 

To the most noble # # * ♦ # whose prosperity be ever- 
lasting, It is represented that the august Purwanah (com- 
ftand) having completed his honourable arrival on the 16th 
of the month in the evening, highly exalted me ; it is ordeiwi 
that 1 should co^irge Medeporee and the other enrolled sepoys 
belonging to my district, and take bonds* from them that none 
of them go for service to the Bajah ; and that when four 
hundred or five hundred men, nudjeeves and others, are col- 
lected, I should send them to the presence, according to th© 
order I have written to Brejunekar Shah Behemet Ulla, who 
is in Bhooaparah, charging him to take bonds from them | 
and that whatever sepoys fit for service are collected, h© 
should send to the presence. As at this time the wind is 
contrary, the sepoys will not * ’•‘' * * without travelling 
charges ; for I have learnt from a letter previously received 
&om Brejunekar Shah Behemet Ullah, that the people there 
also are badly inclined ; by the grace of God, the unalterable 
glory shall be * * ♦ * ♦ Zehan Beg and the nudjeeves who 
were in the fort of Aneelah have gone off to Gooruckpore.” 

This is a letter of somebody or other, employed by some- 
body or other for the recruiting service ; it should seem by 



^ SPEECH THE IMPBACHliBET Of 

the word ** presence,’* eomebody employed In enlisting forcei 
for the ICaboK Xhe charge against t|e Begum was, that she 
had joined wiim the rebellious rajal^ to exterminate her 
son’s government and the English inflilence in that country. 

this veiT p^er you see that the soldiers enterii^ into that 
Sfi^ce, and oracers who are to contract for soldiers, are ex- 
pressly bound not to join the rajahs ; and this they produce 
as proof that the Begums had joined the rajahs, and had 
joined them in a rebellion for the purpose of exterminating 
their son, in the first instance, and the English afterwards. 

There is another circumstance which makes their own acts 
the refutation of their false pretences. This letter says that 
the country is disaffected, and it mentions the ill-disposed 
parts of the country. Now we all know that the country 
was ill-disposed ; and we may therefore conclude this paper 
was written by, and addressed to, some person who was em- 
ployed against the persons so ill-disposed : namely, the very 
rajahs so mentioned before. The prisoner’s counsel, after 
producing this paper, had the candour to declare that they 
did not see what use could be made of it. No, to be sure, 
they do not see what use can be made of it for their cause ; 
but 1 see the use that can be made of it against their cau^. 
I say that the lost papers upon which they do so much insist 
deserve no consideration, when the only paper that they have 
preserved operates directly against them ; and that therefore 
we may safely infer, that, if we had the rest of the contents 
of this trunk, we should probably find them make as strongly 
against them as this paper does. You have no reason to 
judge of them otherwiso than by the specimen ; for how can 
you judge of what is lost but from what remains? 

The man who hid these papers in his trunk never under- 
stood one word of the Persian language, and cone€M|uently 
was liable to every kind of mistake, even though he meant 
well. But who is this man ? Why it is Captain Williams, 
the man who in his affidavits never mentioned the Begums 
without mentioning Saadit All. It is Captain Wmiams 
whom we charge to have murdered a principal man of the 
country by his own hand, without law or legtd process. It 
is Captain Williams, one of those British omeers whom Mr. 
Hastings states to be the pests of the countty^ This is the 
SMm who comes here as evidence against these women, acid 
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produces tMs inoustrou| pap^ All tiie OTideuoe they had 
produced to amou|^ to no more than thpft such a man 
leUevef such a 'man iRfor^ of sornMim t ana to close the 
whole of this hearsay account, Sir Elijan linpey, who always 
comes in as a supplement, declares that no man doubted pf 
the existence of tms rebelbon and of the guilt of the Begumii 
any more than of the fqJ)ellion of 1745 ; a comparison which, 
I must say, is, by way of evidence, a little indecorous in a 
chief justice of Indi^. 

Your lordships are sufficiently acquainted with the history 
of that rebellion to know, that when Lord Lovat was tried 
at this bar, the proceedings against him were not founded on 
second-hand hearsay. The existence of the rebellion of 
1746 was proved, notwithstanding its notoriety ; but neither 
notoriety nor proof would have signified anything, if Lord 
Lovat’s participation in it had not been brought home to him 
directly, personally, and particularly. Yet a chief justice, 
sent to India to represent the sacred majesty of the crown of 
England, has gone so far as to say at your bar, that no more 
doubt could be entertained of the existence either of the re- 
bellion or the guilt of the Begums, than of the rebellion in 
17?5, Besides, h(' forgets that he himself carried the order 
to confiscate these people’s property without any trial what- 
ever. But this is the way of proceeding by an English chief 
justice in India — a chief justice who had rendered himself 
the instrument, the letter-carrier, I4ie messenger — I had 
almost said, the executioner of Mr. Hastings. 

From this view of the whole matter, your lordships will 
form an estimate of the spirit of Indian government and In- 
dian justice. But to blow away and to put an end to all 
their fiilse pretences, their hearsays, and talks of nudjeeves 
and woimds and the like, I ask who is the first witness that 
we have produced upon this occasion P It is the Nabob him- 
self, negativing all these pretences. Did he believe them ? 
Not a word m»m him of any rebellion actual or suspected. 
Sir Elijah Impey indeed said that he was obliged to wheel 
round and to avoid that dangerous place Fyzabad. His 
fifiends urged him to this. — For God’s sake, say th^, have a 
reverend care of your sacred person ! What will become of 
the justice of India ? What will become of the natives, if 
you, their legitimate protector, should fail into the hands of ' 
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these wicked rebellious women at Pyzabad ? But although 
the chief justice does this, the Nabob, whose deposition is 
said to be the first object of this rebellion, takes leave of Mr. 
Hastings at the very moment when it is raging in the |iigh* 
est possible degree, and gallops into its veiy focus. 

And under what circumstances does he do this P He had 
brought some considerable forces him. No man of his 
rank in that country ever goes without them. He left a part 
of these forces with Mr. Hastings, notjs^ithstanding he was 
going into the centre of the rebellion. He then went on 
with a corps of about a thousand horse. He even left a part 
of these with Mr. Middleton, and galloped, attended by a few 
horse, into the very capital, where the Begums, we are told^ 
had ten thousand armed men. He put himself into their 

E ower, and not satisfied with this, the very first thing we 
ear of him after his arrival is, that he paid his mother a 
friendly visit. Thus rushing into the den of a lioness who 
was going to destroy her own whelp. Is it to be credited, 
my lords, that a prince would act thus who believed that a 
conspiracy was formed against him by his own mother ? Is 
it to be credited that any man would trust a moth^ who, 
contrary to all the rules of nature and policy, had consp^Ired 
to destroy her own son ? 

Upon this matter your lordships have the evidence of Cap- 
tain Edwards, who was aide-de-camp to the Nabob, who was 
about his person, his attendant at Chunar, and his attendant 
back again. 1 am not ’producing this to exculpate? the Be- 
gums; — for I say •yen cannot try them here ; you have not 
the parties before you ; they ought to have been tried on the 
spot ; — but I am going to demonstrate the iniquity of this 
aDominablo plot beyond all doubt, for it is necessary your 
lordships should know the length, breadth, and depth of this 
mystery of iniquity. 

Captain Edwards being asked — “Wliether he ever heard 
any native of credit and authority in the Nabob’s dominions, 
who appeared to believe the rebellion of the Begums ? — A, 
No, I never did. Q. Have you any reason to belies that 
the Nabob gave credit to it ? — A. I really cannot rightly 
presume to say whether the Nabob did or did not ; but I am 
apt to believe that he did not. Q. Have you ai^ reason, and 
n^ti to form a belief about it P — A. 1 have. I think if he 
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supposed thB rebellion ever existed at Eyzabad, he would 
have been the first person to take and give the alarm to the 
British troops* Q* And no such alarm was taken or given 
to the British troops ? — A, No, I think not ; as I was amays 
about his person and in the camp, I think I certainly must 
have known it or heard of it ; but I never did.’* 

We assure your lordships you will find upon your printed 
minutesi that Captain Edwards says he was credibly informed 
that the Nabob left ]^ehind him a part of his guard of horse ; 
and that so desirous was he to go into the power of this cruel 
lioness, his mother, that he advanced, as he is a vigorous 
man, and a bold and spirited rider, leaving all his guards be- 
hind him, and rode before them into the middle of Eyzabad. 
— There is some more evidence to the same purpose in an^ 
swer to th(' question put next to that which I read before. 

“ Q* When you did hear of the rebellion, did not you \m* 
dorstand it to have been alleged that one object of it was to 
dethrone the Nabob liiraself, as well as to extirpate the Eng- 
lish ? — A. 1 understood that the intention of the princesses, 
the Begums, was to extirpate the English troops out of the 
country and out of those dominions, and likewise to depose 
hereon, and set another son, who seems to have been a greats 
er favourite of that family, upon the throne, in the room of 
*the present Naoob, and that son’s name is Saadit AJh. 
I have only heard this from report. I have no other know- 
ledge but mere report. I understood from the report, she 
was to extirpate the English, and depose her son, who is now 
upon the throne. Q. Was it after or before the seizing of 
the treasures, that you heard a circumstantial account of the 
supposed object of the rebellion ? — A. The report was more 
general after the seizing of the treasures ; but yet there were 
reports prevailing in the neighbourhood, that our troops were 
sent there in consequence of the charge that was made by 
Colonel Hannay and some of his officers, of a rebellion exist- 
ing then at Eyzabad, or having existed, I cannot rightly say 
which. Q, Was that report after the order for the troops 
to march to Eyzabad P — A, It was more general, it was very 
general then when the troops did march there, and more 
general after the seizing of the treasures. Q, When did 
the troops first march ? — A. It was some time in the month 
of January, I believe in the year 1782, Q* While you 
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was with the J^abob in passing from Lucknow to Chunar, 
and while you was with him, or the army letuming from 
Chunar, did you then, out of the whole army fegular or irre- 
gular, ever hear of any report of the Begums being in rebel- 
Bon ? — A, No ; I do not recollect I ever md. Q. I^on cross- 
examination — do you recollect at what time in August, 1781, 
you left Lucknow to proceed with thfe Nabob to Chimar ? — 
A, No ; I cannot rightly mention the date ; all that I know 
is this, that I accompanied the Nabob,, Mr. Middleton, and 
his attendants all the way from Luc^ow to Chunar ; — 1 
really cannot recollect, I have no notes, and it is so distant 
a time since that I do not recollect the particulars of the 
month or the day ; but I recollect perfectly I ajccompanied 
the Nabob all the way from Lucknow to Chunar, and re- 
turned again with him until he struck off on the road for 
Fyzabad.’* 

Tour lordships see plainly the whole pf this matter ; when 
they had resolved to seize the Begums’ treasures, they propa- 
gated this report just in proportion to their acts. As they 
proceeded, the report grew hotter and hotter. This man 
tells you when it was that the propagation of this report first 
began, when it grew hot, and when it was in its gr^test 
heat. He tells you that not one native of credit in the 
country believed it ; that he did not think the Nabob himseljr 
believed it; and he ^ves a reason that speaks for itself^ 
namely, that he, the Nabob, would have been the first man 
to give the alarm if he believed in a rebellion, as he was to 
be the object of ifi. • 

He says the English were the principal spreaders of the 
report. It was in fact a wicked report propagated by Mr. 
Middleton and the English agents, lor the purpose of justify- 
ing their iniquitous spoliation of the Begums. 

This is the manner in which the matter stands upon the 
ground of rebellion, with the exception of Major Gilpin’s and 
HyderBeg Kh&n’s testimony. This last man we have proved 
to have been kept in his office by Mr. Hastings’s in&ence, 
and to have been entirely under his govemmopt. When 
this dependant comes to give his attestation, he gives a long 
account of aU the proceedings of Cheit Sing’s rebellion, with 
which the rebellion charged on the Begums was supposed to 
be coincident ; and be ends it very remarkably— that he teHs 
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the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. But it is also 
remarkable, that even this if/der Beg Khd.n never mentions 
by name the rebellion of the Begums, nor says that he ever 
heard a word about it : a strong proof that he did not dare, 
in the face of his country, to give countenance to such a 
falsehood. 

TSIajor Gilpin’s evidqpce leaves not even the shadow of a 
pretence for this chargA He had the Begums and their 
eunuchs under his custody for a full year ; he was strictly 
ordered to watch them and to guard them, and during all 
that time he lived at Fyzabad. He was the man who com- 
manded the troops ; who had all the witnesses in his power ; 
who had daily access to all parties at Fyzabad ; and who, 
moreover, was a person attached to Mr. Hastings in the 
strongest manner. 

Your lordships will now be pleased to hear read to you 
this part of M^or Gilpin’s evidence : — “ Q, Had you any 
opportunity of knowing the character of the Begums, and 
whether they were disaffected to our government ? — A. I had 
a very good opportunity of knowing, from the circumstance 
of my i^iaving commanded so long there ; the elder Begum, 
it was generally understood (and I have reason to believe), 
was disaffected to our government ; and my sentiments of 
«iier conduct stand recorded in my correspondence to the court 
of Lucknow to that effect ; but with respect to the Bow Be- 
gum, I acquit lii r entirely of any disaffection to our govern- 
ment, so far as comes to my knowledge ; appearances were 
for some time against her, but on cool, deliberate inquiry, I 
found there was no ground for supposing her guilty of any 
rebellious principles, at the time of Cheit Sing’s rebellion. 
Q, Whether that, according to your belief, is not your pre- 
sent opinion ? — A, I think I have answered that very fully, 
that it was upon those very principles that I did form an 
opinion of her innocence ; how far they are justifiable or 
right, I will not take upon me to say upon oath ; there was 
no one circumstance that came to my knowledge during my 
residence at Fyzabad, or my residence in India, that I would 
wish to withhold from your lordships. Q. You state here, 
upon icool, deliberate inquiry ; what was that cool, deliberate 
inquiry ?—^. That cool, deliberate inquiry was the conversa- 
tions I had iHth the ministers and the people of lysabad, 
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and the letters from herself expressing her innocence ; and 
it appeared to me from those letters that she really was our 
fnend and ally /' 

The same witness goes on afterwards to say : — “ Q. I un- 
derstood you to say, that originally the report prevailed with 
respect to both the Begums, but that you was induced to alter 
that opinion with respect to the younger Begum, in conse- 
quence of Mr. Gordon’s letters and^the intelligence of some 
of her ministers and other persons ; were not those other 
persons in the interest of the younger Begum ? — A, In ge- 
neral the town of Fyzabad were in her interest. Q. In what 
sense do you mean generally in her interest ; were the per- 
sons you conversed with merely those who were in her ser- 
vice and household, or the inhabitants of Fyzabad in gener- 
al ? — A. Both ; I held conversations with both her own body 
servants and the inhabitants of the city. [A little lower 
down in the same page.'] What do you mean by the word 
rebellion, as applied to the Begums ; in what sense do you 
use it ? — A, In raising troops and in other acts of rebellion, 
in the common acceptation of the word. Q. Against whom ? 
— A. Against the Nabob’s government and the British go- 
vernment jointly ; but I beg to know the particular tim^and 
circumstance the question alludes to. Q. I understand you 
to have said, you understood the elder Begum was in a C(]n-^> 
stant state of rebMlion ; in what sense do you use the word 
rebellion ? did you s^ the elder Begum was in a constant 
state of rebellion ? — A. I always understood her to be dis^ 
affected to the English government ; it might not be a proper 
expression of mine, the word rebellion. Q. Do you know 
of any act by the elder Begum against the Vizier ? — A. I 
cannot state any. Q. Do you kuow' of any act which you 
call rebellion, committed by the elder Begum against the 
Company? — A. I do not know of any particular circumstance, 
only it was generally supposed that she was disaffected to 
the Company. Q. What acts of disaffection or hostility 
towards the English do you allude to, when you speak of 
the convereation of the world at the time ? — A. I have an- 
swered tliat question as fully as I can, that it was nothing 
but conversation, that I knew of no particular act or deed 
myself.” 

This man then declares, as vour lordships have heaard, 
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that upon cool, deliberate inquiiy made at Fyzabad from all 
the inoabitants, he did not believe in the existence of any 
rebellion. That as to the Bow the grandmother, who 

was a person that could only be charged with it in a second- 
ary degree, and as conspiring with the other, he says, he 
knows no facts against her ; except that at the battle of 
Bnxar, in the year she had used some odd expressions 

concerning the English/who were then at war with her son, 
Sujah Dowlah. This was long before we had any empire or 
pretence to empire ih that part of India ; therefore the ex- 
pression of a rebellion, which he had used with regard to her, 
was, he acknowledged, improper ; and that he only meant he 
had formed some opinion of her disaffection to the English, 
As to the Begum, he positively acquits her of any rebel- 
lion. If he therefore did not know it, who was an active 
officer in the very centre of the alleged rebellion, and who 
was in possession of all the persons from whom information 
was to be got, who bad the eunuchs in prison, and might 
have charged them with this rebellion, and might have ex- 
amined and cross-examined them at his pleasure ; if this man 
knew nothing about it, your lordships will judge of the false- 
hood»of this wicked rumour, spread about from hand to hand, 
and which was cm^ulated by persons who at the same time 
declared th:’*t they never heard of it, before Sir Elijah 
Impey went up into the country, the messenger of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s orders, to seize the treasures of the Begums, and com- 
missioned to procure evidence in justincation of that violence 
and robbery. , 

I now go to another part of this evidence. There is a 
person they call Iloolas Koi ; a man in the employment of 
the resident, Mr. Middleton. The gentlemen who are counsel 
for4he prisoner have exclaimed, — Oh ! he was nothing but a 
news writer. What ! do you take any notice of him ? 
Your lordships would imagine that the man whom they treat 
in this manner, and whose negative evidence they think fit 
to despise, was no better than the writers of those scandalous 
paragraphs which are published in our daily papers, to mis- 
represent the proceedings of this court to the public. But 
who in fact is this Hoolas Roi, whom they represent, for the 
conyeni^zice of the day, to be nothing but a news writer P 
I will rtad to your lordships a letter from Major Naylor to 
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Oolcmel Jaques, commanding the second battalion^ 20th regi« 
ttent, 

“ Sir, — Hoolas Eoi, the person appointed by the Nabob for 
transacting the business for whi^ the troops are required 
here, will hold constant communication and intercourse with 
you ; and as he is instructed and a^uainted with the best 
method to accomplish this business, ^r. Middleton requests 
implicit attention to be paid to what he may from time to 
time represent respecting the prisoners; or the business on 
which he is employed ; in short, as he is the persop nomin- 
ated by the Nabob, he wishes Hoolas Eoi to be considered in 
the same light as if he himself was present.’* 

Mr. Middleton, in a letter to Lieutenant Francis Eutledge, 
writes thus of him ; ** Sir, — When this note is delivered to 
you by Hoolas Eoi, I have to desire that you order the two 
prisoners to be put in irons, keeping them jfrom all food, &c., 
agreeably to my instructions of yesterday.” 

You will first see in how confidential a manner Hoolas 
Eoi was employed, and in what light he was held. Inali he 
was employed to carry some instructions which do not indeed 
appear, but were accompanied by an order from Mr. Mid^^-^ 
ton. When these instructions shall come to you, to put 
these prisoners in iroijs and keep them without food,” &g. 
The Begums say, without food and water. £t cetera are 
words of large impprt — but he was “ to keep them without 
food, &c., agreeably to my instructions of yesterd^.” This 
was a pretty general warrant for sufierings. This Hoolas Eoi, 
this mere news writer, was not only intrusted with this war- 
rant, but Mr. Middleton declares him to be a person who was 
to be received there, and to represent the Nabob, and very 
justly too ; for he, Mr. Middleton, was undoubtedly the red 
Nabob of the country. The man therefore, whom they talk 
of in this contemptuous manner, in order to make sHg^t of an 
observation we made, and which 1 shall make again, and 
whom they affect to consider as a mere paragraph-monger in 
some scandalous newspaper, was a man vested by Mr. Mid- 
dleton with authority equal to that of the Nabob himself. 

Mr* Hastings not only thought him of oonsequenee enough 
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W''W» witiiess to tko severities used on the ministers of the 
Begums, but ke considered tkat ke wokld afterwards be a fit 
witness to tke rebellion. I pray your lordships to mark this 
sent for this Hoolas Eoi (who is now nothing but a 
mere paragiujdi-monger), — ^he sent for him from Eyzabad to 
Benares-^ pret^ long journey ; and at last caused him to 
be examined bemre #• Elijah Impey. He has, however, 
sunk his evidence ; a suppression which is strongly in favour 
of the Begums, and eq[Ufllly strong against their accuser. 
Here we have a man who was intrusted with all their or* 
ders ; who represented the English government ; who repre- 
sented the Nabob’s government ; this man is sent for by Mr. 
Hastings: he gives nis depositions before Sir Elijah Impey; 
and the deposition so given is not to be found either upon 
the Company’s record, in Sir Elijah Impey’s trunk, in Jona- 
than Scott’s trunk, nor in any other place whatever. The 
evidence of a witness who could speak most clearly, as pro- 
bably he did, and most decisively upon this subject is sunk. 
They suppress, and dare not produce, the affidavit of the man 
who was at the bottom of every secret of both governments. 
They ♦ had i the folly to let you know, obliquely, that he had 
been sent for by Mr. Hastings, but they conceal the inform- 
ation obtained from him ; aT»ilence more damning than any 
positive e^dence could be. You have here a proof of their 
practice of producing such evidence only as they thought 
jnost J&vouHhle to their wicked purposes, iu the destruction 
of this great. and ancient family. 

But all the English, they say, believed in the existence of 
this rebellion. This we deny. Mr. Purling, who was resi- 
dent the year before its pretended explosion, has told j^ou 
tkat be never knew of anything like a plot carrying on by 
these women. We were almost ashamed to put tne qu^atioii 
to him. Did Mr. Bristow, tke next resident, know or brieve 
ip this piot ?^ He seems, indeed, to have been induoed to 
give some oblique bints to Mr. Hastings of improper condt|ct 
on the pari/ of tke Begums, but ijfitkout stating what it wajs. 
In a lettor to Mr. Hastings, be appears to endeavourJ^o 
Ike eruel totaper of this infiexibm man, by going a 
^tk him, by admitting that he thought they ha^ jbebarm 
imprdp^ly. Wlmii Mr. Wombwell, another residmiti ii& adm 
doubted of it, he si^s, 
vait. vni_^ ' R 
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doubted of it. No one indeed who reads these papers can 
avoid seeing that Mr. Bristow did not believe one word of it 5 
no more, in fact, than did Mr. Hastings or anybody else. 

But, my lords, let us go from these inferior agents aikd 
servants of the Company to their higher officers. Did Mr. 
Stables believe it ? This gentleman was Mr. Hastjugs’s col- 
league in the council, a man of as mu^ honour, I really be- 
lieve, as ever went to India ; a faithful old servant of the 
Company, and very worthy of credit. I believe there is not 
a spot upon him during all his long service under the Com- 
pany — it any, it is his being a little too obsequious, some- 
times, to Mr. Hastings. Did he believe it ? No, he did not ; 
and yet he was one of the persons authorized to investigate 
it coolly, and most able to do so. Upon the whole, then, the 
persons who best knew the state of the country did not be- 
lieve it ; the Nabob did not believe it ; the Begums were 
never charged with it ; no OTOund of suspicion is sug^sted, 
except loose rumours and the story of two nudjeeves. Under 
these circumstances the treasures of these ancient ladies were 
seized, their property confiscated, and the Nabob dragged 
most reluctantly to this act. Yes, my lords, this poox> mis- 
erable victim was forced to viol^e all the laws of nature, all 
decency, all property ; to rob his own mother for the benefit 
of Mr. Hastings. this he was forced to do, he waa^made 
the reluctant instrument of punishing his mother and grand- 
mother for a plot of which even their accusers do not pre-k* 
tend to say tnat the parties accused had ever received any 
intimation. 

JVIy lords, in forming your judgment upon this nefarious 
prootjeding, your lordships will not fail to advert to the funda- 
mental principles, the acknowledged maxima, and established 
rules of all judgment and justice, — that conviction ought to 
> precede execution ; that trial ought to precede conviction ; 
and that a prosecutor’s information and evidence ought to be 
the preliminary step and substance of the trial. Here every- 
thing was reversed : Sir Elijah Impey goes up with the order 
ion* execution ; the party accused is neither arraigpied nor 
tried. This same Sir Elijah then proceeds to eeek for wit- 
nesses and to take affidavits, and in the mean time neither the 
Nabob, the ostensible prosecutor, nor his mother and grand* 
mother, the parties accused, knew one word of the 
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But possibly some peculiarity in the circumstances of the 
case rendered such a proceeding necessary, and may justify 
it. No such peculiarity has been proved or even aUeged ; 
nay, it is in the highest degree improbable that it could have 
existed. 3fr. Hastings had another opportunity of doing 
himself justice ; w hen an account of this business was trans- 
mitted to the court 0(1 directors, they ordered him to inquire 
into it : and your lordships ivill see what he did in conse- 
quence of this order. Tour lordships will then judge of the 
extreme audacity of the defence which he has made of this 
act* at your bar, after having refused to institute any inquiry 
into it, although he had the positive order of the court of 
directorsinand was in the place where that inquiry could be 
made effectually, and in the place where the imfortunate 
women could have an opportunity of clearing themselves, 

I will first read to your lordships an extract from the letter 
of the court of directors to the board at Calcutta ; dated the 
14fth of February, 1783. 

4.—“ By the second article of the treaty [of Chunar] the 
Nabob is permitted to resume such jaghires as he shall think 
proper, with a reserve, th^t all such jaghirdars, for the 
amount of whose jaghires the Company are guarantees, shall, 
in case of a resTunption of their lands, be paid the amount 
of the net collections through the resident. 

• 5. — “ We do not see how the Governor- General could con- 
sent to the resumption of such lands as the Company had 
engaged should remain in the hands of those who possessed 
them previous to the execution of the late treaty, without 
stronger proofs of the Begum’s defection than have been kid 
before usj neither can we allow it to be good policy to 
reduce the several jaghirdars, and thus uniting the territory, 
and the troops maintained for the protection of that territory, 
under one head, who, by that means, at some future period, 
may become a very powerful enemy to the Company. 

6.—^“ With respect to tho resumption of the jaghires pos- 
sessed by the Begums in particular, and the subsequent 
seizure of the treasure deposited with the Vizier’s mother, 
which the Gtjvemor- General, in his letter to the board, 2drd 
January, 1782, has declared he strenuously encouraged* and 
auppiHPled, we hope and trust, for the honour of the British 
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iiaMoHt that the measure appeared to be fully justified iu the 
eyes of all Hindostan. 

“ The Governor- G^eneral has informed us, that it can be 
well attested that the Begums principally excited and sup- 
ported the late commotions, and that they carried their invet- 
eracy to the English nation so far as to aim at our utter 
extirpation. ^ 

7. — “ It must have been publicly known, that in 1775 the 
resident at the Vizier* s court not only obtained from the 
Begum, widow of the late Sujah Dowlah, on the Nabob’s ac- 
count, thirty lacks of rupees, half of which was to be paid 
to the Company, but also the forbearance of twenty-six 
lacks, for the repayment of which she had securit}*- in land, 
on the Nabob*s ageing to renounce all further claim upon 
her, and that to this agreement the Company were guaran- 

8. — “We find that, on the 2l8t December, 1775, the 
Begum complained of a brc^ach of engagements on the part 
of the Nabob, soliciting your protection for herself, her 
mother, and for all the women belonging to the seraglio of 
the late Nabob from the distresses to which they were re- 
duced — in consequence whereof ^ was agreed in consultation, 
8rd January, 1776, to remonstrate with the Vizier; the 
Governor- General remarking — that, as the representative of 
our government has become an ?*gent in this business, mid has 
])ledged the honour and faith of the Company for the punctual 
observance of the conditions under w^hich the treaty was 
concluded, you had a right to interfere, and justice de- 
manded it, if it should appear that those engagements have 

; been violated. 

“ And the board at the same time resolved, — that, as soon 
as the Begum’s engagements with the Nabob, to which Mr. 
Bristow is a party, shall be fulfilled on her part, this govern- 
ment will think themselves bound to firotcct her against aay 
further demand or molestation, 

9. —“ If therefore the disaffection of the Begums was not 
a matter of public notoriety, we cannot but be alarmed for 
the efifects which these subsequent transactions must have 
had on the minds of the natives of India the only conso- 
lation we feel upon this occasion is, that the amount of those 
iaghirea, for which the Company were guarantees, k to be paid 
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through our resident at the court of the Yizier; and it very 
materially concerns the credit of your government on no ac- 
count to suffer such payments to be evaded, 

10. — “ If it shall hereafter be found that the Begums did 
not take that hostile part against the Corrmany which has 
been represented (as well in the Governor- u-eaeral’s narra- 
tive as in several docfiments therein refeired to ; and as it no- 
where appears, from the papers at present in oui* possession, 
that they excited any commotion previous to the imprison- 
ment of Eajah Cheit Sing), but only armed themselves in 
consequence of that transaction ; and as it is probable that 
such a conduct proceeded entirely from motives of self-de- 
fence, imder an apprehension that they themselves might 
likew'ise be laid under unwarrantable contributions, we direct 
that you use your influence with the Vizier, that their jag- 
hires may be restored to them ; but if they should be under 
apprehensions respecting the future conduct of the Vizier, 
and with our further protection, it is our pleasure that you 
aftbrd those ladies an asylum within the Company’s territories, 
and these he paid the amount of the net collections of their 
jaghires, agreeable to the second article of the late treaty, 
through the medium of om resident, as may be ascertained 
upon an aterage estimate of some years back.” 

• 

You see^ my lords, the directors had received every one 
of his false impressions. They had conceived an idea that, 
after the rebellion of Cheit Sing (but not before, upon his 
ow’n showing), the Begums had shown a disposition to arm. 
They here assume a false fact, which Mr, Hastings stated in 
his representation of the business to them. They assume a 
vaonety of other false facts, — they assume that the amount of 
the jaghires of the Begums was to be paid them in regular 
pensions, whereas they were totally conflscated without any 
oompensation at all. And yet, upon Mr. Hastings’s own 
showing, they found the transaction to be so dishonourable to 
the British government, that they desire him to make in- 
quiiy into it, and give redress accordingly. 

Hete then is another order of the Company, another call 
um>n Mr, Hastings, to examine to the bottom of this affair. 
The directors, after giving him credit for that enormous 
mass of falsehoods which we have proved him to have stated 
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in \a& narrative, found themselves so utterly dissatisfied, that 
they gave this conditional order to restore the Begums to 
their jaghires. Your lordships will find it in evidence upon 
your minutes, that he contumaciously disobeyed this order ; 
that he would not consent to the propositions of the council 
for inquiring into the conduct of these injured women, but 
stified every attempt that was made by others to do them 
justice. And yet he here has the efirontery to propose 
that your lordships should inquire into the business at your 
bar ; that you should investigate a matter here, which he 
refused to inquire into on the spot, though expressly ordered 
by his masters so to do. . 

I will now read to your lordships a short extracjt^from his 
own narrative of his own proceedings. It begins with re- 
citing part of a note entered by Mr. Macpherson in the 
consultations of the council, at the time when the orders of 
the court of directors, which I have just alluded to, were 
taken into consideration : — “ What the court of directors 
seem to have most at heart arc, first, that the engagement 
of the second article of the Benares treaty should be faith- 
fully fulfilled; and secondly, to guard against the future 
misconduct of the Vizier, if hesj^uld be disposed to oppress 
the Begums : • 

“ That we should^tlierefore ascertain whether the amount 
of the jaghires of tlie Begums is regularly paid to them 
through the Company’s resident ; and give them notice that# 
no future demands shall be made upon them. This the 
Governor- General might, I think, do m a letter, that would 
make the Begums sensible of their past misconduct, yet 
inform them of the lenity and gnicious intentions of the 
Company, in ordering them an asylum in Bengal, in case of 
future distn'ss.” In consequence of the foregoing opinion 
from Mr. Macpherson, the following minute was delivered 
by the Governor-General : 

“ I should gladly acquied<*e in the motion made by Mr. 
Macpherson, if I thought it possible to frame a letter to the 
Begums in any terms which should at the same time convey 
the intimation proposed by it, and not defeat the purpose of 
it, or be productive of evils greater than any whicn exist, in 
consequence of the proceedings which have already taken 
place, and which time has almost obliterated the orders of 
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tlie court of directors are conditional, they require nothing ; 
but in the event of discoveries made subsequent to the ad* 
vices which were before you on the 14th February last, in 
alleviation of the former conduct of the Begums, nothing has 
since impeared in relation to them but their refusal, or rather 
that 01 one, to fulfil her engagements for the piiyment of the 
remainder of the suir^xacted from her by the Nabob Vizier, 
in the beginning of last year. Whatever obedience may be 
due to the clear and ascertained spirit of the orders of the 
court of directors, this obligation cannot extend to points to 
which neither the letter nor evident spirit of their orders ap- 
ply. If I am rightly informed, the Nabob Vizier and the Be- 
gums terms of mutual goodwill ; it would ill become 

this government to interpose its influence by any act which 
might tend to revive their animosities, and a very slight occa- 
sion would be sufficient to effect it ; it will be to little pur- 
pose to tell them that their conduct has, in our estimation of 
it, been very wrong ; and at the same time to announce to 
them the orders of our superiors, which more than indicate 
the reverse ; they will instantly take fire on such a declaration, 
proclaim the judgment of the Company in their favour, de- 
mand a reparation of the a,c^ which they will construe wrongs, 
with such B sentence warranting that construction, and either 
accept the invitation to the proclaimed ^candal of the Vizier, 
wbica will not add to the credit of our government, or re- 
main in his dominions, but not under his authority, to add 
to his vexations and the disorders of the country by con- 
tinued intrigues and seditions : enough already exists to affect 
his peace and the quiet of his people ; if we cannot heal, let 
us not inflame the wounds which have been inflicted : 

“ If the Begums think themselves aggrieved to such a de- 
gree as to justify them in an appeal to foreign jurisdiction, 
to appeal to it against a man standing in the relation of son 
and grandson to them ; — to appeal to the justice of those who 
have been the abettors and instruments of their imputed 
wrongs ;~-let us at least permit them to be the judges oi their 
own feelings, and prefer their complaints, before we offer to 
redress them ; they will not need to be prompted : 

I hope I shall not depart from the simplicity of official 
language, in saying, that the majesty of justice ought to be 
appxoadied with solicitation, not descend to provoke or in- 
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vite it, much lesS to debase itself by the suggestion of wrongs 

and the promise of redress, with the denunciation of punish* 
ment beifore trial, and even before accusation.’* 

My lords, if, since the beginning of the world, such a pa*% 
per as this was ever before written by a person standing in 
the relation of a servant to his masher, I shall allow that 
every word we have said to your lordships upon this occasion 
to mark his guilt ought to be expunged from your minutes 
and from our charges. 

Before I proceed to make any observations upon this act 
of open rebellion against his superiors, I must beg your lord- 
ships to remark the cruelty of purpose, the hostile ^^^ing to- 
wards these injured women w^hich were displayed in this 
daring defiance. Your lordships will find that he never is a 
rebel to one party without being a tyrant to some others ; 
that rebel and tyrant are correlative terms w^hen applied to 
him, ani that they constantly go together. 

It is suggested by the directors that the Nabob is the per- 
secutor, the oppressor, and that Mr. Hastings is the person 
who is to redress the wrong ; but here they have mistdila 
the matter totally. For we hav^ proved to your lordships 
that Mr. Hastings was the principal in the persetution, and 
that the Nabob w'as.only an instrument : — “If I am rightly 
informed,” he says, “the Nabob and the Begums are on terms 
of mutual goodwill. It w ould ill become this government - 
to interpose its influence by any act which might tend to re- 
vive their animosities, and a very slight occasion would be 
sufficient to effect it.” — What animosities had they towards 
each other ? None, that we know of. Mr. Hastings gets the 
Nabob to rob his mother ; and then he supposes, contrary to 
truth, contrary to fact, contrary' to everything your lordsmps 
have heard, that the Nabob would fall into a fury if his 
mother was to obtain any redress ; and that if the least in- 
quiry into this business was made, it would create a flame in 
tile Nabob’s mind on account of the active, energetic, spirited 
part he had taken in these transactions. Therefore, says be. 
Oh ! for God’s sake, soothe the matter : — it is a green w ound, 
— don’t uncover it: — do nothing to irritate: — it will be to 
little purpose to tell them that their conduct has in our esti- 
nmtion of it been veiy wrong, and at the same time an- 
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to them the orders of our superiors, which more than 
indicate the reverse. Now, my lords, to what does all this 
amount ? First, savs he, I wiU not do them justice. — I will 
not enter upon an inquiry into their wrongs. Why ? — Be- 
cause they charge us with having inflicted them. Then 
surely for that reason you ought to commence an inquiry. 
N% says he, that wouM be telling them that our superiors 
sui^ect we are in the wrong. But when his superiors more 
than indicated suspicions, was he not bound tenmld to make 
that inquiry, for his honour and for their satisfaction, which 
they direct him to make ? No, he will not do it, because, 
hgj^e Begums would either accept the ofier of an asy- 
lum in tR??*4lompany’s territories, to the proclaimed scandal of 
the Vizier, which would not add to the credit of our govern* 
ment ; or they would remain in his dominions, but not under 
hifl authority, to add to his vexations and the disorders of 
the country, by continual intrigues and seditions. 

You see, my lords, this man is constantly thrusting this 
peaceable Nabob before him, goading and pushing him on, as 
if w^h a bayonet behind, to the commission of everything 
tbimilbase and dishonourable. You have him here declaring 
that he will not satisfy the directors, his masters, in their in- 
quiries about those acts, for fear of the Nabob’s taking um- 
brage, and getting into a flame with his mother ; and for fear 
the mother, supported by the opinion of the directors, should 
be induced to resent her wrongs. What, I say, does all this 
amount to ? It amounts to this — the Begums accuse me of 
doing them injustice ; the directors indicate a suspicion that 
they have been injured ; therefore I will not inquire into the 
matter. WTiy? — because it may raise disturbances. But 
what disturbance could it raise ? — The mother is disarmed and 
could not hurt the Nabob. All her landed estates he knew 
were confiscated. He knew all her money was in his own 
possession ; he knew she had not the means, if she had been 
disposed, to create intrigues and cabals ; — what disturbance 
then could be created by his sending a letter to know what 
she had to say upon the subject of her wrongs ? 

Jfy' says he, “the Begums Himk themselves ag^evedP 
Observe, my lords, that the institution of an inquiry is no 
measure of the Bf gums ; it is an order of the court of direc- 
taw, made by them upon his own representation of his own 
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Gusei mid H^n xiotbing else. The Begums did not dare to 
inumur. — They did not dare to ask for redress. God knows 
the poor creatures were at or about the time his prisoners j 
robbed — stmped of everything ; without hope and without 
resource. — But the directors, doing their duty upon that oc- 
casion, did condemn him upon his own false representations 
contained in that bundle of affidavitir^ upon which his coun- 
sel now contend that your lordships should acquit him. But, 
says he, are they to appeal to a foreign jurisdiction ? When 
these women were to be robbed, we were not foreigners to 
them ; on the contrary, we adjudged them guilty of rebellion. 
We sent an English cliief justice to collect materials^f^^ 
cusation against them. We sent English offiipf^^lfco take 
their money. The whole was an English transaction. When 
wrong is to be done, w^e have then an interest in the country 
to justify our acting in it ; but when the question is of re- 
dressing wrongs, when the question is of doing justice, when 
the question is of inquiry, when the question is of hearing 
complaints, then it is a foreign jurisdiction. — You are to 
suffer Mr. Hastings to make it foreign, or to make it domes- 
tic, just as it answers his purposes. — But they are to*appml 
against a man standing in the gelation of son and grandson 
to themt and to appeal to the justice of those who have been 
the abettors and instruments of their imputed wrongs. 

Why, my lords, if he allows that he is the abettor of and 
the instrument to which the directors impute these wrongs, 
why, I ask, does he, with those charges 1) ing upon him, ob- 
ject to all inquiry in the manner you have seen ? 

But the Company’s Govenior is, it seems, all at once trans* 
formed into a great sovereign — ^tho majesty of justice ought 
to bo approached with solicitation, llere, my lords, he for- 
gets at once the court of directors; he forgets the laws of 
England, he forgets the act of parliament, he forgets that any 
obedience is due to his superiors. The Begums were to ap- 
proach him by the orders of the court of directors ; he sets at 
nought these orders, an»l asserts that he must be approached 
with Bolicitatious. “ Timef says he, “ has obliterated their 
si^erings*' Oh ! what a babn of oblivion time spreads.over 
the wrongs, wounds, and afflictions of others, in the mind of 
the person who indicts those wrongs and Oppressions ! The 
oppressor soon forgets. This robbery took place in 17 ... | 
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it was in the year 1788, wbf*n he asserted that the waters of 
Lethe had been poured over all their wrongs and oppres* 
sions. 

Tour lordships will mark this insulting language, when he 
s^s that both the order of the directors and the application 
of the Begums for redress must be solicitations to him. 

\ 

[Here Mr. Burke was interrupted by Mr, Hastings, who 
baio, “ My lords, there was no order. I find a man’s patience 
may be exhausted. I hear so many falsehoods, that I must 
declare there was no order of the court of directors. Forgive 
^a^jjjjjlords. He may say what he pleases; I will not 
again coitt^^sert it. But there is no order ; if there is, read 
it.”] 


Mr. Burhe then proceeded. Judge you, my lords, what 
the insolence, audacity, and cruelty of this man must have 
been, from his want of patience in his present situation, and 
when he dares to hold this language here. Your lordships 
will reckon with him for it, or the world will reckon with 
you. • 

Mr. Hastings hr re again interrupted Mr. Burke and said, 
“ There was tio order for inquiry.” 

Mi\ Burke , — Your lordships have heard the letter read; 
I mean the letter from the directors, which I read just now. 
You will judge whether it is an order or not. I did hope 
within these two days to put an end to this business ; but 
when your lordships hear us charged with direct falsehood 
at your bar ; when you hear this wicked wretch who is be- 
fore you — 

Bronx a lord. — Order, order, order. 

JIfr. Burke. — Order, my lords, we call for in the name of 
the Commons. Tour lordships have heard us accused at 
your bar of falsehood, after we had read the order upon 
which our assertion was founded. This man, whom we 
have described as the scourge and terror of India,— this man 
gets up, and charges us, not with a mistake, an error, a wrong 
construction, but a direct falsehood ; and adds, that his pa- 
tience is worn out with the falsehood he hears. This is not 
an English court 6f j ustice if such a thing is permitted. Wu 
beg leave to retire, and take instructions from our constitu* 
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ents. He ought to be sent to Bridewell for going on in this 
manner. 

{Mr, Windham here read the letter again^ 

Mr, Burke . — With regard to the ravings of this unhappy 
man, I am sure, if I were only considering what passed from 
him to the managers in this box, a<ld knowing what allow- 
ance is due to a wounded conscience, brought before an 
awful tribunal, and smarting under the impressions of its 
own guilt, I would pass them over. But, my lords, we have 
the honour of the Commons, we have the honour of this court, 
to sustain. [Your lordships, the other day, for 
committed against a constable, who was keepiiJg the way 
under your orders, did very justly, and to the great satisfac- 
tion of the public, commit the party to Bridewell, for a much 
slighter insult against the honour and dignity of your court.! 
And I leave it therefore for the present, till your lordships 
can seriously consider what the mode of proceeding in this 
matter ought to be. — I now proceed. — 

We have read to your lordships the orders of the cfourt of 
directors ; I again say we cwisider them as orders ; your 
lordships are as good judges of the propriety of the term as 
we are. You have heard them read ; you have als6 heard 
that the council at Calcutta considered them as orders ; for 
resolutions were moved upon them ; and Mr. Stables, in evi- 
dence before you here, who was one of the council, so con- 
sidered them ; and vet this man has the frantic audacity in 
this place to assert tliat they were not orders, and to declare 
that lie cannot stand the repetition of such abominable false- 
hoods as are perpetually urged against him. We cannot con- 
ceive that your lordships will suffer this, and if you do, 1 
promise you, the Commons will not suffer the justice of the 
country to be trifled with and insulted in this manner ; be- 
cause, if such conduct be suflered by your lordships, they 
must say that very disagreeable consequences will ensue, and 
very disagreeable inferences will be drawna by the public con- 
cerning it. You will forgive, and we know how to forgive, 
tlie ravings of people smarting under a conscious sense of 
their guilt. But when we are reading documents given in 
evidence, and are commenting upon them, the use of this 
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kind of language really deseires your lordships* consider- 
ation. As for us, we reg^d it no more than we should other 
noise and brawlings of criminals, who in irons may be led 
through the streets, raving at the magistrate that has com- 
mitted them. We consider him as a poor, miserable man, 
railing at his accusers ; it is natural he should fall into aU 
these frantic ravings, l^t it is not fit or natural that the 
court should indulge him in them. Your lordships shall now 
hear in what sense Mr. Wheler and Mr. Stables, two other 
members of the council, understood this letter. 

J Vfr. W heler thus writes : — “ It always has been, and will 
to perform implicitly the orders of the court of 
directors, and 1 trust that the opinion which I shall give 
upon that part of the court’s letter which is now before us 
will not be taken up against its meaning, as going to a breach 
rf them ; the orders at present under the board’s consider- 
ation are entirely provisional. 

“ lyothing has passed since the conclusion of the agree- 
ment made by the Governor- General with the Vizier at Chu- 
nar which induces me to allow the opinion which I before 
held, as well as from the Governor- General’s reports to this 
board, as tbe<; opinions which i have heard of many individu- 
als, totally unconcerned in the subject, that the Begums at 
Fyzahad did tiike a hostile part agamst the Company during 
tjie disturbances at Benares ; and I am impressed with a 
conviction that this conduct of the Begums did not proceed 
entirely from motives of self-defence ; but as the court of 
directors seem to be of a different opinion, and conceive that 
there ought to be stronger proofs oi the defection of the Be- 
gums than have been laid before them, I think that before 
we decide on their orders the late and present resident at 
the Vizier’s court, and the commanding officers in the Vizier’s 
country, ought to be required to collect and lay before the 
board all the information they can obtain with respect to the 
defection of the Begums during the troubles in Benares, and 
their present disposition to the Company.” 

Mr. Stables, September 9th, 1783, writes thus : — The 
court of directors, by their letter of the 14th rebruary, 1788, 
seem not to be satisfied that the disaffection of the Be^ms 
to this government is sufficiently proved by the evidenoe 
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before them. ^ I therefore think that the late and present 
resident, and commanding officers in the Vizier’s country at 
the time, should be called upon to collect what further m* 
formation they can on the subject, in which the honour and 
dignity of the government is so materially concerned, and 
that such information may be immediately transmitted to the 
court of directors.” / 

When questioned upon this subject at your lordshipil* bar, 
he pves this evidence : — Q. What was your motive for pro- 
posing that investigation ? — A. A letter from the court of 
directors ; I conceived it to be ordered by them. Q. Did 
you conceive the letter of the court of directors positively 
direct that inquiry ? — A. I did so certainly at 
beg to refer to the minutes which expressed it. question 
was put to the same witness by a noble lord.] Q, The wit- 
ness has stated, that at the time he has mentioned he con- 
ceived the letter from the court of directors to order an 
inquiry, and that it was upon that opinion that he regulated 
his conduct, and his proposal for such inquiry ; I wish to 
know whether the expression at the time w as merely casual, 
or am I to understand from it that the witness has altered 
his opinion of the intention of this letter since that time ? — 
A, I certainly retain that opinion, and I wished the inquiry 
to go on.” 

My lords, you ‘see that his colleagues so understood it. 
You see that we so understood it, and still you have heard 
the prisoner, after charging us with falsehood, insultingly tell 
us we may go on as we please, we may go on in our own 
way. If your lordships think that it was not a positive order 
which Mr. Hastings was bound to obey, you wiU acquit him 
of the breach of it. But it is a most singular thing, among 
all the astonishing circumstances of this case, that this man, 
who has heard, from the beginning to the end of his trial, 
breaches of the Company’s orders constantly charged upon 
him, — nay, I will venture to say that there is not a single 
step that we have taken in this prosecution, or in observations 
upon evidence, in which w'e have not charged him wjth an 
avowed direct breach of the Company’s order — you have 
heard it ten times this day, — in his defence before the Com- 
mons he declares he did intentionally, in naming Mr. Mark- 
ham, break the Company’s orders : — it is singular, 1 say, that 
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this man shoulci now pretend to beVo sore upon this point. 
Wh^t is it now that inakc3 him bre« through all the rules 
of common decency and common propme^, and show all the 
burning of guilt, upon being accused^^ the breach of one 
of the innumerable orders wnich ho hA broken ; of which 
he has avowed the l^reaking, and attemptli to justify himself 
a thousand times in th^Company’s books fcr havmg broken P 
lords, one of bis own body, one ol tbecr>»« 2 oil, Lns 
sworn at your bar what he repeatedly dtHtfed to be his 
sense of it. We consider it as one of theNj|trongest orders 
that can be given, because the reason of the order is added 
to it ; the directors declaring that, if it should not be found 
upSlfSv/.^idry — you see, my lords, it puts the very case — if 
you do not nnd such and such things, we shall consider the 
English honour wounded and stained, and we direct you to 
make reparation. There are, in fact, two orders contained in 
this letter, which w e take to be equally strong and^ositiye ; 
and we charge him with the breach of both — namely, the or- 
der for inquiry, and the conditional order of re8torin|[ to the 
Begums their jaghires, or making satisfaction for theito j and 
in case of any apprehension of reluctance in the Nabpb, to 
bring them for security into the Company’s territories. Tte 
two la.st positive orders are preceded by the suppositionr^f 
an inquiry whiv,); w'as to justify him either in the acts ;he 
had done, or to justify him in making restitution. He md 
neither the one nor the other. We aver that he disobeym 
all these orders. And now let his impatience break oul 
again. \ 

Your lordships have seen, amongst the various pretences 
by which this man has endeavoured to justify his various de- 
linquencies, that of fearing to offend the Nabob, ^ the re- 
storation of their jaghires to the Begums, is one. Your lord- 
ships will form your own judgment of the truth or falsehood 
of this pretence, when you shall have heard the letter which 
I shall now read to you, written to Mr. Hastings by the 
Nabob himself. 

Letter from the Nahoh Vizier to Mr. Haetings^ 2^th 
February, 1782. 

“ You performed on every occasion towards me whatever 
was becoming of friendship ; I too have done whatever affect 
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ItiOH required and ydu cAnmanded, and in future also, what* 
ever may be your plfeaaj^, there shall be no deviation there* 
from, because whateve# you direct is altogether for my bene- 
fit* The business fo^ which I came to Fyzabad is oecome 
settled by your fav/ur ; particulars will become known to 
your wisdom from/ the writings of Mr. Middleton. lam 
grateful for your favours. If in thes^ matters you sincerely 
aiHMMHiiariiigs^omn^nicate it, for it will be a comfort to me. 
Having appofhfw^ my own aumils to the jaghire of the lady 
mother, I have engaged to pay her cash. She has complied 
with mv views. / Her pleasure is, that after receiving an en- 

I ould deliver up the jaghires. What is yog ^ 
\ matter ? If you command, it wili^SBfflfort 
giving her back the jaghire aftS* I have ob- 
3 ; or 1 will have it under my aumil. I am 
r pleasure.** 

18 here see the Begum a suppliant to have her 
(after entering into some engagement that 
1 required of her), and the Nabob, in a tone 
it, expressing his consent, at least, that her 
be complied with, if the command of Mr. 
be procured. My lords, in order to save your 
and that I miglrb not overload tliis business, 
i to have troubled you with any observations 
)f it ; but the charge of falsehood which the 
r bar has had the audacity to bring against u^ 
to lay it more particularly before you. We 
witli it ; but before we retire, your lordships 
to recapitulate brielly the substance of what 
has now been urged respecting his conduct towards these 
miserable women. We accuse him of reiterated breaches of 
the orders of the court of directors, both in the letter and 
spirit of them, and of his contempt of the opinions which 
his colleagues in office had formed of them. We charge him 
with the aggravation of these delinquencies, by the oppres- 
sion and ruin which they wrought upon the family or the 
Nabob, by the infraction of treaties, and by the disrepute 
which in his person was sustained by the government he 
represented, and by the stain left upon the justice, honour, 
aud good faith of tbe English nation. We charge him with 
their further aggmvatiou, by sundry false pretences sdle^^ 
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liy bim iDjuBtification of ibis conduct, the pretended reluctance 
of the Nabob, the fear of offepadine him, the suggestion of 
the Begums having forgotten and forgiven the wrongs they 
had suffered, and of the danger of reviving their discontent 
by any attempt to redress them, and by his insolent language, 
that the majesty of justice, with which he impudently invests 
himself, was only to be approached with solicitation. We 
have fiirther stated, that the pretence that he was only con- 
cerned in this business as an accessary is equally false ; it 
being on the contrary notorious that the Naboo was the 
accessary, forced into the service, and a mere instrument in 
hfe J^iands ; and that he and Sir Elijah Impey (whose em- 
ployment ir^this business we stated as a further aggravation), 
were the authors and principal agents. And we further con- 
tend, that each of these aggravations and pretences is itself, 
in fact and in its principle, a substantive crime. 

Tour lordships witnessed the insolence with which this 
man, stung to the quick by the recital of his crime, inter- 
rupted me ; and you heard his recrimination of falsehood 
against us. We again avoucli the truth of all and every word 
we have utiored, and the validity of every proof with which 
we have supported them. \Let his impatience, I say, now 
again burst •fortli -, he who feels so sensibly everything that 
touched him, and yet seeks for an act o£ indemnity for his 
own atrocities, by endeavouring to make you believe that the 
wrongs of a desolated family are, within one year, forgotten 
by them, and buried in oblivion. 

I trust, my lords, that both his prosecutors and his judges 
will evince that patience which the criminal wants. Justice 
is not to wait to have its majesty approached with solicitation ; 
we see that throne in which resides invisibly, but virtually, 
the Majesty of England ; we see your lordships representing 
in succession the juridical authority in the highest court in 
this kingdom ; but w^e do not approach you with solicitation ; 
we make it a petition of right ; we claim it ; we demand it. 
The right of seeking redress is not suppliant even before the 
Majesty of England; it comes boldly forward, and never thinks 
it offends its sovereign by claiming what is the right of all 
bi s p eople. 

We have now done with this business ; a business as atro- 
cious as any that is known in the history of mankind ; a busi- 

^voi« VIII. a 
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ness that has stained, throughout all Asia, the British chanMV 
ter, and by which our fame for honour, integrity, and public 
faith has been forfeited ; a business which has introduced us 
throughout that country, as breakers of faith, destroyers of 
treaties, plunderers of the weak and unprotected ; and has 
dishonoured, and will for ever dishonour, the British name. 
Your lordships have had all tiiis in eviJence. You have seen 
in what manner the Nabob, his country, his revenues, his 
subjects, his mother, his family, his nobility, and all their for- 
tunes, real and personal, have been disposed of by the prisoner 
at your bar ; and having seen this, you will, by the impatience 
of this criminal, estimate the patience of the unforjaiftate' 
women into whose injuries he refused to inquiry ‘Wnat he 
would not do, the Commons have done. They know that 
you have a feeling different from that which he manifested on 
this occasion ; they do not approach you suppbantly, but de- 
mand justice ; they insist that as the Commons have done 
their part, your lordships will perform yours. 

We shall next proceed to show your lordships how he 
acted tow'ards another set of women, the women of the late 
Sujah Dowlah, and for whom the directors had ordered a 
maintenance to be secured by 4n express treaty. You will 
see that he is cruel towards the weak sex, and xo all others, 
in proportion as they are weak and powerless to resist him. 

You will see, I say, when he had usurped the whole go- 
vernment of Glide, and brought it into a servile dependence 
on himself, how these women fared, and then your lordships 
will Judge whether or not, and in what degree, he is criminal. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

THURSDAY, 12th JUNE, 17^4. 


SEVENTH DAY OP REPLY. 


(Mr. Bxjeke.) 

' - Mt Lords, — When I had last the honour of addressing 
your lordships from this place, my observations were principally 
directed to the unjust confiscation and seizure of the jaghires 
and treasures of the Begums, without previous accusation or 
trial, or subsequent inquiry into their conduct, in violation 
of a treaty made with them and guaranteed by the East India 
Company ; — to the long imprisonment and cruel treatment 
of their ministers, and to the false pretences and abominable 
principles by which the prisoner at your bar has attempted 
to justify his conduct. 

The several a< Ls of viole^e and of oppression were, as we 
have shown* you ** lordships, committed with circumstances of 
aggravated atrocity highly disgraceful to the British name 
and character ; and particularly by his forcing the Nabob to 
become the means and instrument of reducing his mother 
and grandmother and their families to absolute want and dis- 
tress. 

I have now to call your attention to his treatment of 
another branch of this miserable family ; the women and 
children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah. These persons 
were dependent upon the Begums ; and, by the confiscation of 
their property, and by the ruin of various persons who would 
otherwise have contributed to their maintenance, were 
reduced to the last extremity of indigence and want. Being 
left without the common necessaries of life, they were driven 
to the necessity of breaking through all those local princi- 
ples of decorum which constitute the character of the female 
sex in that part of the world ; and, after fruitless supplica- 
tions and shrieks of famine, they endeavoured to break the 
enclosure of the palace, and to force their way to the market- 
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place in order to beg for bread. When they had thus been 
forced to submit to the extremity of disgrace and degradation, 
by exposing themselves to public view with the starving chil- 
dren of their late sovereign, the brothers and sisters of the 
reigning prince, they were, in this attempt, attacked by the 
sepoys armed with bludgeons, and driv^ oack by blows into 
the palace. 

My lords, we have first laid before you the sufferings and 
disgraces of women of the first distinction in Asia ; protected 
by their rank — protected by their sex — protected by their 
near relation to the prince of the country — protected by two 
guarantees of the representative of the British govemipen^ in 
India. We now come to another class of women who suf- 
fered by the violent misappropriation of the revenues of the 
Nabob, by which their regular allowance was taken from 
them ; and your lordships will find that this man’s crimes, 
at every step we take, ripen into guilt ; his acts of positive 
injustice arc always aggravated by his conduct with regard to 
the consequences of them, and form but a small part in the 
mass of oppression and tyranny which we have brought before 
you. 

My lords, the unjust seizure (ft‘ the jagh ires and treasures 
of the Begums, out of which those women were Vnaint^ed, 
reduced them to a state of indigence, and exposed them not 
only to the sufferings wdiieh bt'long to the physical nature of 
man, but also to the indignities whi(,*]i particularly affected 
their sex and condition. But before 1 proceed, I will beg 
leave to restate to your lordships and recall to your memory 
who these women were. The Nabob Sujah Bowlah had but 
one legitimate wife ; though the Mahomedan law admits of 
this number’s being extended in certain cases even to four — 
yet it is for the most part held disreputable, especially when 
a person is married to a woman of the first distinction, to 
have more than one legitimate w ife. Upon looking into the 
Hedaia, your lordships will see w ith what (extreme rigour for- 
nication is forbidden ; but we know that persons of high rank, 
by customs that supersede both religion and laws, add to the 
number of their wives, or substitute in their room wives of a 
subordinate description, and indulge themselves in this license 
to an unlimited degree ; you will find in Chardin’s IVavels, 
where be treats of the subject of marriage, that such is the 
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custom of all the i)rince« of the East. The wires of this 
subordinate class, tuough they are in reality no better than 
concubines, and are subject to the power and caprices of their 
lords, are yet allowed in the eye of the severest moralists to 
have some excuse for their frailty and their w^eakness ; and 
they accordingly alw^ s do find a degree of favour in this 
world, and become the object of particular protection. 

We know that Sujah ul Dowlan was a man unquestionably 
in his manners very licentious with regard to women, that he 
had a great number of these women in his family ; and that' 
his women and the women attendant upon the persons of his 
favourites had increased to a very great number. We know 
that his SOUP amounted to tw’enty ; or according to Mr. Hast- 
ings’s own accoiuit to nineteen. Montesquieu supposes that 
there are more females born in the East than in the West. 
But he says this upon no good ground. We know by better 
and more regular information concerning this matter, that the 
birth of males and females in that country is in the same 
proportion as it is here ; and therefore if you suppose that he 
nad twentv sons, you may suppose he had about nineteen 
daughters. By the customs of that country all these sons 
and daughters w re consideVd as persons of eminent distinc- 
tion, though inferior to the legitimate children ; assuming 
the rank of the r father, w ithout considering the rank w^hich 
their mothe»' held. All these wives wuth their children, and 
all their female servants and attendants, amounting in the 
whole to about eight hundred persons, w^ere shut up in what 
they call the Kliourd Mhal, or lesser palace. This place is 
described by one of the witnesses to be about as large as St. 
James’s Square. Your lordships have been told that in other 
cirtmmstanccs, as well as this, these women were considered 
as objects of a ^eat degree of respect, and of the greatest de- 
gree of protection. I refer your lordships to the treaty by 
which their maintenance was guaranteed by the English go- 
vernment. 

In order to let your lordships see that T state nothing to 
you but what is supported not only by general history, which 
18 enough to support an account of general manners, but by 
the particular and peculiar opinions of a person best informed 
of the nature of the case, I will refer you to the Nabob him- 
»elf; for undoubtedly the Nabob of Oude, the Vizier of the 
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empire, the suhadar of the country, was most likely to be the 
best judge of what respect was due to the women of his 
father’s lamily. I will therefore read to your lordships, from 
his own letters, what the Nabob’s opinion was upon this sub- 
ject. 

Extract of a letter from the Vizier, received 23rd of August, 
1782 : — “ 1 never found resource equal to the necessary ex- 
penses. Every year by taking from the ministers and selling 
the articles of my Harkhanna, I with great distress transacted 
the business ; but I could not take care of my dependants, 
so that some of my brothers, from their difficulties, arose and 
departed ; and the people of the Klhourd Mhal^f the late 
Nawab, who are all my mothers, from their distresses are re- 
duced to poverty and involved in difficulties ; no man of 
rank is deficient m the care of his dependants, in proportion 
to his ability.” 

Another letter from the Vizier, received the 31st July, 
1784 : — “ My brother, dear as life, Saadit Ali Kh^n, lias re- 
quested that I would permit his mother to go and reside with 
him; my friend, all the mothei6 of my brothers and the 
women of the late Nawab, whom I respect as my o'^ mothers, 
are here, and it is incumbent upon me to support theiri ; ac- 
cordingly I do it, and it is improper that they should be 
separated, nor do I approve it. jBy God’s blessing and your 
kindness, I hope that all the women of tiie late Nawab may 
remain here ; it is the wish also of my grandmother and my 
mother that they should.” 

Your lordships now see in what degree of estimation the 
Nabob held these women. He regarded the wives of bis 
father as his honorary mothers ; ho considers their children 
as his brethren ; he thinks it would be highly dishonourable 
to his government, if one of them was taken out of the 
sanctuary in which they are placed, and in which, he says, 
the great of the country are obliged to maintain their de- 
[)en(£mt8. This is the account given by the person best 
acquainted with the usages of the country, best acquainted 
with his own duties, best acquainted with his own wishes. 

Now, my lords, you will see m what light another persooi 
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tlie agent of a trading Company, who designates himself 
under the name of Majesty, and assumes other great distinc- 
tions, presumes also to consider these persons ; and in what 
contempt he is pleased to hold what is respected and what 
is held sacred in that country. What I am now going to 
quote is from the prisoner’s second defence. For I must 
remind your lordshipS, that Mr. Hastings has made three de- 
fences ; one in the House of Commons, another in the lobby 
of the House of Commons, and a third at your lordships* bar. 
The second defence, though delivered without name, to the 
members in the lobby of the House of Commons, has been 
proved at your loraships’ bar to be written by himself 
This lobby^this out-of-door, defence militates in some re- 
spects, as your lordships will find, with the in-door defence ; 
but it piobably contains the real sentiments of Mr. Hastings 
himselt, delivered with a little more freeness when he gets 
into the open air, like the man who was so vain of some silly 
plot he had hatched, that he told it to the hackney coachman, 
and every man he met in the streets. 

He says, Begums are the ladies of an Eastern prince, but 
these women are also styled the ladies of the late Vizier, and 
their sufferings ])ainteAin such strong colours, that the 
unsuspectiifg reader is led to mix the subjects together, and 
to suppose that these latter too w^ere princesses of Oude ; 
that all .their sufferings proceeded from some act of mine, or 
- had the sanction of my authority or permission. The fact 
is, that the persons of the Khourd Mahl (or little seraglio) 
were young creatures, picked up wherever youth and beauty 
could be foutid, and mostly purchased from amongst the most 
necessitous and meanest ranks of the people, for the Nabob’s 
pleasures.” In the in-door defence, he says, “The said 
women, who were mostly persons of low condition, and the 
said children, if any such there were, lived in the Khourd 
Mahl, on an establishment entirely distinct from the said 
Begums.” 

My lords, you have seen what was the opinion of the 
Nabob, who ought to know the nature and circumstances of 
his father’s palace, respecting these women ; you hear what 
Mr. Hastings’s opinion is : and now the question is, whether 
your lordships will consider these women in the same light 
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in which the person does who is most nearly connected with 
them, and most likely to know them, or in the way in which 
Mr. Hastings has thought proper within doors and without 
doors to describe them, luour lordships will be pleased to 
observe, that he has brought no proof whatever of facts, which 
are so boldly asserted by him in defiance of proof to the con- 
trary, totally at variance with the lette/ of the son of the man 
to whom these women belonged. Your lordships, I say, will 
remark, that he has produced not one word of evidence, either 
wdthiu the House of Commons or the House of Peers, or in the 
lobby, or anywhere else, to verify any one word he has said. 
He shinders these women, in order to lessen that compassion 
which your lordships might have for the sufiering^he inflicted 
upon them. But admitting that some of these w^omen were 
of a meaner condition, and that they derived nothing from their 
connexion with the dignity of the person by whom they had 
children (and w^e know that in tlie whole thej amount to 
about fourscore children, the Nabob having a race like the 
patriarchs of old, as many great persons in that part of the 
world still have), — supposing, I say, all this to be true; yet 
when persons are reduced from ease and affluence to misery 
and distress, they naturally excite in the mind a greater 
degree of compassion by comparing tht circuift stances in 
which they once jitood, with those into which they are 
fallen ; for famine, degradation, and oppression were, famine, 
degradation, and oppression to those persons, even though 
they were as mean as Mr. Hastings chooses to represent 
them. But I hope, as you will syrnpathij'.e with the great 
on account of their condition, that you will sympathize with 
all mankind on the ground of tlu' common condition of hu- 
manity, which belongs to us all ; tberelore 1 hope your lord- 
ships will not consider the calumny of Mr. Hastings against 
those women as any other than as an aggravation of his 
offence against them. That is the light in w hich the House 
of Commons considered it ; for they had beard both his in- 
door and out-door defence, and they still persevered in 
making the charge, and do persevere in making it still. 

We have first stated what these women were ; in what 
lij^ht they stood with the Nabob ; in what light they stood 
with the country at lar^. I have now to state in what light 
they stood with the British government, previous to this m* 
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THsion of their rights ; and we will prove they were the actual 
subjects of a guarantee by the Company. 

Extract from an agreement made by Mr. Middleton, to all 
the particulars of which he engages to procure a treaty from 
the Nabob Azoph al Dowlah alter his arrival, and that he 
\vdll also sign it, as follows : — 

“ First, that whenever the Begum shall choose to go to 
Mecca, she shall be permitted to go.” 

“ Second, that when the Nabob shall arrive, I (Mr. Mid- 
dleton) will procure suitable allowances to be made to the 
ladies of the zenana and the children of the late Nabob 
Sujah ul D(^vlah, and take care that they are paid.” 

“ Third, that the festivals (shaddee) and marriages of the 
children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah shall be at the 
disposal of the Begum ; whenever she thinks proper she 
shall marry them ; and whatever money shall be necessary 
for these expenses shall be paid by the Nabob.” 

Fourth, that the Syer of Coda Gunge and Ally Gunge 
shall be retained by the Begum as heretofore.” 

“ Fifth, that 1 (Mr. Middleton) will, upon the arrival of 
the Nabob, procure Vizier iClunge and the garden of Sepoy 
dand Khan,* or their equivalent, for the Begum.” 

“ Sixth, that J (Mr. Middleton) will endeavour to obtain 
from the Nabob the sum of 1,150,000 rupees on account of 
•the purchase of Metchee Bohaun, and the house of Sahebjee, 
and the fort of the Gossim, with the land and garden and 
the barraderry on the banks of Goomply, and bazaar and 

f arden of the house of Mahnarain and tne house of Beng 
^eofand at Lucknow ; all of which the Nabob Azoph ul 
Dowlah has assumed possession of.” 

“ Seventh, that I will settle with the Nabob the allow- 
ances to be made in ready money to the ladies of the zenana 
and others specified, in the following amount ; Total, 17 
lacks, 250 rupees per month.” 

“ Eighth, upon the arrival of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah 
Bahadre, I will endeavour wdth all my influence to settle the 
monthly allowances of Mohrum Ally Khan and Mahmud 
Eltifant Khan, &c., the attendants of the Begums.” 

“ Ninth, that if the Begum shall go to Mecca, she shall 
leave her mahals and jaghires to the Begum, the mother of 
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Azo^ td Dowlah, who shall remit the revenues thereof to 
the Burree Begum ; no one shall prevent her enjoying her 
jaghires.’* 

Now, my lords, we will read the copy of an engagement 
under the seal of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah, and under 
the seal and signature in English of fir. Middleton, as fol- 
lows : 

First, I, who am the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah Bahadre, 
do agree, that the jaghires and the ginges and monthly al- 
lowance of the officers and servants, and of the ladies oi the 
zenana, and of tiiose specified in the accounts annexed, shall 
be at the disposal and under the management aij^ authority 
of the Begum, and no one shall oppose or prevent it ; this I 
will punctually observe. In this agreement Mr. Middleton 
and ^e English are engaged.” 

“ Second, whenever the Begum may choose to go to Mecca 
I will not oppose it.” 

“ Third, wnenever the Begum should go to Mecca, she 
shall leave her lauds, jaghires, either m the care of my 
mother or of mo ; and I will procure bills for the amount of 
their revenues, and send them her : no one slmll oppose 
this.” • 

“ Fourth, the Begum shall have autliority over all the 
ladies of her zenana, she shall let them remain with me, and 
not let them go anywhere without my permission, or keep - 
them with her.” 

“ Fifth, the jaghires Coda Gunge and Ally Gunge, Ac., 
with the mahal and syer belonging to tlie Begum and made 
over, shall remaiu us heretofore in her possession. Total, 
14,460 rupi^es per month.” 

Eighth, the Begum has authority over the ladies and at- 
tendants of the zenana ; neither myself nor any one else will 
oppose it.” 

“ Ninth, the Begum (my grandmother) shall have the au- 
thority in all fi'stivals, and in the marriage of the children 
of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and with the consent of 
my mother and myself, shall regulate them ; excepting in 
the festivals (shaddee), the authority is mine.” 

“ The English are guarantees to the above engagements, so 
long as the Begum shall exist.” 
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Tour lordships will observe something here worthy of your 
notice. Tou will first perceiYe, that the very treaty in which 
Mr. Hastings, by his representative, Mr. Middleton, was a 
party concerned, supposes that the N abob Sujah ul Dowlah had 
other children besides the reigning prince by his sole legiti 
mate wife ; and yet M^j*. Hastings in his defence has thought 
proper, with a full knowledge of that circumstance, to doubt 
whether there were any other children. You next see, that 
these women have Mr. Middleton’s (that is, Mr. Hastings’s) 
guarantee for the allowances which are made and settled upon 
them, and for the maintenance of their attendants, for the 
security and enjoyment of their own possessions, for their 
having a la\% officer of high rank, a moulavre of their own. 
In short, there is a regular establishment formed for all 
these women ; they are not separated as a part distinct from 
the Begums ; but they are put, by this very guarantee, entirely 
under their management ; the maintenance of the children is 
secured, the whole order and economy of their establishment 
is delivered entirely to the Begum the grandmother and the 
Be^ra the mother of the Nabob. 

My lords, you see that sdl these arrangements have the 
solemn guarantee of the Company, and that these women 
form a very considerable part of that guarantee; and therefore 
vour lordships will not treat their sufferings, inflicted in vio- 
lation of the Company’s own settlement and guarantee, as a 
•matter of no consideration for you. But to proceed — 

We have proved to your lordships that the Nabob was re- 
duced to a state of the greatest possible misery and distress ; 
that his whole revenue was sequestered into the hands of 
Mr. Hastings’s agents ; and that by the treaty of Chunar he 
was to be relieved from the expense of a body of troops, with 
w hich he had been burdened without his own voluntary con- 
sent ; nay more, the temporary brigade which Mr. Hastings 
proposed to take off, but kept on ; which he considers not only 
as a great distress to his finances, but a dreadful scourge and 
calamity to his country ; there was a whole pension list upon 
it, with such enormous pensions as £18,000 a year to Sir 
Eyre Coote, and other pensions that Mr. Hasting proposed 
to take off, but did not. That in proportion as the Nanob’s 
distress increased, Mr. Hastings’s demands increased too ; he 
was not satisfied with taking from him for the Company, but 
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He took from him for himself ; he demanded £600,000 as a 
loan, when he knew he had neither money nor credit. 

The consequence of tliese acts of violence was, that these 
people, besieged by the English troops, and deprived of every 
resource, even of the funds of charity, by which the protect- 
ors of the family, male and female, might have relieved them, 
but which the cruel rapacity of Mr. Hastings had either en- 
tirely taken away or greatly diminished, were reduced to 
the last extremity of distress. 

After the length of time which has elapsed since we first 
brought tliese matters, with their proofs, I shall beg leave, 
before you go to judgment, to refresh your memory with a 
recital of a part of that evidence, in order that y^ur lordships 
may again fully and distinctly comprehend the nature and 
extent of the oppression, cruelty, and injustice committed by 
Mp. Hastings, and by which you may estimate the punish- 
ment you will indict upon him. 

Letter from Captain Leonard Jaques to Richard Johnson^ Lsq.f 
Resident at the Vizier's Court; March ijth, 1782. 

Sir, — The women belonging to the Kbourd Mabl com- 
plain of their being in want oPevery necessary of life, and 
are at last drove to that di^sporation, that they*at night get 
on the top of the ^penana, make a great disturbance, and last 
night not only abused the sentinels posted in the gardens, 
but threw dirt at tiieni ; they threatened to tlirow^ themselves- 
from the walls of the zenana, and also to break out of it. 
Humanity obliges me to acquaint you of this matter, and to 
request to know if you have any direction to give me concern- 
ing it. I also beg leave to acquaint you, I sent for Latafiit 
Ali Kh^tn, the cojah who has the charge of them, who in- 
formed me their complaint is well grounded, that they have 
sold everything they had, evt'u to the clothes from their backs, 
and now havt' no means of existing ; enclosed, I transmit 
you a letter from Monatall ou the subject.’* 

Letter from Captain Jaques to Rickard Johnson^ Esq* ; 

March Ith, 1782. 

** Sir, — I beg leave to address you again concerning the 
women in the Khourd Mahl ; their behaviour last night was 
so furious, that there seemed the greatest probability of their 
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proceeding to the utmost extremities, and that they would 
either throw themselves from the walls, or force the doors of 
the zenana. I have made every inquiry concoming the 
cause of their complaints, and find from Lataffit Ali IGi&n 
that they are in a starving condition, having sold all their 
clothes and necessaries, and now have not wherewithal to 
Support nature ; and as my instructions are quite silent upon 
this head, should be glad to know how to proceed in case they 
were to force the doors of the zenana ; as I suspect it will 
happen, should no subsistence be very quickly sent to them.” 

Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow, Esq., Besident 
at the Court of Lucknow ; October, 1782. 

“Last ni^t, about eight o’clock, the women in the 
Khourd Mahl zenana, under the charge of Latafht Ali Kh&n, 
assembled on the tops of the buildings, crying in a most la- 
mentable manner for food ; that for the last four days they 
had got but a very scanty allowance, and that yesterday they 
had got none. The melancholy cries of famine are more 
easily imagined than described ; and from their representa- 
tions, I fear that the Nabob’s agents for that business are very 
inattentive. I therefore th^ik it requisite to make you ac- 
quainted with the circumstance, that his excellency the Na- 
bob may cause ms agents to be more circumspect in their 
conduct to these poor, unhappy women.” 

Letter from Mr. Bristow to Major Gilpin ; Eyzabad, 

^th November, 1782. 

“ Sir, — I have received your letters of the 12th, 19th, 
27th, and 30th ultimo. I communicated the contents of that 
of the 30th to the minister, who promised me to issue orders 
for the payment of a sum of money to relieve the distress of ^ 
the Khourd Mahl. I shall also forward a bill for 10,000 ru- * 
pees to you in the course of three or four days ; and if in 
the mean time you may find means to supply to the amount 
of that sum, I will become personally responsible to you for 
the repayment.” 

Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow, Esq., at the 
Court of Zni^now ; Eyzabad, \fjth November, 1782. 

“Sir, — The repeated cries of the women in the Khourd 
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Mi^l zenaiia for subsistence bave been truly melancholy. 
They beg most piteously for liberty, that they may earn 
their daily bread by laborious servitude, or be relieved from 
their misery by immediate death. In consequence of their 
unhappy situation, I have this day taken the liberty of draw* 
ing on you in favour of Eamnarain at ten days’ sight for 
twenty son Kerah rupees, ten thousand of which I have paid 
to Coia* Lataffit Ali Khan, under whose charge that zena- 
na is/* 

These, my lords, are the state of the distresses in the 
year 1782 ; and your lordships will see that they continued 
almost, with only occasional reliefs, during th^eriod of that 
whole year. Now we enter into the year 178^ to show you 
that it continued during the whole time ; and then I shall 
make a very few remarks upon it. 

I will now read to your lordships a part of Mr. Holt’s evi- 
dence, by which it is proved that Mr. Hastings was duly 
advertised of all these miserable and calamitous circum- 
stances : — Q. "Whether you saw a letter of intelligence from 
Fyzabad, containing a relation of the treatment of the 
women in the Khourd Mahl?-/4. Yes, I did, and translated 
it. Q. From whom did it come? — A. HoolasHoi. Q. Who 
was he? — A. An agent of the resident at Fyzabad, employed 
for the purpose ol* transmitting information to the resident. 
Q. Was that paper transmitted to Mr. Hastings ? — A. To the 
best of my recollection it was transmitted to the board, after 
I had attested it. Q. Do you remember at what distance of 
time after the receipt of the intelligence respecting the dis- 
tresses of the Khourd Mahi, that paper was transmitted to 
Calcutta? — A. I cannot say. Q, Do you believe it was 
transmitted within ten months after tne time it was re- 
ceived? — A. I understood it to be a letter received just before 
it was transmitted. Q. Then you understand it was trans- 
mitted as soon as received ? — A. Yes, in the course of three 
days. Q. Can you bring to your mind the time at which the 
tr^islation was made ? — A. To the best of my recollection it 
was in January, 1784. Q. Whether the distresses that had 
been complained of had ceased for above a twelvemonth be- 
fore the distresses of the Khourd Mahl ? — A, I understood 
they were new distresses. Q. Then you state that that 
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account, transmitted in 1784, was, as you unoerstand, an 
account of new distresses I— Yes.’* 

I shall now refer your lordships to page 899 of your printed 
minutes : — [The managers for the Commons acquainted the 
House that they would next read the paper of intelligence 
which had been authenticated by Mr. Holt, in his evidence 
at the bar, relative to the miserable situation of these women, 

which they meant to bring home to Mr. Hastings :] An 

extract of a consultation of the 17th February, 1784. — At a 
council; present, the Honourable Warren Hastings, Esq., 
Governor-General, President; Edward Wheler and John 
Stables, Esqrs., Mr. Macpherson absent from the presidency 
for the benefit of his health : The following letter and its 
enclosures ^ere received from Mr. Bristow on the 8th instant, 
and circulated, — “ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, — I have 
the honour to forward for your further information the 
enclosure ISo. 3; it contains a relation of the hardships 
endured by the ladies of the late Vizier Zenana.” — Signed, 
John Bristow. 

Translation of a T a/per of intelligence from Fgzahad. 

** The ladies, their attendants, and servants were still as 
clamorous as last night; Lataffit, the daroga, went to them, 
and remonstrated with them on the imprbpriety of their con- 
duct, at the same time assuring them that in a few days all 
their allowances would be paid, and should that not be the 
case, he would advance them ten days’ subsistence upon con- 
dition that they returned to their habitations ; none of them 
however consented to his proposal, but were still intent upon 
making their escaj>e through the bazaar, and in consequence 
formed themselves in the following order; — The children in 
the front, behind them the ladies of the seraglio, and behind 
them again their attendants ; but their intentions were frus- 
trated by the opposition which they met with from Lataffit’s 
sepoys. The next day Latafl&t went twice to the women, 
and used his endeavours to make them return into the zenana, 
promising to advance them 10,000 rupees, which, upon the 
money being paid down, they agreed to comply with ; but 
night coming on, nothing transpired. 

“ On the day following, their clamours were more violent 
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fltttai usual ; Lataffit went to confer with them on the buri* 
ness of yesterday, offering the same terms ; depending upon 
the fidelity of his promises, they consented to return to their 
apartments, which they accordingly did, except two or three 
01 the ladies, and most of their attendants ; Lataffit went 
then to Hoshmund Ali Khan, to consult with him al^ut 
what means they should take ; they came to a resolution of 
driving them in by force, and gave orders to their sepoys to 
beat any one of the women who should attempt to move 
forward. The sepoys accordingly assembled, and each one 
bein^ provided with a bludgeon, they drove them, by dint of 
beating, into the zenana. The women, seeing the treachery 
of Lataffit, proceeded to throw stones and bricks ^ the sepoys, 
and again attempted to get out ; but finding that impossible 
from the gates being shut, they kept vip a continual discharge 
till about twelve o’clock, when finding their situation despe- 
rate, they returned into the Rung Mahl, and forced their way 
from thence into tlie palace, and dispersed themselves about 
the house and gardens. After this they were desirous of 
getting into the Begum’s apartments, but she, being apprized 
of their intentions, ordered the dm)rs to be shut. In the mean 
time Lataffit and Hoshmund Ali^Khan posted justices to se- 
cure the gates of the lesser Mahl. During the whole of this 
conflict, the ladies and women remained exposed to the view 
of the sepoys. 

“ Tho Begum then sent for Lataffit and Hoshmund Ali 
Khan, whom she severely reprimanded, and insisted upon 
knowing the cause of this infamous behaviour. They pleaded 
in their defence the impossibility of helping it, as the treat- 
ment the women had met with liad t>nly been conformable to 
his excellency the Vizier’s orders The Begum alleged tbat^' 
even admitting that the Nabob had given these orders, they 
were by no means authorized in this manner to disgrace the 
family of Sujah Dowlah ; and should they not receive their 
allowances lor a day or tw'o, it could be of no great moment; 
what had passed was novv at nn end ; but that the Vizier 
should ce'rtainly be ac‘quaiiited with the w hole of the affair, 
and that whatever he ilirected she should implicitly comply 
with. The Btf'gum then sent for two of the children who 
were wounded in tfie at! ray of last night, and after endeavour- 
ing to soothe them, she again sent to Lataffit and Hoshmund 
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All Khlbi, and in the preBence of the children again expres^ 
her disapprobation of theii conduct, and the improbability of 
Aeoph uLDowlah’s suffering the ladies and children of Sujah 
Dowlah to be disgraced by being exposed to the view of the 
sepoys; upon which Lataffit produced the letter from the 
Nabob, representing that he was amenable onlj to the order 
of Ks excellency, and that whatever he ordered it was his dutv 
to obey ; and that had the ladies thought proper to have re- 
tired quietly to their apartments, he would not have used the 
means he had taken to compel them. The Begum again 
observed, that what had passed was now over. She tnen 
gave the children 400 rupees and dismissed them, and sent 
w^ord by Sunrud and the other eunuchs, that if the ladies 
would peacaibly retire to their apartments, Lataffit would 
supply them with 3000 or 4000 rupees for their present ex- 
penses, and recommended them not to incur any nirther dis- 
grace ; and that if they did not think proper to act agreeably 
to her directions, they would do wrong. The ladies fol- 
lowed her advice, and about ten at night went back to the 
zenana. The next morning the Begum waited upon the 
mother of Sujah Dowlah, and related to her all the circum- 
stances of the disturbance.^. The mother of Sujah Dowlah 
returned for^nswtrj that after there being no accounts kept 
by crores of revenue, she was not surprised that the family 
of Sujah Dowlah, in their endeavours to procure subsistence, 
should be obliged to expose themselves to the meanest of 
Ihe people. After bewailing their misfortunes and shedding 
many tears, the Begum took her leave and returned home.** 

As a proof of the extremity of the distress which reigned 
in the Knourd Mahl, your lordships have been told that 'mese 
women must have perished through famine, if their gaolers, 
<CaptaiD Jaques and Major Gilpin, had not raised money upon 
their, own credit, and supplied them with an occasional relief. 
And therefore w hen they talk of his peculation, of his taking 
but a bribe here and a bribe there, see the consequences of 
his system of peculation, see the consequence of a usurpation 
w*hicn extinguishes thi; natural authority of the country, see 
the consequences of a clandestine correspondence that does 
Dot let the injuries of the country come regularly before the 
authorities in Oude, to relieve it ; consider the whole maao 

voi, nti. T 
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of cxime&i and then consider the sufferings that hare* arisen 
ix: consequence of it. 

My lords, it was not corporal pain alone that these miser- 
able women suffered. The unsatisfied cravings of hunger 
and the blows of the sepoys’ bludgeons could touch only the 
physical part of their nature. But, my lords, men are made 
of two parts, the physical part and tne moral. The former 
he has m common with the brute creation. Like theirs, our 
corporal pains are very limited and temporary. But the 
sufierings which touch our moral nature have a wider range, 
and are infinitely more acute, driving the sufierer sometimes 
to the extpemities of despair and distraction. Man, in his 
moral nature, becomes, in liis progress through life, a creature 
of prejudice — a creature of opinions — a creatiire of habits, 
and of sentiments growing out of them. These form our 
second nature, as inhabitants of the country and members of 
the society in which Providence has placed us. This sensi- 
bility of our moral nature is far more acute in that sex which 
I may say, without any (jompliinent, forms the better and 
more virtuous part of mankind, and which is at the same 
time the least protected from the insults and outrages to which 
this sensibility exposes them, ^his is a new source of feel- 
ings that often make corporal distr(‘ss doubly fek ; and it has 
a whole class of (distresses of its own. These are the things 
that have gone to the heart of the Commons. 

• We have stated first, the sulferings of the Begum, ancL 
secondly, the sufierings of the two thousand women, I believe 
they are not fewer in numbt^r, that belong to them, and are 
dependent upon them, and dependent upon their well-being. 
We have stated to you that the court of directors were 
shocked and astonished when they received the account of 
t he first, before they had heard the second. We have proved 
they desired him to rt^dress the former, if upon inquiry be 
found that his original suspicions conc<?ming their conduct 
were ill founded. He has declared here that he did not con- 
sider these as orders. Whether they were orders or not, 
could anything have been more pressing upon all the duties 
and ail tlie sentiments of men, than at least to do what was 
just, that is, to make such an inquiry as in the result migfit 
justify his acts, or have entitled them to redress ? Not one 
thuje of inquiry or redress do v^e find, except we suppose, aa 
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wt hear nothing after this of the fatniue, that Hr. Bristow,, 
who seems to be a man of humanity, did so effoctually inter* 
pose, that £hey should no longer depend for the safety of their 
honour on the bludgeons of the sepoys, by which alone it 
seems they were defended from the profane riew of the 
vulgar, and which we ^ust state as a matter of great aggra- 
vation in this case. 

The counsel on the other side say that all this intelligence 
comes in an anonymous paper without date, transmitted from 
a newspaper writer at Fyzabad. This is the contempt with 
* which they treat this serious pmjer sent to Mr. Hastings him- 
self by official authority ; by Hoolas Roi, who was the news- 
writer at Fyzabad ; the person appointed to convey authentic 
intelligence concerning the state of it to the resident at Luck- 
now. The resident received it as such ; be transmitted it to 
Mr. Hastings, and it was not till this hour, till the counsel 
were instructed (God forgive them for obeying such instruc- 
tions) to treat these things with ridicule, that w'e have heard 
this Hoolas Roi called a common news-writer of anonymous 
information, and the like. If the information had come in 
any way the least authentij, instead of coming in a manner 
the most authentic in whicu it was possible to come to Mr. 
Hastings — Ire was bound by every feeling of humanity, every 
principle of regard to his own honour and, his employers*, to 
see whether it was true or false ; if false to refute it ; if true 
♦to afford redress : he has done neither. Therefore we charge 
him with being the? cause ; we charge n]ion him the conse- 
quences, with all the aggravations attending them ; and w^e 
call both upon justice and humanity for redress, as far as it 
can be afforded to these people, and for the severest punish- 
ments which your lordships can inflict upon the author of 
these evils. If instead of the mass of crimes that w e have 
brought before you, this singly had been charged upon the 
prisoner, I will say that it is a greater crime than any man 
has ever been impeached for before the House 'of Lords, from 
the first records of parliament to this hour. 

I need not remind your lordships of one particular circum- 
stance in this cruel outrage. No excuse or pretence what- 
ever is brought forward in its justification. With respect to 
‘ the Begums, they have been charged with rebellion ; but who 
has accused the miserable inhabitants of the Khonrd Mahl 

T 2 
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of rebellion or rebelHous designs ? Wliat hearsay is tnm 
even against them of it ? — No ; even the persons permitted 
by Mr. Hastings to rob and destroy the country, and who are 
stated by him to have been so employed, not one of .that 
legion 01 locusts which he bad sent into the country to eat 
up and devour the bread of its inhabitants, and who had 
been the cause both of the famine itself and of the inability 
of the Begums to struggle with it ; none of these people, I 
say, ventured even a hearsay about these women. 

Were the sufferers few r There were eight hundred of 
them, besides children. Were they persons of any rank and 
consequence ? We are told that they were persons of oon- 
sideraole rank and distinction, connected witjn and living 
under the protection of women of tfie first rank in Asia. 
Were they persons not deserving pity ? We know that they 
were innocent women and children, not accused, and unsus- 
jiected of any crime. He has taken into his head to speak 
contemptuously of these w'omen of the Khourd Mahl : but 
your lordships will consider both descriptions generally wdth 
some respect ; and whtjre they are not objects of the highest 
respect, they will be objects of yjur compassion. Your lord- 
ships by your avenging justice w^ill rescue the name of .the 
British government from the foulest disgrace w hich this man 
has brought uponjt. 

An account of these transactions, as we have proved b; 
Mr. Holt’s evidence, was regularly transmitted and made* 
known to him. But why do 1 say made known to him - 
Do not your lordships know that Dude was his, that he 
trt'uted it like his private estate, that he managed it in all its 
concerns as if it were his private demesne ; that the Nabob 
dared not do a single act without him ; that he had a resident 
there nominated by himself, and forced upon the Nabob, in 
defiance of the Company's order ? Yet, notwithstanding all 
this, we do not find a trace of anything done to relieve the 
aggravated distresses of these unfortunate people. 

These are some of the consequences of that abominable 
system which, in defiance of the laws of his country^ Mr. 
Hastings established in Oude ; he knew everything there ; 
he had spies upon his regular agents, and spies again upon 
them. We can prove (indeed he has himsedf proved), that 
besides his correspondence with his avowed agents, Major 
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Palmer and Major Davy, had secret correspondence with a 
whole host of agents and pensioners, who did and must have 
informed him of every circumstance of these affairs. But if 
he had never been informed of it at all, the Commons con- 
tend, and very well and justly contend, that he who usurps 
the government of a country, who extinguishes the authority 
of its native sovereign, and places in it instruments of his 
own, and that in defiance of those whose orders he was bound 
to obey, is responsible for everything that was done in the 
country. We do charge him with these acts of delinquencies 
and omissions, we declare him responsible for them ; and we 
call for your lordships’ judgment upon these outrages against 
humanity, as cruel perhaps as ever were suffered in any 
countr}^ 

My lords, if there is a spark of manhood, if there is in 
your breasts the least feeling of our common humanity,* and 
especially for the sufierings and distresses of that part of 
human nature which is made by its peculiar constitution more 
quick and sensible, — if, I say, there ia a trace of this in your 
breasts, if you are yet alive to such feelings, it is impossible 
that you should not join w^th the Commons of Great Britain 
in feeling the utmost degree of indignation against the man 
who was tlie gojity cause of this accumulated distress. You 
see women, wdioni we have proved to be of respectable rank 
and condition, exposed to wdiat is held to be the last of in- 
dimities in that country, the view of a base, insulting, ridi- 
ciuing, or perhaps vainly pitying populace. You have before 
you the first women in Asia, who consider their honour as 
joined with that of these people, weeping and bewailing the 
calamities of their house. You have seen, that in this mi- 
sery and distress the sons of the Nabob w ere involved, and 
that two of them were wounded in an attempt to escape; 
and yet this man has had the impudence to declare his 
doubts of the Nabob’s having had any children in the place ; 
though the account of what was going on had been regularly 
transmitted to him. After this, what is there in his conduct 
tliat we can wonder at ? 

My lords, the maintenance of these women had been 
guaranteed by the Company, but it was doubly guaranteed 
under the great seal of humanity. The conscience of evfry 
man, and more especially of the great and powerful, ia thie 
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keeper of that great seal, and knows what is due to its 
aiitnority. For the violation of both these guarantees, with- 
out even the vain and frivolous pretence of a rebellion, and 
for all its consequences, Mr. Hastings is answerable ; and he 
will not escape your justice by those miserable excuses 
>vhich he has produced to the court of gdirectors, and which 
hfe has produced here in his justification. My lords, that 
justification we leave with your lordships. 

We now proceed to another part of our charge, which Mr. 
Hastings has not thought proper to deny, but upon which we 
shall beg leave to make a few observations. You will first 
hear read to you, from the 17th article of our charge, the 
subject-matter to which w^e now wish to call four atten- 
tion. 

“ That in or about the month of March, 1783, three of the 
said brothers of the Nabob, namely, Myrza Hyder Ally, 
Myrza Imay ul Ally, and Myrza Syof Ally, did represent to 
the said Bristow that they wen* in distress for dry bread and 
clothes ; and, in consequence of such representation, were re- 
lieved by the inten^ntion of thi^ said Bristow ; but soon 
after the dejiutation of the said Warren Hastings to Oude,* 
in the year 1781, that is to say, some time in or about the 
month of Scpt(*mb«r, in the said year 1784, the said Myrza 
Hyder Ally, one of the three princes aforesaid, did fly to the 
province of Benart*s, and did remain there in great (Jistress ; 
and that although the said Warren Hastings did write to the 
said Nabob an account of the aforesaid circumstances, in 
certain loose, light, and disrespectful expressions concerning 
the said Myrza Hyder Ally, he did not, as he was in duty 
bound to do, in anywise exert that influence which he actu- 
ally and notoriously possessed over the mind of the said 
Nabob, for the relief of the said prince, the brother of the 
said Nabob; but without obtaining any satisfactory and spe- 
cific assurances, either from the said Nabob or the said 
minister, the said Warren Hastings did content himself with 
advising the said prince to return to his brother, the said 
Nabob.^’ 

The answer of Mr. Hastings to that part of the seven- 
taenth article states : — “ And the said Warren Hastings saya, 
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that in or about the mont^ of July, in the year 1783, a paper 
was received, enclosed in a letter to the Q-overnor-General 
and council from Mr, Bristow, purporting to be a translation 
of a letter from three brothers of the said Yizier, in which 
they did represent themselves to be in distress for dry bread 
and clothes ; but whether such distress actually existed, and 
was relieved by the said Bristow, the said Warren Hastings 
cannot set for in.” 

“ And the said Warren Hastings further says, that some 
time in the mouth of September, 1784, the said Warren 
Hastings, being then at Benares, did receive information that 
Myrza Hydcr Ally was arrived there, and the said Warren 
Hastings, rot kIlo^^ ing before that time that there was any 
such person, did write to the Nabob Vizier, to the purport 
or effect following : — ‘A few days ago I learned that a person 
called Myrza Hyder Ally was arrived at Benares, and called 
himself a sou of tlie deceased Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and I 
was also told that he came from Fyzabad ; as I did not know 
whetlier he left Fyzabad wdth or without your consent, I 
therefore did not pay him much attention, and I now trouble 
you to give me tjvery information on the subject, liow he 
came here, and vhat your intentions are about him ; he re- 
mains here in distress, and I therefore wish to know 

your sentiments.' ” . 

“And the said Warren Hastings further says, that having 
received an answer from the said Yizier, he did, on or about 
the 13th of October, 1784, enclose the same in a letter to the 
said Myrza, of whicrh letter the following is a copy ; — ‘ An 
answer is arrived to what I wrote on your account to the 
Nabob Yizier, which I enclose to you ; having read it, you 
will send it back. 1 conceive you had better go to the Nabob 
Vizier’s presence, who will certainly afford you protection 
and assistance. I will write what is proper to carry you to 
the Nabob, and it will in every respect be for your good ; 
whatever may be your intention on this head, you will write 
to me.’ ” 

“And the said Warren Hastings submits that it was no 
part of his duty as Governor- General to interfere wdth the 
said Yizier on behalf of the said Myrza, or to obtain from 
the said Vizier any specific assurances on the subject.” 
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Continuation of the seventeenth article of the charge:— 
“ That in order to avoid famine at home, another of the Na- 
bob’s brothers, by name Myrza Jungli, was under the neces- 
sity of flying from his native country, and did seek protection 
from a certain Mahomedan lord, called Myrza Shufiu Khmi, 
then prime minister of the Mogul, from whom he did go to 
the camp of the Mahratta chief Mhadajee Scindia, where he 
did solicit and obtain a military command, together with a 
grant of lands or jaghire, for the subsistence of himself^ his 
family, and followers ; but, wishing again to be received under 
the protection of the British government, the said Myrza 
Jungli, in 1783, did apply to the said resident Bristow, 
through David Anderson, Esq., then on an embassy in the 
camp of the said Scindia ; an4 in consequence of such ap- 
plication, the said Bristow, sensible of the disgrace which 
the exile of the said Myrza J ungli reflected both on the said 
Nabob of Oude and the British nation, did negotiate with the 
Nabob and his ministers for the return of the said Myrza 
J ungli, and for the settlement and regular payment of some 
proper allowance for the maintenance of the said Myrza 
Jungli ; but the allowance required was ultimately refused ; 
and, although the whole of the transactions aforesaid were 
duly represented to the said Warren Hastings by the said 
Anderson and by Jhe said Bristow, and although he had 
himself received, so early as the 23rd of August, 1782, a 
letter from the Vizier, grievously complaining of the cruel 
and extortious demauds made upon him by the said Warren 
Hastings, — in which letter he did expressly mention the 
flight of his brother, and the distresses of the women of hia 
late father, who he said were ail bis mothers, and that his 
said brothers, from the resumption of their jaghirea, were 
reduced to CTeat affliction and distress, — and he did attribute 
the said flight of some of his brethren, and the distresses of 
the rest, and of the women who stood in a species of maternal 
relation to him, as owing to the aforesaid oppressive demands ; 
yet the said Warren Hastings did cruelly, inhumanly, and 
corruptly decline to make any order for the better provision 
of any of the said eminent family, or for the return of the 
said prince, who had fled from his brother’s court to avoid 
the danger of penshing by famine.'* 
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Answer of Mr. Hastings to that part of the charge : — 
“ And the said Warren Hastings further says, that he wag in* 
formed that Myrza Jungli, in the said article also mentioned, 
did leave his native country in distress, and did go to Myrza 
Shuffu Khlin, in the said article also mentioned; and the 
said Warren Hastings likewise admits he was iniormed that 
the said Myrza Jungli did afterwards leave the said Myrza 
ShufTu KhAn, and repair to the camp of Mhadaiee Scindia, 
with a view of obtatning some establishment for himself and 
followers.*’ 

And the said Warren Hastings further says, that in cer- 
tain letters, written by David Anderson, Esq. and John Bris- 
tow, Esq., it^'as represented that the said Myrza J ungli did 
apply to the said Bristow, through the said Anderson, then 
on an embassy in the camp of the said Scindia, and that in 
consequence thereof, the said Bristow did, amongst other 
things, apply to the Nabob Vizier for a certain allowance to 
be made to the said Myrza, and for the regular payment there- 
of, and that a certain allowance was accordingly settled by 
the said Vizier on the said Myrza ; and the said Warren 
Hastings says, that information of the above transactions was 
transmitted to the board of council ; and that a letter from 
the said Vizier was received on the 23rd of August, 1782, con- 
taining certain representations of the distresses of himself 
and family ; uiid he admits that no order was made by 
*him, the said Warren Hastings, for the provision of any of 
the said family, or for the return of the said Myrza ; but the 
said Warren Hastings denies that he was guilty of any cru- 
elty, inhumanity, or corruption, or of any misconduct what- 
soever in the matters aforesaid.” 

Continuation of the charge : — “ That some time in or 
about the month of December, 1783, the Nabob Behadre, 
another of the brothers of the said Nabob of Oude, did repre- 
sent to the said Bristow, that he, the said Nabob Behadre, nad 
not received a farthing of his allowance for the current year, 
and was without food ; and being wounded by an assassin, 
"who had also murdered his aimt in the very capital of Oude, 
the said Nabob Behadre had not a daum to pay the surgeon, 
who attended him for the love of Q-od alone ; that at or 
about the period of the above representation, the said Bristow 
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recalled, and the said Warren Hastings proceeded np to 
Lucknow, but did not inquire into the said representationa 
transmitted by the said Bristow to Calcutta, nor did order 
relief.” 

Mr. Hastings’s answer to the part of the charge last read ; 

And the said Warren Hastings luAher says, that on the 
29th January, 1784, after the recall of the said Bristow, he, 
the said Bristow, did transmit to the Governor- General and 
council two letters, one dated the 28th of December, 1783, 
the other the 7th January, 1784, purporting to be written by 
the said Nabob Behudre, addressed to him, the said Bristow, 
to the effect in the said aHicle stated ; and the said Warren 
Hastings admits, that when at Lucknow he did^iot institute 
an inquiry into the supposed transaction in the said seven- 
teenth article stated, or make any order concerning the said 
Behadre, and he denies that it was his duty so to do.” 
Here is the name of this Nabob from a list of the jaghirdars, 
stated by Mr. Purling, page 485 printed minutes. Amongst 
the names of jaghirdars, the times when granted, and the 
amount of tlie jaghires, there occurs that of the Nabob Be- 
hadre, with a grant of a jaghir^ of the amount of 20,000 
rupees. • 

[The Lord Chamellor here remarked, that what had been 
just read was matter of the seventeenth article of the charge 
and parts of the answer to it ; and that upon looking back to 
the lormer proceedings, it lias escaped his attention if any 
matter contained in the seventeenth article had been made 
matter of the charge. That it therefore seemed to him that 
it could not be brought in upon a reply, not having been 
made matter of the charge originally.] 

Mr. Burke. My lords, 1 have to say to this, that I be- 
lieve you have heard these facts made matter of charge by the 
House of Commons, that I conceive they have been admitted 
by the prisoner ; and that the Commons have nothing to do 
with the proofs of anything in their charge which is fully and 
in terms admitted. The proofs which they have produced 
to your lordships were upon matters which were contested ; 
but here the facts are admitted in the fullest manner ; we 
neither have abandoned them, intended to abandon them, 
nor ever shall abandon them ; we have made them, as a 
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diarge, upon record. The answers to thetri have been re* 
corded, which answers are complete admissions of every fact 
in the charge. 

\Lord Chancellor, I do. not make myself understood. 
The objection is not that there has not been evidence given 
upon the seventeenth article, but at the close of the case on 
the part of the managers for the House of Commons, no 
mention having been made of the matter contained in the 
seventeenth article;* that therefore, although it may all have 
been admitted by the answer, to be true, yet in justice, if from 
that answer you ground the charge, it is necessary the de- 
fendant should be heard upon it.] 

Mr. Hmhek If your lordships choose that the defendant 
shall be heard upon it, we have no kind of objection, nor ever 
had, or pr^osed an objection to the defendant being heard 
upon it. Your lordships know that the defendant’s counsel 
value themselves upon having abandoned their defence against 
certain parts of the charge ; your lordships know that they 
declared that they broke off thus in the middle of their de- 
fence, in order to expedite this business. 

[^Lord Chancellor. Eefe^ring to the proceedings, I think 
it a matter perfectly clear, that in the course of the charge, 
after certain articles had been gone through, the managers 
for the Commons closed the case tliere, leaving therefore all 
the other articles, excepting those that had been discussed, as 
"‘matters standing with the answers against them, but not in- 
sisted upon in making out the charge. Of course, therefore, 
if the defendant had gone into any of those articles, the de- 
fendant must have been stopped upon them, because he would 
then have been making a case in defence to that which had 
not been made a case in the prosecution ; the objection there- 
fore is not at all that no evidence has been examined. To 
be sure it would be an answer to that to say, you are now 
proceeding upon an admission ; but even upon those facts 
that are admitted (if the facts are admitted that are insisted 
upon as matter in charge), that should come in the original 
state of the cause, and the defendant in common justice must 
be he^d upon that, •and then, and then only, come the ob- 
servations in reply.] 

Mr. Burke. We do not know, nor are informed, that any 
charge, information, or indictment that is before the court, 
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mid upon reed'd, and is not denied by tbe defendant^ does 
not stand in full force against him. We conceive it to be so ; 
we conceive it to be agreeable to the analogy of all proceed- 
ings ; and the reason why we did not go into and insist upon 
it was, that having a very long cause before us, and having 
the most full and complete admi88ion#upon this subject, we 
did not proceed further in it. Tbe defendant defends him- 
self by averring that it was not his duty. It was not our 
business to prove that it w^as his duty. It was he that ad- 
mitted the mets assumed to be the foundation of his duty ; 
the negative he was bound to prove, and he never offered to 
prove it. 

All that I can say upon this point is, that hi* delinquency 
in the matter in question appeared to us to be a clear distinci 
case ; to be a great offence ; an offence charged upon the 
record, admitted upon the record, and never by us abandoned. 
As to his defence having been abandoned, we refer your lord- 
ships to the last petition laid by him upon your table (that 
libellous petition, which we speak of as a libel upon the 
House of Commons), and which has no validity but as it 
asserts a matter of fact from theipetitioner. And there you 
will find that he has declared explicitly, that for the accom- 
modation and ease of this business, and for its expedition, he 
did abandon his defence at a certain period. 

VLord Chancellor. A charge consisting of a variety of ar- 
ticles in their nature (however connected with each other in 
their subject, but in their nature) distinct and specific, if only 
certain articles are pressed in the charge, to those articles 
only can a defence be applied ; and all the other articles that 
are not made matter of charge originally^ have never, in the 
course of any proceeding w hatever, been taken up originally 
in reply.] 

Mr. Jlurke. With great respect to your lordship’s judg- 
ment, we conceive that the objection taken from our not 
having, at a certain period, argued or observed upon the 
prisoner’s answer to the articles not insisted upon is not con- 
clusive, inasmuch as the record still stands, and as our 
charge still stands. It was never abandoned ; and the de- 
fendant might have made a justification to it if he had 
thought fit ; he never did think fit so to do. If your lord- 
ships think that we ought not to argue upon it here in our 
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reply, because we did not argue upon it before, — well and 
gooa ; but we have argued, and do argue in our reply, many 
tliTTi g a to which he never gave any answer at all. I shall 
beg leave, if your lordships please, to retire with my fellow- 
managers for a moment, to consult whether we shall press 
this point or not. We shall not detain your lordships many 
minutes. • 

The Managers withdrew : — in a few minutes the Managers 
returned again into the Hall. 

Mr. Burke . My Inrds, the managers have consulted 
among themselves upon this business ; they first referred to 
your printed proceedings, in order to see the particular cir- 
cumstance cn which the observation of your lordship is 
founded ; — we find it thus stated : — “ Then the managers for 
the Commons informed the I^orda, that, saving to themselves 
their undoubted rights and privileges, the Commons were 
content to rest their charge here.” — We rested our charge 
there, not because we meant to efface any precedent matter 
of the charge which had been made by us, and of which the 
facts had been admitted by the defendant, but simply saving 
our rights and privileges ; lhat is, to resume (and to make 
new matter ^if we thought fit), the Commons were content 
to rest the charge there. 

I have further to remark to your lordships, that the counsel 
for the defendant have opened a vast variety of matter that 
is not upon record, either on our part or on theirs, in order to 
illustrate and to support their cause ; and they have spoken 
day after day upon the principles on which their defence was 
made ; my great object now is an examination of those prin- 
ciples, and to illustrate the effects of these principles by ex- 
amples which are not the less cogent, the less weighty, and 
the less known, because they are articles in this charge. 
Most assuredly they are not. If your lordships recollect the 
speeches that were made here, you know that great merit was 
given to Mr. Hastings for matters that were not at all in the 
charge, and w hich would put us under the greatest difficul- 
ties, if we were to take no notice of them in our reply. For 
instance, his merits in the IMahratta war, and a great mass of 
matter upon that subject, were obliquely and for other pur- 
poses brought before you, upon which they argued. That 
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immense mass of matter, containing an immense mass dt 
principles, and which was sometimes supported by alleged 
facts, sometimes by none, they have opened and argued upon, 
as matter relative to principle. In answer to their argument, 
we propose to show the mischiefs that have happened from 
the mischievous principles laid down by Mr. Hastings, and 
the mischievous consequences of them^ 

If, however, after this explanation, your lordships are of 
opinion that we ought not to be allowed to take this course, 
wishing to fall in with your lordships’ sentiments, we shall 
abandon it. But we will remind your lordships that such 
things stand nj)Oi: your records ; that they stand unanswered, 
and admitted on your records ; and consequently they cannot 
be destroyed by any act of ours, but by a renuri6iation of the 
charge, which renunciation we cannot make, because the de- 
fendant has clearly and fully admitted it to be founded in 
fact. We cannot plead error; wo cannot retract it. And 
w'hy ? Because he has admitted it. We therefore only re- 
mind your lordships that the charge stands uncontradicted ; 
and that the observation we intended to make upon it was 
to show your lordships that the principles upon which he 
defends all such conduct are tdlally false and gi'oundless. 
But though your lordships should bo of opinion that we can- 
not press it, yet we cannot abandon it ; it is not in your 
power — it is not in our power — it is not in his power, to 
abandon that charge. You cannot acquit him of that charge 
it is impossible. If, however, your lordships, for the accom- 
modation of b\isiness, method of proceedings, or any circum- 
stance of that kind, wish we should saj^ no more upon the 
subject, we close the subject there. Your lordships are in 
possession both of the charge and the admission ; and we 
wish, and we cannot wish better than to leave it as it is upon 
the record. 

The Zord Chancellor here said, The opinion of the Lords 
can only bo with me matter of conjecture. I certainly was 
. not commanded by the House to state the observation that 
had occurred to mo ; — but in the position in which it ;iow 
stands, I feel no difficulty in saying, as my own judgment, 
that nothing can be matter in reply that does not relate to 
those articles that were pressed in the original chai^ ; and 
therefore, in this position of the business of reply, you cannot 
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go into new matter arising out of other articles that were not 
originally insisted upon. 

Jfr. Burke. We were aware of the objection that might 
be made to admitting our observations, if considered as observ’- 
ations upon the seventeenth article, but not when considered 
with reference to fiicts on the record before you, for the pur- 
pose of disproving thft principles upon which the defendant 
and his counsel had relied, that was the purpose for which 
we prcmosed chiefly to make them ; but your lordship’s [the 
Lord Chancellor’s] own personal authority will have ^at 
weight with us, and unless we perceive some other peer differ 
from you, we will take it in the course we have constantly 
done ; we never have sent your lordships out of the hall to . 
consent upoh a matter upon which the noble lord appeared 
to have formed a decision in his own mind ; we take for 
granted that what is delivered from the woolsack, to which 
no peer expresses a dissent, is the sense of the House, as 
such we take it, and as such w^e submit to it in this instance. 

Therefore leaving this upon the record as it stands, with- 
out observing upon it, and submitting to your lordships* de- 
cision, that vve cannot, according to order, observe in reply 
upon what was not declared by us to be a part of the charges 
we meant io insist upon, we proceed to another business. 

We have alrer.dy stated to your lordships, and we beg to 
remind you of it, the state and condition of the country of 
Glide when Mr. Hastings first came to it ; his subsequent 
and immediate usurpation of all the powers of government, 
and the use he made of them ; the tyranny he exercised over 
the Nabob himself, the tyranny he exercised upon his mother 
and grandmother, and all the other females of bis family and 
their dependants of every description, to the number of about 
eight hundred persons ; the tyranny exercised (though we 
are not at liberty to press it now) upon his brethren. We 
have shown you how he confiscated the property of all the 
jaghirdars, the nobility of the country ; we have proved to 
your lordships that he was well acquainted witn all the 
mise^ and distress occasioned by these proceedings, and that 
he al^rded the sufferers no relief. We now proceed to re- 
view the eflTects of this general mass of usurpation, tyranny, 
and oppression, upon the revenues and the prosperity of tfic 
country. 
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Tour lordships will first be pleased to advert to the state 
in which Mr. Hastings found tne country ; — in what state he 
found its revenues ; — who were the executive ministers of the 
government; what their conduct was, and by whom they 
were recommended and supported. For the evidence of these 
facts, we refer your lordships to your printed minutes — there, 
my lords, they stand recorded ; they never can be expunged 
out of your record, and the memory of mankind, whether 
we be permitted to press them at this time upon your lord- 
ships or not. Ycfur lordships will there find in what man- 
ner the government was carried on in Oude, in 1775, before 
the period of Mr. Hastings’s usurpation; Mr. Hastings, you 
will find, has himself there stated that the minister was 
recommended by the Begums ; and you will reihark this, be- 
cause Mr. Hastings afterwards makes her interference in the 

f ovemment of her son a part of his crimination of the 
legums. 

The resident at the court of Oude thus writes on the 2nd 
of March, 1775 : — “ Notwithstanding the confidence the Na- 
bob reposes in Murteza Kh^n, the Begums are much dissatis- 
fied with his elevation. They fecommended to his excel- 
lency to encourage the old servants of the government, whose 
influence in the country, and experience, might have strength- 
ened his own authbrity, and seated him firmly on the Mus- 
uud ; in some measure this too may appear consistent with 
the interest of the Company, fur as Eiija Kh4u and the old 
ministers have, by frequent instances within their own know- 
ledge, experienced the power of our government, such men 
1 should conceive are much more likely to pay deference to 
the Company, than a person who at present can have but a 
very imperfect idea of the degree of attention which ought 
to be paid to our connexion with the Nabob.” Tour lord- 
ships see that the Begums recommended the old servants, 
contrary to tlie iiiaxim.s of Kehoboa?n, — those who had served 
his father and had servt-d the country, and w^ho were strongly 
inclined to support the English interest there. Your lord- 
ships will remark the efiects of the Begum’s influence upon 
the state of things in 1775, that the Nabob had been advised 
by his mother to employ the confidential servants of his 
iatber ; persons conversant in the affairs of the country, per- 
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ma» interested in it, and persons who were well disposed to 
support the English connexion. Your lordships will now 
attend to a letter from Mr. Bristow, at Lucknow, to the 
board, dated 28th November, 1775 : — “ I also neglected no 
part of my duty on the spot ; but advised the minister, even 
at Lucknow, according to my letter of the third instant, to re- 
commend it to the Nabob to dismiss his useless and mutin- 
ous troops, which measure seems, by present appearances, to 
have succeeded beyond expectation, as the rest of the army 
do now pay the greatest attention to his excellency’s orders ; 
already the complaints of the violences the troops used to 
commit are greatly decreased ; they profess obedience, and 
by the best intelligence I can obtain of their disposition, 
there seems to be little doubt that the examples made by 
disbanding Bussunt’s corps has every good effect we could 
wish, which had crossed the river and voluntarily surrender- 
ed their arms the day before yesterday to the Nabob.” 

His next letter is dated 13th June, 1776: — ‘‘Honourable 
Sir and Sirs, — It is Elija Khan’s first object to regulate the 
Vizier’s revenue ; and 1 must do him the justice to say, that 
the short |ime he has been^n office he has been indefatiga- 
ble, and already si tiled the greater part of the province of 
Oude, and fixed on the districts for the assignments of the 
army subsidy. Corah and Allahabad he has disposed of, and 
called for the Dooab and Eohilehund accounts, in order to 
adjust them as soon as possible. This activity will, I hope, 
produce the most salutary effects at the present juncture, 
being the commencement of the season for the cultivation. 
The aumils, by being thus early placed in their offices, have 
the opportunity of advancing tuckovy, encouraging the ryots, 
and making their agreements in their several districts, in 
letting under farms, or disposing of the lands in such a 
manner as they may judge most expedient. If, though simi- 
lar to the late minister’s conduct, a delay of two or three 
months should occur in the settlement of the lands, the peo- 
ple throughout the country would be disheartened, and in- 
evitably a veiT heavy balance accrue on the revenue. I have 
troubled the honourable board with this detail, in the first 
place, to show the propriety of Elija KhAn’s conduct ; and 
ID the next, the essential service that w^ill be rendered to the 
voi„ viii. u 
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Visifirby continuing Colonel Parker’s detachment during 
the whole rams in Corah, if required by the Vizier.” 


Mj lords, you have now had a view of the state of Oude 

E ous to the first period of our connexion with it. Your 
hips have seen and understand that part of the middle 
period, with which we do not mean to trouble you again. 
You will now be pleased to attend to a letter from i^zoola 
Khdn to the Governor-General, received the 13th of Febru- 
ary, 1778 : — “ This country of Cuttah, which formerly de- 
pended on the Bohilla states, and which I consider as now 
appertaining to the Company, was very populous and flourish- 
ing, but since the commencement of the Nabob Vizier’s 
government, the farmers appointed by his ministers have 
desolated the country. Its situation is at present very 
ruinous ; thousands of villages, formerly populous, are now 
utterly deserted, and no trace left of them. I have already 
written to Roy Buckstowr Sing a full account of the tyranny 
and oppression exercised by the farmers, to be communicated 
to you ; the constant revenue of a country depends on the 
care of its rulers to preserve it in a flourishing state. I 
have been induced to make the representation by my attach- 
ment to the interest of the Company, for otherwise it is no 
concern of mine. Should these oppressions continue one or 
two years longer, and the rulers take no measures to put a 
stop to them, the whole country will be a desert.” 


My lords, upon these statements I have only to make this 
remark, that you have seen the first state of this country ; 
and that the period when it had fallen into the state last de- 
scribed, was about two years after Mr. Hastings had obtained 
the majority in the council, and began to govern this coun- 
try by his lieutenants. W© know that the country was put 
^ him under military collectors ; you see the consequences, 
llie person who makes this representation to Mr. Hastings 
of the state of the country, of its distress and calamity, and 
of the desolation of a thousand of the villages formerly 
flourishing in it, is no less a person than a prince of a neigh- 
bouring country, a person of whom you nave often heard, 
and to whom the cause of humanity is much indebted^ 
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'immelj, Fjzoola Kii^a ; a prince whose conntrj the English 
resident, travelling through, declares to be cultivated lie a 
garden. That this was the state of the EohiUa country is 
owing to its having veiy fortunately been one of those that 
escaped the dominion of Mr. Hastings. 

We will now read to your lordships a letter from Sir Eyre 
Coote to the board at Calcutta, dated the 11th of September, 
1779 f — “ Honourable Sir and Sirs, — The day before yester- 
day I encamped near Allahabad, where the Vizier did me the 
honour of a visit ; and yesterday morning, in my way hither, 
I returned it, and was received by his excellency with eveiy 
mark of respect and distinction. This morning he called 
here, and we had some general conversation, which princi- 
pally turned upon the subject of his attachment to the Eng- 
lish, and his readiness to show the sincerity of it upon ml 
occasions. It is to be wished we had employed the influence 
which such favourable sentiments must nave given us more 
to the benefit of the country and ourselves ; but I fear the 
distresses wliich evidently appear on the face of the one, and 
the failure of the revenue^to the other, are not to be wholly 
ascribed to the Vizier’s mismanagement.” — This is the testi- 
mony of Mr. Hastings’s own pensioner, Sir Eyre Coote, re- 
specting the known state of the country during the time of 
triis horrible usurpation, which Sir Eyre Coote mentions 
under the soft name of our influence. But there could be 
but one voice upon the subject, and that your lordships shall 
now hear from Mr. Hastings himself. We refer your lord- 
ships to the minute of the Governor- HeneraTs consultation, 
Fort William, 2l8t May, 1781. — He is here giving his reasons 
for going into the upper provinces. 

“ The province of Oude having fallen into a state of great 
disorder and confusion, its resources being in an extraordinary 
degree diminished, and the Nabob, Azoph ul Dowlah, having 
earnestly entreated the presence of the Governor- Genera^ 
and declared that, unless some effectual measures are taken 
for his relief, he must be under the necessity of leaving his 
country and coming down to Calcutta, to present his situ- 
•tkai to this government ; — ^the Governor- Genera] therefore 
proposes, with the concurrence of MDr. Wheler, to visit tho 
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ppovince of Oude, as speedily as the affairs of the presidency 
will admit, in hopes that from a minute and personal observa- 
tion of the circumstances of that country, the system of 
management which has been adopted, and the characters and 
conduct of the persons employed, he may possibly be able 
to concert and establish some plan by which the province of 
Oude may in time be restored to its former state of affluence, 
good order, and prosperity.’* 

Your lordships have now the whole chain of the evidence 
complete, with regard to the state of the country up to the 
period of Mr. Hastings’s journey into the country. You see 
that Mr. Hastings himself admits it to have beei^ formerly in 
a most flourishing, orderly, and prosperous state. Its con- 
dition in 1781 he describes to you in words, than which no 
enemy of his can use stronger, in order to paint the state in 
whicn it then was. In this state he found it when he went 
up in the year 1781, and he left it, with regard to any sub- 
stantial regulation that was executed or could be executed, 
in the state in which he found it ; after having increased 
every one of those grievances whi-h he pretended to redress, 
and taken from it all the little resources that remained in it. 

We now come to a subsequent period, at which time the 
state of the country is thus described by Mr. Bristow on the 
12th December, 1782 : — “ Despotism is the principle upon 
which every measure is founded, and the people in the interior 
parts of the country are ruled at the discretion of the 
aumil or fouzdar for the time being ; they exercise, within 
the limits of their jurisdiction, the powers of life and death, 
and decisions in civil and other cases, in the same extent as 
the soverei^ at the capital. The forms presented by the 
ancient institutions of the Mogul empire are unattended to, 
and the will of tlie provincial magistrate is the sole law of 
the people ; the total relaxation of the Vizier’s authority, his 
inattention and dislike to business, leave the aumils in pos- 
session of this dangerous power, unawed and uncontrolled 
by any opposition of retrospection or the interference of jus- 
tice. I can hardly quote an instance, since the Vizier’s ac- 
cession to the musnud, of an aumil having been punished for 
oppression, though the complaints of the people and the state 
of the country are notorious proofs of the violences daily 
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committed ; it is even become unsafe for travellers to pass, 
except in l^ge bodies — murders, thefts, and other enormities 
shoeing to humanity, are committed in open day.’* 

In another paragraph of the same letter, he says, ** Such 
has been the system of this government that the oppressions 
have generally originated with the aumils ; they have been 
rarely selectea for their abilities or integrity, but from favour, 
or the means to advance a large sum. Upon being appointed 
to their office, the aumil enters upon his trust ruinea in re- 
putation and fortune, and unless he accomplishes his engage- 
ments, which is seldom the case, disgrace and punishment 
follow ; and though the balance of revenue may be vigorously 
demanded gf him, it has not been usual to institute any 
inquiry for oppression. The zemindars, thus left at the mercy 
of the aumils, are often driven to rebellion — the weak are 
obliged to submit to his exactions or fly the country, and the 
aumil, unable to reduce the more powerful, is compelled to 
enter into a disgraceful compromise ; every zeminaar looks 
to his fort for protection, and the country is crowded with 
them; Almas Ali Khan has not less than seven hundred in 
his districts. Thus it hasi become a general custom to seize 
the brother, son. or some near relation or dependant of the 
differeut zemindars, as hostages for the security of the revenue; 
a great aumil v ill sometimes have three. or four hundred of 
these hostages, whom he is obliged to confine in places of se- 
curity — a few men like Almas Ali Kh4n and Coja Din ul 
Dun have, from their regularity in performance of pecuniary 
engagements, rendered themselves useful to the vizier. A 
strict scrutiny into his affairs was at all times irksome to his 
excellency, and none of his ministers or officers about his 
person possessing the active persevering spirit requisite to 
conduct the detail of engagements for a number of small 
farms, it became convenient to receive a large sum from a 
great farmer without trouble or deficiency. This system was 
followed by the most pernicious consequences ; these men 
were above all control, they exacted their own terms, and the 
districts they farmed were most cruelly' oppressed; the 
revenue of Rohilcund is reduced above a third, and Almas Ali 
Khan’s administration is well known to have been extreme!? 
violent.** 
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We will next read to your lordships an extract from Cap* 
tain JMwards's evidence : — “ Q. Had you any opportunity of 
observing the general face of the country in the time of 
Sujah Dowlah ? — A. I had. Q. Did you remark any differ- 
ence in the general state of the country at that time, and the 
period when you made your latter (Observation; did you 
observe any difference between the condition of the country 
at that time and that of Sujah Dowlah in the year 1774, the. 
latter period you have mentioned ? — A. I did ; a very mate- 
rial difference. Q. In what respect ? — A. In the general 
aspect that the country bore and the cultivation of the 
country, that it was infinitely better cultivated in 1774 thail 
it was in 1783. Q. You said you had no opnortunity of 
observing the face of the country till you was appointed 
aid-de-camp to the Nabob ? — A. No ; except by marching 
and countermarching ; I marched in the year 1774 througn 
the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah’ s provinces into Eohilcund. 
Q. Had you those opportunities irora the time of your going 
there in 1774 ? — A. 1 had ; but not so much as I had after 
being appointed aid-de-carap to the Vizier, because I was 
always before in a subordinate situation. I marched in a 
direct line before, with the troops ; but afterwards, when I 
was aid-de-camp to his excellency, 1 was my o^n master, 
and made frequent excursions into the difterent parts of the 
country, Q. Had you an opportunity of observing the dif- 
ference in the general happiness and disposition of the people ? 
— A, I had. Q, Did you observe a difference in that respect 
also, between your first coming and the year 1783 P — A, Yes, 
a very sensible difference ; in Sujah ul Dowlah *8 time the 
country was in a very flourishing state in merchandise, culti- 
vation, and every article of commerce, and the people then 
seemed to be very happy under his government, which latterly 
was not the case, because the country in reality appeared in 
the year 1774 in a flourishing state, and in the year 1788 it 
appeared comparatively forlorn and desolate. Q. Was the 
court of Azoph ul Dowlah, when you left India, eq^ in point 
of splendour to what it was in the time of Sujah ul Dowlan ? — 
A. By no means ; it was not equally splendid, but fiu* inferior. 
Q. Were the dependants and officers belonging to the court 
paid in the same punctual manner P — A. No ; I really cannot 
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sftj whether they were paid more regularly in Sujah Dowlah*8 
time, only they appear^ more wealthy, and more able to live 
in a splendid style, in his time than they ever have done 
since his death.” 

then vour lordships see the state of the country in 
1788. Your lordships may trace the whole progress of these 
evils step by step from the death of Sujah m Dowlah to the 
time of Mr. Hastings’s obtaining a majority in the council ; 
after which he possessed the sole and imcontroUed manage* 
ment of the country ; you have seen also the consequences 
that immediately followed till the year 1784, when he went 
up a second time into the coimtry. 

I do not Know, my lords, that it is necessary to make any 
observation upon this state of things. You see that the na- 
tive authority was, as we have proved, utterly extinguished 
by Mr. Hastings — and that there was no superintendent 
power but his. You have heard of the oppressions of the 
farmers of the revenues — and we have shown you that these 
farmers generally were English officers. We have shown you 
in what manner Colonel ^annay, one of these farmers sent 
by Mr. Hasting/, acted, and particularly the accumulation of 
hostages which were made by him. We have shown you 
that by their arbitrary and tyrannical proceedings all regular 
government was subverted, and that the country experienced 
the last and most dreadful effects of anarchy. We have 
shown you that no other security was left to any human 
being, but to intrench themselves in such forts as they could 
make, and that these forts, in one district only of the country, 
had increased in number to the amount of seven hundred. 
Your lordships also know, that when the prisons and mud 
forts in which Colonel Hannay kept his hostages conffned 
wore full, he kept them in uncovered cages in the open air. 
You know that all these farmers of revenue were either 
English and militaiw men, or natives under an abject submis- 
sion to them ; you Know that they had the whole country in 
assignments ; that the jaghires were all confiscated for their 
ben^ts ; and you find that the whole system had its origin 
at the time when Mr. Hastings alone formed in effect the 
authority of the s^reme council. The weakness of the 
Nabob, as Sir Eyre Cfoote tells you, could not have been alone 
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the cause of these evils, and that our influence over hioiy if 
not actually the cause of the utter ruin, desolation, and 
anarchy of that country, might have been successfully exerted 
in preventing. 

when your lordships shall proceed to judgment upon these 
accumulated wrongs, arising out of the usurped power of the 
prisoner at your bar, and redressed by him in no one instance 
whatever, let not the usurpation itself of the Nabob’s power ^ 
be considered as a trivial matter. When any prince at the 
head of a great country is entirely stripped of everything in 
his government, ci\i\ or military, by which his rank may be 
distinguished or his virtues exercised, he is in danger of be- 
coming a mere animal, and of abandoning himself wholly 
to sensual gratifications. Feeling no personal interest in the 
institutions or in the general welfare of the country, he suf- 
fers the (former and many wise and laudable insritutions 
existed in the provinces of the Nabob, for their good order 
and government) to fall into disuse ; and he leaves the coun- 
try itself to persons in inferior situations, to be wasted and 
destroyed by them. You find that in Oude the very appear- 
ance of justice had been banishedi.out of it, and that every 
aumil exorcised an arbitrary power over the lives and fortunes 
of the people. My lords, wc have the proofs of all these 
facts in our hands they are in your lordships’ minutes ; and 
though we can state nothing stronger than is stated in the 
papers themselves, yet we do not so far forget our duty as not 
to point out to your lordships such observations as arise out 
of ^em. 

To close the whole, your lordships shall now hear read an 
extract from a most curious and extraordinary letter, sent by 
him to the court of directors, prepanitory to his return to 
England. — “ My only remaining fear is that the members of 
the council, seeing affairs through a difterent medium from 
that through which I view them, may be disposed, if not to 
counteract the system which I have formed, to withhold from 
it their countenance and active support ; while I myself re- 
main, it will be sufficient if they permit it to operate without 
interruption, and I almost hope, in the event of a new ad- 
ministration of your afiaira, which shall confine itself to the 
same forbearance, and manifest no symptoms a( intended in- 
terforenoe, the objects of my arrangements will be effectually 
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attained ; for I leave their in the charge of agents whose in* 
terestS; amhition, and every prospect of life are interwoven 
with their success, and the hand of heaven has visibly blest 
the soil with every elementary source of progressive vegeta- 
tion. But if a different poHcy shall be adopted, if new 
agents are sent into%the country and armed with authority 
lor the purpose of vengeance or corruption, to no other will 
they be apmied. If new demands are raised on the Nabob 
Vizier, and accounts overcharged on one side with a wide 
latitude taken on the other to swell his debt beyond the 
means of payment ; if political dangers are portended to 
ground on them the pleas of burthening his country with 
urmecesaary defences and enormous subsidies ; or if even 
abstaining from direct encroachment on the Nabob’s rights, 
your government shall show but a degree of personal kind- 
ness to the partisans of the late usurpation, or by any con- 
structive indication of partiality and disaffection, furnish 
ground for the expectation of an approaching change of sys- 
tem, I am sorry to say that all my labours will prove abor- 
tive. For the slightest causes will be sufficient to deject 
minds sore with the remembrance of past conflicts, and to 
elevate those w^ho>.>e only dependence is placed in the renewal 
of the conftisinn which I have laboured with such zeal to 
eradicate, and will of course debilitate thp authority which 
can alone insane future success. I almost fear that this de- 
nunciation of effects from causes so incompetent, as they will 
appear to those who have not had the experience which I 
have had of the quick sensibility which influences the habits 
of men placed in a state of policy so loose, and subject to 
the continual variations of capricious and despotic authority, 
will be deemed overcharged, or perhaps void of foundation ; 
nor, if they should come to pass, will it be easy to trace 
them with any positive evidence to their connexion ; yet it is 
my duty to apprize you of what I apprehend, on grounds 
wnich I deem of absolute certainty, may come to pass ; and 
I rely onyour candour for a fair interpretation of my inten- 
tion.** Here, my lords, the prisoner at your bar has done 
exactly what his bitterest accuser would do—he goes through, 
head by head, every one of the measures which he had him- 
self pursued in the destruction of the country ; and he fore* 
tells that, if any one of those measures should again be pnis 
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tmdi, or even if good cause should be given to suspect th^ 
would be renewed, the country must mil into a state of in- 
evitable destruction. This supersedes all observation. This 
paper is a recapitulated, minute condemnation of every step 
which he took in that country, and which steps are every 
one of them upon your lordships* minutes. 

But, my lords, we know very well the design of these 
pretended apprehensions, and why he wished to have that 
country left in the state he speaks of. He had left a secret 
agent of his own to control that ostensible government, and 
to enable liim, sitting in the place where he now sits, to con- 
tinue to govern those provinces in the way in which he now 
governs them. [A murmur having arisen here, Mr. Burke 
proceeded^ If 1 am called upon to re-word what I have 
just said, 1 shall repeat my words, and show strong grounds 
and reasons to indicate that he governs Oude now as much 
as he ever did. 

You see, my lords, that the reform which he pretended to 
make in 1781 produced the calamities which he states to have 
existed in 1784. We shall now show, that the reform which 
he pretended to make in 1784 broAght on the calamities which 
Lord Comw^allis states in his evidence to have existed in 1787. 

We will now read two letters from Lord Corhwallis ; the 
first is dated the 36th November, 1787 : — “ I was received at 
Allahabad and attended to Lucknow by the Nabob and hia 
ministers, with every mark of friendship and respect ; I can- 
not, however, express how much I was concerned during my 
short residence at his capital, and my progress throu^ his 
dominions, to be witness of the disordered state of his finances 
and government, and of the desolate appearances of his 
country ; the evils were too alarming to admit of palliation, 
and I thought it my duty to exhort him, in the most friendlj 
manner, to endeavour to apply effectual remedies to them. He 
began with urging as apology that, whilst he was not certain 
of the expense of our demands upon him, he had no real in- 
terest in Wng economical in his expenses, and that while we 
interfered in the internal management of hia affairs,' his own 
authority and that of his ministers were despised by his own 
Bubiects. It would have been useless to discuss these topics 
with him ; but while I repeated my former declarations of 
our being determined to give no ground in future for 
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eomplamts, he ^ye me the BtroBgest asBumieeB of hia being 
resofyed to apply himself earnestly to the encouragement in 
agriculture, and to endeayour to reyive the commerce of hia 
country.” 

The second is dated the 25th April, 1788 : — Till I saw 
tne Vizier’B troops, I was not without hope, that upon an 
emergency he would have been able to have furnished us with 
some uBeml cavalry ; but I have no reason to believe that he 
has any in his service upon which it would be prudent to 
place any dependence ; and I think it right to add, that his 
country appears to be in so ruined a state, and his finances 
in so much djporder, that even in case of war we ought not 
to depend upon any material support from him.” 

My lords, I have only to remark upon these letters that, 
so as they go, they prove the effects of Mr. Hastings’s 
reformation, from which he was pleased to promise the Com* 

E any such great things. But when your lordships know that 
e had left liis dependant and minister, Hy der Beg Khkn, 
there, whose character, as jy)ur lordships will find by a refer- 
ence to your min< ites, he has represented as black as hell, to 
be the r^ gt)vemor there, and to carry on private correspond- 
ence with nim Lore, — and that he had left Major Pmmer, 
his private agent, for a considerable time in that country to 
carry on his affairs, — your lordships will easily see how it has 
come to pass that the Vizier, such a man as you have heard 
him described to be, was not alone able to restore prosperity 
to his country. My lords, you have now seen what was the 
situation of the country in Sujah Dowlah’s time, prior to Mr. 
Hastings’s interference with the government of it ; what it 
was during his government ; and what situation it was in 
when Lora Cornwallis left it. Nothing now remains but to 
call your lordships’ attention to perhaps the most extraordi- 
naiy part of these transactions. But before we proceed we 
will beg leave to go back and read to your lordships the Na- 
bob’s letters of the 24th February, 1780 ; — “ I have received 
your letter, and understand the contents. I cannot describe 
the solidity of your friendship and brotherly affection which 
subsisted between you and my late father ; from the friend- 
riiip of the Company he received numberless advantages ; and 
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L notwitlifltanding I was left an orphan, from your frwui and 
tnat of the Company was perfectly at ease, being satisfied 
that everjrthing would be well, and that I should continue 
in the same security that I was during my father’s lifetime, 
from your protection. I accordingly, from the day of his 
death, have never omitted to cultivate your favour and the 
prote^ion of the Company ; and whatever was the desire and 
directions of the council at that time, I have ever since con- 
formed to and obeyed with readiness. Thanks be given to 
God, that I liave never as yet been backward in performing 
the will of the English Company, of the council, and of you ; 
and have always been from my heart ready to obey then, 
and have never given you any trouble, from my difficulties 
or wishes. Thus I have done simply from my^nowledge of 
your favour towards me, and from my being certain that you 
would learn the particulars of my distresses and difficulties 
from other quarttTs, and would then show your friendship 
and good-will in whatever w as for my advantage. But when 
the knife had penetrated to the bone, and I was surrounded 
with such heavy distresses that I could no longer live in ex- 
pectations, I then wrote an aeepunt of my difficulties ; the 
answer which 1 have recoiv(‘d to it is such, that it has given 
me inexpressible grief and aiiliction. 1 never had the least 
idea or expectation from you and the council, that you would 
ever have given your orders in so afflicting a manner, in 
which you never before wrote, and which 1 could not have 
imagined. As 1 am resolved to obey the orders and di- 
rections of the council, without any delay, as long as I live, 
I have, agreeably to those orders, delivered up all my private 
papers to him, that wlam he shall have examined my receipts 
and expenses, he may take whatever remains. As I know it 
to be my duty to satisfy you, the Company, and council, I 
have not failed to obey in any instance, but requested of him 
that it might be done so as not to distress me in my neces- 
sary expenses, there being no other fund but those for the 
expenses of mutseddies, household expenses, and servants, 
&c. He denmnded these in such a manner, that, being 
remediless, I w tis obliged to comply with what he requirea 
He has accordingly stopped the pensions of my old servants 
of thirty years, W’hether sepoys, mutseddies, or househedd 
•erranta ; and the expenses of my family and kitchen, to* 
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gether with the jaghires of my grandmother, mother, and 
aunts, and of my brothers and dependants, which were for 
their support. 1 had raised one thousand fiv% hundred horse, 
and three battalions of sepoys to attend upon me ; but as I 
have no resources to support them, I havo been obliged to 
remove the people st^oned in the mahal^, and to send his 
people into the mahals, so that I have not now one single ser- 
vant about me. Should I mention what further difficulties I 
have been reduced to, it would lay me open to contempt ; 
although I have willingly assented to this which brings such 
distress on me, and have in a manner altogether ruined my- 
self; yet I failed not to do it for this reason, because it was 
for your satisfaction and that of the council; and I am 
patient, and eten thankful in this condition ; but I cannot 
imagine for what cause you have conceived displeasure 
against me, from the commencement of my administration. 
In every circumstance I received strength and security from 
your favour and that of the council, and in every instance 
you and the council have shown your friendship and affec- 
tion for me ; but at present, that you have sent these orders, 
I am greatly perplexed.’* % 

We will not trouble your lordships with the remainder of 
the letter, which is all in the same style of distress and 
affliction ; and of the abject dependence of a man who con- 
siders himself as insulted, robbed, and ruined in that state of 
dependence. 

In addition to tlie evidence contained in this letter, your 
lordships will be pleased to recollect the Nabob’s letter which 
we read to your lordships yesterday, the humble and abject 
style of which you will never forget. Oh! consider, my 
lords, this instance of the fate of human greatness 1 Tou 
must remember, that there is not a trace anywhere in any 
of the various trunks of Mr. Hastings, that he ever conde- 
scended so much as to give an answer to the suppliant letters 
of that unhappy man. There was no mode of indignity 
with which he did not treat his family — there was no mode 
of indignity with which he did not treat his person— there 
WM no mode of indignity with which he did not treat his 
minister, Hyder Beg Khan, — this man whom he represents 
to be the most infamous and scandalous of mankind, and 
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of whom be nevertbeless, at tbe same time, declaxes, that bis 
otoly support with tbe Yizier was tbe support wbicb be, 
Warren MastingB, as representatiye of tbe jEmglisb govern- 
ment, gave bim. 

We will now read a paper wbicb, perhaps, ought not to 
have been received in evidence ; but ;sv'bicb we were willing 
to enter in your minutes as evidence, in order that every- 
thing should come before you. Your lordships have beard 
tbe Siabob speak of bis miseiy, distress, and oppression ; but 
here he makes a complete demasance, as it were, of tbe whole 
charge, a direct disavowal of every one of the complaints, 
and particularly that of having never received an answer to 
these complaints. Oh ! think, I say, my lords, of the de- 
graded, miserable, and unhappy state to which ‘numan nature 
may be reduced, when you hear this unhappy man declare 
that all the charges which we have made upon this subject 
relative to him, and which are all either admitted by him or 
taken from his own representation, are now stated by him in 
a paper before you to be all false, and that there is not a word 
of tne representation which he had made of Mr. Hastings 
that has the least truth in it. Your lordships will find this 
in that collection of various papers, which ought to be pre- 
served and put into every museum in Europe, as one of the 
most extraordinary productions that was ever exhibited to 
the world. 

Papers received the 8th of March, 1788, and translated 

S ursuant to an order of the Governor- General in council, 
ated the 27th of April, 1788, under the seal of his excellency 
the Nawaub Azoph ul Dowlah, Azoph Jeh Behodar, Vizier ul 
Momilek : — “ I have at this time learnt that the g^tlemen 
in power in England, upon the suspicion that . Mr. Hastings, 
during his administration, acted contrary to the rules of jus- 
tice and impartiality, and, actuated by motives of avidity, 
was inimical towards men without cause ; that he broke such 
engagements and treaties as had been made betw een the Com- 
pany and other chiefs ; that he extended the hand of oppres- 
sion over the properties of men ; tore up the roots of prosper- 
ity and security from the land, and rendered the ryots and 
subjects destitute, by force and extortion. As this accusa- 
tioU| in fact, is destitute of uprightness and void of trutlv 
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therefore with a view to show the truth in its true colo irs, I 
have written upon this sheet with truth and sincerity, to 
serve as an evidence, and to represent real facts, to serve 
also as information and communication, — that Mr. Hasting, 
&om the commencement of his administration, until his de* 
parture for Englanil, ^irhether during the lifetime of the de- 
ct^ased Nawaub, of blessed memory, Vizier ul Moulk, Sujah 
ul Dowlah Eehodar, my father, or during my government, 
did not at any time transact, contrary to justice, any matter 
which took place from the great friendships between me and 
the Company, nor in any business depart from the path of 
truth and uprightness ; but cultivated friendship, witn inte- 
grity and sincerity, and in every respect engaged himself in 
the duties of^friendship, with me, my ministers, and confi- 
dants. I am at all times, and in every way, pleased with and 
thankful for his friendly manners and qualities; and my 
ministers and confidants, who have always every one of them 
been satisfied with his conduct, are for ever grateful for his 
friendship, and thankful for his virtues. As these matters are 
real facts and according to truth, I have written these lines 
as an evidence, and transmit the paper to • England through 
the government of Calcutta, for tne information of the gen- 
tlemen of power and rank in England.’* 

Observe, my lords, the candour of the Commons — we pro- 
duce this evidence, which accuses us, as Mr. Hastings does, 
of uttering everything that is fisilse — we choose to bring our 
shame before the world, and to admit that this man, on 
whose behalf and on the behalf of whose country we have 
accused Mr. Hastings, has declared that this accusation 
(namely this impeachment) is destitute of uprightness and 
without truth. But, my lords, this is not only a direct con- 
tradiction to all be has ever said — to all that has been proved 
to you by us ; but a direct contradiction to all the represent- 
ations of Mr. Hastings himself. Your lordships wul hence 
see what credit is to be given to these papers. 

Tour lordships shall now hear what Hyder Beg Khkn 
«ays ; that Hyder Beg Kh&n who stands recorded in your 
imnutes as the worst of maukind; who is represented as 
writing letters without the Nabob’s consent, and in defiance 
ef him ; — ^the man of whom Mr. Hastings says that the Na- 



SPSECS IS THE IKPEAOHKEHT OF 


mil 

bob is nothing but a tool in bis bands, and that tbe Nabob ia^ 
and ever must be, a tool of somebody or other. Now as we 
have beard tbe tool speak, let us bear how the workman em- 
pWed to work with this tool speaks : — 

Extract from Hyder Beg Khan’s letter to tbe Q-ovemor 
and council; — “ It is at this time learnt J div tbe Nawaub Vizier 
and us bis ministers, that gentlemen oi power in England 
are displeased with Mr. Hastings, on tbe suspicion that during 
his administration in this country, from motives of avidity, 
be committed oppressions contrary to the rules of justice, 
took the properties of men by deceit and force, injured tbe 
ryots and subjects, and rendered the country destitute and 
ruined. — As the true and upright disposition of Mr. Hast- 
ings is in every respect free of this 8Uspicion,‘Ve therefore 
with truth and sincerity declare by these lines, written ac- 
cording to fact, that Mr. Hastings, from the first of his ap- 
pointment to the government of this country, until his de- 
parture for Europe, during his authority in the management 
of the aftairs of the country, whether in the lifetime of tbe 
Nawaub Sujah ul Dowlah Behadre deceased, or whether 
during the present reign, did not^ in any matters which took 
place from the great friendship between this government and 
the Company, act in anywise upon niotive of avidity, and not 
having, in any respect, other than justice and propriety in 
intention, did not ‘swerve from their rules, he kept his excel- 
lency the Vizier always pleased and satisfied ” (you will re- 
member, my lords, tho last expressions of his pleasure and 
satisfaction; “ by his friendship and attention in every mat- 
ter. He at all times show^ed favour and kindness towards 
the ministers of this govt.Tument, and under his protection 
having enjoyed perfect happiness and comfort, we are from 
our hearts satisfied with, and grateful for, his benevolence 
and goodness.” 

Here, my lords, you have the character which Hyder Beg 
Khin gives of Mr. Hastings ; of the man who he knew haa 
loaded him, as he had done, with every kind of indignity, 
reproach, and outrage with which a man can be loaded. 
Tour lordships will see that this testimony repeats almost 
word for word the testimony of the Vizier Nabob, wbreb 
•hows who the real w riter is. 
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My lords, it is said that there is no word in the Persian 
language to express gratitude^ With these signal instances 
of grantude before us, I think we may venture to put one 
into their dictionary. Mr. Hastings has said he has had the 
pleasure to find from the people of India that gratitude 
which he has not m^t with from his own countrymen, the 
House of Commons. Certainly if he has done us services, 
we have been ungrateful indeed ; if he has committed enor- 
mous crimes, we are just. Of the miserable, dependent situ- 
ation to which these people are reduced, that they are not 
ashamed to come forward and deny ever3rthing they have 
given under their own hand ; all these things show the por- 
tentous nature of this government, they show the portentous 
nature of thift phalanx with which the House of Commons 
is at present at war ; the power of that captain-general of 
every species of Indian iniquity, w^hich under him is embodied, 
arrayea, and paid, from Leadenhall Street to the furthermost 
part of India. We have but one observation more to offer 
upon this collection of rayzunumas, upon these miserable 
testimonials given by these vn*etched people, in contradiction 
to all their own previous representations; directly in contra- 
diction to those 0^’ Mr. Hastings himself ; directly in contra- 
diction to •those of Lord Comw^allis; directly in contra- 
jdiction to truth itself. It is this. Here is Mr. Hastings 
with his agents canvassing the country with all that minute- 
ness with which a county is canvassed at an election ; and 
yet in this whole book of rayzunumas, not one fact adduced 
by us is attempted to be disproved, not one fact upon which 
Mr. Hastings’s defence can be founded is attempted to be 
proved. There is nothing but bare vile panegyrics, directly 
belied by the state of facts ; directly belied by the persons 
themselves ; directly belied by Mr. Hastings at your bar, and 
by all the whole course of the correspondence of the country. 

We here leave to your lordships* judgment the considera- 
tion of the elevated rank of the persons aggrieved, and de- 
graded to the lowest state of dependence and actual distress ; 
the consideration of the condition of the country gentlemen, 
jvbo were obliged to hide their heads wherever they could, 
from^ the plunderers and robbers established under his au- 
thority in every part of the country ; and that of the miser- 
able common people, who have been obliged to sell their chil- 
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diw through want of food to feed them ; the consideratioiji, I 
say, of the manner in which this country, in the highest, in 
the middle, and in the lowest classes of its inhabitants, nay 
in physical works of God, was desolated and destroyed by 
this man. Having now done with the province of Oude, we 
will proceed to the province of Bengal, and consider what 
was the kind of government which he exercised there, and in 
what manner it affected the people that were subjected to it. 

Bengal, like every part of India subject to the British em- 
pire, contains (as 1 have already had occasion to mention) 
three distinct classes of people, forming three distinct social 
systems. The first is the Mahomcdans, which about seven 
hundred years ago obtained a footing in that country, ^d 
ever since has in a great degree retained its authority there. 
For the Mahomcdans had settled there long before the found- 
ation of the Bengal empire, which was overturned by Tamer- 
lane. So that this people, who are represented sometimes 
loosely as strangers, are people of ancient and considerable 
settlement in that country ; and tliough, like Mahomedan 
settlers in many other countries, they hav(' fallen into decay, 
yet being continually recruited frdin various pai*ts of Tartary, 
under the Mogul empire, and from various parts of Persia, 
tlioy continue to be tlm leading and most powerful people 
throughout the Peninsula ; and so we found them there# 
These people, for the most part, follow no trades or occupa- 
tion, their religion and laws forbidding P iiii in the strictest 
manner to take usury or profit arising from money that is in 
any way lent ; they have therefore no other means for their 
8uj)port but what arises from their adherence to, and con- 
nexion with, the Mogul government and its viceroys. They 
enjoy under them vaiious offices civil and militaiy, various 
employments in the eoiirts of law, and stations in the army. 
Accordingly a prodigious number of people, almost all of them 
persons of the most ancient and respectable families in the 
country, are dependent upon and cling to the soubabdars or 
viceroys of the several provinces. They, therefore, who 
oppress, plunder, and destroy the soubabdars, oppress, rob, 
and destroy an immense mass of people. It is true that a 
8um*rvening government, established upon another, always 
reduces a certain portion of the dependants upon the latter to 
want. You must distress, by the very nature of the cireuiii- 
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stances of the case, a grea^ number of people ; but then it is 
your business, when, by the superiority which you hare 
acquired, however you may have acquired it (for I am not now 
considering whether you nave acquired it by &aud or force, or 
whether by a mixture of both), when, T say, you have acquired 
it, it is your business not to oppress those people with new 
and additional difficulties, but rather to console them in the 
state to which they are reduced, and to give them all the 
assistance and protection in your power. 

The next system is composed of the descendants of the 
people who were found in the country by tlie Mahomedan 
invaders. The system before mentioned comprehends the 
official interest, the judicial interest, the court interest, and 
the military interest. This latter body includes almost the 
whole landed interest, commercial interest, and monied in- 
terest of the country. For the Hindoos not being forbidden 
by their laws or religious tenets as laid down in the Shaster 
— many of* them became the principal money-lenders and 
bankers ; and thus the Hindoos form the greatest part both 
of the landed and monied interest in that country. 

The third and last systeAi is formed of the English interest ; 
which in reality, Ueiher it appears directly or indirectly, is 
the goverrring inlerest of the whole country ; of its civil and 
military interest, of its landed, monied, and revenue interest ; 
and what to us is the greatest concern of all, it is this system 
which is responsible for the government of that country to 
the government of Great Britain. It is divided into two 
parts, one emanating from the Company, and afterwards re- 
gulated by act of parliament ; the other a judicial body sent 
out by, and acting under, the authority oi the crown itself. 
The persons composing that interest are those w^hom we 
usually call the servants of the Company. They enter into 
that st^rvice, as your lordships know, at an early period of 
life, and they are promoted accordingly as their merit or 
their interest may provide for them. This body of men, with 
respect to its number, is so small as scarcely to deserve men- 
tioning ; but from certain circumstances, the government of 
the whole country is fallen into their hands. Amongst these 
circumstances the most important and essential are their 
having the public revenues and the public purse entirely in 
their own hands, and their having an array maintainea by 
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that purse, and disciplined in the European manner. Such 
was the state of that country when Mr. Hastings was 
appointed Governor in 1772. Your lordships are noiv to 
decide upon the manner in which he has comported himself 
with regard to all these three interests ; first, whether he has 
made the ancient Mahomedan families ras easy as he cotlld ; 
secondly, whether he has made the Hindoo inhabitants, the 
zemindars and their tenants, as secure in their property and 
as easy in their tenure as he could ; and lastly, whether he 
has made the English interest a blessing to the country ; and 
whilst it provided moderate, safe, and proper emoluments to 
the persons that were concerned in it — it kept them from 
oppression and rapine, and a general waste and ravage of the 
country ; whether, in short, he made all these three interests 
pursue that one object which all interests and all governments 
ought to pursue, the advantage and welfare oi the people 
under them. 

My lords, in support of our charge against the prisoner at 
your bar, that he acted in a manner directly the reverse of 
this, we have proved to you that his first acts of oppression 
were directed against the Mahomtfdan government ; that go- 
vernment w hich had been before, not only in name, but iu 
effect to the very time of his appointment, the real govern- 
ment of the country. After the Company had acquired its 
right over it, some shadow still remained of the ancient go- 
vernment. An allowance was settled for the N abob of Ben^, 
to support the dignity of his court, which amounted to oe- 
tween four and five hundred thousand pounds a year. In 
this was comprehended the support of the whole mass of no- 
bility ; the soldiers, serving or retired ; all the officers of the 
court ; and all the women that were dependent upon them; 
the whole of the criminal jurisdiction of the country, and a 
very considerable part of the civil law and the civil govern- 
ment. Those establishments formed the constitution^ basis 
of their political government. 

The Company never had, and it is a thing that we can 
never too often repeat to your lordships, the Company never 
had of right despotic power in that country, to overturn any 
of these establisnments. The Mogul, who gave them their 
charters, could not give them such a power, he did not dh 
JmitQ give them such a power ; the government of this couiif- 
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tty did not by act of parliament, and the Company did not 
and could not by their delegation, give him such a power ; 
the act, by which he was appointed Governor, did not give 
him such a power. If he exercised it, he usurped it ; and 
therefore every step we take in the examination of his con- 
duct in Bengal, as ia every step we take upon the same sub- 
jecip everywhere else, we look for the justification of his 
conduct to laws ; the law of nations, the laws of this coun- 
try, and the laws of the country he was sent to govern. 

The government of that country, by the ancient constitu- 
tion of the Mogul empire (besides the numberless individual 
checks and counter-checks in the inferior officers), is divided 
into the viceroyal part and the soubahchirry part. The vice- 
ro 5 ’'al part takes in all criminal justice and political govern- 
ment. Mr Hastings found the country under a viceroy, 
governing a(‘Cording to law, acting by proper judges and 
magistrates under him ; he himself not being the judicial 
but executive powder of the country ; that which sets the 
other in action, and does not supersede it or supply its place. 
The other, tlie soubahdarry power, w Inch was by tne grant of 
the dewanny conferred i^ion the Company, had under its 
care the revenues, as much of the civil government as is con- 
cerned wifsh the revenues, and many other matters growing 
out of it. Thest‘ two offices are coordinate and dependent 
on each other The Company, after contracting to maintain 
the army out of it, got the wffiole revenue into their power. 
The arniy being thus within their power, the soubahdar by 
degrees vanished into an empty name. 

When we thus undertook the government of the country, 
conscious that we bad undertaken a task which by any per-' 
sonal exertion of oiu* own we were unable to perform in any 
proper or rational way, the Company appointetl a native of the 
country, Mahomed Keza Khan, who stands upon the records 
of the Company, I venture to say, with such a character as 
n<5 man perhaps ever did stand, to execute the duties of both 
offices. Upon the expulsion of Cossim Ali Kh^n, the Nabob 
of Bengal, all his children were left in a young, feeble, and 
unprotected state ; and in that state of things, Lord Clive, 
Mr. Sumner, who sits near Mr. Hastings, and the rest of the 
council, wisely appointed Mahomed Eeza KhlLn to fulfil the 
two ofi^s of deputy viceroy and deputy dewan, for which 
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he had immense allowances and great jaghires and revenues 
I allow. He was a man of that dignity, rank, and con- 
sideration, added to his knowledge of law and experience in 
business, that Lord Clive and Mr. Sumner, who examined 
strictly his conduct at that time, did not think that £112,000 
a year, the amount of the emoluments <which had been al- 
lowed him, was a great deal too much : but at his own*de- 
sire, and in order that these emoluments might be brought to 
stated and fixed sums, they reduced it to £90,000 ; an allow- 
ance which they thought was not more than sufficient to 
preserve the state of so great a magistrate, and a man of such 
rank, exercising such great employments. The whole reve- 
nue of the Company depended upon his talents and fidelity ; 
and you will find, that on the day in which he surrendered 
the i*evenue8 into our hands, the dewanny, under his man- 
agement, was a million more than it })roduced on the day 
Mr. Hastings left it. For the truth of this, I refer your lord- 
ships to a let ter of the Company sent to the board of control. 
This letter is not in evidence before your lordships, and what 
1 am stating is merely historical, l^ut I state the fact, and 
with the power of referring, for tllbir jiroof, to documents as 
authentic as if they were absolutely in evidence before you. 
Assuming, therefore, that all these facts may be Verified by 
the records of the Company, I have now to state that this 
man, by some rumours true or false, was supposed to have 
misijonducted himself in a time of great calamity in that 
country. A great famine had about this time grievously 
afflicted the whole province of Bengal. 1 must remark, by 
the way, that these countries are liable to this calamity ; but 
it is greatly blessed by nature with resources which afford 
the means of speedy recovery, if their government does not 
counteract them. Nature, that inflicts the calamity, soon 
heals the wound ; it is in ordinary seasons the most fertile 
country, inhabited by the most industrious people, and tjie 
most disposed to marriage and settlement, probably, that ex- 
ists in the whole world ; so that population and fertility are 
soon restored, and the inhabitants quickly resume their 
former industrious occupations. 

During the agitation excited in the country by the ca- 
lamity I have just mentioned, Mahomed Beza Bh&n, through 
the intrigues of Bajah Nundcomar, one of his political riviu^ 
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«n4 of some English faction that supported him, was accused 
of being one of the causes of the famine. In answer to this 
charge, he alleged, what was certainly a sufficient justification, 
— that he had acted under the direction of the English board, 
to which his conduct throughout this business was fully 
known. The Company, however, sent an order from Eng- 
land to have him tried ; but though he frequently supplicated 
the government at Calcutta that his trial should be proceeded 
in, in order that he might be either acquitted and discharged, 
or condemned, Mr. Hastings kept him in prison tw^o years,, 
under pretence (as he wrote word to the directors) that Ma- 
homed Eeza KMn himself was not very desirous to hasten 
the matter. In the mean time the court of directoi*8, having 
removed hi!n from his great offices, authorized and com- 
manded Mr. Hastings (and here we come within the sphere 
of your minutes) to appoint a successor to Mahomed Beza 
Khlin, fit to fulfil the duties of his station. Now I shall first 
show your lordships what sort of person the court of directors 
described to him as most fit to fill the office of Mahomed 
Eeza Khan ; what sort of person he did appoint ; and then 
we will trace out to yoif the consequences of that appoint- 
ment. 

• 

Letter from the court of directors to the president and 
council at Fort William, dated 28th August, 1771 ; — “ Though 
we have not a doubt but that, by the exertion of your abili- 
ties and the care and assiduity of our servants in the superin- 
tendence of the revenues, the collections will be conducted 
with more advantage to the Company and ease to the natives 
than by means of a naib dewan ; we are fully sensible of the 
expediency of supporting some ostensible minister in the Com- 
pauj^^’s interest at the Nabob’s court, to transact the political 
affairs of the sircar, and interpose between the Company and 
the subjects of auy European power, in all cases wherein 
tb^ may thwart our interest or encroach on our authority ; 
and as Mahomed Beza Khan can no longer be considered by 
us as one to whom such a power can bo safely committed, we 
trust to your local knowledge the selection of some person 
well qualified for the affairs of government, and of whose at- 
tachment to the Company you shall be well assured ; such 
person you will recommend to the Nabob to succeed Ma- 
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homed Jteza as minister of the government, and guardian of 
the Nabob’s minority ; and we persuade ourselves that the 
Nabob will pay such regard to your recommendation, as to 
invest him with the necessary power and authority. 

" As the advantages which the Company may rec^ve ifrom 
the appointment of such minister will depend on his readi* 
ness to jpromote our views and advance our interest, we are 
willing to allow him so liberal a gratification as may excite 
his seal and secure his attachment to the Company ; we 
therefore empower you to grant to the person whom you 
shall think worthy of this trust an annual allowance not ex- 
ceeding three lacKs of rupees (£30,000), which we consider, 
not only as a munificent reward for any services he shall 
render the Company, but sufficient to enable him to support 
his station with suitable rank and dignity. And here we 
must add, that in the choice you shall make of a person to 
be the active minister of the Nabob’s government, we hope 
and trust that you will show yourselves worthy of the con- 
fidence we have placed in you, by being actuated therein by 
no other motives than those of the public good and the safety 
and interest of the Company.” • 

Here, ray lords, a person was to be named fit to fill the 
office and supply the place of Mahomed Eeza Kh4n, whe 
was deputy viceroy of Bengal, at the head of the criminal 
justice of the country, and in short at the head of the whole 
ostensible Mahomedan government. He was also to supply 
the place of Mahomed Keza Khdn as naib dewan, iWm 
whicn Keza Kh&n was to be removed : for you will observe 
the directors always speak of a man fit to perform all the 
duties of Mahomed Beza Kh6n \ and amongst these he was 
to be as the guardian of the Nabob’s person, and the repre- 
sentative of his authority and government. 

Mr. Hastings, having received these orders from the court 
of directors, did — what? He alleges in his defence, that 
no positive commands were given him ; but a very sufficient 
description was given of the person who ought to succeed 
Mahomed Eeza Khan, in whom the Company had before 
recognised all the necessary qualities; and they therefore 
desire him to name a similar person. But what does Mr. 
Haetings do in consequence of this authority ? He namea 
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no man at all. Ho searchen into tbe aeraglio of tbo Nallki # 
and names a woman to be tbe viceroy of tbe province, to be 
tbe bead of tbe ostensible government, to be the guardian of 
the Nabob’s person, the conservator of his authority, and a 
proper representative of the remaining majesty of that go- 
vernment. Well, my^ lords, he searched the seraglio. When 
you have to take into consideration the guardianship of a 
person of great dignity, there are two circumstances to be 
attended to ; one a faithful and affectionate guardianship of 
his person ; and the other a strong interest in his authority, 
and the means of exercising that authority in a proper and 
Ajompetent manner. 

Mr. Hastings, when he was looking for a woman in the 
seraglio (for be could find women only there), must have 
found actually in authority there the Nabob’s own mother ; 
certainly a person wbb by nature was most fit to be his 
guardian ; and there is no manner of doubt of her being 
sufficfently competent to that duty. Here then was a legiti- 
mate wife of the Nabob Jafiier Ali KhAn, a woman of rank 
and distinction, fittest to take care of the person and inter- 
ests, as far as a woman codld take care of them, of her own 
son. In this situation she had been placed before, during 
the adminlfetratio)i of Mahomed Eeza Kb An, by the direct 
orders of the go^ernor, Sir John Cartier. She had, I say, 
been put in poL’session of that trust, which it was natural and 
proper to give to such a woman. But what does Mr. Hast- 
ings do ? He deposes this woman. He strips her of her 
authority, with which he found her invested under the sanc- 
tion of the English government. He finds out a woman in 
the seraglio called Iklunny Begum, who was bound to the 
Nabob by no tie whatever of natural affection. He makes 
this woman the guardian of the young Nabob's person. She 
had a son who had been placed upon the musnud after the 
death of his father Sujah Dowlah, and had been appointed 
his guardian. This young Nabob died soon afterwards, and 
was succeeded by Nuzimut Dowlah, another natural son of 
Si^ah Dowlah. This prince being left without a mother, 
this woman was suffered to retain the guardianship of the 
Nabob till his death. When Mobarick ul Dowlah, a legitimate 
son of Suiah Dowlah, succeeded him, Sir John Cartier did 
what his duty was, he put the Nabob’s own mother into the 
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place which she was naturally entitled to hold, the guardian- 
ship of her own son, and displaced Munny Begum. The 
whole of the arrangement, by which Munny Begum was 
appointed guardian of the two preceding Nabobs, stands in 
the Company's records, stigmatized as a transaction base, 
wicked, and corrupt. We will read to your lordships an 
extract from a letter which has the signature of Mr. Sumner, 
the gentleman who sits here by the side of Mr. Hastings, 
and from which you wiU learn what the Company and the 
council thought of the original nomination of Munny Begum 
and of her sun. You will find that they considered her as 
a great agent and instrument of all the corruption there; 
and that this whole transaction, by which the bastard son of 
Munny Begum was brought forward to the prfejudice of the 
legitimate son of the Nabob, was considered to be, what it 
upon the very face of it speaks itself to be, corrupt and scan- 
dalous. 

Extract of a general letter from the president and council 
at Calcutta, Bengal, to the select committee of the directors. 
Paragraph 5. — “ At Port Saint George we received the fii*8t 
advices of the demise of Meer Jaffier, and of Sujah Dowlah’s 
defeat, it was there firmly imagined that no definitive mea- 
sures would be taken, either with respect to a peace or filling 
the vacancy in the nizamut before our arrival, as the iap- 
wing arrived in the month of January with your general 
letter, and the appointment of a committee with express 
powers to that purpose, for the successful exertion of which 
the happiest occasion now olfered. However, a contrary re- 
solution prevailed in the council ; the opportunity of acquiring 
immense fortunes was too inviting to be neglected, and the 
temptation too powerful to be resisted ; a treaty w'as hastily 
drawn up by the board, or rather transcribed with few unim- 
portant additions from that concluded with Meer Jaffier, and 
a deputation, consisting of Messrs. Johnstone, senior, Middle- 
ton, and Leycester, appointed to raise the natural son of the 
deceased Nabob to the soubahdarry, in prejudice of the. claim 
of the grandson ; and for this measure such reasons assigned 
as ought to have dictated a diametrically opposite resolution. 
Miran's son w^as a minor, which circumstance alone would 
have naturally brought the whole administration into our 
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haiicb^ at a juncture when il became indispensably necessary 
we should realize the shadow of power and influence, which, 
having no solid foundation, was exposed to the danger of 
bein^ annihilated by the first stroke of adverse fortune. • But 
this inconsistence was not regarded, nor was it material to 
the view's for precipitating the treaty, which was pressed on 
the young Nabob at the first interview, in so earnest and 
indelicate a manner, as highly disgusted him and chagrined 
his ministers, while not a single rupee was stipulated for the 
Company, whose interests were sacrificed, that their servants 
might revel in the spoils of a treasury before impoverished, 
but now totally exhausted.” 

“ 6. — This ^cene of corruption was first disclosed at a visit 
the Nabob paid to Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee a few days after our arrival ; he there delivered to his 
lordship a letter filled with bitter complaints of the insults 
and indignity he had been exposed to, and the embezzlement 
of near twenty lacks of rupees issued from his treasury for 
purposes unknow'ii, during the late negotiations ; — so public 
a complaint ctnild not be disregarded, and it soon produced 
an inquiry. W^e referre d the letter to the hoard, in expecta- 
tion of obtfiining a satisfactory account of the application of 
this money, and were answered only by a warm remon- 
strance, entered Mr. Leycester, against that very Nabob 
in whose elevaiion he boasts of having been a principal 
agent.” 

7. — Mahomed Beza Khan, the naib seiubah, was then 
called upon to account for this large disbursement from the 
treasury ; and he soon delivered to the committee the very 
extraordinary narrative entered in our proceedings, the 6tn 
of June, wherein he specifies the several names and sums, 
by whom paid, and to w hom, whether in cash, bills, or obli- 
gation. So precise, so accurate an account as this of money 
for secret and venal services was never, we believe, before 
this period, exhibited to the honourable court of directors ; at 
least never vouched by undeniable testimony and authentic 
dc^umeuts by Juggut Seet, who himself w as obliged to con- 
tribute largely to the sums demanded by Moolyram, who wa« 
employed by Mr. Johnstone in all these pecuniary transac- 
tions by the Nabob and Mahomed Beza Kh^n, who were the 
heaviest sufferers ; and lastly, by the confession of the gen- 
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tlemeii themselves, whose names are specified in the distnhur 
tion list.’* 

“ 8. — Juggut Seet expressly declared in his narrative, that 
the sum which he agreed to pay the deputation, amounting 
to 125,000 rupees, was extorted by menaces ; and since the 
close of our inquiry, and the opinions we delivered in the 
proceedings of the 2l8t of June, it fully appears, that the 
presents from the Nabob and Mahomed Reza Kh^, exceed- 
mg the immense sum of seventeen lacks, were not the volun- 
tary offerings of gratitude, but contributions levied on the 
weakness of the government, and violently exacted from the 
dependent state and timid disposition of the minister. The 
charge, indeed, is denied on the one hand, as wpll as affirmed 
on the other. Your honourable board must therefore deter- 
mine how far the circumstance of extortion may aggravate 
the crime of disobedience to your positive orders ; the ex- 
posing the government in a manner to sale, and receiving the 
infamous wages of corruption from opposite parties and con- 
tending intert'sts. W e speak with boldness, because we speak 
from conviction founded upon indubitable evidence, that be- 
sides the above sums specified in fiie distribution account, to 
the amount of £228,125 sterling, there was likewise to the 
value of several lacks of rupees procured from Nundcomar 
and Roydullub, each of whom aspired at and obtained a 
promise of that very employment it was predetermined to 
bestow on Mahomed Reza Kh^. — Signed at the end, — 
Clive, W B, Sumner, John Carnac, H. Verelst, Fra* Sykes.’’ 

My lords, the persons who sign this letter are mostly the 
friends of, and one of them is the gentleman who is bail for 
and sits near, Mr. Hastings. They state to you this horrible 
and venal transaction, by which the government was set to 
sale, by which a bastard son was elevated to the wTong of the 
natural and legitimate heir ; and in which a prostitute, his 
mother, was put in the place of the lionourable and legitimate 
mother of the representative of the family. 

Now if there was one thing more than another under 
heaven which Mr. Hastings ought to have shunned, it was 
the suspicion of being concerned in any such infamous tranii* 
action as that which is here recorded to be so — a transaction 
in which the country government had before been sold to this 
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rery woman and ber ofspring, and in wbioh two great candi- 
didkea for power in tbat country fought against each other, 
an d p erhaps the largest oiferer carried it. 

When a Gk)vemor-Qeneral sees the traces of corruption in 
the conduct of his predecessors, the traces of injustice follow- 
ing that corruption, — the traces of notorious irregularity, in 
setting aside the just claimants in favour of those that nave 
no claim at all, — jr^e has that before his eyes which ought to 
have made him the more scrupulously avoid and to keep at 
the farthest distance possible from the contagion, and even 
the suspicion of being corrupted by it. Moreover, my lords, 
it was in consequence of these very transactions, that the 
new covenants were made which bind the servants of the 
Company never to take a present of above £200, or some 
such sum of money, from any native in circumstances there 
described. This covenant I shall reserve for consideration 
in another part of this business. It was in pursuance of this 
idea, and to prevent the abuse of the prevailing custom o^ 
visiting the governing powers of that country, with a view 
of receiving presents irom them, that the House of Commons 
afterwards, in its inquiries^ took up this matter and passed 
the regulating act in 1773, But to return to Munny Begum ; 
— this very.person. that had got into power by the means ab 
ready mentioned, did Mr. Hastings resort to, knowing her to 
be well skilled in ctie trade of bribery ; knowing ber skilful 
practice in business of this sort ; knowing the fitness of her 
eunuchs, instruments, and agents to be dealers in this kind 
of traffic. This very woman did Mr. Hastings select, stigma- 
tized as she was in the Company’s record, stigmatized by the 
very gentleman who sits next to him, and whose name you 
have heard read to you, as one of those members of the 
council that reprobated the horrible iniquity of the transac- 
tion, in which this woman was a principal agent. For though 
neither the young Nabob nor his mother ought to have been 
raised to the stations in which they were placed, and were 
pl^d there for the purpose of facilitating the receipt of 
bribes, yet the order of nature was preserved, and the mother 
was made the guardian of her own son. For though she was 
a prostitute and he a bastard, yet still she was a mother and 
he a son ; and both nature and legitimate disposition, with 
regard to the guardianship of a son, went togetner. , 
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But what did Mr. Hastings do ? Improving upon the pre- 
ceding transaction, improving on it by a kiua of refinement 
in corruption, he drives away the lawful mother from her 
lawful guardianship ; the mother of nature he turns out, and 
he delivers her son to the stepmother, to be the guardian of 
his person. That your lordships may see who this woman 
was, we shall read to you a paper from your lordships' min- 
utes, produced before Mr. Hastings’s face, and never contra- 
dicted by him from that day to this. 

At a consultation, 24th July, 1775: — “Shah Chanim, de- 
ceased, was sister to the Nabob Mahub ul Jung by the same 
father, but difterent mothers ; she married Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Khan, by whom she had a son and a daughter; the 
name of the former was Meer Mahomed Sadduc Ali Kh&n, 
and the latter was married to Meer Mahomed Cossim KhAn 
Sadduc ; Ali KhAn had two sons and two daughters ; the 
sons’ names are Meer 8ydoc and Meer Sobeem, who are now 
living ; the daughters were married to Sultan Merza Daood. 

“ Baboo Begum, the mother of the Nabob- Mobarick ul 
Dowlah, was the daughter of Summim Ali KhAn, and mar- 
ried Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan. The history of Munny 
Begum is this ; — At a village called Balcurda, near Sehindra, 
there lived a widow, wdio from her great poverty, not being 
able to bring up her daughter Munny, gave her to a slave gin 
belonging to Summim Ali Khan, whose name was Bissoo; 
during the space of five years she lived at Shahiehunabad, 
and w^as educated by Bissoo, after the manner of a dancing 
girl ; afterward the Nabob Shamot Jung, upon the marriage 
of Ikram ul Dow lab, brother to the Nabob Surage ul Dowl^, 
sent for Bissoo Beg’s set of dancing girls from Shahjehuna- 
bad, of which IVlunuy Begum was one, and allowed them 
10,CKK) rupees for their expenses, to dance at the wedding ; 
while this ceremony was celebrating they were kept by the 
Nabob, but some months afterwards he msmissed them, and 
th^^ took up their residence in this city. Meer Mahomed 
Ja mer KhAu t hen took them into keeping, and allowed Munny 
and her set 500 rupees per month ; till at length finding that 
Munny was pregnant, he took her into his own house ; she 
gave birth to the Nabob Nijam ul Dowlah, and in this man- 
ner she has remained in the Nabob’s familv ever since.** 



VABBXK HiL^riBaS, S8Q« 




My lordS) 1 do not mean to detain you long upon this part 
of tbe business ; but I have thought it necessary to adyert to 
these particulars. As to all the rest, the honourable and able 
manager who preceded me has sufficiently impressed upon 
your lordships* minds the monstrous nature of the deposing 
of the Nabob’s raotlier from the guardianship of her son, for 
the giiirpose of placing this woman there at the bead of ail 
his mmuy, and of his domestic concerns in the seraglio with- 
in doors, and at the head of the state without ; together with 
the disposal of the whole of the revenue that was allowed 
him. Mr. Hastings pretends, indeed, to have appointed at 
the same time a trusty mutseddy to keep the accounts of the 
revenue, but he has since declared that no account had been 
kept, and thftt it was in vain to desire it or to call for it. 
This is the state of the case with respect to the appointment 
of Munny Begum. With regard to the reappointment of 
Mahomea Ileza Khan, you have heard from my w^orthy fel- 
low manager that he w^as acquitted of the charges that had 
been brought against him by Mr. Hastings after a long and 
lingering trial. The Company was perfectly satisfied with 
the acquittal, and declared that he was not only acquitted, 
but honourably acquitted ; and they also declared that he had 
a fair claim to a compensation for his sufferiugs. They not 
only declared hiirt innocent, but meritorious. They gave 
orders that he should be considered as a person who was to 
be placed in office again upon the first occasion, and that he 
hau entitled himself to this favour by his conduct in the place 
which he bad before filled. 

The council of the year 1775 (whom I can never mention 
nor shall mention w'ithout honour), who complied faithfully 
wdth the act of parliament, who never disobeyed the orders 
of the Company, and to whom no man has imputed even 
the shadow of corruption, found that this Munny Begum had 
acted in the manner wdiich my honourable fellow manager 
has stated ; that she had dissipated the revenue ; that she 
had neglected *the education of the Nabob, and had thrown 
the whole judicature of the country into confusion. They 
ordered that she should be removed from her situation ; that 
the Nabob’s own mother should be placed at the head of the 
seraglio, a situation to wdiich she was entitled ; and, with re- 
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giu?d to the rest of the offices, that Mahomed Eeza Khki 
Siould be employed to fill them. 

Mr. Hastings resisted these propositions with all his might ; 
but they were by that happy momentary majority carried 
against him, and Mahomed Keza Khan was placed in his 
former situation. But Mr. Hastings, though nms defeated, 
was only waiting for what he considered to be the fortunate 
moment for returning again to his corrupt, vicious, tyrannical, 
and disobedient habits. The reappointment of Mahomed E>ez^ 
Khibi had met with the fullest approbation of the Company ; 
and they directed, that as long as his good behaviour entitled 
him to it be should continue in the office. Mr. Hastings, 
however, without alleging any ill behaviour, and for no reason 
that can be assigned, but his corrupt engagement with Mun- 
ny Begum, overturned (upon the pretence of restoring the 
Jwabob to his rights) the whole of the Company’s arrange- 
ment, as settled by. the late majority, and approved by the 
court of directors. 

I have now to show you what sort of a man the Nabob 
was, who was thus set up in defiance of the Company’s au- 
thority ; what Mr. Hastings hiniRelf thought of him ; what 
the judges thought of him ; and what all the world thought 
of him. 

I must first make your lordships acquainted with a little 
preliminary matter : — a man named Koy Eadachum had been 
^pointed vakeel, or agent, to manage the Nabob’s affairs at 
Calcutta. One of this man’s creditors attached him there. 
Eoy Badachurn pleaded his privilege as the vakeel or repre- 
sentative of a sovereign prince. The question came to be 
tried in the supreme court, and the issue was, Whether the 
Nabob was a sovereign prince or not ? I think the court did 
exceedingly wTong in entertaining such a question ; because, 
in my opinion, whether he was or was not a sovereign prince, 
any person representing him ought to be left free, and to 
have a proper and secure means of concerting his affiairs with 
the council. It was, however, taken otherw isei,; the question 
was brought to trial, Whether the Nabob was a spvereign 
prince, sufficient to appoint and protect a person to manage 
nis afiairs under the name of an ambassador P In that cause 
did Mr. Hastings come forward to prove, by a voluntary affi* 
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davit, that he had no pretensions, no power, no authority at 
all ; that he was a mere pageant, a thing of straw, and that 
the Company exercised every species of authority over him, 
in every particular, and in every respect j and that therefore 
to talk of him as an efficient person, was an affront to the 
common sense pf mankind ; and this you will lind the judges 
a^rwards declared to be their opinion. 

I will here press again one remark (which perhaps you 
may recollect that I have made before), that the chief and 
most usual mode, in which all the villanies perpetrated in 
India by Mr. Hastings and his copartners in iniouity, has 
been through the medium and instrumentality oi persons 
whom they pretended to have rights of their own, and to be 
acting for tliemselves ; whereas such persons were, in fact, 
totally dependent upon him, Mr. Hastings, and did no one 
act that was not prescribed by him. In order, therefore, to 
let you see the utter falsehood, fraud, prevarication, and de» 
ceit of the pretences by which the native powers of India 
are represented to be independent, and are held up as the 
instruments of defying the laws of this kingdom, under pre- 
text of their being absolu^ princes, I will read the affidavit 
of Warren Hastin<?s, Esq.. Governor-General of Bengal, made 
the Slst July, 17 V5: — “This deponent maketh oath, and 
saith, That the late president and council did, on or about 
the month of August, 1772, by their own authority appoint 
Munny Begum, relict of the late Nabob, Meer Jaffier Ali Khlln, 
to be guardian to the present Nabob, Mobarick ul Dowlah, 
and Bajah Goordas, son of Mahah Bajah Nundcomar, to be 
dewan of the said Nabob’s household ; allowing to the said 
Munny Begum a salary of 140,000 rupees per annum ; and 
to the said Bajah Goordas, for himself ana officers, a salary 
of 100,000 rupees per annum. — That the said late president 
and council did, in or about the month of August, 1772, plan 
and constitute regular and distinct courts of justice, civil and 
criminal, by their own authority, for administration of jus- 
tice to the inhabitants throughout Bengal, without consulting 
the said Nabob, or requiring his concurrence, and that the said 
civil courts were made solely dependent on the presidency of 
Calcutta ; and the said criminal courts were put under the 
inspection and control of the Company’s servants, although 
ostensibly under the name of the nazim, as appears from the 

VOL. Vlll. Y 
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following extracts from the plan for the administration of 
justice, constituted by the president and council as afore- 
said.*’ 

My lords, we need not go through all the circumstances of 
this affidavit which is in your minutes, and to save time, 1 
will refer your lordships to them. This affidavit, as I have 
already said, was put into the court to prove that the Nabob 
had no power or authority at all ; but what is very singular 
in it, and which I recommend to the particular notice of your 
lordships when you are scrutinizing this matter, is, that there 
is not a single point stated to prove the nullity of this Nabob's 
authority, that was not Mr. Hastings’s own particular act. 
Well, the Governor- General swears ; the judges of the court 
refers to him in his decision ; he builds and bottoms it upon 
the Governor- General’s affidavit ; he swears, I say, that the 
council, by their own authority, appointed Munny Begum to 
be guardian to the Nabob. “ By what aut^rity,” the Go- 
vernor-General asks, “ did the council erect courts of law and 
superintend the administration of justice, without any com- 
munication with the Nabob ? Had the Nabob himself any 
idea that he was a sovereign ? Does he complain of the 
reduction of his stipend or the infringement of treaties ? No ; 
he appears to consider himself to be, what in fact he really 
is, absolutely dependent on the Company, and to be willing 
to accept any pittance they would ^low him for his main- 
tenance. He claims no rights. Does he complain that the 
administration of justice is taken into the hands of the Com- 
pany ? No. By the treaty, the protection of his subjects 
is delivered up to the Company ; and he well knew that, 
whoever may oe held up as the ostensible prince, the admin- 
istration of justice must be in the hands of those who have 
power to enforce it.” He goes on, “The Governor- General, 
who, I suppose, had a delicacy to state more than what had 
before been made public, closes his affidavit with saying, 
that all he has deposed to he believes to be publicly known, 
as it is particularly set forth in the printed book entitled Be- 
ports ot the Committee of the House of Commons. I knew,” 
he adds, “ it was there, aud was therefore surprised at 
application ; it is so notorious that everybody m the 8ejt;tle- 
inent must have known it ; when 1 say everybody 1 mean 
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with an exception to the gentlemen who have apuhed to th^ 
court. The only reason 1 can rive for their applying is the 
little time they nave been in the country.** The judge 
think it is Chief Justice Impey) then goes on, “ Perhaps this 
question might have been determined merely on the dates of 
the letters to the Governor- General ; but as the council have 
made the other a serious question, I should not have thought 
that I had done my duty, if I had not given a full and deter- 
minate opinion upon it ; I should have been sonr if I had 
left it doubtful, whether the empty name of a Nabob should 
be thrust between a delinquent and the laws, so as effectually 
to protect him from the hand of justice.** 

My lords, ^he court, as you see, bottoms its determination 
on what we stand upon here, Mr. Hasting8*8 evidence, that 
the empty name oi a pretended sovereign should not be 
thrust forth between a delinquent and justice. 

What does Mr. Lemaistre, the other judge, say upon this 
occasion,-— with regard to this phantom, that man of straw, 
Mobarick ul Dowlah, it is an insult on the understanding of 
the court to have made tthe question of his sovereignty. 
But as it came from the Governor- General and council, I 
have too luuch respect for that body to treat it ludicrously^ 
and I confess, I cannot consider it seriously, and we always 
shall consider a letter of business from the Nabob the same 
as a letter from the Governor- General and council.’* 

This is the unanimous opinion of all the judges concern- 
ing the state and condition of the Nabob. We have thus 
established the point we mean to establish, that any use 
which shall be made of the Nabob’s name, for the purpose 
of justifying any disobedience to the orders of the Company, 
or of bringing forward corrupt and unfit persons for the 
government, could be considered as no other than the act of 
the persons who shall make such a use of it ; and that no 
letter that the Nabob writes to any one in power was or 
could be considered as any other than the fetter of that 
person himself. This we wish to impress upon your lord- 
ships, because, as you have before seen the use that has 
been made in this way of the Nabob of Oude, you may 
judge of the use that has been made of the name of Hydof 
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Beg Kliin, and of the names of all the eminent persona of 
the countnr. One word more, and I have done if, whilst 
you remarfc the use that is made of this man’s name, your 
lordships shall find that this use has ever been made of his 
name for his benefit, or for the purpose of giving him any 
useful or substantial authority, or of meliorating his condi- 
tion in any way whatever, forgive the fraud, forgive the dis- 
obedience. 

But if we have shown your lordships that it was for no 
other purpose than to disobey the orders of the Company, to 
trample upon the laws of his country, to introduce back 
again, and to force into power, those very corrupt and wicked 
instruments which had formerly done so much mischief, and 
for which mischief they were removed, then we i^hall not have 
passed our time in vain, in endeavouring to prove that this 
man, in the opinion of a court of justice, and by public no- 
toriety, and by Mr. Hastings’s own opinion, was held to be 
fit for nothing but to be made a tool in his hands. 

Having stated to your lordships generally the effects pro- 
duced upon the Mahomedan interest of Bengal by the mis- 
conduct of the prisoner at your •bar, with respect to the 
appointment of the guardian of the Nabob or Soubahdar of 
that province, and of the ministers of his government, I shall 
have the honour of attending your lordships another day; 
and shall show you the use that has been made of this govern- 
ment and of the authority of the Nabob, who, as your lord- 
ships have seen, was the mere phantom of power ; and I shall 
show how much a phantom he was for every good purpose, 
and how effectual an instrument he was made for every 
bad one. 

[A^joumecL 
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SATURDAY, 14th JUNE, 1794. 


EIGHTH DAT OP REPLY. 

(Mb. Btjbke.) 

Mt Lords, — Your lordships heard, upon the last dajof 
the meeting of this high court, the distribution of the several 
matters which I should have occasion to lay before you, and 
by which I resolved to guide myself in the examination of 
the conduct of Mr. Hastings with regard to Bengal. I 
stated, that I should first show the manner in which he com- 
ported himself with regard to the people who were found 
m possession of the government when we first entered into 
Bengal, We have shown to your lordships the progressive 
steps by which the nati^ government was brought into a 
state of annihikti* n. We have stated the manner in which 
that government ^vaa solemnly declared by a court of justice 
to be depraved and incompetent to act, and dead in law. We 
have shown to your lordships (and we have referred you to 
the document) that its death was declared, upon a certificate 
of the principal attending physician of the state, namely, Mr. 
Warren Ifastings himself; this was declared in an affidavit 
made by him, wherein he has gone through all the powers of 

f overnment, of whicli he had regularly despoiled the Nabob 
lobarick ul Dowlah part by part, exactly according to the 
ancient formula by which a degraded knight was despoiled 
of his knighthood ; they took, 1 say, from him all the powers 
of government, article by article, his helmet, his shield, his 
cuirass, at last they hacked off his spurs, and left him no- 
thing. Mr. Hastings laid down all the premises, and left the 
judges to draw the conclusion. 

Your lordships will remark (for you will find it on your 
minutes), that the judges have declared this affidavit of Mr. 
Hastings to be a delicate affidavit. We have heard of affi- 
davits that were true ; we have heard of affidavits that were 
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peijured ; but this is the first instance that has come to our 
knowledge (and we receive it as a proof of Indian refine- 
motit) of a delicate affidavit. This affidavit of Mr. Hastings, 
We shall show to your lordships, is not entitled to the descnp- 
tion of a good affidavit, however it might be entitled, in the 
opinion of those judges, to the description of a delicate affida- 
vit, a phrase by which they appear to have meant that he had 
furnished all the proofs of the Nabob’s deposition, but had 
delicately avoided to declare him expressly deposed. The 
judges cfrew, however, this indelicate conclusion ; the con- 
clusion they drew was founded upon the premises; it was 
very just and logical ; for they declared that he was a mere 
cypher. They commended Mr. Hastings’s deljcacy, though 
tliey did not imitate it •, but they pronounced sentence of 
deposition upon the said Nabob, and they declared that any 
letter or paper that w^as produced from him could not be con- 
sidered as an act of government. So effectually was he re- 
moved by the judges out of the w’ay, that no minority, no 
insanity, no physical cicumstances, not even death itself, 
could put a man more completely out of sight. They de- 
clare tnat they would consider his letters in no other light 
than as the letters of the Company, represented by the Go- 
vernor- General and council. Thus, then, w e find the Nabob 
legally dead. 

Wo find next, that he w'as politically dead. Mr. Hastings, 
not satisfied with the affidavit he made in court, has thought 
proper upon record to inform the Company and the world of 
what he considered him to be civilly aucf politically. — [Minute 
entered by the Governor- General :] — “ The Governor- General. 
I objtict to this motion [a motion relative to the trial above 
alluded to], because I do not apprehend that the declaration of 
the judges, respecting the Nabob’s sovereignty, will involve 
this government in any difficulties with the French or other 
foreign nations.” [Mark, lords, these political effects.] 
“How little the screen of tiie Nabob’s name has hitherto 
availed wnll appear in the frequent and inconclusive corre- 
spondence which has been maintained with the foreign settle- 
ments, the French especially, since the Company have thought 
proper to stand forth in their real character in the exercise of 
the dewanny. From that period the government of these 
provinoes has been wholly theirs, nor can all the subtilties 
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and distinctions of political sophistrjr conceal the possession 
of power, where the exercise of it is openly practised and 
universally felt in its operation. — In deference to the com- 
mands of the Company, we have generally endeavoured, in all 
our correspondence with foreigners, to evade the direct avowal 
of our possessing the actual rule of the country ; employing 
the unapplied term government for the power to which we 
exacted their submission ; but I do not remember any in- 
stance, and I hope none wll be found, of our having been so 
disingenuous as to disclaim our own power, or to affirm that 
the Nabob was the real sovereign of those provinces. In 
effect 1 do not hesitate to say, that I look upon this state of 
indecision t<j have been productive of all the embarrassments 
which we have experienced with the foreign settlements ; 
none of them have ever owned any dominion but that of the 
British government in these provinces. Mr. Chevalier has 
repeatedly declared that he will not acknowledge any other, 
but will look to that only for the support of the privileges 
possessed by his nation, and shall protest against that alone 
as responsible for any act of power by which their privileges 
may be violated or their property disturbed. The Dutch, the 
Danes, have severally applied to this government, as to the 
ruling power, fc r the grant of indulgences and the redress of 
their grievarcet. In our replies to aU, we have constantly 
assumed the prerogatives of that character, but eluded the 
direct avowal of it ; under the name of influence, we have 
offered them protection, and we have granted them the in- 
dulgences of government, under elusive expressions, some- 
times applied to our treaties with the Nabobs, sometimes to 
our own rights as the dewan, sometimes openly declaring the 
virtual rule which we held of these provinces, we have con- 
tended with them for the rights of government, and threat- 
ened to repel with force the encroachments on it ; we, in one 
or two instances, have actually put these threats into execu- 
tion, by orders directly issued to the officers of government, 
and enforced by detachments from our own military forces. 
The Nabob was never consulted, nor was the pretence ever 
made that his orders or concurrence were necessary; in a 
word, we have always allowed ourselves to be treated as prin- 
cipals ; we have treated as principals ; but we have contemted 
oiiroelves with letting our actions insinuate the character 
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which we effectually possessed, without asserting it. — For 
my own part, I have ever considered the reserve which has 
been enjoined on us in this respect as a consequence of the 
doubts which have long prevailed, and which are still suffered 
to subsist, respecting the rights of the British government 
and the Company to the property and dominion of these pro- 
vinces, not as inferring a doubt with respect to any forei^ 
power ; it has, however, been productive of great inconveni- 
ences, it has prevented our acting with vigour in our disputes 
with the Butch and French. The former refuse to this day 
the payment of the bahor pescush, although the right is in- 
contestably against them, and we have threatened to enforce 
it. Both nations refuse to be bound by our (fecrees, or to 
submit to our regulations ; they refuse to submit to the pay- 
ment of the duties on the foreign commerce, but in their own 
way, which amounts almost to a total exemption ; they refuse 
to submit to the duty of ten per cent, which is levied upon 
foreign salt, by which (unless a stop can be put to it by a 
more decisive rule) they will draw the whole of that im- 
portant trade into their own colonies ; and even in the single 
instance in which they have allowea us to prescribe to them, 
namely, the embargo on grain on the apprehensjon of a 
dearth, I am generally persuaded that they acquiesced from 
the secret design of taking the advantage of the general sus- 
pension, by exporting grain clandestinely under cover of their 
colours, which they knew would screen them from the rigor- 
ous examination of our officers. We are precluded from form- 
ing many arrangements of general utility, because of their 
want of control over the European settlement j and a great 
part of the defects which suosist in the government and 
commercial state of the country are ultimately derived from 
this source. I have not the slightest suspicion that a more 
open and decided conduct would expose us to worse conse- 
quences from the European nations ; on the contrary, we 
have the worst of the argument, while we contend with them 
under false colours, while they know us under the disguise, 
and we have not the confidence to disown it ; what we have 
don© and may do under an assumed character is full as likely 
to involve us in a war with France, a nation not much in- 
fluenced by logical weapons, if such can be supposed to be 
the likely consequences of our own trifling disagreement with 
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them, ns if we stood forth their avowed opponents. To con- 
clude, instead of regretting, with Mr. Francis, the occasion 
which deprives us of so useless and hurtful a disguise, I 
should rather rejoice (were it really the case), and consider 
it as a crisis which freed the constitution of our government 
from one of its greatest defects.” 

Now, my lords, the delicacy of the affidavit is no more— 
the great arcanum of the state is avowed — it is avowed that 
the government is ours — that the Nabob is nothing. It is 
avowed to foreign nations ; and the disguise which we have 
put on, Mr. Hastings states, in his opinion, to be hurtful to 
the affairs of fjjie Company. Here we perceive the exact and 
the perfect agreement between his character as a delicate 
affidavit maker in a court of justice, and his indelicate declar- 
ations upon the records of the Company for the information 
of the whole world, concerning the real arcanum of the 
Bengal government. * 

Now 1 cannot help praising his consistency upon this occa- 
sion, whether his policy was right or wrong ; hitherto we find 
the whole consistent, we fini the affidavit perfectly supported. 
The inferences, wliich delicacy at first prevented him from pro- 
ducing, better recc Section and more perfect policy made nim 
here avow. In thk state things continued. The Nabob, your 
lordships see, is dead — dead in law — dead in politics — dead 
in a court of justice — dead upon the records of the Company. 
Except in mere animal existence, it is all over with him. 

I have now to state to your lordships, that Mr. Hastings, 
who has the power of putting even to death in this way, 
possesses likewise the art of restoring to life. But what is 
the medicine that revives them ? — Your lordships, I am sure, 
will be glad to know what nostrum, not hitherto pretended 
to by quacks in physic, by quacks in politics, nor by quacks 
in law, will serve to revive this man, to cover his dead bones 
with flesh, and to give him life, activity, and vigour. My 
lords, I am about to tell you an instance of a recipe of suen 
infallible efficacy as was never before discovered. His cure 
for all disorders is disobedience to the commands of his law- 
fril superiors. When the orders of the court of directors are 
contraiT ^ his own opinions, he forgets them all. Let the 
eouit 01 directors but aeclare in favour of his own system and 
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ham OTO positions, and that very moment, merely for the pms 
pose of declaring his right of rebellion against the laws of 
nis country, he counteracts them. Then these dead bones 
arise ; or, to use a language more suitable to the dignity of 
the thing, Bayes’s men are all revived. “ Are these men 
dead?” asks Mr. Bayes’s friend. “No,” says he, “th^ 
shall all get up and dance immediately.” — But in this ludi- 
crous view of Mr. Hastings’s conduct, your lordships must 
not lose sight of its great importance. You cannot have, in 
an abstract, as it were, any one thing that better developes 
the principles of the man ; that more fully developes all the 
sources oi his conduct, and of all the frauds and iniquities 
which he has committed, in order at one and the same time 
to evade his duty to the court of directors, that is to say, to 
the laws of his country, and to oppress, crush, rob, and ill- 
treat the people that are under him. 

My lords, you have had an account of the person who 
represented the Nabob’s dignity, Mahomed Eeza^han; you 
have heard of the rank he bore, the sufferings that he went 
through, his trial and honourable acquittal, and the Company’s 
order, that the first opportunity Miould be taken to appoint 
him naib soubah, or deputy of the Nabob, and more especially 
to represent him in the administering of justice. Your lord- 
ships are also acquainted with what w^as done in consequence 
of those orders by the council-general, in the restoration and 
reestablishment of the executive pow er in this person ; not 
in the poor Nabob, a poor, helpless, ill-bred, ill-eaucated boy, 
but in the first Mussulman of the country, who had before 
exercised the office of naib soubah, or deputy viceroy, in or- 
der to give some degree of support to the expiring honour and 
justice of that country. The majority, namely, General 
Claveriug, Colonel Monson, and Mr. rVancis, whose names, as 
I have before said, will, for obedience to the Company, fideli- 
ty to the law s, honour to themselves, and a purity untouched 
and unimpeachod, stand distinguished and honoured, in spite 
of all the corrupt and burking virulence of India against 
them. These men, I say, obeyed the Company ; they had 
no secret or fraudulent connexion with Mahomed Bexa 
£Mn ; but they reinstated him in his office. 

The moment that real death had carried awav two of 
most Tirtuous of this community, and that Mr. fiastmgs was 
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thereby reestablished in his ^ower, he returned to his former 
state of rebellion to the Company, and of fimid and oppres* 
sion upon the people. And here we come to the revivificat^ 
ing medicine. 1 forgot to tell your lordshijps that this Nabob, 
whose letters were declared by a court of law, with his own 
approbation, to be in effect letters of the Q-ovemor- General 
and council, concludes a formal application transmitted to 
them, and dated 17th November, 1777, with a demand of the 
restoration of his rights. Mr. Hastings upon this enters the 
following minute: — ‘^The Nabob’s demands are grounded 
upon positive rights, which will not admit of a discussion ; 
he has an incontestable right to the management of his own 
household ; hg has an incontestable right to the nizamut.’* 

My lords, you have heard his affidavit, you have heard his 
avowed and lecorded opinion. In direct defiance of both, 
because he wishes to make doubtful the orders of the Com- 
pany and to evade his duty, he here makes without any deli- 
cacy a declaration, which, if it be true, the affidavit is a gross 
peijury, let it be managed with what delicacy he pleases. 
The word nizamut, whicl^ he uses, may be unfamiliar to 
your lordships. In India it signifies the whole executive 
government, though the word strictly means viceroyalty ; all 
the princes of that country holding their dominions as repre* 
sentatives of the Mogul, the great nominal sovereign of the 
empire. To convince you that it does so, take his own ex- 
planation of it. — “ It is his by inheritance ; the adowlet and 
the fouzdarry having been repeatedly declared by the Com- 
pany and by this government to appertain to the nizamut. 
The adowlet, namely, the distribution of civil justice; and 
the fouzdarry, namely, the executive criminal justice of that 
country, that is to say, the whole sovereign government pf 
the courts of iustice, have been declared by the Company to 
appertain to the nizamut.” 

I beg of your lordships to recollect, when you take into 
your consideration the charges of the House of Commons, 
that the person they accuse, and persons suborned by him, 
have never scrupled to be guilty, without sense of shame, of 
the most notorious falsehoods, the most glaring inconsistent 
eies, and even of peijury itself ; and that it is thus they make 
the power of the Company de»l or alive, as best suits their 
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own wicked) clandestine, and ^audulent purposes, and 
great end of aU their actions and all their politics, plunder 
and peculation. 

I must here refer youi lordships to a minute of Mr. Fran- • 
cis’s, which I recommend to your reading at large, and to 
your very serious recollection, in page 1086 ; because it con- 
tains a complete history of Mr. Hastings’s conduct, and of its 
effects upon this occasion. 

And now to proceed. The Nabob, in a subs<^quent appli- 
cation to the Company’s government at Calcutta^ desires that 
Muiiny Begum may be allowed to take on herself the whole 
administration of the affairs of the nizamut (not the superi- 
ority in the administration of the affairs of the seraglio only, 
though this would have been a tyrannical usurpation of the 
power belonging to the legitimate mother of the Nabob), 
without the interference of any person whatever; and he 
adds, that by this the Governor will give him complete satis- 
faction. In all fraudulent correspondences, you are sure to 
find the true secret of it at last. It has been said by some- 
body, that the true sense of a lej-.ter is to be learnt from its 
postscript. But this matter is so clumsily managed, that in 
contempt of all decency, the first thing the Nabob does is to 
desire ho may be put into the hands of Munny Begum, and 
that without the interference of anybody whatever. 

The next letter, immediately following on the heels of the 
former, w^as received by the council on the I2th of Februaiy, 
1778. In this letter he desires that Mahomed Rezf Kh&u 
may be removed from his office in the government ; and ho 
expresses his hopes, that as he himseff is now come to years 
of maturitv, and by the blessing of God is not so devoid of 
understanding as to be incapable of conducting his affairs: 
he says, “ I am therefore hopeful, from your favour and regard 
to justice, that you will deliver mo from the authority ot the 
aforesaid Mahomed Beza Khan, and give your permission that 
I take on myself the management of the adowlet and fouz- 
darrjr.*[ — There is no doubt of this latter application, in con- 
tradiction to the former; having arisen from a suspicion that 
the appointment of Munny Begum* would be too gross, and 
would shock the council ; and Mr. Hastings therefore orders 
the second letter to be written from the Nabob,rin which he 
claims the powers of government for hhnself. Then follou s 
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•^letter from the Q^TerooivG^e^'erid, informing the Nabob, iliat 
it had been agreed that his excellency being now arrived at 
years of matimty, the control of his own household, and the 
courts dependent on the nizamut and fouzdarry, should be 
placed in his hands ; and Mahomed Eeza KhS<n was directed, 
at the same time, to resign his authority to the Nabob. 

Here your lordships see Munny Begum, in effect, com- 
pletely invested with, and you will see how she has used her 
power ; for I suppose your lordships are sick of the name of 
Nabob, as a real actor in the government. You now seo the 
true parties in the transaction, namely, the lover, Warren 
Hastings, Esq. ; and Munny Begum, the object of his passion 
and flame ; to which he sacrifices as much as Antony ever 
did to Cleopala^. You see the object of his love and affec- 
tion placed in the administration of the viceroyalty ; you see 
placed at her disposal the administration of the civil judica • 
ture and of the executory justice, together with the salary 
which was intended for Mahomed Beza Khan. 

Your lordships will be pleased to remember, that this dis- 
tribution of the Nabob’s government was made in direct de- 
fiance of the ordt Ts of the Company. And as a further proof 
of this defiance, it will not escape your lordships, that, before 
this measure was carried into execution, Mr. Barwell being 
one day absent from the council, Mr. Hastings fell into a mi- 
nority ; and it was agreed, upon that occasion, that the whole 
affair should be referred home to the court of directors, and 
that no arrangement should be made till the directors had 
given their opinion. Mr. Hastings, the very moment after 
Mr. Barwell's return to his seat in the council, rescinds this 
resolution, which subjected the orders of the court of direct- 
ors to their own reconiuderation ; and he hurries headlong 
and precipitately into the execution of his first determination. 
Your loraships will also see, in this act, what sort of use Mr, 
Hastings made of the council ; and I have therefore insisted 
upon aU these practices of the prisoner at your bar, because 
there is not one of them in which some principle of govern- 
ment is not wounded, if not mortally woundedL 

My lords, we have laid before you the consequences of this 
proceeding. We have show^n what passed within the walls 
of the seraglio, and w^hat tyranny was exercised by this 
woman over the multitude of women there. I shau now 



SPEECH nr THE IKPEACHKEHT OP 


m 

show foitr lordships in what manner she made use of lier 
power over the supreme judicature, to peculate, and to de- 
stroy the country ; and I shall adduce, as proofs of this abuse 
of her authority, the facts I am about to relate, and of which 
there is evidence before your lordships. There was an os- 
tensible man, named Sudder ul Hoe Kh^ln, placed there at 
the head of the administration of justice, with a salary of 
£7000 a year of the Company’s money. This man, m a 
letter to tne Governor- General and council, received the Ist 
of September, 1778, says, — “ His highness himself [the Na- 
bob] 18 not deficient in regard for me, but certain bad men 
have gained an ascendency over his temper, by whose insti- 
gation he acts.** You will see, my lords, how this poor man 
was crippled in the execution of his duty, and dishonoured by 
the corruption of this woman and her eunuchs, to whom Mr. 
Hastings had given the supreme government, and with it an 
uncontrolled infiuence over all the dependent parts. After 
thus complaining of the slights lie receives from the Nabob, 
he adds, Thus they cause the Nabob to treat me, sometimes 
with indignity, and others with kindness, just as they think 
proper to advise him ; their view ^s that, by compelling me to 
displeasure at such unworthy treatment, they may force me 
either to relinquish my station, or to join with them and act 
with their advice, and appoint creatures of their recommend- 
ation to the different effaces, from which they might draw pro- 
fit to themselves.** — In a subsequent letter to the Quvemor, 
Sudder ul Hoe Khkn says, “ The Begum’s ministers, before 
my arrival, with the advice of their counsellors, caused the 
Nabob to sign a receipt, in consequence of which they re- 
ceived, at two different times, near 60,000 rupees, in the 
name of the officers of the adowlet, fouzdarry, Ac., from 
the Company’s sircar ; and having drawn up an account cur- 
rent in the manner they wished, they got the Nabob to si^ 
it, and then sent it to me.” In the same letter he asseiis, 
that these people have the Nabob entirely in their power. 

Now, 1 have only to remark to your lordships, that the 
first and immediate operation of Mr. Hastings’s regulation, 
which put everything into the hands of this wicked woman 
for her corrupt purposes, was, that the office of chief justice 
was trampled upon and depraved, and made use of to plun- 
der the Company of money which was appropriated to theif 
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was forced to become the instrument in the himds of this 
wicked woman and her two wicked eunuchs. This then 
was the representation which the chief justice made to Mr. 
Hastings as one of the very first fruits of his new arrange- 
ment. I am now to tell you what his next step was. This 
same Mr. Hastings, who had made the Nabob master of every- 
thing, and placed everything at his disposal, who had main- 
tained that the Nabob was not to act a secondary part, and 
to be a mere instrument in the hands of the Company, who 
had, as you have seen, revived the Nabob, now puts him to 
death again. He pretends to be shocked at these proceedings 
of the Nabob, and not being able to prevent their coming 
before the council of the directors at home, he immediately 
took Sudder ul Iloe Kh&n under his protection. 

Now your lordships see Mr. Hastings appearing in his own 
cliaracter again ; exercising the power he had pretended to 
abdicate, whilst the Nabob sinks and subsides under him. 
He becomes the supporter of Sudder ul Hoe Kh^n, now that 
the infamy of the treatment he received could no longer be 
concealed from the councik On the 1st of September, 1778, 
the Oovemor informs the Nabob, “ that it is highly expedient 
that Suddtr u) Hoe Khan should have full control in all 
matters relative to his office, and the sole appointment and 
dismission of toe sudder and mofussal officers ; and that his 
seal and signature should be authentic to all papers having 
1 elation to the business intrusted to him ; I therefore in- 
timate to you that he should appoint and dismiss all the 
officers under him, and that your excellency should not inter- 
fere in any one.’* 

The Nabob, in a letter to the Governor received the 8rd of 
September, 1778, says, “ Agreeably to your pleasure, I have 
relinquished all concern with the aff'airs of the fouzdarry and 
adowlet, leaving the entire management in Sudder ul Hoe 
Kh&n*B hands.” — Here you see the Nabob again reduced to 
his former state of subordination. This chief justiceship, 
which was declared to he his inherent right, he is obliged to 
submit to the control of Mr, Hastings, and to declare that he 
will not interfere at all in a matter which Mr. Hastings had 
declared to be bis incommunicable attribute. I do not say 
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that Mr. Hastings interfered improperly. Certainly it was 
not fit that the highest court of justice in all Beng^ should 
he made the instrument of the rapacity of a set of villains, 
with a prostitute at their head ; just as if a gang of thieves 
in Engmnd with their prostitutes at their head should seize 
the judge which ought to punish them, and endeavour to make 
use of his name in their iniquitous transactions. But your 
lordships will find that Mr. Hastings is here acting a merely, 
ostensime part, and that he has always a means of defeating 
privately what he declares publicly to be his intention. Your 
lordships will see soon how this ended. Mr. Hastings gets 
the Naoob to give up all his authority over the chief justice ; 
but he says not one word of Munny Begum, the person who 
had the real authority in her hands, and whoVas not for- 
bidden to interfere with him. — Mr. Hastings’s order is dated 
the Ist September, 1778. On the 3rd of September, the 
Nabob is said to have relinquished all concern with Sudder 
ul Hoe Khan. In a letter received the 30th of September 
(that is, about 27 days after the date of Mr. Hastings’s order), 
you will see how this pretended order was managed. Sudder 
ul Hoe Kh&n thus writes in a letter received the 30th of 
September; — Yattibar Ali Khan (Munny Begum’s chief 
eunuch), from the amount of salaries of the officers of the 
adowlet and fouzdarry, which before my arrival he had re- 
ceived for tw^o months from the sircar, made disbursements 
according to his own pleasure. He had before caused the 
sum of 7400 rupees, ou account of the price of mine and my 
paishcars kelauts, to be carried to account, and now continu- 
ally sends a man to demand from me 1300 and odd rupees, 
as a balance of the price of kelants, and constantly presses 
mo to take it from the amount of the salaries of the officers 
of the adowlet and fouzdarry and send it to him, and I shall 
be under the necessity of complying. I mention this for 
your information.” 

My lords, you see agaiu how Mr. Hastings's pretended 
orders were obeyed ; they wei^ orders addressed to tl^ Na- 
bob, whom he knew to be nothing, and who could neither 
control nor take the least share in the execution of them ; but 
he leaves the thing loose as to Munny Begum and her eU* 
nucha, who he knew could alone carry them into effect. Youf 
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lordahiM see tbat the first use made of the restored authority 
of the ^abob was under various pretences to leave the ssJa* 
lies of the officers of government unprovided for ; to rob the 
public treasury, and to give the Company’s money to the eu- 
nuchs who were acting m the manner I nave stated to you. 

Information of these proceedings reaches Calcutta; — a 
regular complaint from a person in the highest situation in 
the government is made, and the Q-ovemor-General is obliged 
again to take up the matter ; and I shall now read to your 
lordships a letter of the 10th of October, 1778, which con- 
tains a representation, so pointed and so very just, of the 
fatal effects which his interference in the administration of 
justice liad produced, as not to stand in need of any com- 
ment from rafe. It speaks too plainly to require any. 

The Govb. lor- General’s letter to the Nabob : — “ At your 
excellency’s request, I sent Sudder ul Hoe Khan to take on 
him the administration of the affairs of the adowlet and fouz- 
dany, and hoped by that means not only to have given satis- 
faction bo your excellency, but that through his abilities and 
experience these aftairs would have been conducted in such 
manner as to have ecured the peace of the country and the 
happiness of the people ; and it is with the greatest concern 
I learn that this nu^asure is so far from being attended with 
the expected advantages, tliat the affairs both of the fouz- 
darry and adowlet are in the greatest confusion imaginable, 
and daily robberies and murders are perpetrated throughout 
tlie countr> . This is evidently owing to the want of a proper 
authority in the person appointed to superintend them. I 
therefore addressed your excellency, on the importance and 
delicacy of the aflairs in question, and of the necessity of 
lodging full power in the hands of the person chosen to ad- 
minister them : in reply to which your excellency expressed 
sentiments coincident with mine ; notwithstanding which 
your dependants and people, actuated by selfish and avaricious 
views, have by their interference so impeded the business, as 
to throw the whole country into a state of confusion, from 
which nothing can retrieve it but an unlimited power lodged 
in the hands of the superintendent. I therefore request that 
your excellency will give the strictest injunctions to aU your 
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dcmndants not to interfere in any manner with any matta* 
Tefiitive to the affairs of the adowlet and fouzdarry, and that 
you will yourself relinquish all interference therein, and 
leave them entirely to the management of Sudder ul Hoe 
Khd^n. This is absolutely necessary to restore the country 
to a state of tranquillity ; and if your excellency has any plan 
to propose for the management of the affairs in future, be 
pleased to communicate it to me, and every attention shall be 
paid to give your excellency satisfaction.” 

My lords, I think I have read enough to you for our 
present purpose ; referring your lordships for fuller inform- 
tion to your minutes, page 1086, which I beg you to read 
with the greatest attention. «• 

I must again beg your lordships to remark, that though 
Mr. Hastings has the impudence still to pretend that he 
wishes for the restoration of order and justice in the country, 
yet, instead of writing to Munny Begum upon the business, 
whom he knew to be the very object complained of, and 
whose eunuchs are expressly mentioned in the complaint, he 
writes to the Nabob, whom he knew to be a pageant in his 
own court and government, and whose name was not even 
mentioned in tliis last complaint. Not one word is said, 
even in this letter to the Nabob, of Munny Begum or of her 
eunuchs. My lords, when you consider his tacit support of 
the authors of the grievance, and his ostensible application 
for redress to the man wdio, he knew, never authorized and 
could not redress the grievance, you must conclude that be 
meant to keep the coimtry in the same state for his own cor- 
rupt purposes. In this state the Country in fact continued; 
Munny Begum and her eiuiu(;hs continued to administer and 
squander the Company’s money, as well as the Nabob’s; 
robberies and murders continued to prevail throughout the 
country. No appearance was left of order, law, or justice, 
from one end of Bengal to the other. 

The account of this state of things was received by the 
court of directors with horror and indignation ; on the 27th 
of May, 1779, they write, as you will lind in page 1063 of 
Jrour printed minutes, a letter to their government at Cal- 
cutta, condemning their proceedings and the removal of Ma- 
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homed Beza Kb4n ; and they order that Munny Begum shall 
be displaced, and Mahomed £eza Khin restored again to the 
seat of justice. 

Mr. Francis, upon the arrival of these reiterated orders, 
moved in council for an obedience to them. Mr. Hastings, 
notwithstanding he had before his eyes all the horrible conse- 
qaences that attended his new arrangement, still resists that 
proposition. By his casting voice in tlie council he counter- 
orders the orders of the court of directors, and sanctions a 
direct disobedience to their authority, by a resolution that 
Mahomed Eeza Kb&n should not be restored to his employ- 
ment, but that this Sudder ul Hoe Khan, who still continued 
in the condition already described, should remain in the 
possession of his office. I say nothing of Sudder ul Hoe 
XhSn ; he seems to be very well disposed to do his duty, if 
Mr. Hastings’s arrangements had suffered him to do it ; and 
indeed if Mahomed Reza Khto had been reinstated and no 
better supported by Mr. Hastings than Sudder ul Hoe KhAn, 
he could, probably, have kept the country in no better order, 
though ‘perhaps his name, and the authority and weight 
which still adhered to him in some degree, might have had 
some influence. 

My loads, you have seen his defiance of the Company, 
you have seen his defiance of all decency; you see his 
open protection of prostitutes and robbers of every kind rav- 
aging Bengal ; you have seen his defiance of the authority 
of the court of directors, flatly, directly, and peremptorily 
persisted in to the last. Order after order was reiterated, but 
his disobedience arose with an elastic spring in proportion 
to the pressure that was upon it. 

My lords, here there was a pause. The directors had been 
disobeyed ; and you might suppose that he would have been 
satisfied with this act of disobedience. My lords, he was 
resolved to let the native governments of the country know 
that he despised the orders of the court of directors, and that 
whenever he pretended to obey them, in reality be was re- 
solved upon the most actual disobedience. An event now 
happened, the particulars of which we are not to repeat here : 
disputes conducted on Mr. Francis’s side, upon no other prin- 
ciple, that we can discover, but a desire to obey the Company’s 
orders, and to execute his duty with fidelity and disinterest- 
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edness, had arisen between him and Mr. Hastings. Mr 
Francis, about the time we have been speaking of, finding 
resistance was vain, reconciles himself to him ; but on the 
most honourable terms as a public man, namely, that he should 
continue to follow and obey the laws, and to respect the 
authority of the court of directors. Upon this reconciliation 
it was agreed that Mahomed Heza Khan should be restored 
to his office. For this purpose Mr. Hastings enters a minute, 
and writes to the Nabob an ostensible letter. But your lord- 
ships will here see an instance of what I said respecting a 
double current in all Mr. Hastings’s proceedings. Even 
when he obeys or pretends to obey the Company’s orders, 
there is always a private channel through which he defeats 
them all. • 

Letter from Mr. Hastings to the Nabob Mobarick ul Dow- 
lah, written the 10th of February, 1780. — “ The Company, 
w'hose orders are peremptory, have directed that Mahomed 
Beza Khan shall be restored to the offices he held in January, 
1778 ; it is my duty to represent this to your excellency, 
and to recommend your complianoe wnth their request, that 
Mahomed Eeza lfhA,n may be invested with the offices 
assigned to him under the nizamut by the Company.” 

Your lordships see here that Mr. Hastings informs the 
Nabob, that having received peremptory orders from the Com- 
pany, he restores and replaces Mahomed lieza Khm. Ma- 
nomed Beza Kh&n then is in possession ; and in possession 
by the best of all titles, the orders of the Company. But you 
will also see the manner in which he evades his duty, and 
vilifies, in the eyes of these miserable country powers, the 
authority of the directors. He is prepared, as usual, with 
a defeasance of his own act, and the manner in which that 
defeasance came to our knowledge is this. We know no- 
thing of this private affair, till Mr. Hastings, in his answer 
before the House of Commons, finding it necessary to destroy 
the validity of some of his own acts, brought forward Sir 
John D’Oyley. He was brought forward before us, not as a 
witness in his own person, for the defence of Mr. Hastings, 
but as a narrator who had been employed by Mr. Hastings as 
a member of that council, which, as ycu have heard, drew 
up his defence. My lords, you have already seen the publio 
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agency of this business, you have heard read the public leb* 
ter sent to the Nabob ; there you see the ostensiole part of 
the transaction. Now hear the banyan, Sir John D’Oyley, 
give an account of his part in it, extracted from Mr. Hast- 
ings’s defence before' the House of Commons. 

“ I was appointed resident [at the court of the Nabob] on 
the resignation of Mr. By am Martin, in the month of Janu- 
ary, 1780, and took charge about the beginning of February 
of the same year. The substance of the instructions I re* 
ceived was to endeavour by every means in ray power to 
conciliate the good opinion and regard of the Naboo and his 
family, that Jf might be able to persuade him to adopt effect- 
ual measures for the better regulation of his expenses, which 
were understood to have greatly exceeded his income ; that 
I might prevent his forming improper connexions, or taking 
any steps derogatory to his rank ; and by every means in my 
power support his credit and dignity in the eyes of the 
world ; and with respect to the various branches of his family, 
I was instructed to endeavour to put a stop to the dissen- 
sions which had too frequently prevailed amongst them. The 
Nabob on his part was recommended to pay the same atten- 
tion to my ativa c as he would have done to that of the 
Governor- General in person. Some time, I think, in the 
month of February of the same year, I received a letter from 
Mr. Hastings, purporting that the critical situation of affairs 
requiring the union and utmost exertion of every member of 
the government to give vigour to the acts necessary for its 
relief he had agreed to an accommodation wdth Mr. Francis ; 
but to effect this point he bad been under the necessity of 
making some painful sacrifices, and particularly that of the 
restoration of Mahomed Eeza Khdn to the office of naib sou- 
bah, a measure which he knew must be highly disagreeable 
to the Nabob ; and which nothing but the urgent necessity 
of the ease should have led him to acquiesce in ; that he re- 
lied on me to state all these circumstances in the most forci- 
ble manner to the Nabob, and to urge his compliance; as- 
suring him that it should not continue longer than until the 
next advices were received from the court of directors.” 

. Here Mr. Hastings himself lets us into the secrets of his 
government. He writes an ostensible letter to the Nabobs 
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declaring that what he does is in conformity to the orders ol 
the Company. He writes a private letter, in which he directs 
his agent to assure the Nabob that what he had done was 
not in compliance with the orders of the Company, but in 
consequence of the arrangement he had made with Mr, Fran- 
cis, which arrangement he thought necessary for the support 
of his own personal power. His design, in thus explaining 
the transaction to the Nabob, was in order to prevent the 
native powers from looking to any other authority than his, 
and from having the least hopes of redress of their complaints 
from the justice of this country or from any legal power in 
it. He therefore tells him, that Mahomed Beza Kh&n was 
replaced not in obedience to the orders of the Company, but 
to gratify Mr. Francis. If he quarrels with Mr. Francis, he 
makes that a reason for disobeying the orders of his masters. 
If he agrees with him, he informs the people concerned in 
the transaction privately, that he acts not in consequence of 
the orders that he has received, but from other motives. But 
that is not all. He promises that he wll take the first op- 
portunity to remove Mahomed E^‘za Khan from his office 
again. Ilius the country is to be rephmged into the same 
distracted and ruined state in which it was before. And aU 
this is laid open fully and distinctly before you. You have 
it on the authority of Sir John D’Oyley. Sir John D’Oyley 
is a person in the secret ; and one man who is in the secret 
is worth a thousand ostensible persons. 

Mahomed Keza KhAn, I must now tell you, was accord- 
ingly reVustated in all his offices, and the Nauob was reduced 
to the situation, as Mr. Hastings iq)on another occasion de- 
scribes it, of a mere cypher. But jiiark what followed — mark 
what this Sir John H’Oyley is made to tell you, or what 
Mr. Hastings tells you for him ; for whether Sir John D'Cy- 
ley has written this for Mr. Hastings, or Mr. Hastings for 
Sir John D’Oyley, I do not know; because they seem, as 
somebody said of two gn^at friends, that they had hut one 
will, one bed, and one hat between them. These gentlemen 
who compose Mr. Hastings’s council have but one style of 
writing amonn them ; so that it is impossible for you to de- 
termine by which of the masters of this Homan school any 
paper was wrritten, whether by D’Oyley, by Shore, or by 
Ilastings, or any other of them. They have a style in com* 
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mon ; a kind of bank upon which they have a general credit $ 
and you cannot tell to whose account anything is to be placed. 

But to proceed : — Sir John D'Oyley says there, that the 
!N’abob is reduced again to a cypher. Now hear what he 
afterwards says: — ‘‘About the month of June, 1781, Mr. 
Hastings, being then at Moorahedabad, communicated to me 
his intention of performing his promise to the Nabob, by 
restoring him to the management of his own affairs — [that 
is to say, by restoring Munny Begum again, and by turning 
out Mahomed Keza Khan]. — Your lordships see that he com- 
municated privately his intentions to Sir John D’Oyley, with- 
out communicating one w'ord of them to his colleagues in the 
supreme coiyicil ; and without entering any minute in the 
records of the council, by which it could be known to the di- 
rectors. Lastly, in order to show you in what manner the 
Nabob was to be restored to his power, I refer your lordships 
to the order he gave to Sir John D’Oyley, for investigating 
the Nabob’s accounts, and for drawing up articles of instruc- 
tions for tiie Nabob’s conduct in the management of his af- 
fairs, You will there se^ clearly how he was restored ; that 
is to say, that he was taken out of the hands of the first 
Mussulman in that country ; the man most capable of admin- 
istering justice , and whom the Company had expressly or- 
dered to De invested with that authority, and to put him into 
the hands of Sir John D’Oyley. Is Sir John D’Oyley a 
Mussulman ? — Is Sir John D’Oyley fit to be at the head of 
such a government ? What was there that any person could 
see about him, that entitled him to, or made him a fit person 
to be intrusted with, this power, in defiance of the Company’s 
orders ? Atid yet Mahomed Eeza Kh^n, who was to have 
the management of the Nabob’s affairs, was himself put under 
the most complete and perfect subjection to this Sir John 
D’Oyley. But, in fact, Munny Begum had the real influence 
in everything. Sir John D’Oyley himself was only Mr. 
Hastings’s instrument there to preserve it, and between them 
they pillaged the Nabob in the most shocking manner, and 
must have done so to the knowledge of Mr, Hastings. — A 
letter written at this time by Mr. Hastings to the Nabob dis- 
eovers the secret beyond all power of evasion. 

** Instructions from the Governor- General to the Nabobs 
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Moboriek vl Bowlah, respecting his conduct in the manago 
xncait of his affairs. — ^9th. These 1 make the conditions of 
the compliance which the Governor- General and council have 
yielded to your late requisition ; it is but just that you should 
possess what is your acknowledged right, but their intention 
would be defeated, and you would be in a w^orse situation, if 
you were to be left a prey without a guide, until you have 
acquired experience (which, to the strength and goodness of 
your understanding, will be the work but of a short period), 
to the rapacity, frauds, and artifices of mankind. You have 
offered to give up the sum of four lacks of rupees, to be al* 
lowed the free use of the remainder of your stipend. This 
we have refused, because it would be contrary to ^stice. You 
should consider this as a proof of the sincerity of the above 
arrangements which have been recommended to you, and of 
their expediency to your real interest ; and your attention to 
them will be a means of reconciling the Company to the re- 
solution which we have taken, and which will be reported to 
them in a light very hurtful both to you and to us, if an im- 
proper effect should attend it. These I have ordered Sir 
John D’Oyley to read in your presence, and to explain them 
to you, that no part of them may escape your notice ; and he 
has my positive orders to remonstrate to you against every 
departure from them. Upon all these occasions, I hope and 
expect that you will give him a particular and cordial atten- 
tion, and regard what he shall say as if said by myself; for 
I know him to be a person of the strictest honour and inte- 
grity. I have a perfect reliance on him, and you cannot have 
a more attached or more disinterestQtl counsellor. Although 
I desire to receive your letters frequtuitly, yet as many nat- 
ters will occur which cannot so easily be explained by letter 
as by conversation, I desire that you will on such occasions 
mve your orders to him respecting such points as you may 
desire to have imparted to me ; and J, postponing every other 
concern, will give you an immediate and the most satisfactory 
reply conoermng them.^’ 

My lords, here is a man who is to administer his own af- 
fiiirs ; who has arrived at sufficient age to supersede the coun* 
sel and advice of the great Mahomedan doctors and the great 
nobility of the country, and be is put under the most abso- 
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lute guardiausbb of Sir John B’Oylej. But Mr. Hastinge 
has given Sir Jolin D’OyW a great character. I cannot 
confirm it, because I can confirm the character of none of Mr. 
Hastings’s instruments. They must stand forth here, and 
defend their own character before you. 

Your lordships w ill now be pleased to advert to another 
circumstance in this transaction ; you sec here £40,000 a 
year offered by this man for his redemption. I will give 
V on, he says, £40,000 a year to have the management of my 
own affairs. Good heavens ! Here is a man who, according 
to Mr. Hastings’s assertion, had an indisputable right to the 
management of his own affairs, but at the same time was 
notoriously so little fit to have the management of them as 
to be always under some corrupt tyranny or other, offers 
£40,000 a year out of his own revenues, to be left his own 
master, and to be permitted to have the disposal of the re-* 
inainder : judge you of the bribery, rapine, and peculation 
which here stare you in the face ; — judge of the nature and 
character of that government, for the management of which 
£40,000 out of £160,000 a year of its revenue is offered by 
a subordinate to the suprem*e authority of the country. This 
offer shows that n" tliis time the Nabob had it not himself. 
Whohaditr? Sir John D’Oyley; he is brought forward as 
the person to wh )m is given the management of the whole. 
Munny Begum had the management before ; but, whether it 
be an Englishman, a Mussulman, a white man, or a black 
man, a white w'oman, or a black w oman, it is all Warren 
Hastings. 

With respect to the fouf lacks of rupees, he gets Sir John 
D’Oyley, in the nanative that he makes before the House of 
Commons, positively to deny, in the strongest manner, and 
he says the Nabob would give oath of it, that the Nabob 
never gave a commission to any one to make such an offer. 
That such an offer was made had been long published and 
long in print, with the remarks such as I have made upon it 
in the ninth report of the select committee : that the com- 
mittee had so done was well known to Mr. Hastings and Sir 
John D’Oyley ; not one word on the part of Mr. Hastings, 
not one word on the part of Sir John D’Oyley, was said to 
contradict it, until the appearance of the latter before the 
House of Commons. But, my lords, there is something 
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much m ^re serious in this transaction. It is this, th&t tbe 
evidence produced by Mr. Hastings is the evidence of wit- 
nesses who are mere phantoms : they are persons who could 
not, under Mr. Hastings’s government, eat a bit of bread 
but upon his own terms, and they are brought forward to 
give such evidence as may answer his purposes. 

You would naturally have imagined, that in the House of 
Commons, where clouds of witnesses had been before pro- 
duced by tlie friends and agents of Mr. Hastings, he would 
then have brought forward Sir John to contradict this reported 
offer.; but not a word from Sir John D’Oyley : at last he is 
examined before the committee of managers ; he refuses to 
answer. Why ? Because his answers might criminate him- 
self. My lords, every answ^er that most of them have been 
required to make they are sensible they cannot make with- 
out danger of criminating themselves ; being all involved in 
the crimes of the prisoner. He has corrupted and ruined 
the w^hole service ; there is not one of them that dares appear 
and give a fair and full answer, in any case, as you have seen 
in Mr. Middleton and many otl^ers, at your bar. — “ I will 
not answer this question,” they say, “ because it tends to 
criminate myself.” How comes it tliat the Compaiyr’s serv- 
ants are not able to give evidence in the affairs of Mj. Hast- 
ings without its tending to criminate tliemselves ? 

Well, Sir John D’Oyley is in England ; why is he not 
called now ? I have not the honour of being intimately ac- 
quainted with him, but he is a man of a reputable and honour- 
able family. Why is he not called by Mr. Hastings to verily 
the assertion, and why do they suffer this black record to 
stand before your lordships to btj urged by us, and to press 
it as we do against him ? If he Imows that Sir John D’Oyley 
can acquit him of this part of our accusation, he would cer- 
tainly bring him as a witness to your bar ; but he knows he 
cannot. When, therefore, I see upon your records, that Sir 
John D’Oyley and Mr. Histings received such an offer for 
the redemption of the Nabob’s affairs out of their hands, I 
conclude hrst, that at the time of this offer the Nabob had 
not the disposal of his own affairs ; and secondly, that those 
who had the disposal of them disposed of then^so corruptly 
and prodigally, that he thought they could hardly be re- 
deemed at too high, a price. What explanation of this mat- 
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ter has been atteraDted ? There is no explanation given of It 
at all. It stands dear, full, bare in all its nakedness before 
you. They have not attempted to produce the least evidence 
against it. Therefore, in that state I leave it with you, and 
I shall only add, that Mr. Hastings continued to make Munny 
Begum the first object of his attention ; and thai, though lie 
ooidd not entirely remove Mahomed Beza Kh^n from the 
seat of justice, he was made a cypher in it. All his other 
ofGices were taken out of his hands and put into the hands of 
Sir John D’Oyley, directly contrary to the orders of the Com- 
pany, which certainly implied the restitution of Mahomed 
Keza Kh&n to all the offices which he had before held. He 
was stripped ^f everything but a feeble administration of 
justict^, wtiich, I take for granted, could* not, under the cir- 
cumstances, have been much better in his hands than it had 
been in Sudder ul Hoe Khan’s. 

Mr. Hastings’s protection of this woman continued to the 
last ; and when he was going away, on the third of November, 
1788, ho wrote a sentimental letter to the court of directors 
in her praise. This lettei;wa8 transmitted without having 
been communieatt‘d to tlie council. Tou have heard of deli- 
cate affidavits ; ht re you have a sentimental official despatch. 
Your lordship*"’ will find it in page 1092 and 1093 of your 
printed mine ter. He writes in such a delicate, sentimental 
strain of this woman, that I will venture to say you will not 
find in all the Arc^adia, in all the novels and romances that 
ever were published, an instance of a greater, a more con- 
stant, and more ardent affection, defying time, ugliness, and 
old age, did ever exist, than existed in Mr. Hastings towards 
this old woman, Munny Begum. As cases of this kind, cases 
of gallantry abounding in sentimental expressions, are rare in 
the Company’s records, I recommend it as a curiosity to your 
lordships’ reading, as well as a proof of what is the great 
spring and movement of all the prisoner’s actions. On this 
occasion he thus speaks of Munny Begum. 

“ She too became the victim of your policy, and of the 
i^entments which succeeded. Something too she owed of 
the source of her misfortunes to the belief of the personal 
gratitude which she might entertain for the public attention 
wbieb I had shown to her ; yet expon^ as she was to a 
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treatment which a ruffian would have shuddered at com- 
mitting, and which no recollection of past enmities shall 
eompei roe to believe, even for a moment, proceeded from 
any commission of authority, she still maintained the deco- 
rum of her character ; nor even then, nor before, nor since 
that period, has the malice of calumny ever dared to breathe 
on her reputation.” 

Delicate ! sentimental ! — “ Pardon, honourable sirs, this 
fireedom of expostulation ; I must in honest truth repeat, that 
your commands laid the first foundation of her misfortunes ; 
to your equity she has now recourse through me for their 
alleviation, that she may pass the remainder o,f her life in a 
state which may at least efface the remembrance of the years 
of her affliction ; and to your humanity she and an unseen 
multitude of the most helpless of her sex cry for subsist- 
ence.” 

Moving and pathetic 1 — I wish to recommend every word 
of this letter to your lordships’ consideration, as a model and 

E attem of perfection. Observe -his pity for a woman who 
ad suffered such treatment from the servants of the Com- 
pany (a parcel of ruffians) — treatment that a ruffian w ould be 
ashamed of! Your lordships have seen, in the evidence^ 
what this ruffianism was. It w as neither more nor less than 
what was necessary in order to get at the accounts, which 
she concealed, as his own corrupt transacticms. She was 
told, indeed, that she must privately remove to another house, 
whilst her papers were examining. Mr. Hastings can never 
forget this. He cannot believe that anybody dare send such 
an order, and he calls u]>oii you to consider the helplessness 
of their sex, and the afl’ronts ofi'ered to women. 

For Heaven’s sake, my lords, recollect the manner in which 
Mr. Hastings and his creatures treated the Begums of Oude, 
and consider that this w oman was only threatened (for the 
threat was never attorn ptetl to be executed) that she must, 
if she did not deliver up the ^iccounts, probably he removed 
to another bouse, and leave the accounts behind her. This 
blot can never be effaced ; and for this he desires the court 
of directors to make her a large allowance to comfort her in 
her old age. In this situation Mr. Hastings leaves her. Ho 
leaves in the 8itu|||^on 1 have described tne justice of the 
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country The only concern he has at parting is, that this 
woman may have a lar^ allowance. 

But I have yet to t^l your lordships, and it appears upon 
your printed minutes, that this woman had a way of comfort- 
ing herself: — for old ladies of that description, who have 
passed their youth, in amusements, in danm ug, and in gal- 
if*ntrie8, in their old age are apt to take comfort in brandy. 
This lady was a smuggler, and had influence enough to avoid 
payment of the duty on spirits, in which article she is the 
largest dealer in the district ; as indeed she is in almost every 
species of trade. Thus your lordships see that this senti- 
mental lady, whom Mr. Hastings recommends to the direct- 
ors, had ways of comforting herself. She carried on, notwith- 
standing her dignity, a trade in spirits. Now a Mahomedan 
of distinction never carries on any trade at all ; it is an un- 
known thing ; very few Mahomedans of any rank carry on 
any tr^de at all ; but that a Mahomedan should carry cm a 
trade in spirits is a prodigy never heard of before ; for a wo- 
man of quality, for a woman of sentiment, to become a dealer 
in spirits, is, rny lords, a thing reserved for the sentimental 
age of JMr. Hastings ; and I will venture to say, that no man 
oiv woman could attempt any such a trade in India without 
being dishonoured, ruined in character, and disgraced by it. 
But she appeal j riot only to have been a dealer in it, out, 
through the iufluence which Mr. Hastings gave her, to have 
monopolized the trade in brandy, and to have evaded the 
duties. This then is the state m which we leave the two 
sentimental lovers, the one consoling herself with brandy, 
the other wheedling and whining ; and, as Swift describes 
the progress of an intrigfle in some respects similar, which 
he calls the progress* of love, whereas this is the progress of 
sentiment, 

“ They keep at Staines the Old Blue Boar, 

Are cat and dog, and rogue and u hore.** 

Here they set np the sign of the Old Blue Boar, Munny 
Begum monojxilizes the trade in spirits ; and hence she and 
Mr. Hastings commence their sentimental correspondence. 
And now having done with this progress of love, we return 
to the progress of justice. 

We nave s^n how Sudder ul Hoe Khin, the chief justice 
'jf Mr. Hastings’s own nomination, was treated. Now you 
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shall see hoi^ustice was left to shift for herself under 
homed !^za Khan. In page 1280 of your lordships’ minutek 
you will see the progress of all these enormities, of Munnlr 
Segum’s dealing in spirits, of her engrossing the trade, A 
her evading duties, and lastly, the extinction of all order ill 
that country and the funeral of justice itself. Mr. Shore’ A 
evidence respecting this state of the country will admit of 
no doubt. I 

Mr, Shore's remarks accompanying the Oovern or- General' s] 
minutes of the l%th May, 1785. — “ Fouzdarry jurisdiction. 
—Of the fouzdarry jurisdiction nothing has yet been said. 
In this department criminal justice is administered, and it is 
the only office left to the Nabob. I do not see any particular 
reason for changing the system itself, and peT'haps it would 
on many accounts be improper ; but some regulations are 
highly necessary. Mahomed Eeza is at the head of this de- 
partment, and is the only person I know in the country quali- 
fied for it. If he were left to himself, I have, not a doubt 
but he would conduct it well ; but he is so circumscribed by 
recommendations of particular persons, and by the protection 
held out to his officers by Europeans, that to my knowledge 
he has not been able to punish them, even when they have 
been convicted of the greatest enormities ; and he has often 
on this account been blamed, where his hands were tied up.” 


My lords, you now see in this minute of Sir John ShOTe^ 
now Governor- General of Bengal, one of Mr. Hastings’s own 
committee for drawing up his defence, the review which he 
had just then taken of the ruins of the government, which 
had been left to him by Mr. liastirlgs. You see here not the 
little, naltry things which might deserve in their causes the 
animadversion of a rough satirist, like Doctor Swift, whom I 
have just quoted ; but you see things ten thousand times 
more serious ; things that deserve the thunderbolt of vindic- 
tive justice upon the head of the prisoner at your bar. For 
you see that after he had ostensibly restored Mahomed Eeza 
Kh&u, the man wlio could and would have executed his of- 
fice with fidelity and efiect, the man who was fit for and 
disposed to do his duty, there was still neither law, order, 
nor justice in the country. Why ? Because of the interpo- 
sitkm of Europeans, and men w bo must have been patronized 
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and supported by Europeans. All this happened before Mr« 
Hastings’s depa^ure ; so that the \»hole effect of the new 
arrangement of government was known to him before he left 
Calcutta. The same pretended remedy was applied. But 
in fact he left this woman in the full possession of her power. 
His last thoughts v ere for her ; for the justice of the coun- 
try, for the peace and security of the people of Bengal, he 
took no kind of care ; these great interests were left to the 
mercy of the woman and her European associates. 

My lords, I have taken some pains in dving you this his- 
tory. I have shown you his open acts and secret stratagems, 
in direct rebellion to the court of directors ; his double go- 
vernment, his false pretences of restoring the Nabob's inde- 
pendence, leading in effect to a most servile dependence, even 
to the prohibition of the approach of any one, native or Eu- 
ropean, near him, but through the intervention of Sir John 
D’Oyley.— I therefore again repeat it, that Sir John D’Oyley, 
and the English gentlemen who were patronized and counts 
nanced by Mr. Hastings, had wrought all that havoc in the 
country before Mr. Hastings left it. 

I have particularly dwel£ upon the administration of jus- 
tice, because I consider it as the source of all good, and the 
mal-administration of it as the source of all evil in the coun- 
try. Your lordsliips have heard how it was totally destroyed 
by Mr. Hastings tlirough Sir John D’Oyley, who was sent 
there by him for the purpose of forming a clandestine go- 
vernment of corruption and peculation. This part of our 
charge speaks for itself, and I shall dismiss it with a single 
observation; that not the least trace of an account of aL 
these vast sums of money, delivered into the hands of Sir John 
D’Oyley for the use of the Nabob, appears in any part of the 
Company’s records. The undeniable inferences to be drawn 
from this fact are, first, that wherever we find concealment of 
money and the ceasing of an account, there has been fraud : 
— ana secondly, that if we find this concealment accom- 
panied with the devastation of a country and the extinction 
of justicejt in it, that devastation of the country and that 
extmeiion of justice have been the result of that fraudulent 
peculation. 

I am sp# your lordships will not think that a char^ of 
the a nnihila tion of administrative justice, in which the bap* 
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^iness and prosperity of a great body of nobility, of nume;\ I 
ous, ancient, and respectable families, and of the inhabiir ■ 
ants in general of extensive and populous provinces, 
concerned, can, if it stood single and alone, be a matter 
trifling moment. And in favour of whom do aU these sacril 
flees appear to have been made ? In favour of an old prosti-l 
tute, who, if shown to your lordships here, like Helen to the! 
counsellors of Troy, would not, I think, be admitted to havel 
charms that could palliate this man’s abominable conduct ;| 
you would not cry out with them — 

“ oif veuiffic, 

Toty & afiipl yvvaiKi iroXitv xpovov dXyta ira^xav,** 


For I will fairly say, that there are some passions that hav® 
their excuses ; but the passion towards this woman was th® 
passion of avarice and rapacity only, — a passion ^deed whicli 
lasted to the end of his government, and for which he defiej 
the orders of the court of directors, rebelled against his mas- 
ters, and finally subverted the justice of a great country. 


My lords, I have done with this business. I come next 
to the third division of the natives, those who form the land- 
ed interest of the country. A few w^ords only wdl be ne- 
cessary upon this part of the subject. The fact is, that Mr. 
Hastings, at one stroke, put up the property of all the no- 
bility and gentry, and of all the freeholders — in short, the 
whole landed interests of Bengal, to a public auction, and let 
it to the highest bidder. I will make no observations upon 
the nature of this measure to your lordsliips, who represent 
so large a part of the dignity, together with so large a part of 
the landed interest of this kingdom ; though I think that, 
even under your lordships’ restrictive order, I am entitled so 
to do ; because we have examiiH‘d some witnesses upon thia 
point, in the revenue charge. SulKce it to say, that it is in 
evidence before your lordships that this sale was ordered. 
Mr. Hastings does not d^^ny it. He says, indeed, he did it, 
not with an ill intention. My answer is, that it could have 
been done with no other than a bad intention. The owners 
of the land had no way left to save themselves but to be- 
come farmers of their own estates, and from the'* competition 
which naturally took place, and he himself declared, that 
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too persons, whether owners or strangers, to whom he le| 
^ urnds, had agreed to rents which surpassed their abilities 
tb pay, I need not tell you what must nave been the conse- 
quence, when it got into such rapacious hands, and was taken 
out of the hands of its natural x>roprietors ; that the public 
revenue had sunk and lost by it ; and that the country was 
wasted and destroyed. I leave it to your lordships* own 
meditation and reflection ; and I shall not press it one step 
further, than just to remind you of what has been so well 
opened and pressed by my fellow-managers. He, Mr. Hast- 
ings, confesses that he let the lands to nis own banyans j he 
took his own domestic servants and put them in the houses 
of the nobility of the country ; and this he did in direct 
violation of an express order made by himself, that no banyan 
of a collector (the spirit of which order implied ten thousand 
times more strongly the exclusion of any banyans of a Go- 
vernor-General) should have any one of those farms. We also 
find that he made a regulation that no farmers should rent 
more than a lack of rupees ; but at the same time we tind 
bis banyans holding several farms to more than that amount. 
In short, we lind that in*every instance where, under some 
plausible pretence or other, the fixed regulations are violated, 
it touches him so closely as to make it absolutely impossible 
not to suppose 1 hat he himself had the advantage of it. 

For, in the first place, you have proof that he does take 
bribes, and that be has corrupt dealings. This is what he 
admits ; but he says that he has done it from public-spirited 
motives. Now there is a rule formed upon a just, solid pre- 
sumption of law', that if you find a man guilty of one 
ofifence contrary to known law, whenever there is a suspici- 
ous case against him of the same nature, the onm prohandi 
that he is not guilty is turned upon him. Therefore, when 
I find the regulations broken, when I find farms given of 
more than a lack of rupees, when I find them given to the 
Governor-funeral’s own banyan, contrary to the principle of 
the reflation — contrary, I say, in the strongest way to it ; 
when I find that he accumulates farms beyond the regulated 
number ; when I find all these things done, and besides that 
the banyan has great balances of account against him, then, 
by the presumption of law, I am bound to believe that all 
tnia was done not for the servants, but for the master 
vox. vui. 2 A 
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It is iMSsible Mr. Hastings might really be in love witM 
Mnimy Begum ; be it so— -many great men have played til 
fool for prostitutes, from Mark Antony’s days downwards! 
but no man ever fell in love with his own banyan. The perJ 
sons for whom Mr. Hastings was guilty of all this rapine and 
oppression have neither relations nor kindred whom they 
own ; nor does any trace of friendship exist among them ; 
they do not live in habits of intimacy with any one ; they 
are good fellows and bottle companions. 

I must now proceed to observe upon another matter which 
has been stated to your lordships — namely, that as soon as he 
obtained the majority in the council (that beginning of all 
evils, that opening of Pandora’s box) by the death of Gene- 
ral Clavering and Colonel Monson, the first thfng he did was 
to appoint a commission, called an avmeeny^ to go through 
the whole country, to enter every man’s house, to examine 
his title deeds, and to demand his papers of accounts of every 
kind, for the purpose of enabling himself to take advantage 
of the hopes and fears of all the parties concerned, and thus 
to ravage and destroy all their property. 

And whom does he place at the head of this commission 
to be the manager of the whole aflfair ? Gunga Govin Sing, 
another banyan of his, and one of his own domestic servants. 
This w^e have discovered lately, and not without some sur- 
prise ; for though I knew he kept a rogue in his house, yet 
1 did not think that it was a common receptacle of thieves 
and robbers. — I did not know till lately, that this Gun^a 
Govin Sing was his domestic servant ; but Mr. Hasting, in 
a letter to the court of direc^tors, palls him his faithfm do- 
mestic servant, and as such calls upon the Company to reward 
him. To this banyan all the Company’s servants are made 
subject ; they are bound to obey all his orders, and those of 
his committee. I hope I need not tell your lordships what 
sort of stufi’ this committee was made of, by which Gunga 
Govin Sing was enabled to ravage the whole countiy. But, 
say his counsel, Mr. Hastings thought that the value of the 
lands was thoroughly known j they had been investigated 
three times over, and they were all let by public auction to 
the highest bidder. This may or may not be a true test of 
their value : but it is a test which, as it led to the almost 
condscatiou of the landed interest of Bengal, Btim, 
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tnd Orissa, three great kingdoms, by a dash of that man’s ^ 
pen, into the hands of his banyans and creatures, 1 can never 
think of it, or of its author, without horror. 

Some people say you ought to hate the crime and love 
the criminal. No ; that is the language of false morality ; you 
ought to hate the crime and the criminal if the crime is of 
magnitude. If the crime is a small one, then you ought to 
be angry with the crime and reluctant to punish the criminal j 
but when there are great crimes, then you may hate them 
together. What ! am I to love Nero ? To fall in love 
with Heliogabalus ? Is Domitian to be the subject of my 
aifection ? No ; wo hate the crime, and we hate the criminal 
ten times mo^e ; and if I use indignant language, if I use 
the language of scorn and horror with respect to the criminal, 

I use the language that becomes me. 

But, says one of the counsel, the Company might possess 
a knowledge of the country in general, but they could not 
know everv beegah of it (about the third part of an acre of 
land) without such a commission. That is to say, you 
could not squeeze everything out of the people without 
ordering such a villain as Q-unga Q-ovin Sing (I call things 
by their names), that most atrocious and wicked instru- 
ment of the mivSl atrocious and wicked tyranny, to examine 
every man’s pt^pers — to oblige every man to produce his 
titles and accounts upon pain of criminal punishment, to be 
inflicted at the discretion of this commissioner, this Q-unga 
Qovin Sing. For an account of these acts, and for a de- 
scription of an aumeeny, I refer your lordships to the evi- 
dence in your minutes, from page 1287 to 1301, and I pass 
on, expressing only my horror and detestation at it, and 
wishing to kindle in your lordships’ minds the same horror 
and detestation of it. 

Thus you see that Mr, Hastings was not satisfied with 
confiscation only. He comes just afterwards with a blister 
upon the sore. He lets loose another set of ravagers and in- 
quisitors upon them, under Qunga Qovin Sing, and these poor 
people are ravaged by the whole tribe of Calcutta banyans. 

Mr. Hastings has himself defined an aumeen in page 1022, 
where he stat^ that Nundcomar desired him to mi^e his son 
an auiD^n. “The promise which he (Nundcomar) says I 
made him, that he should be constituted aumeen, that it, 

2 A 2 
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inquisitor-general over the whole county, and that I would 
delegate to him my whole power and influence, is something 
more than a negative falsehood.’* He justly and naturally 
reprobates the proposition of appointing an inquisitor-general 
over the whole country ; and yet we see him afterwards ap» 
pointing Gunga Govin Sing such an inquisitor-general over 
the whole country, in order that a beegan of land should not 
escape him. 

Let us see how all this ended, and what it is that leads me 
mrectiy io the presumption of corruption agaiast him in this 
wicked aumeeny scheme. Now 1 will admit the whole 
scheme to have been well intended ; I will forgive the let- 
ting all the lands of Bengal by public auction ; I will forgive 
all he has done with regard to his banyans ; ! shall forgive 
him even this commission itself, if he will show your lord- 
ships that there was the smallest use made of it with regard 
to the settlement of the revenues of the Company. If there 
was not, then there is obviously one use only that could be 
made of it, namely, to put all the people of the whole coun- 
try under obedience to Gunga Ggivin Sing. What then was 
done ? Titles and accounts were exacted ; the estimate was 
made, acre by acre ; but we have not been able to find one 
word on their records of any return that was made to the 
Company of this investigation, or of any settlement or assess- 
ment of the country founded upon it, or of any regulation 
that was established upon it. Therefore, as an honest man, 
and as a man who is standing here for the Commons of Great 
Britain, I must not give way to any idle doubts and ridiculous 
suppositions. 1 cannot, 1 say, entertain any doubts, that the 
only purpose it was designed to answer was to subject the 
whole landed interest of the country to the cruel inquisition of 
Gunga Govin Sing, and to the cruel purposes of Mr. Hast- 
ings. Show me another purpose, ana I will give up the ar- 
gument ; for if there are two w^ays of accounting for the same 
act, it is possible it may be attributed to the better motive ; 
but w'hen we see that a bid thing was done under pretence 
of some good, we must attach a bad motive to it if the pre- 
tence be never fulfilled. 

I have now done with the landed interest cf Bengal; I 
have omitted much which might have been pressed upon 
your lordships, not fn>m any indisposition to remark upon 
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the matter more fully, but because it baa been done already 
by abler persons* 1 only wished to make some practical in- 
ferences, which, perhaps, in the hurry of my brother managers 
might possibly have escaped them ; I wished to show you 
that one system of known or juiAly presumed corruption 
perrades the whole of this business, from one end to the 
other. Having thus disposed of the native landed interest, 
and the native zemindars or landholders of the country, I 
pass to the English government. 

My lords, when we have shown plainly the utter extinc- 
tion of the native Mahomedan government ; w^hen we have 
shown the extinction of the native landed interest ; what 
hope can there be for that afflicted country but in the servants 
of the Company ? When we have shown the corrupt state 
of that rervice, w^hat hope but for the court of directors ? 
What hope but in the superintending control of British tribu- 
nals? 1 think as well of the body of my countrymen as 
any man can do. I do not think that any man sent out to 
India is sent with an ill purpose, or goes out with bad dispo- 
sitions. No. I think the young men who go there are mir 
and faithful representatives of the people of the same age ; 
uncorrupted, but corruptible from their age, as we all are. 
They are sent there young. There is but one thing held out 
to them — You are going to make your fortune. The Com- 
pany’s service is to be the restoration of decayed noble 
families ; it is to be the renovation of old and the making of 
new ones. Now when such a set of young men are sent 
out with these hopes and views, and with little education or 
a very imperfect one ; when these people, from whatever 
rank of life selected,— iflany from the best, most from the 
middling, very fev/ from the lowest, — but high, middling, 
or low, they are sent out to make two things coincide, whi<m 
the wit of man was never able to unite — to make their for- 
tune and form their education, at once. What is the educa- 
tion of the generality of the world ? Beading a parcel of 
books ? No. Eestraint of discipline, emulation, examples 
of virtues and of justice, form the education of the world* 
If the Company’s servants have not that education, and are 
left to give loose to their natural passions, some would be 
corrupt of tourse, and some would be uncorrupt ; but pro- 
bably the majority of them would be inclined to pursue mo* 
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derate courses between these two. Now I am to show you 
that Mr. Hastings left these servants but this altematiye-^be 
starved ; be depressed^ be ruined ; disappoint the hopes of 
your families : or be my slaves ; be ready to be subservient 
to me in every iniquity I shall order you to commit, and to 
conceal everything 1 shall wish you to conceal. This was 
the state of the service ; therefore the Commons did well and 
wisely when they sent us here not to attack this or that 
servant who may have peculated, but to punish the man 
who was sent to reform abuses, and to make Bengal furnish 
to the world a brilliant example of British justice. I shall 
now proceed to state briefly the abuses of the Company’s 
government ; to show you what Mr. Hastings was expected 
to do for their reformation, and what he actually did do ; I 
shall then show your lordships the efiects of the whole. 

I shall begin by reading to your lordships an extract from 
the directors’ letter to Beng^, of the 7th April, 1773 : — 
** We wish we could refute the observation, that almost every 
attempt made by us and our administrations at your presi- 
dency for the reforming of abuses has rather increased them, 
and added to the miseries of the 'country we are anxious to 
protect and cherish. The truth of this observation appears 
lully in the late appointment of supervisors and chiefs — in- 
stituted as they were to give relief to the industrious tenants, 
to improve and enlarge our investments, to destroy monopolies, 
and retrench expenses, the end has by no means been an- 
swerable to the mstitution. Are not the tenants more than 
ever oppressed and wretched ? Are our investments im- 
proved ? Have not the raw silk and cocoons been raised up- 
on us fifty per cent, in price ? We can hardly say what has 
not been made a monopoly ; and as to the expenses of your 
presidency, they are at len^h settled to a degree we are no 
longer able to support. These facts (for such they are) 
should have been stated to us as capital reasons why neither 
our orders of 1771, nor indeed any regulations whatever, 
could be carried into execution. But, perhaps, as this would 
have proved too much, it was not suggested to us;, for no- 
thing could more plainly indicate a state of anarchy, and that 
there was no government existing in our servants at Bengal* 

** And ther^ore when oppression pervades the Vhole eoun* 
try^ when youths have been suflered with impunity to eonw** 
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cbe soTereign jurisdiction over the naidves, add to aoQuira 
n^id fortunes *bj monowiizing of commerce, it cannot ^ a 
wonder to us or yourselves tEat dadney merchants do not 
come forward to contract with the Company, that the manu- 
factures find their way through foreign channels, or that our 
investments are at once enormously dear and of a debased 
quality. 

“ It is evident then that the evils which have been so de- 
structive to us lie too deep for any partial plans to reach or 
correct ; it is therefore our resolution to aim at the root of 
♦hose evils, and we are happy in having reason to believe 
that in every just and necessary regulation we shall meet 
with the approbation and support of the legislature, who 
consider the f)ublic as materially interested in the Company’s 
prosperity. 

** In order to effectuate this great end, the first step must 
be to restore perfect obedience and due subordination to your 
administration. Our Governor and council must reassume 
and exercise their delegated powers upon every just occasion ; 
punish delinquents, cherish the mentorious, discountenance 
that luxury and dissipatioti which to the reproach of govern- 
ment prevailed in Bengal. Our president, Mr. Hastings, we 
trust will set the example of temperance, economy, and ap- 
plication ; and upon this we are sensible much will depend. 
And here wo tane occasion to indulge the pleasure we have 
in acknowledging Mr. Hastings’s services upon the coast of 
Choromandel, in constructing with equal laoour and ability 
the plan which has so much improved our investments there ; 
and as we are persuaded he will persevere in the same laud- 
able pursuit through every branch of our affairs in Bengal, 
he in return may depend on the steady support and favour 
of his employers. 

“ Your settlement being thus put into a train of reform 
(without which indeed all regulations will prove ineffectual), 
you are next to revert to the old system, when the business 
pf your presidency was principally performed by our own 
servants, who then had knowledge or our investments, and 
every other department of our concerns ; you will therefore 
fill tne several offices with the factors and writers upon your 
establishm^t ; for with our present appointments we are 
assured there will be sufficient for this purpose ; and thus 
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you will banish idleness, and its attendants, extravagance and 
dissipation. And here we enjoin you to transmit to us a 
faithful and minute state of the pay and every known emolu- 
ment of all below council ; for as it is notorious that even 
youths in our service expend in equipage, servants, dress, and 
living, infinitely more than our stated allowances can afford, 
we cannot but be anxious to discover the means by which 
they are enabled to proceed in this manner. And indeed so 
obnoxious is this conduct to us, and so injurious in its con- 
sequences, that we expect and require you to show your 
displeasure to all such as shall transgress in this respect, 
contrasting it at the same time with instances of kindness 
towards the sober, frugal, and industrious.” 

My lords, you see the state in which the directors con- 
ceived the country to be — that it w as in this state is not 
denied by Mr. Hastings, who 'was sent out for the purpose of 
reforming it. The directors had swept away almost the 
whole body of their Bengal servants for supposed corruption ; 
and they appointed a set of new ones, to regenerate, as it 
were, the government of that country. Mr. Hastings says,— 
I was brought to India like other people. This, indeed, is 
true ; and 1 hope it will prove an example and instruction to 
all mankind, never to employ a man who has been bred in 
base and cornipt practices, from any hope that his local 
knowledge may make him the fittest person to correct such 
practices. Mr. Hastings goes on to say, that you could not 
expect more from him than could be done by a man bred up, 
as he was, in the common habits of the country. This is 
also true. My lords, you might as well expect a man to be 
fit for a perfumer’s shop, Avho has lain a month in a pig’s 
sty, as to expect that a man, w'ho has been a contractor with 
the Company for a length of time, is a fit person for reform- 
ing abuses. Mr. Hastings has stated in general his history, 
his merits, and his serviette ; we have looked over with care 
the records relative to his proceedings, and we find that in 
1760 and 1761 he was in possession of a contract foT' bul* 
locks and a contract for provisions. It is no way wrong for 
any man to take a contract, provided he does i^t do what 
Mr. Hastings has condemned in his regulations, become a 
contractor with his masters. 
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But though 1 do not bear upon Mr. Hastings for having 
spent his thne in being a bullock contractor, yet I say that 
he ought to have laid aside ,fll the habits of a bullock con- 
tractor when he was made a great minister for the reforma- 
tion of a great service full of abuses. I will show your lord- 
ships that he never did so ; that, on the contrary, being bred 
in those bad habits, and having had the education that I 
speak of, he persevered in the habits which had been formed 
in him, to the very last. I understand it has been imputed 
as a sort of a crime in me, that I stated something of the ob- 
scurity of Mr. Hastings’s birth. The imputation has no found- 
ation. Can it be believed that any man could be so absurd 
as to attack a man’s birth, when he is accusing his actions ? 
No ; I have always spoken of the low, sordid, and mercenary 
habits in which he was bred ; I said nothing of his birth. 

But, my lards, I was a good deal surprised when a friend 
of his and mine, yesterday morning, put into my hands, who 
had been attacking Mr. Hastings’s life and conduct, a pedi- 
gree. 1 was appealing to the records of the Company ; they 
answ^er by sending me to the Herald’s Office. Many of your 
lordships^ pedigrees are obscure, in comparison with that of 
Mr. Hastings, and 1 only wonder how he came to derogate 
from such a line of nobles, by becoming a contractor for bul- 
locks. 

A man may be an honest bullock contractor ; God forbid 
that many of them in this country should not be very honest ; 
but I find his terms were nearly four times as high as those 
which the House of Commons had condemned as exorbitant ; 
they were not only unusually high, but the bullocks were 
badly siyjplied, and the contract had not been fairly adver- 
tiaea. It was therefore agreed to declare the same void at 
the expiration of twelve months, on the Ist December, 1768. 

I say again, that I do not condemn him for being a bullock 
contractor, but I am suspicious of his honesty, because he 
has been nursed in bad and vicious habits. That of con- 
tracting with his masters is a bad habit, as he himself has 
stated m a record which is printed by the House of Com- 
mons. I condemn him for being a fraudulent bullock con- 
tractor ; for he was turned out of that contract for fraudulent 
practices; u; was declared void, and given to another at a 
lower price. After it was so disposed of, Mr. Hastings him 
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B«lf, eondemning his own origmal contract, which waH tt 
twelve rupees for a certain species of bullocks, took the con^ 
tract again at seven ; and on these terms it continued. What 
I therefore contend for is this, that he carried with him the 
spirit of a fraudulent bullock contractor through the whole 
CT the Company's service, in its greatest and most imnortant 
parts. 

My lords, the wading through all these corruptions is an 
unpleasant employment for me ; but what am 1 to think of a 
man who holds up his head so high, that, when a matter of 
account is in discussion, such as appears in this very defencg 
that I have in my hand, he declares he does not know anyi 
thing about it ? He cannot keep accounts — that is beneatq 
him. We trace him throughout the whole his career) 
engaged in a great variety of mercantile employments ; and 
yet, when he comes before you, you would imagine that he 
nad been bred in the study of the sublimest sciences, and 
had no concern in anything else ; that he had been engaged 
in writing a poem, an Iliad, or some work that might revive 
fallen literature. There is but one exception to his abhor- 
rence of accounts. He always contrives to make up a good 
account for himself. 

My lords, we have read to you a letter in which the court 
of directors have described the disorders of their service— 
the utter ruin of it — the corruption that prevailed in it — ^and 
the destruction of the country by it. — When we are said to 
exaggerate, we use no stronger words than they do. We 
cannot mince the matter ; your lordships should not mince 
it ; no little, paltry delicacies should hinder you, when there 
is a country expiring under all these things, from caUing the 
authors to a strict account. The court of directors sent him 
that statement ; they recommended to him a radical reforma- 
tion. What does he do ? We will read his letter of 1778, 
in which you will find seeds sown for the propagation of ^ 
those future abuses, which terminated in the utter and irreme- 
diable destruction of the whole service. After he has praised 
the directors for the trust that they had placed in him, ,^ter 
expressing his highest gratitude, and so on ; he says, ** While 
I mdulge the pleasure which 1 receive from the past successee 
of my endeavours, 1 own I cannot refirain from Iboking back 
with a mixture of anxiety on the omissions, by which I am 
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semAible I may since bare basibrded tbe diminution of your 
esteem. All my letters addressed to your honourable court, 
and to tbe secret committee, repeat tbe strongest promises of 
prosecuting tbe inquiries into the condu^ of your servants, 
which youhave been pleased to commit particularly to my charge. 
You will readily perceive that I must have been sincere in 
those declarations, since it would have argued great indiscre- 
tion to have made them, had I foreseen my inability to per- 
form them. I find myself now under the disagreeable necas- 
aity of avowing that inability ; at the same time I will boldly 
take upon me to affirm, that, on whomsoever you might have 
delegated that charge, and by whatever powers it might have 
been accompanied, it would have been sufficient to occupy 
the entire attention of those who were intrusted with it ; and 
even with all the aids of leisure and authority, would have 
proved ineffectual. I dare appeal to the public records, to the 
testimony of those who have opportunities of knowing me, 
and even to the detail which the public voice can report ot 
the past acts of this government, that my time has been 
neither idly nor uselessly employed ; yet such are the cares 
and embarrassments of thifi^arious state, that although much 
may be done, much more even in matters of moment must 
necessarily remain neglected. To select from the miscellane- 
ous heap, which each day’s exigencies present to our choice, 
those points on which the general welfare of your affairs most 
essentially depends, to provide expedients for future advan- 
tages, and guard against probable evils, are all that your ad- 
ministration can faithfully promise to perform for your ser- 
vice, with their united labours most diligently exerted. They 
cannot look back without sacrificing the objects of their im- 
mediate duty, which are those of your interest, to endless re- 
searches, which can produce no real good, and may expose 
your affairs to aU the ruinous consequences of personal ma- 
levolence, both here and at home.** 

My lords, you see here that after admitting that he has 
promised to the court of directors to do what they ordered 
him to do (and he had promised to make a raffical reform in 
their whole service, and to cure those abuses which they have 
stated), he dimlares that he will not execute them ; he pleads 
a ?aii^ of other occupations ; but as to that great runda- 
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Inental grievaiice be was appointed to eradicate, be declared 
he will not even attempt it. w by did you promise ? it natmi 
aUv occurs to ask bim that question* “ Wby,** says be, “you\ 
will readily perceive that I must have been sincere in tbosel 
declarations, since it would have argued great indiscretion toj 
have made them, bad I known my inability to perform tbem.” | 
This is a kind of ar^ment that belongs to Mr. Hastings ex* 
clusively. Most other people would say, You may judge of 
tbe sincerity of my promises by my zeal in the performance ; 
but be says, you may judge of tbe sincerity of my promises, 
because 1 would not promise if 1 had not thought 1 should 
be able to perform. It runs in this ridiculous circle. I pro- 
mised to obey the court of directors ; therefore I knew that 
I could obey them ; but I could not obey them, therefore I 
was absolved from my promise, and did not attempt to obey 
them. In fact there is not so much as one grievance or abuse 
in the country that be reformed — and this was systematical 
in Mr. Hastings’s conduct ; that he was resolved to connive 
at the whole of the iniquities of the service, because be was 
resolved that every one of those existing iniquities should be 
practised by himself^ But, says he, the reformation required 
can produce no real good, and may expose your affairs to all 
tbe ruinous consequences of personal malevolence both here 
and at homo. This be gives you as a reason why he will not 
prosecute the inquiry into abuses abroad — because be is a&aid 
that you should punish him at home for doing his duty abroad 
— that it will expose him to malevolence at home ; and there- 
fore to avoid being subject to malevolence at home, be would 
not do his duty abroad* 

He follows this with something •that is perfectly extraordi- 
nary ; he desires, instead of doing bis duty (which be de- 
clares it is impossible to do), that he may be invested with 
an arbitrary power. I refer your lordships to pages 2827, 
2828, and 2829 of tbe printed minutes, where you will find 
tbe system of his government to be formed upon*a resolution 
not to use any one legal means of punishing corruption, or 
for the prevention of corruption ; ml that he desires is to 
have an absolute arbitrary power over tbe servants of tbe 
Company. There you will see, that arbitrary power for cor- 
rupt purposes over tbe servants of tbe Company's tbe found- 
ation of every part of bis whole conduct. Bemark what ho 
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says here ; and then judge whether these inferences are to be 
eluded by any chicane. 

“ In the charge of oppression, although supported by the 
cries of the people and the most authentic representations, it 
is yet impossible, in most cases, to obtain legal proofs of it ; 
and unless the discretionary power which I nave recom# 
mended be somewhere lodged, the assurance of impunity 
from any formal inquiry will baffle every order of the board ; 
as, on the other hand, the fear of the consequences will re- 
strain every man within the bounds of his duty, if he knows 
himself liable to suffer by the effects of a single control.** 

My lords, yeu see two things most material for you to con- 
sider in tiie judgment of this great cause, which is the cause 
of nations. The first thing for you to consider is the declar- 
ation of the culprit at your bar, that a person may be pur* 
sued by the cries of a whole people ; that documents the 
most authentic and satisfactory, but deficient in technical 
form, may be produced against him ; in short, that he may 
be guilty of the most en(trraous crimes, and yet that legal 
proofs may be v anting. This shows you how seriously you 
ought to consider, before you reject any proof upon the idea 
that it is not technical legal proof. To this assertion of Mr. 
Hastings I oppose, however, the opinion of a gentleman who 
sits near his side, Mr. Sumner, which is much more probable. 

Mr. Hastings says that the power of the council is not 
effectual against the inferior servants, that is, too weak to 
coerce them. With muth more truth Mr. Sumner has said 
in his minute, you might easily coerce the inferior servants ; 
but rhat the dread of falling upon persons in high stations 
discourages and puts an end to complaint. — I quote the re- 
corded authority of the gentleman near him, as being of great 
weight in the affairs of the Company, to prove, what is infi- 
nitmy more probable, the falsehood of Mr. Hastings’s as- 
sertion, that an inferior servant cannot be coerced ; and that 
th^ must riot with impunity in the spoils of the people. 

!But we will go to a mucn more serious part oi the busi- 
ness ; afte/desiring arbitrary power in this letter, he desires 
a perpetuation of it. And here he has given you a descriptioii 
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of lb bad coTemor, to which 1 must cidl your attention, as 
your lordships will find it, in every part of his proceeding, to 
he exactly applicable to himself and to his own government. 

“The first command of a state so extensive as that of 
Bengal is not without opportunities of private emoluments ; 
and although the allowance which your bounty has liberally 
provided for your servants may be reasonably expected to fix 
the bounds of their desires, yet you will find it extremely 
difficult to restrain men from profiting by other means, who 
look upon their appointment as the measure of a day, and 
who, from the uncertainty of their condition, see no room for 
any acquisition but of wealth, since reputation and the con« 
sequences which follow the successful conduct of great afl&urs 
are only to be attained in a course of years. Under such 
circumstances, however rigid your orders may be, or however 
supported, I am afraid that, in most instances, they will pro- 
duce no other fruits than either avowed disobedience, or the 
worst extreme of falsehood and hypocrisy. These are not 
the principles which should rule the conduct of men whom 
you have constituted the guardians of your property, and 
checks on the morals and fidelity of others. The care of self- 
preservation will naturally suggest the necessity of seizing 
the opportunity of present power, when the duration of it is 
considered as limited to the usual term of three years, and 
of applying it to the provision of a future independency; 
thereiore every renewal of this term is liable to prove a re- 
iterated oppression. It is perhaps owing to the causes which 
I have described, and a proof of their existence, that this ap- 
pointment has been for some year^past so eagerly solicited^ 
and so easily resigned. There are yet other inconveniences 
attendant on this habit, and perhaps an iuTestigation of them 
all would lead to endless discoveries. Every man whom your 
choice has honoured with so distinguished a trust seeks to 
merit approbation, and ac*quire an eclat by innovations, for 
which the wild scene before him affords ample and justifiable 
occasion/* 

You see, my lords, be bas stated that, if a Governor is ap^ 
pointed to hold his office only for a short time^'the conse- 
quence would be, either an avowed disobedience, or, what is 
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wbrtte, extreme lalsebood ari bypocrisy. Tour lordsliips\iioW 
that this inim has held his office for a long time, and yet his 
disobedience has been avowed, and his hypocrisy and his 
falsehood have been discovered, and have been proved to 
your lordships in the course of this trial. You see this man 
has declared what are the principles which should rule the 
conduct of men whom you nave constituted the guardians of 
your property, and checks upon the morals and fidelity of 
t)ther8. Mr, Hastings tells you himself directly what his 
duty was ; he tells you himself, and he pronounces his own 
conderouation, what was expected from him, namely, that 
he should give a great example himself, and be a check and 
guardian of the fidelity of all that are under him. He de- 
clares at the eftd of this letter, that a very short continuance 
in their service would enable him to make a fortune up to 
the height of his desire. He has since thought proper to 
declare to you that he is a beggar and undone, notwithstand- 
ing all his irregular resources, in that very service. I have 
read this letter to your lordships, that you may contrast it 
with the conduct of the prisoner, as stated by us and proved 
the evidence we have ‘adduced. We have stated and 
proved, that Mr. Hastings did enter upon a systematic con- 
nivance at the peculation of the Company’s servants— that 
he rofused to institute any check whatever for the purpose of 
preventing corruption ; and that he carried into execution no 
one measure of government, agreeably to the positive and 
Holemu engagements into which he had entered with the 
directors. We therefore charge him not only with his own 
corruptions, hut with a sympathetic, premeditated corruption, 
of the whole service, from Ihe time wnen he was appointed, in 
the beginning of the year 1772, down to the year 1785, 
when he left it. He never attempted to detect any one 
single abuse whatever ; he never endeavoured once to put a 
stop to any corruption, in any man black or white, in any 
way whatever. And thus he has acted in a government of 
which he himself declares the nature to be such, that it is 
almost impossible so to detect misconduct as to give le^sl 
evidence of it, though a man should be declared by the cnea 
of the whole jpeople to be guilty. 

My lords, ne desires an arbitra^ power over the Company's 
servants to be given to him. God forbid arbitrary power 
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be given into the hands of any man ! At the aainj 
time, God forbid, if by power be meant the ability to dial 
cover, to reach, to check, and to punish subordinate oorrupi^ 
tion, that he should not be enableu so to do, and to get at, td 
prosecute, and punish delinquency by law. But honesty' 
only, and not arbitrary power, is necessary for that pu^ose. 
We well know, indeed, that a government requiring arbitraiy 
power has been the situation in which this man has attempt^ 
to place us. * 

We know also, my lords, that there are cases, in which 
the act of the delinquent may be of consequence, while th^ 
example of the criminal, from the obscurity of his situation, 
is of little importance : in other cases, the act of the delin- 
quent may be of no great importance, but the. consequences 
of the example dreadful. We know that crimes of great 
magnitude, that acts of great tyranny, can but seldom be ex- 
ercised, and only by a few persons. They are privileged 
crimes. They are the dreadful prerogatives of greatness and 
of the highest situations only. But when a Governor- General 
descends into the muck and filth of peculation and corrup- 
tion, when he receives bribes dnd extorts money, he does 
acts that ore iraitable by everybody. There is not a single 
man, black or white, from the highest to the lowest, that is 
possessed in the smallest degree of momentary authority, that 
cannot imitate the acts of such a Governor- General. Consider, 
then, what the consequences will be, when it is laid down as 
a principle of the service, that no man is to be called to ac- 
count according to the existing laws; and that you must 
either give, as he says, arbitrary power, or suffer your go- 
vernment to be destroyed. • 

We asked Mr. Anderson whether the covenant of everj’’ 
farmer of the revenue did not forbid him from giving any 
presents to any persons, or taking any. He answered, he 
md not exactly remember (ibr the memory of this gentleman 
is very indifferent, though the matter was in his own particu- 
lar province), but he thought it did ; and he referred us to 
the record of it. I cannot get at the record ; and therefore 
you must take it as it stands from Mr. Anderson, without a 
reference to the record, — that the farmers were forbidden to 
take or give any money to any person whatever*beyond their 
engagements. Now, if a Governor-General comes to that 
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Ikmer, and says, You innst give a certaiu sum beyond your 
engagements — ^be letabim loose to prey upon the landholders 
and cultivators, and thus a way is prepared for the final 
desolation of the whole country, by the malversation of the 
Governor, and by the consequent oppressive conduct of the 
fanners. 

Mr. Hastings being now put over the whole country to 
regulate it, let us see what he has done ; he s^s, Let me 
have an arbitrary power, and I will regulate it. He assumed 
arbitrary power, and turned in and out every servant at his 
pleasure- But did he by that arbitrary power correct any 
one corruption ? Indeed how could he ? He does not say 
he did ; for when a man gives ill examples in himself, when 
he cannot set^on foot an inquiry that does not terminate in 
his own corruption, of course he cannot institute any inquiry 
into the corruption of the other servants. 

But again, my lords, the subordinate servant will say, I 
cannot rise (properly here, as Mr. Hastings has well ob- 
served) to the height of greatness, power, distinction, rank, 
or honour iu the government ; but I can make rny fortune 
according to my degree, fciy measure, and my place. His 
views will be then directed so to make it. And when he 
sees that the Governor- General is actuated by no other views ; 
w'hen he himseM, as a farmer, is confidently assured of the 
corruptions of his superior, when he knows it to be laid down 
as a principle by the Governor-General that no corruption is 
to be inquired into ; and that if it be not expressly laid down, 
yet that his conduct is such as to make it the same as if be 
had actuaUy so laid it down ; then, I say, every part of the 
service is instantly and totally corrupted. 

I shall next refer your lordships to the article of contracts ; 
five contracts have been laid before you, the extravagant and 
corrupt profits of which have been proved to amount to 
JS500,000. We have shown you, by the strongest presump- 
tive evidence, that these contracts were given for the pur- 
pose of corrupting the Company’s servants in India, and of 
corrupting the Company itself m England. You will recol- 
lect that iS40,000 was given in one morning for a contract 
(which the contractor was never to execute), I speak of Mr. 
Hnllivan’s cdhtract. You will also recollect, that he was the 
mm of the principal person in the Indian direction ; andwho^ 
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m or out of office, was known to govern it ; and to be sup 
ported by the whole Indian interest of Mr. Hastings. 

You Imve seen the corruption of Sir Eyre Coote, in giving 
to Mr. Croftes the bullocfe contract. You have seen the 
bullock contracts, stated to Mr. Hastings’s face, and not de- 
nied to have been made for concealing a number of corrupt 
interests. You have seen Mr. Auriol’s contract given to the 
secretary of the Company by Mr. Hastings, in order that he 
might have the whole records and registers of the Company 
under his control. You have seen that the contract and 
commission for the purchase of stores and provisions, an 
enormous job, was giving to Mr. Belli, an obscure man, for 
vi'hom Mr. Hastings oilers himself as security, under cir- 
cumstances that went to prove that Mr. Belli keld this com- 
mission for Mr. Hastings. These, my lords, are things that 
cannot be slurred over ; the Govern or- G-eneral is corrupt, he 
corrupts all about liim j he does it upon system ; he will 
make no inquiry. 

My lords, 1 have stated the amount of the sums which he 
has squandered away in these contracts ; but you will ob- 
serve that wo have brought forward but five of them. 
Good God ! When you consider the magnitude and multi- 
plicity of the Company’s dealings, judge you what must be 
the enormous mass of that corruption, of which he has been 
the cause, and in the profits of which he has partaken. 
When your lordships shall have considered (this document) 
his defence, whicli I have read in part to you, see whether 
you arc not bound, when he imputes to us and throws upon 
us the cause of all his corruption, to throw back the charge 
by your decision, and hurl it with iiidignatiou upon himself. 

But there is another shameless and most iniquitous cir- 
cumstance, which 1 have forgotten to mention, respecting 
these contracts. Re not only considered them as means of 
present power, and thertdbre protected his favourites, without 
the least inquiry into their conduct, and with flagrant suspi- 
cion of a corrupt j>articipation in their delinquency ; but he 
goes still farther ; he declares, that, if he should be removed 
from his government, he will give them a lease in these ex- 
orbitant profits, for the purpose of securing a corrupt party 
to support and bear him out by their evidence, up$:ii the event 
oH any inquiry into his conduct ; to give him a raxynama. In 
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give him a flourishing character, whenever he should come 
upon his trial. Hear what his principles are ; hear what the 
man himself avows : — 


“ Fort William, October 4, 1779. 

“In answer to Mr. Francis’s insinuation, that it is natural 
enough for the agent to w^ish to secure himself, before the 
expiration 6f the present government ; I avow the fact as to 
mjrs^ as well as the agent. When I see a systematic oppo- 
sition to every measure proposed by me for the service of the 
public, by which an individual may eventually benefit, I can- 
not hesitate a moment to declare it to be my firm belief that 
should the government of this country bo placed in the hands 
of the presejit minority, they would seek the ruin of every 
man connected with me ; it is therefore only an act of com- 
mon justice in me to wish to secure them, as far as I legally 
can, u^m the apprehension of future oppression.” 

Here is the principle avowed. He takes for granted, and 
he gives it the name of oppression, that the person who 
should succeed him would take away those unlawful and 
wicked emoluments, and give them to some other. But, 
says he, I will put out of the Company’s power the veiy 
means of redress. 

The document which I am now going to read to your 
lordships contains a declaration by Mr. Hastings of another 
means which he used of corrupting the whole Company’s 
service. 


Minute of the Govemt)r-General. — Extract from that mi- 
nute: — “ Called upon continually by persons of high rank and 
station, both in national and in the Company’s councils, to 
protect and prefer their friends in the army ; and by the 
merito and services which have come under my personal 
knowledge and observation, I suffer both pain and humiliation 
at the want of power to reward the meritorious, or to show a 
proper attention to the wishes of my superiors, without 
^Ting recourse to means which must be considered as 
incompatible with the dignity of my station. The slender 
rel^ which#I entreat of the board from this state of morti fl- 
ection is the authority to augment the number of my staff, 
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which will enable me to show a marked and particular atten- 
tion in circumstances such as above statea, and will be no 
considerable burthen to the Company.” # 

My lords, you here see v;hat he has been endeavouring to 
effect, for the express purpose of enabling him to secure mm- 
self a corrupt influence in England. But there is anothet 
point much more material— which brings the matter directly 
home to this court, and puts it to you, either to punish him 
or to declare yourselves to be accomplices in the corruption 
of the whole service. Hear what the man himself says. I 
am first to mention to your lordships the occasion upon which 
the passage which I shall read to you was written. It was 
when he was making his enormous and shameful establish- 
ment of a revenue board, in the year 1781 ; of which I shall 
say a few words hereafter, as being a gross abuse in itself ; 
he then felt that the world would be so much shocked at the 
enormous prodigality and corrupt profusion of what he was 
doing, that he at last spoke out plainly. 

A minute of Mr. Hastings transmitted in a letter by Mr. 
Wheler : — “ In this, os it must be the case in every reform- 
ation, the interest of individuals has been our pnncipal, if 
not our only impediment. We could not at once deprive so 
large a body of our fellow-servants of their bread, without 
feeling that reluctance which humanity must dictate ; not 
uiiaccoiiipanied perhaps with some concern for the conse- 
quence which our own credit might suffer, by an act which 
involved the fortunes of many, and extended its influence to 
all their connexions. * 

“ This, added to the justice which was due to your servants, 
who were removed for no fault of theirs, but for the public 
convenience, induced us to continue their allowances until 
other ofllces could be provided for them — and the more cheer- 
fully to submit to the expediency of leaving others in a tem- 
porary or partial cbar^ of the internal coUections. In effect 
the civil officers of this government might be reduced to a 
very scanty number, were their exigency alone to determine 
the list of your covenanted servants, which at this time con- 
sist of no less a number than two hundred attd fifty-two ; 
many of them the sons of the first families in the Idn^Sknn of 
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Oreat Britidii, and everyone aspiring to the r^id i^uisitiou 
of iacks, and to return to pass the prime of their lives at 
hdlme, as multitudes have done before them. Neither will 
the revenues of tiiis country suffice for such boundless pre- 
tensiops ; nor are they compatible with yours and the national 
interests, which may eventually suffer bs certain a ruin from 
the effects of private competition and the claim of patronage 
as from the more dreaded calamities of war, or the other or- 
dinary causes which lead to the decline of dominion.*’ 

My lords, you havehere his declaration, that patronage, which 
he avows to be one of the principles of his government, and 
to be the principle of the last of nis acts, is worse than war, 
pestilence, and famine ; and that all these calamities together 
might not be so effectual as this patronage in wasting and 
destroying the country. And at what time does he tell you 
this ? He tells it you, when he himself had just wantonly 
destroyed an old regular establishment for the purpose of 
creating a new one, in which he says he was unaer.the 
necessity of pensioning the members of the old establishment 
from motives of mere hugianity. He here confesses himself 
to be the author of the whole mischief. — I could, says he, 
have acted better ; I might have avoided desolating the coun- 
try by p©culati('D. But, says he, I had sons of the first 
iamilies in the Kingdom of Great Britain ; every one aspiring 
to the rapid acquisition of lacks, and this would not suffer 
me to do my duty. I hope your lordships will stigmatize the 
falsehood of this assertion. Consider, my lords, what he has 
said—two hundred and fifty men at once, and in succession, 
aspiring to come home iii the prime of their youth with lacks. 
You cannot take lacks to be less than two ; we cannot make 
a plural less than two. Two lacks make £20,000. Then 
multiply that by 252, and you will find more than £2,600,000 
to be provided for that set of gentlemen, and for the claims 
of patrom^. Undoubtedly such a patronage is worse than 
the most oreadful calamities of war, and all the other causes 
which lead to decline of dominion. 

lords, I beseech you to consider this plan of corrupting 
the Conmany’s serv^ts, beginning with systematical corrup- 
tion, ama eliding^ with an avowed declaration that he will 
persist in this iniquitous proceeding, and to the utmost of his 
power entail it upon the Company, for the purpose of secur- 
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ing his acconmlices against all the consequences of any i 
change in the Company’s government. I dare not, says he, 1 
be honest ; if I make their fortunes, you will judge favourably 
of me ; if I do not make their fortunes, I shall find myself 
crushed with a load of reproach and obloquy, from which I 
cannot escape in any other way than by bribing the House of 
Peers. What a shameful avowal this to be made in the face 
of the world ! — Your lordships* judgment upon this great" 
cause will obliterate it from the memory of man. But his 
apprehension of some change in the Company’s government 
is not his only pretext for some of these corrupt proceedings : 
he adverts also to the opposition which he had to encounter 
with his colleagues, as another circumstance whjph drove him 
to adopt others of these scandalous expediencies. Now there 
was a period when he had no longer to contend with, or to 
fear, that opposition. When he had got rid of the majority 
in the council, which thwarted him, what did he do ? Did he 
himself correct any of the evils and disorders which had pre- 
vailed in the service, and which his hostile majority had pur- 
posed to reform ? No, not one ; rotwithstanding the court 
of directors had supported the majority in all their declara- 
tions, and had accused him of corruption and rebellion in 
every part of his opposition to them. Now that he was free 
from the yoke of all the mischief of that cursed majority 
which he deprecates, and which I have beard certain persons 
consider as a great calamity (a calamity indeed it was to 
patronage), — as soon, I say, as he was free from this, you 
would imagine he had undertaken some great and capital re- 
formation ; for all the power which the Company could give 
was in his hands — total, absolute, and unconnned. 

I must here remind your lordships that the provincial 
councils was an establishment made by Mr. Hastmgs. So 
confident was he, in his own opinion, of the expediency of 
them, that he transmitted to the court of directors a dran: of 
an act of parliament to confirm them ; by this act it was his 
intention to place them beyJnd the possibility of mutation. 
Whatever opinion others might entertain of tneir weakness, 
inelficacy, or other defects, Mr. Hastings found no such 
things in them. He had declared in the beginning that he 
considered them as a sort of experiment; but that in the 
progress he found them answer so perfectlv well, that he 
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proposed cTen fm act of parliament to 8upp<^ them. The 
court of directors, knowing the mischiefs that innovation had 
produced in their service, and the desolations which it had 
brought on the country, commanded him not to take any 
step for changing them, without their orders. Contrary, 
however, to his own declarations — contrary to the sketch of 
an act of parliament, which, for aught he knew, the legisla- 
ture might then have passed (I know that it was in contem- 
plation to pass about that time several acts for regulating 
the Company’s affairs ; and for one, I should have been, as 1 
always have been, a good deal concerned in whatever tended 
to fix some kind of permanent and settled government in 
Bengal), in violation, I say, of his duty, and in contradiction 
to his own o^nion, he at that time, without giving the parties 
notice, turns out of their employments, situation, and bread 
the provincial councils. 

And who were the members of those provincial councils ? 
They were of high rank in the Company’s service ; they 
were not junior servants, boys of a day, but persons who had 
gone through some probation ; who knew something of the 
country ; who were conversant in its revenues and in the 
course of its business ; they were, in short, men of consider- 
able rank in the Company’s service. What did he do with 
these peoplv'? Without any regard to their rank in the 
service — no more than he had regarded the rank of the no- 
bility of the country — he sweeps them all in one day from 
their independent situations without reference to the direc- 
tors, and turns them all into pensioners upon the Company. 
And for what purpose was this done ? It was done in order to 
reduce the Company’s servants, who in their independent situ- 
ations were too great a mass and volume for him to corrupt to 
an abject dependence upon his absolute power. It was that 
he might tell them. You have lost your situations ; you have 
nothing but small alimentary pensions ; nothing more than 
a maintenance, and you must depend upon me whether you 
are to ^ye anything more or not. Thus at one stroke a 
large division of the Company’s servants, and one of the 
highest orders of them, were reduced for their next bread 
to an abjolute submissive dependence upon his will; and 
the Company was loaded with the pensions of all these dis- 
carded servants. Thus were persons in an honourable inde 
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peudeni situation earned by long service in that c<mntryy 
and who were subject to punishment for their crimes if proved 
against them, all deprived, unheard, of their employments. 
You would imagine that Mr. Hastings had at least charged 
them with corruption. No; you will see upon your minutes, 
that when he abolished the provincial councils he declared at 
the same time that he found no fault with the persons con- 
cerned in them. 

Thus then he has got rid, as your lordships see, of one 
whole body of the Company’s servants ; he has systematically 
corrupted the rest, and provided as far as lay in his power 
for the perpetuation of their corruption ; he has connived at 
all their delinquencies, and has destroyed the independence 
of all the superior orders of them. Now hear \/hat he does 
with regard to the council general itself. They had, by the 
act that made Mr. Hastings Governor, the management of 
the revenues vested in them ; — you have been shown by an 
honourable and able fellow-manager of mine that he took 
the business of this department wholly out of the band of the 
council ; that he named a committee for the management of 
it at an enormous expense — a comihittee made up of his own 
creatures and dependants ; and that, after destroying the pro- 
vincial councils, he brought down the whole management of 
the revenue to Calcutta. This committee took this import- 
ant business entirely out of the hands of the council, in which 
the act had vested it, and this committee he formed without 
the orders of the court of directors, and directly contrary to 
the act which put the superintendence in the hands of the 
council. 

Oh ! but he reserved a superintendence over them. You 
shall hear what the superint^deiice was ; you shall see, feel, 
smell, touch — it shall enter into every avenue and pore of 
your soul. It will show you what was the real principle of 
Mr. Hastings’s government. We will read to you what Sir 
John Shore says of that institution, and of the only ends 
and purposes which it could answer ; your lordships will then 
see now far he was justifiable in violating an act of parlia- 
ment, and giving out of the council’s hands the great trust 
which the laws of his country had vested in them. It is 
pait of a paper written in 1785, by Mr. Shore, wlib was sole 
actiiig president of this committee, to which all Bengpal 
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ddivared ; be was m old servant of the Company, and be ia 
now at tbe bead of the goveimment of that country. He 
was Mr. Hastings’s particular Mend, and therefore you can* 
not doubt either of nis being a competent evidence, or that 
he is a favourable evidence for Mr. Hastings’s, and that be 
would not say one word against the estabhshment of which 
he himself was at the head that was not perfectly true, and 
forced out of him by the truth of the case. There is not a 
single part of it that does not point out some abuse. 

“ In the actual collection of the revenues, nothing is more 
necessary than to give immediate attention to all complaints, 
which are preferred daily without number, and to (uspatch 
them in a summary manner ; this cannot be done where the 
control ia remote. In every pergunnah throughout Bengal 
there are some distinct usages, which cannot be clearly known 
at a distance ; yet in all complaints of oppression or extor- 
tion these must be known before a decision can be pronounc- 
ed. But to learn at Calcutta the particular customs of a 
district of Radshahy or Daca is almost impossible ; and 
considering the channel through which an explanation must 
pass, and through which the complaint is made, any colouring 
may be given to it ; and oppression and extortion, to the ruin 
of a district, mty be practised with impunity. This is a 
continual souivo of embarrassment to the committee of reve- 
nue in Calcutta. 

“ One object of their institution was to bring the revenues 
without the expenses of agency to the presidency, and to 
remove all local control over the farmers, who were to pay 
their rents at Calcutta. "When complaints are made against 
farmers by the occupiers of the lands, it is almost impossible 
to discriminate truth from falsehood. But to prevent a failure 
in the revenue, it is found necessary, in all doubtful cases, to 
support the farmer ; a circumstance which may give rise to 
and confirm the most cruel acts of oppression. Ihe real state 
of any district cannot be known by the committee. An 
occupier or zemindar may plead that an inundation has ruined 
him, or that his country is a desert through want of rain. 
An aumeen is sent to examine the complaint ; he returns 
^tb an exaggerated account of losses proved in volumes of 
intricate accounts, which the committee have no time to read, 
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Bud for which the aiimeen is well paid. Possibly, howevet, 
the whole account is false. Suppose no aumeen is employeln 
and the renter is held to the tenor of his engagement, th® 
loss, if real, must occasion his ruin, unless his assessment ia 
very moderate indeed. 

“ I may venture to pronounce, that the real state of the 
districts is now less known, and the revenue less understood, 
than in the year 1774. Since the natives have had the dis- 
posal of accounts, since they have been introduced as agents 
and trusted with authority, intricacy and confusion have 
taken place ; the records and accounts which have been com- 
piled are numerous ; yet when any particular account is 
wanted, it cannot be found. It is the business of all, from 
the ryots to the dewan, to conceal and dec^ve. The sim- 
plest matters of fact are designedly covered with a veil 
through which no human understanding can penetrate. 

** With respect to the present committee of revenue, it is 
morally impossible for them to execute the business they are 
intrusted with. They are invested with a general control, 
and they have an executive authority larger than ever was 
before given to any board or body of men. They may and 
must get through the business. But to pretend to assert 
that they really execute it, would be folly and falsehood. 

“ The grand object of the native dewannies was to acquire 
independent control, and for many years they have pursued 
this with wonderful art. The farmers and zemindars under 
the committee prosecute the same plan, and have already 
objections to anything that has the least appearance of re- 
striction. All control removed, phey can plunder as they 
please. 

“ The committee must have a dewan or executive ofhcer, 
call him by what name you please. This man, in fact, has 
all the revenues paid at the presidency at his toposal, and 
can, if he has any abilities, bring all the renters imder contri- 
bution. It is or little advantage to restrain the committee 
themselves from bribery Or corruption, when their executive 
officer has the power of protecting both undetected. 

“ To display the arts employed by a native on such an oc- 
casion would fill a volume. He discovers %he secret re- 
louroes of the zemindars and renters, their enemies and 
competitors, and by the engines of hope and fear raised upon 
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these foimdatioiis he can work them to his purpose. Tlie 
committee, with the best intentions, best abilities, and stead** 
iest application, must after all be a tool in the hand of their 
dewan.’* 

Here is the account of Mr. Hastings’s new committee of 
revenue, substituted in the place of an establishment made 
by act of parliament ; here is what he has substituted fbr 
provincial councils. Here is what he has substituted in the 
room of the whole regular order of the service, which he 
totally subverted. Can we add anything to this picture P 
Can we heighten it ? Can we do anything more than to re** 
commend it to your lordships’ serious consideration ? 

But before 1 finally dismiss this part of our charge, I must 
request your lordships’ most earnest attention to the true 
character of these atrocious proceedings, as they now stand 
proved before you, by direct or the strongest presumptive 
evidence upon the Company’s records, and by his own con- 
fessions and declarations, and those of his most intimate 
friends and avowed agenl^. Your lordships will recollect 
that, previously to the appointment of Mr. Hastings to be 
the Gfovemor-General, in 1772, the collection of the revenues 
was committed co a naib dewan, or native collector, under the 
control of the supreme council ; and that Mr. Hastings did 
at that time, and upon various occasions afterwards, declare 
it to be his decided and fixed opinion, that nothing would be 
BO detrimental to the interests of the Company, and to the 
happiness and welfare of the inhabitants of their provinces, 
as changes, and more especially sudden changes, in the col- 
lection of their revenues. His opinion was also most strongly 
and reiterated^ pressed upon him by his masters, the court 
of directors. The first step taken after his appointment was 
to abolish the ofiice of naib dewan, and to send a committee 
through the provinces, at the expense of £50,000 a year, to 
make a settlement of rents to be paid by the natives for five 
years. At the same time he appointed one of the Company’s 
servants to be the collecter in each province, and he abol- 
ished the general board of revenue, which had been estab- 
lished at Sloorshedabad, chiefly for the following reasons ; 
that by its exercising a separate control, the members of the 
. supreme council at Calcutta were prevented from acquiring 
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that mtimata acquaintance with the revenues which wm 
necessary to persons in their station ; and because many ow 
the powers necessary for the collection of the revenues coul<l 
not oe delegated to a subordinate council. In consideration 
of these opinions, orders, and declarations, he, in 17731 
abolished the office of collector, and transferred the manager 
ment of the revenues to sevei^ councils of revenue, caUedl 
provincial councils, and recommended their perpetual establ 
liflhment by act of parliament. In the year 1774, in conf 
tradiction of his former opinion, respecting the necessity ott 
the supreme council possessing ^ possible means of becoin 
ing acquainted with the details of the revenue, he agam 
recommended the continuance of the provincial councifi m 
all their parts. This he again declared to be his deliberaw 
opinion in 1776 and in 1776. In the mean time a majority 
of the. supreme council, consisting of members who had 
generally <uffered in opinion from Mr. Hastings, had trans- 
mitted their advice to the court of directers, recommending 
some changes in the system of provincial councils. The di^ 
rectors, in their reply to this recommendation, did, in 1777, 
order the supreme council to form a new plan for the collec- 
tion of the revenues, and to transmit it to them for their con- 
sideration. 


No such plan was transmitted ; but in the year 1781, Mr. 
Hastings having obtained a mdority in the council, he again 
changed the whole system, both of the collection of the reve- 
nue and of the executive administration of civil and criminal 


justice. And who were the persons substituted in the place 
of those whom he removed ? Najnes, my lords, with which 
you are already but too well acquainted. At their head 
stands Munny Begum ; then comes his own domestic and 
private bribe-agent, Gunga €k)vin Sing ; then his banyap, 
Cantoo Baboo ; then that instrument of all evil, Debi Smg ; 
then the whole tribe of his dependants, white and bhu^ 
whom be made farmers of the revenue, with Colonel Han- 
nay tA, their head ; and lastly, his confidential residents, se- 
cret agents, and private secretaries, Mr. Middleton, Major 
Palmer, Ac. Ac. — Can your lordships doubt, for a single 
stant, of the real spirit of these proceedings ? Can you doubl e 
of the whole design having originated and ended in oorruptiott 
and peculation ? 
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We have fuUj stated V you, from the authority of these 
parlies themselves, the effects and consequences of these 
proceedings — namely, the dilapidation of the revenues, and 
the ruin and desolation of the provinces, .^d, mv lords, 
what else could have been expected or designed oy this 
sweeping subversiop of the control of the Company*8 serv- 
ants over the collection of the revenue, and the vesting of 
it in a black dewan, but fraud and peculation ? What dse, 
I say, was to be expected in the inextricable turnings and 
windings of that black mystery of iniquity, but the conceal* 
ment of eveiy species of wrong, violence, outrage, and op- 
pression ? Your lordships then have seen that the whole 
country' was put into the hands of Gunga Govin Sing ; and 
when you remember who this Gunga Qovin Sing was, and 
how effectually Mr. Hastings had secured him against de- 
tection, in every part of his malpractices and atrocities, can 
you for a moment hesitate to believe that the whole project 
was planned and executed for the purpose of putting all 
Bengal under contribution to Mr. Hastings? But if you 
are resolved, after all this, to entertain a good opinion of 
Mr. Hastings-rif you havd taken it into your heads, for rea- 
sons best known to yourselves, to imagine that he has some 
hidden virtues, which in the government of Bengal he has 
not displayed anJ which, to us of the House of Commons, 
have not been discernible in any one single instance ; these 
virtues may be fit subjects for paragraphs in newspapers-— 
they may be pleaded for him by the partisans of his Indian 
faction. But your lordships will do well to remember that 
it is not to Mr. Hastings himself that you are trusting, but 
to Gunga Govin Sing. •!£ the committee were tools in his 
hands, must not Mr, Hastings have also been a tool in his 
hands? — If they, vrith whom he daily and hourly had to 
transact business, and whose office it was to control and re- 
strain him, were unable so to do, is this control and restraint 
to be expected from Mr. Hastings, who was his confidant, 
and whose corrupt transactions he could at any time discover 
to the world ? Mj worthy colle^ue has traced the whole 
of Mr. Hastings’s bribe account, in the most clear and satis- 
fectory manner, to Gunga Gk>vin Sing — him first — ^him laj^ 
— ^him midfl4, and without end. If we fail of the convictioO 
of the prisoner at your bar, your lordships will not have ao» 
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q^oitted Mr. Hastings merely, but you will confirm aU tl^ Is 
robberies and rapines of Gunga Govin Sing. You will rAA 
cognise him as a faithful Governor of India. Yes, my lordsM 
let us rejoice in this man. Let us adopt him as our ownJj 
Let our countir, let this House, be proud of him ! If Mr. i 
Hastings can be acquitted, we must admit Gunga GoviiljJ 
Singes government to be the greatest blessing that ever hap- 1 
pened to mankind. But if Gunga Govin Sing’s government I 
oe the greatest curse that ever b^efell suffering humanity, as I 
we assert it to have been, there is the man that placed him I 
in it ; there is his father, his godfather, the first author andf 
origin of all these evils and calamities. My lords, remembe p 
D inagepore ; remember the bribe of £40,000 which Gungi i 
Govin Sing procured for Mr. Hastings in that province, an( I 
the subsequent horror of that scene. 

But, my lords, do you extend your confidence to Gunga 
Govin Sing ? Not even the face of this man, to whom the 
revenues of the Company, together with the estates, fortunes, 
reputations, and lives of the inhabitants of that country were 
delivered over, is known in those provinces. He resides at 
Calcutta, and is represented W a. variety of under agents. 
Do you know Govin Ghose ? Do you know Nundalol r Do 
you know the whole tribe of peculators, whom Mr. Hastings 
calls his faithful domestic servants ? Do you know all the 
persons that Gunga Govin Sing must employ in the various 
ramifications of the revenues throughout all the provinces P 
Are you prepared to trust all these ? The board of revenue 
has confessed that it could not control them. Mr. Hastings 
himself could not control them. The establishment of this 


system was like Sin’s opening the agates of hell ; like her be 
could open the gate, but to shut, as Milton says, exceeded 
his power. The former establishments, if defective, or if 
abuses were found in them, might have been corrected. 
There was at least the means of detecting and punishing 
abuse* But Mr. Hastings destroyed the means of doing 
either, by putting the whole country into the hands of Gunga 
Govin Sing. 

Now, having seen all these things done, look to the ac- 
count. Your lordships will now l]e pleased to look at tbit 
business as a mere account of revenue. You ynll find, on 
comparing the three years in which Mr. Hastings was in the 



'WAftBBir HAftTlKGS, ESQ. 


miiionty with tbe three years after the appointment of this 
committee, that the assessment upon the country increased, 
but that the reyenue was diminished ; and you will also find, 
which is a matter that ought to astonish you, that the ex- 
penses of the collections were increased by no less a sum 
than £600,000. Yva may judge from this what riot there 
was in rapacity and ravage, both amongst the European and 
native agents, but chiefly amongst the natives ; for Mr. 
Hastings did not divide the greatest part of this spoil among 
the Company’s servants, but among this gang ot black de- 
pendants. 

These accounts are in pages 1273 and 1274 of your min- 
utes. My lords, weighty indeed would have been the charge 
brought Defore your lordships by the Commons of Great 
Britain, agaiusl the prisoner at your bar, if they had fixed 
upon no other crime or misdemeanour than that which 1 am 
now pressing upon you. His throwing off the allegiance of 
the Company, his putting a black master over himself, and 
his subjecting the whole of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, the 
whole of the Company’s servants, the Company’s revenues, 
the Company’s farms, ^o Gwnga Govin Sing. But, my lords, 
it is a very curious ni;d remarkable thing, that we have traced 
this man as Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker up to the time of the 
nomination of this committee ; we have traced him through 
a regular series ot bribery ; he is Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker 
at Patna; he is Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker at Nuddea; he 
is his bribe broker at Dinagepore ; we find him his bribe 
broker in all these places ; but from the moment that this 
committee was constituted, it became a gulf in which the 
prevention, the detection, ^nd the correction of all kind of 
abittea were sunk and lost for ever. Erom the time when 
this committee and Gunga Govin Sing were appointed, you 
do not find one word more of Mr. Hastings’s bribes. Had 
he then ceased to receive any ? or where are you to look for 
them ? You are to look for them in that £500,000 excess of 
expense in the revenue department, and in the rest of all that 
corrupt traffic of Gunga Govin Sing, of which we gave you 
specimens at the time we proved his known bribes to you. 
^ese are nothing but index hands to point out to you the 
immense msfs of corruption which had its origin and was 
daily accumulating in these provinces, under the protection 
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of Mr. Hastings. And can yon think, and can we talk M 
such transactions, without feeling emotions of indignaliw 
and horror not to he described ? Can we contemplate sn« 
scenes as these — can we look upon those desolated provincev 
— upon a country so ravaged — a people so subdued — Mai 
homedans, Gentoos, our own countrymen aU trampled under 
foot by this tyrant ; can we do this without giving expres- 
sion to those feelings which, after animating us in this life, 
will comfort us when we die, and will form our best part in 
another ? . 

My lords, I am now at the last day of my endeavours to 
inspire your lordships with a just sense of these unexampled 
atrocities. I have had a great encyclopedia of crimes to deal 
with ; I will get through them as soon as I ; and I pray 
your lordships to believe, that if I omit anything, it is to 
time I sacrifice it ; that it is to want of strength I sacrifice 
it ; that it is to necessity, and not from any despair of making, 
from the records and from the evidence, matter so omitted as 
black as anything that I have yet brought before you. 

The next thing of which I have to remind your lordships 
respecting these black agents of the prisoner is, that we find 
him, just before his departure from India, recommending three 
of them — Gunga Govm Sing, Gunga Ghose, and Nundalol — 
as persons fit and necessary to be rewarded for their services 
by the Company. Now your lordships will find that, of these 
faithful domestic servants, there is not one of them who was 
not concerned in these enormous briberies, and in betraying 
their own native and natural master. If I had time for it, I 
believe I could trace every person to be, in proportion to Mr. 
Hastings's confidence in him, the author of some great villany. 
These persons he thinks had not been sufficientiy rewarded, 
and accordingly he recommends to the board, as his dying 
legacy, provision for these faithful, attached servants of his, 
and particularly for Gunga Govin Sing. The manner in 
which this man was to be rewarded makes a part of the his- 
tory of these transactions, os curious perhaps as was ever ex- 
hibited to the world. Your lordships will find it * in page 
2841 of your minutes. 

The Eajah of Dinagepore was a child at that time aheut 
eleven years old, and had succeeded to the Biyahship 
what means I shall say nothing) when he was about flfw 
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jears old He is made to Apply to Mr. Hastings for leare to 
grant a very considerable part of his estate to Gunga Govin 
Sing, as a reward for his services. These services could only 
be known to the Eajah*s family, by having robbed it of at 
least £40,000, the bribe given to Mr. Hastings. But the 
Bajah’s family is so little satisfied with this bountiful and 
liberal donation to Gunga Govin Sing, that they desire that 
several perguimahs or farms, that are mentioned in the appli- 
cation made to the council, should be separated from the 
family estate and given to this man. Such was this extraor- 
dinary gratitude ; gratitude not for money received, but for 
money taken away ; a species of gratitude unknown in any 
part of the world but in India ; gratitude pervading every 
branch of th€^ family ; his mother coming forward and peti- 
tioning likewise that her son should be disinherited; his 
uncle, the natural protector aud guardian of his minority, 
coming forward, and petitioning most earnestly that his 
nephew should be disinherited ; all the family join in one 
voice of supplication to Mr. Hastings that Gunga Govin Sing 
may have a very large and considerable part of their family 
estate given to him. Mr.^Hastings, after declaring that cer- 
tain circumstance > respecting this property, which are men- 
tioned in his minutefc, were to his knowledge true, but which 
your lordships upon examination will find to be false, and 
falsified in eicry particular, recommends in the strongest 
manner to the board a compliance with this application. 
He was at this time on the eve of his departure from India, 
in haste to provide for his faithful servants ; aud he well 
knew that this his last act would be held binding upon his 
successors, w^ho were devoted to him. 

Here, indeed, is genuine and heroic gratitude ; gratitude 
for money received, not for money taken awav ; and yet this 
gratitude was tow ards a person w ho had paid himself out of 
the benefit w'hich had been conferred, at the expense of a 
third party. For Gunga Govin Sing had kept jot himself 
£20,0^ out of £40, OW taken from the Bajah. For this 
cheat, stated by Mr. Larkins to be such, and allowed by Mr. 
Hastings himself to be such — he, with a perfect knowledge 
of that fraud and cheat committed upon the public (for ne 
pretends thsA the money was meant for the Company), makes 
this supplication to his colleagues, and departs. 

VOL. VIII. 2 c 
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After his departure, Gunga Govin Sings relying upon the? 
continuance oi the corrupt influence which he bad gained, 
had the impudence to come forward and demand the confir- 
mation of this grant by the council general. The council, 
though willing to accede to Mr. Hastings’s proposition, w-ere 
stopped in a moment by petitions much more natural, but of 
a direct contrary tenor. The poor infant Eajah raises his 
cries not to be deprived of his inheritance ; his mother comes 
forward and conjures the council not to oppress her son and 
wrong her family ; the uncle comes and supplicates the board 
to save from ruin these devoted victims which were under 
his protection. All these counter-petitions come before the 
council, while the ink is hardly dry upon the petitions which 
Mr. Hastings had left behind him, as proofs of* the desire of 
this family to be disinherited in favour of Gunga Govin Sing. 
Upon the receipt of these remonstrances, the board could not 
proceed in the business, and accordingly Gunga Govin Sing 
was defeated. 

But Gunga Govin Sing was unw'illing to quit his prey. 
And what does he do ? — 1 desire your lordships to consider 
seriously the reply of Gunga Govin Sing, as it appears upon 
your minutes. — It is a bold answer. He denies the right of 
the Bajah to tliese estates. Why, says he, all property in this 
country depends upon the will of your government ; bow 
came this Kajah’s family into possession of this great zemin- 
dary ? Why, they got it at first by the mere favour of go- 
vernment. The whole was an iniquitous transaction. This 
is a family that in some former age has robbed others, and now 
let me rob Ihera. In support of this claim he adds the ex- 
istence of other precedents ; namely, that many clerks or 
mutscddies and banyans at Calcutta had, as be says, got pos- 
session of the lands of other people, without any pretence of 
right.— Why should not I ? Good God, what precedents are 
these !— Your lordships shall now hear the razynama, or testi- 
monial, which, since Mr. Hastings’s arrival in England, this 
Hajah has been induced to send to the Company from India, 
and you will judge then of the state in which Mr. Hastings 
has left that country. Hearken, my lords, I pray you, to the 
razynama of this man, from whom £40,000 was taken by 
Mr. Hastings and Gunga Govin Sing, and agaiifst whom an 
attempt was made by the same persons to deprive him of bit 
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inberitance. Listen to lais razjnama, and then judge of all 
the other testimonials which have been produced on the part 
of the prisoner at your bar. His counsel rest upon them — 
they glory in them, and we shall not abate them one of these 
precious testimonials. They put the voice of grateful India 
against the voice of ungrateful England. Now, hear what 
grateful India says, after our having told you for what it was 
BO grateful. 

“I, Radaunat, zemindar of pergunnah Havelly Penjuna, 
Ac., commonly called Dinagepore : — As it has been learnt by 
the mutseddies and the respectable officers of my zemindary 
that the ministers of England are displeased with the late 
Governor, Warren Hastings, Esq., upon the suspicion that he 
oppressed js, took money from us by deceit and force, and 
ruined the country ; therefore, we, upon the strength of our 
religion, which we think it incumbent on and necessary for 
us to abide by, following the rules laid down in giving evi- 
dence, declare the particulars of the deeds of Warren Hast- 
ings, Esq., full of circuipspection and caution, civility and 
justice, superior to the conduct of the most learned ; and by 
representing what is fact, wipe away the doubts that have 
possessed the Uiiiids of the ministers of England. That Mr. 
Hastings is posvjessed of fidelity and confidence, and yielding 
protection to us ; that he is clear of the contamination of 
mistrust and wrong, ard his mind is free of covetousness or 
avarice. Diu*mg the time of his administration, no one saw 
other conduct than that of protection to the husbandmen and 
justice ; no inhabitant ever experienced afflictions ; no one 
ever felt oppression from* him ; our reputations have always 
been guarded from attacks by his prudence, and our ferailies 
have always been protected by his justice.” 

^ €kK)d God! my lords , — our families protected hy hisjus^ 
Hee ! ” What ! after Gunga Govxn Sing, in concert with 
Mr. Hastings, had first robbed him of £40,000, and then had 
attempted to snatch, as it were, out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings the inheritance of their fathers, and to deprive 
thk infant of a great part of his family estate ! Here is a 
child eleven^years old, who never could have seen Mr. Hast* 
ings; who could know nothing of him but from the heary 
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band of oppression, affliction, wrong, and robbery, brought to 
bear testimony to the virtues of Mr. Hastings before a Bri- 
tish parliament. Such is the confidence they repose in their 
hope of having bribed the English nation by the millions and 
millions of money, the countless lacks of rupees, poured into 
it from India, that they had dared to bring this poor robbed 
infant to bear testimony to the character of Mr. Hastings. 
These are the things which are to be opposed to the mass of 
evidence which the House of Commons bring against this 
man ; evidence which they bring from his own acts, his own 
WTiting, and his own records ; a cloud of testimony furnished 
by himself, in support of charges brought forward and urged 
by us agreeably to the magnitude of his crimes, with the 
horror which is inspired by them, and with the contempt due 
to this paltry attempt towards his defence — which they had 
dared to produce from the hands of an infant but eleven 
years old when Mr. Hastings quitted that country. 

But to proceed with the razynama : — “ He never omitted 
the smallest instance of kindness towards us, but healed the 
w'ounds of despair with the salve of consolation, by means of 
his benevolent and kind behaviour, never permitting one of 
us to sink into the pit of despondence ; he supported every 
one by his goodness, overset the designs of evil-minded men 
by his authority, tied the hand of oppression with the strong- 
est bandage of justice, and by these means expanded the 
pleasing appearance of happiness and joy over us ; he reestab- 
lished justice and impartiality. We were during his govern- 
ment in the enjoyment of perfect happiness and ease, and many 
of us are thankful and satisfied. As Mr. Hastings was well 
acquainted with our manners and ' customs, he was always 
desirous in every respect of doing whatever would preserve 
our religious rites, and guard them against every kind of ac- 
cident and injury ; and at all times protected us. Whatever 
we have experienced from him, and whatever happened from 
him, we have written without deceit or exaggeration.** 

My lords, before I take leave of this affair of bribes and of 
the ^at bribe-broker, let me just ofier a remark to your' 
lordimips upon one curious transaction. My lords, we have 
chargea a bribe taken from the Nabob of Glide, and we have 
stated the corrupt and scandalous proceeding which attended 
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I thought I had done with Oude; hut as there is a 
l^deu chain between all the virtues, so there is a golden 
^^in which links together all the vices. Mr. Hastings, as 
3^ have seen, and as my honourable colleague has fiilly 
opened it to you, received a bribe or corrupt present from the 
Nabob of Oude, in September, 1781. YTe heard no more of 
this bribe than what we had stated (no other trace of it ever 
appearing in the Company’s records, except in a private letter 
written by Mr. Hastings to the court of directors, and after- 
wards in a communication such as you have heard through 
Mr. Larkins), till October, 1783. 

But, my lords, we have since discovered, through and in 
consequence of the violent disputes which took place between 
Mr. Hasting? and the clan of residents that were in Oude, 
the resident of the Company, Mr. Bristow, the two residents 
of Mr. Hastings, Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnson, and the 
two residents sent by him to watch over all the rest, Major 
Palmer and Major Davy, — upon quarrels, I say, between 
them, we discovered that Mr. Middleton had received the offer 
of a present of £100,000 in February, 1782. This circum- 
stance is mentioned in a letter of Mr. Middleton’s, in which 
he informs Mr. Hastings thai the Nabob had destined such a 
sum for him. 

Now the erst thing that will occur to your lordships, upon 
such an affair, will be a desire to know what it was that in- 
duced the Nabob to make this offer. It was but in the Sep- 
tember preceding that Mr. Hastings had received, for his 
private use, as the Nabob conceived, so bountiful a present as 
£100,000 ; what motive.then could he have had in February 
to offer him another £100,000? — This man, at the time, was 
piercing heaven itself with the cries of despondency, despair, 
beggary, and ruin. You have seen that he was forced to rob 
his own family, in order to satisfy the Company’s demands 
upon him ; and yet this is precisely the time when he thinks 
proper to offer £100,000 to Mr. Hastings. Does not the mind 
of every man revolt, whilst he exclaims, and say, What ! 
» another £1W,000 to Mr. Hastings ! What reason had the 
Na^b to think Mr. Hastings so monstrously insatiable, that, 
having bul^the September before received £100,000, he must 
give him another in February ? — My lords, he must in the 
interval have threatened the Nabob with some horrible cataa* 
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trophe, from which he was to redeem himself by this second* 
present. You can assign no other motive for his giving it* 
We know not what answer Mr. Hastings made to Mr. Mid- 
dleton upon that occasion, but we find that in the year 1783 
Mr. Hastings asserts that he sent up Major Palmer and Major 
Davy, to persuade the Nabob to transfer this present, which 
the IwaboD intended for him, to the Company’s service. Be- 
mark, my lords, the progress of this affair. In a formal accu- 
sation preferred against Mr. Middleton, he charges him with 
obstructing this design of his. In this accusation, my lords, 
you find him at once in the curious character of prosecutor, 
witness, and judge. 

Let us see how he comports himself. I shall only state to 
you one of the articles of his impeachment. H is the third 
charge ; it is in page 12 G7 of your lordships’ minutes 
“ For sending repeatedly to the Vizier and to his minister, 
Hyder Beg Khlln, to advise them against transferring the ten 
lacks of rupees, intended as a present to the Governor- 
General, to the Company’s account; as it would be a precedent 
for further demands, which if the Y,izier did not refuse in the 
first instance, the government would never cease to harass 
him for money.” 

The first thing that will occur to your lordships is an as- 
sertion of the accuser’s : — “ 1 am morally certain that iay- 
daads or assets for ten lacks, either in assignment of l^a or 
in bills, had been prepared, and were in the charge or pbsses- 
sion of Mr. Middleton, before Major Palmer’s arrival, and left 
with Mr. Johnson on Mr. Middleton’s departure.” 

My lords, here is an accusation that Mr. Middleton had 
actually received money, either in bifis or assets of some kind 
or other ; and that, upon imitting his residency, he had handed 
it over to his successor, Mr. Johnson. Here are then facts 
asserted, and we must suppc^e substantiated. Here is a 
sum of money to be accounted for, in which there is a gross 
malversation directly charged as to these particulars, in Mr. 
Hastings’s opinion. Mr. Macpherson, another member of the 
council, has declared that he understood at the time, tba{ the 
ten lacks were actually deposited in bills, and that it was not 
a mere offer made by the Nabob to p^ such a sum from the 
future revenue of the country. Mr. Hastings hasHheee facta 
disclosed to him. He declares that he was morally eeitam ** 
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of it ; that as certain a man can be of anything, becanae 
physical certitude does not belong to such matters* The first 
thing you will naturally ask is, Why does he not ask Mr. 
Johnson how he had disposed of that money which Mr, Mid*» 
dleton had put in his hands ? He does no such thing ; he 
passes over it totally, as if it were no part of the matter in 
question, and the -accusation against Mr. Middleton termi- 
nates in the manner you will there find stated. When Mr. 
Johnson is asked, Why was not that money applied to the 
Company’s sendee ? he boldly steps forward, and says, I pre- 
vented it from being so applied. It never was, it never ought 
to have been so applied ; such an appropriation of money to 
be taken from the Kabob would have been enormous upon 
that occasion^ 

Whai then does Mr. Hastings do ? Does he examine Mr. 
Middleton upon the subject, who charges himself with having 
received the money ? — Mr. Middleton was at that very time 
in Calcutta, called down thither by Mr. Hastings himself. 
One would naturally expect that he would call upon him to 
explain for what purpose he left the money with Mr. John- 
son, He did no such thibg. Did he examine Mr. Johnson 
himself, who was charged with having received the money 
from Mr. MiddU ton ? Did he ask him what he had done 
with that m(me\ ? Not one word. Did he send for Major 
Palmer and IMajor Davy to account for it ? No. Did he call 
any shroff, any banker, any one person concerned in the pay- 
ment of the money ; or any one person in the management 
of the revenue ? No, not one. Directly in the face of his 
own assertions, directly contrary to his moral conviction of 
the fact that the money bad been actually deposited, he tries 
Mr* Johnson collueively and obliquely ; not upon the account 
of what was done wdth the money, but why it was prevented 
from being applied to the Company’s service ; and he acquits 
him in a manner that (taking the whole of it tc^ether) will 
give your lordships the finest idea possible of a Bengal judi- 
cature, as exercised by Mr. Hastings. 

“I am not sorry,” says be, “that Mr. Johnson chose to 
• drfdat my intentions, since it w ould have added to the Nabob’s 
dirtrsp^, but with no immediate relief to the Company. 
If in bis own breast he can view the secret motives ot this 
transaction, and on their testimony approve it, I also acquit 
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him. — Merciful God! Here is a man accused hj regulal 
articles of impeachment. The accuser declares he is morally 1 
certain that the money had been received, but was prevented | 
from being applied to its destination by the person accused, 
and he acquits him. Does he acquit him from his own 
knowledge, or from any evidence ? No ; but he applies to 
the man’s conscience, and says, if you in your conscience can 
acquit yourself, I acquit you. 

Here then is a proceeding, the most astonishing and 
shameless that perhaps was ever witnessed ; a court trying a 
man for a delinquency and misapplication of money, destined, 
in the first instance, for the use of the judge, but which he 
declares ought, in his own opinion, to be set apart for the 
public use ; and which he was desirous of applying to the 
Company’s service, without regard to his own interest ; and 
then the judge declaring he is not sorry that his purpose 
had been defeated by the party accused. Instead, however, 
of censuring tlie accused, ne applies to the man’s own con- 
science: — Does your conscience, says he, acquit you of 
having acted wrong ? The accused makes no reply ; and 
then Mr. Hastings, by an hypothetical conclusion, acquits him. 

Mr. Hastings is accused by the Commons, for that having 
a moral certainty of the money’s being intended for his use, 
he would not have ceased to inquire into the actual applica- 
tion of it, but from some corrupt motive and intention. With 
this he is charged. He comes before you to make bis de- 
fence. Mr. IMiddleton is in England. Does he call Mr. 
Middleton to explain it here ? Does he call upon Mr. John- 
son, who was the other day in this court, to account for it ? 
Why did he not, when he sent for these curious papers and 
testimonials to Major Palmer (the person authorized, as he 
pretends, by him to resign all his pretensions to the money 
procured), send for Major Palmer, who is the person that 
accused him in this business ? Why not send for him to hear 
some testimony respect mg it? No; he had time enough; 
but at no one time, and in no i ne place,' did he do this ; there- 
fore the imputation of the foulest corruption attaches upon 
him, joined with the infamv of a collusive prosecution, in- 
stituted for the sake of a collusive acquittal. 

Having explained to your lordships the nature, ritid detailed 
the circumstances, as far as we are acquainted with them, of 
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tkia fraudulent transactioi., we have only further to remind 
you that, though Mr. Middleton was declared |^ilty of five 
of the six charges brought against him by Mr. Hasting, yet 
the next thing you hear is, that Mr. Hastings, after dedanng 
that this conduct of Mr. Middleton had been very bad, ana 
that the conduct of the other servants of the Company con- 
cerned with him had been ten times worse, he directly ap- 
points him to one of the most honourable and confidential 
pffices the Company had to dispose of — he sends him ambas- 
sador to the Kizam ; to give to all the courts of India a 
specimen of the justice, honour, and decency of the British 
government. 

My lords, with regard to the bribe for the entertainment y 
I only beg leave to make one observation to you upon that 
article. 1 could say, if the time would admit it, a great deal 
upon that subject ; but I wish to compress it, and I shall 
therefore only recommend it in general to your lordships* 
deliberate consideration. The covenant subsisting between 
the Company and its servants was made for the express pur- 
pose of putting an end to all such entertainments. By this 
convention it is ordered tnat no presents exceeding £200 
shall be accepted upon any pretence for an entertainment. 
The covenant wns intended to put an end to the custom of 
receiving moroy ibr entertainments, even when visiting an 
independent oriental prince. But your lordships know that 
the Nabob was no prince, but a poor, miserable, undone de- 

E endant upon the Company. The present was also taken 
y Mr, Hastings at a time when he went upon the cruel 
commission of cutting dow'n the Nabob’s allowance from 
£400,000 to £260,000 — ^nd when be was reducing to beg- 
gary thousands of persons w'ho w ere dependent for bread upon 
the Nabob, and ruining perhaps forty thousand others. I 
shall say no more upon that subject, though, in truth, it is a 
thing upon W’hich much observatiou might be made. 

I ehall now pass on to another article connected with, 
though not making a direct part of, that of corrupt bribery ; 
I mean the swindling subterfuges by which he has attempted 
to justify his corrupt practices. At one time be defends 
them by pleading the necessities of his own affairs, as when 
he takes presents and entertainments avowedly for his own 
profits. At another time he defends them by pleading the 
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goodness of his intentions. He intended, he says, to give il^ 
money to the Company. His last plea has something in i^t 
(whicn shall I say ?) of a more awful or of a more abandoned 
character, or of both. In the settlement of his public ac- 
count before he left India, he takes credit for a bond which 
he had received from Nobkissin, upon some account or other. 
He then returns to England, and what does he do ? Pay off? 
No. Give up the bond to the Company ? No. He says, I 
will account to the Company for this money ; and when he 
comes to give this account of the expenditure of this money, 
your lord^ips will not be a little astonished at the items of 
it. One is for founding a Mahomedan college. It is a very 
strange thing that Earn Nobkissin, who is a Gentoo, should 
be employed by Mr. Hastings to found a Mahomedan college. 
We will allow Mr. Hastings, who is a Christian, or would be 
thought a Christian, to grow pious at last ; and as many 
others have done who have spent their lives in fraud, repa- 
city, and peculation, to seek amends, and to expiate his crimes 
by charitable foundations. Nay, we will suppose Mr. Hast- 
iMs to have taken it into his head to turn Mahomedan 
(Gentoo he could not), and to havd designed by a Mahomedan 
foundation to expiate his offences. Be it so ; but why should 
Nobkissin pay for it ? We will pass over this also. But when 
your lordships shall hear of what nature that foundation was, 
I believe you will allow that a more extraordinary history 
never did appear in the world. 

In the first place, he stated to the council on the 18th of 
April, 1781, that in the month of November, 1780, a petition 
was presented to him by a considerable number of Mussul- 
men; in compliance with which this Mahomedan college 
appears to have been founded. It next appears from his 
statement, that in the April following (that is, within about 
six months after the foundation), many students had finished 
their education. You see what a hot- bed bribe^ and cor- 
ruption is ; our universities cannot furnish an emication in 
six years. In India they have completed it within six months, 
and have taken their deCTees. 

Mr. Hastings says, I nave supported this establishment to 
this time at my own expense ; I desire the Company will now 
defray the charge of it. He then calculates what the ex- 
penses were ; he calculates that the building would cost abai^ 
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£0,000, and he gets from tk j Company a bond to raise money 
for paying this £6,000. You apparently have the building 
now at the public expense, and* Mr. Stastings still stands 
charged with the expense of the college for six months. He 
then proposes that a tract of land should be given for the 
college, to the value, of about 3,000 odd pounds a year ; and 
that in the mean time there should be a certain sum allotted 
for its expenses. After this Mr. Hastings writes a letter from 
the Ganges to the Company, in which he says not a word 
about the expense of the building ; but says that the college 
was founded and maintained at his own expense, though it 
was thought to be maintained by the Company ; and he fixes 
the commencement of the expense in September, 1779. But 
after all, we find that the very professor who was to be set- 
tled there never so much as arrived in Calcutta, or showed 
his face there, till some time afterwards. And look at Mr. 
Larkins’s private accounts, and you will find that he charges 
the expense to have commenced not until October, 1781. It 
is no error, because it runs through and is so accounted in the 
whole ; and it thus appears that he has charged, falsely and 
fraudulently, a year more for that establishment than it cost 
him. 

At last then, v ien he was coming away (for I hasten to 
the conclusion of an affair, ludicrous indeed in some respects, 
but not unworlhy of your lordships’ consideration), “after 
remarking that he had experienced for three years the utility 
of this institution, he recommends that they will establish a 
fund for £3,000 a year for it, and give it to the master.” He 
had left Gunga Govin Sing as a Gentoo legacy, and he now 
leaves the Mussulmen as h Mahomedan legacy, to the Com- 
pany. Your lordships shall now hear what was the upshot 
of the whole. The Company soon afterwards hearing that 
this college was become the greatest nuisance in Calcutta, 
that it had raised the cries of all the inhabitants against 
it, one of their servants, a Mr. Chapman, was deputed by 
the Governor, Sir John Shore, to examine into it, and your 
lordships will find the account he gives of it in your minutes. 
In sho^, my lords, we find that this was a seminary of rob- 
bers, house-breakers, and every nuisance to society ; so that 
the Com^uiy was obliged to turn out the master, and to 
remodel the whole. Your lordships will now judge of the 



S96 


SPEECH IK THE IMPEACHMEKT 01 


merits and value of this, one of the sets-off brought forwi^ 
by the prisoner against the charges vehich we have brougnt 
iorwara against him ; it began in injustice and peculation, 
and ended in a seminary for robbers and house-breakers. 1 
Nothing now remains to be pressed by me upon your lord- 
ships* consideration, but the account given by the late Go- 
vernor-General, Earl Cornwallis, of the state in which he 
found the country left by his predecessor, Mr. Hastings, the 
prisoner at your bar. But patient as I know your lordships 
to be, I also know that your strength is not inexhaustible, 
aud though what I have further to add will not consume 
much of your lordships’ time, yet I conceive that there is a 
necessity for deferring it to another day. 

[Adjoumen. 


TRIAL. 

MONDAY, 16th .)UNE, 1794. 


KIKTH DAY OF REPLY. 


(Mk. Bttbke.) 

My Lords, — I should think it necessary to make an 
apology to your lordships for appearing before you one day 
more, if I were inclined to measure^ this business either by the 
standard of my own ability, or by my own impatience, or by 
any supposed impatience of yours. I know no measure in 
such a case, but the nature of the subject and the duty which 
we owe to it. You will therefore, my lords, permit me in a 
few words to lead you back to what we did yestert^, that 
you may the better comprehend the manner in which I mean 
to conclude the business to-day. 

My lords, we took the liberty of stating to you the condi- 
tion of Bengal before our taking possession of it, and of the 
seyeral classes of its inhabitants. We first brought before 
you the Mahomedan inhabitants, who had the^ judicial au- 
thority of the country in their hands ; and we proved to you 



WABBXN HAfTIKOS, £SQ. 


307 


the utter ruin of tbat body of people, and with them of the 
justice of the country, by their being both one and the other 
gold to an infamous women called Munny Begum. We next 
showed you that the whole landed interest, the zemindars or 
Hindoo gentry of the country, was likewise ruined by its 
being given over by letting it on a five years' lease to infa- 
mous formers, and giving it up to their merciless exactions ; 
and afterwards by subjecting the rank of those zemindars, 
their title deeds, and all their pecuniary aflfairs, to the minut- 
est scrutiny, under pain of criminal punishment, by a com- 
mission granted to a nefarious villain, called Gunga Govin 
Sing. We lastly showed you, that the remaining third class, 
that of the English, was partly corrupted, or had its author- 
ity dissolved, aijd that the whole superintending English con- 
trol was subverted or subdued ; that the products of the 
country were diminished, and that the revenues of the Com- 
pany were dilapidated, by an overcharge of expenses in four 
years to the amount of £500,000, in consequence of these 
corrupt, dangerous, and mischievous projects. 

Wo have forther stated that the Company’s servants were 
corrupted by contracts and* jobs ; we proved that those that 
were not so corrupted were removed from their stations or 
•educed to a state of abject dependence ; wo showed you the 
lestruction of the provincial councils ; the destruction of the 
jouncil genera) ; and the formation of a committee for no 
)ther ends whatever but for the purposes of bribery, con- 
!ealment, and Corruption. We next stated some of the most 
monstrous instances of that bribery ; and though we were of 
opinion that in none of them any satisfactory defence worth 
mentioning had been made, yet we have thought that this 
should not hinder us from recalling to your lordships’ recol- 
lection the peculiar nature and circumstances of one of those 
proceedings. 

The proceedings to which we wish to call your attention 
are those belonging to the second bribe given by the Nabob 
of Oude to Mr. Hastings. Mr. Hastings’s own knowledge 
opinion, that that money was set for his use, either 
in bills or assets, I have before stated ; and I now wish to 
call your lordships’ minute recollection to the manner in 
which the fijfiudulent impeachment of Mr. Middleton, for the 
purpase of stifling an inquiry into that business, was carried 
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on. Your lordships will remember that I proved to yc^ 
upon the face of that proceeding, the collusive nature of tl^e 
accusation; and that the real. state of the case was not 
charged ; and that Mr. Hastings acquitted the party accused, 
of one article of the charge, not upon the evidence of the 
case, contrary to his own avowed, declared, moral certainty 
of his guilt, but upon a pretended appeal to the conscience of 
the man accused. He did not, however, give him a complete, 
formal, official acquittal, but referred the matter to the court 
of directors, who could not possibly know anything of the 
matter, without one article of evidence whatever produced 
at the time, or transmitted. We lastly proved to you, that, 
after finding him guilty of five charges, and leaving the other 
to the court of directors, Mr. Hastings, without any reason 
assigned, appointed him to a great office in the Company’s 
service. 

These proceedings were brought before you for two pur- 
poses ; — first, to show the corrupt principle of the whole pro- 
ceeding ; next, to show the manner in which the Company’s 
servants are treated. They are accused and persecuted, until 
they are brought to submit to Whatever tenns it may be 
thought proper to impose upon them. They are then for- 
mally, inaeecl, acquittea of the most atrocious crimes charged 
against them ; but virtually condemned upon some articles, 
with the scourge hung over them ; and in some instances 
rewarded by the greatest, most honourable, and most lucrative 
situations in the Company’s service. My lords, it is on thq 
same ground of the wicked, pernicious, and ruinous princi- 
ples of Mr. Hastings’s goveniment, that I have charged this 
with everything that is chargeable ^against him, namely, that 
if your lordships should ratify those principles by your ac- 
quittal of him, they become principles of government ; re- 
jected indeed by the Commons, but adopted by tbe Peerage 
of Great Britain. 

There is another article which I have just touched ; but 
which I must do more than barely notice, upon account of 
idle evil example of it — 1 mean the taking great sums of 
money, under pretence of an entertainment. Your lordships 
will recollect, that when this business was charged agaiiiit 
him in India, Mr. Hastings neither afi^med nor » denied the 
fact. Confession could not be there extorted from hiliu 
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He next appeared before the House of Commons, and he 
still evaded a denial or a confession of it. He lastly appear* 
ed before your lordships, and in his answer to our charge 
he in the same manner evaded either a confession or a de- 
nial. He forced us to employ a great part of a session in 
endeavouring to establish what we have at last tstablished, 
the receipt of the sums first charged, and of seven lacks more, 
by him. At length the proof could not be evaded, and after 
we had fought through all the difficulties which the law could 
interpose in his defence, and of which he availed himself with 
a degree of effrontery that has, I believe, no example in the 
world, he confesses, avow's, and justifies his conduct. If the 
custom alleged be well founded, and be an honourable and a 
proper and just practice, w'hy did he not avow it in every 
part and pi ogress of our proceedings here ? AVhy should he 
have put us to the necessity of wasting so many months in 
the proof of the fact ? And why, after we have proved it, and 
not before, did he confess it, avow it, and even glory in it ? 

I must remind your lordships, that the sum charged to be 
so taken by v/ay of entertainment made only a part, a single 
article, of the bribes charged by Nundcomar to have been 
received by Mr. H.n stings ; and when we find him confessing, 
what he could not deny, that single article, and evading all 
explanation respecting the others, and not giving any reason 
whatever why one was received and the others rejected, 
your lordships will judge of the strong presumption of his 
naviug taken them all, even if we had given no other proofs 
of it. We think, however, that we have proved the whole 
very 8atisf‘acto^il3^ But w’hether w’e have or not, the proof 
of a single present received is sufficient ; because the princi- 
ple to be established respecting these bribes is this — wnether 
or not a Governor-General, paying a visit to any of the poor, 
miserable, dependent creatures called sovereign princes in 
that county (men whom Mr. Hastings has himself declared 
to be nothing but phantoms, and that they bad no one attri- 
bute of sovereignty about them), whether, I say, he can con- 
sider them to be such sovereign princes as tc justify his 
taking from them great sums of money by way of a present. 
The Nabob, in fact, was not a sovereign prince, nor a coun- 
try power ix^any sense but that which the Company meant 
to exempt from the custom ©f making presents. It was theif 
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design to prevent their servants from availing themselves I 
the real dependence of the nominal native powers to extol 
money from them under the pretence of their sovereigntl 
Such presents, so far from being voluntary, were in realifl 
obtained from their weakness, their hopeless and unprotectel 
condition ; and you are to decide whether or not this cu^ 
tom, which is insisted upon by the prisoner’s counsel, witl 
great triumph, to be a thing which he could not evade, with- 
out breaking through all the usages of the country, and vio- 
lating principles established by the most clear law of India 
is to be admitted as his justification. 

It was on this very account, namely, the extortion suffered 
by these people under the name or pretence of presents, that 
the Company first bound their servants by a covenant, which 
your lordships shall now hear read : — “ That they shall not 
take any grant of lands, or rents, or revenues issuing out of 
lands, or any territorial possession, jurisdiction, dominion, 
power, or authority whatsoever, from any of the Indian 
princes, soubahs, or nabobs, or any of their ministers, ser- 
vants, or agents, for any service or services, or upon any ac- 
count or pretence whatsoever, without the licence or consent 
of the court of directors.” 

This clause in the covenant had doubtless a regard to 
Lord Clive and to Sir Hector Munro, and to some others 
w^holiad received gifts and grants of jaghires and other ter- 
ritorial revenues that w^ere confirmed by the Company. But 
though this confirmation might be justifiable at a time when 
we had no real sovereignty in the country, yet the Company 
very wisely provided afterwards that, under no pretence 
whatever, should their servants baye tlie means of extorting 
from the sovereigns or pretended sovereigns of the countrj’' 
any of their lands or possessions. Afterwards it appeared 
that there existed abuses of a similar nature, and particularly 
(as was proved before us in the year 1773, and reported to 
our House, upon the endence of Mahomed Eeza Kh^) the 
practice of frequently visiting the princes ; and of extorting, 
under pretence of such visits, great sums of money 
their servants, and the Governor- General particularly, were 
therefore obliged to enter into the following covenant 
“ That they shall not, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or 
receive, or agree to accept, tidte, gr receive, any giit, reward 
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allowance, don**tion, or compensatioi:, in mon^, 
effects, jewels, or otherwise howsoever, from any of tne 
Indian princes, sovereigns, soubahs, or nabobs, any of their 
tninisters, servants, or agents, exceeding the value of 4,000 
rupees, for any service or services performed by them in India^ 
[>r upon any other account or pretence whatsoever.” 

By this covenant, my lords, Mr. Hastings is forbidden to 
accept, upon any pretence and under any name whatsoever, 
any sum above 4,000 rupees ; that is to say, any sum above 
£400. !Now, the sum that was here received is £18,000 
sterling, by way of a present, under the name of an allow- 
ance for an entertainment, w^hich is the precise thing which 
his covenant yas made to prevent. The covenant suffered 
him to receiye £400 ; — if be received more than that money 
he became a criminal ; he had broken his covenant, and 
forfeited the obligation he had made with his masters. Think 
with yourselves, my lords, w^hat you will, do if you acquit 
the prisoner of this charge. You will avow the validity, you 
will sanction the principle of his defence ; for as the fact is 
avowed, there is an end of that. 

Good God, my lords ! Where are we ? If they conceal 
their gifts and presents, they are safe by their concealment ; 
if they avow th':m, they are still safer. They plead the 
customs of the country, or rather the customs whicn we have 
introduced into the country ; customs which have been de- 
clared to have their foundation in a system of the most 
abominable corruption, the most flagitious extortion, the most 
dreadful oppression ; those very customs which their cove* 
nant is made to abolish. • Think where your lordships are. 
You have before you a covenant, declaring that he should 
take under no name whatever (I do not know how words 
could he selected in the English language more expressive) 
any sum more than £400, He says, I have taken £18,000; 
he makes his counsel declare, and he desires your lordships 
to confirm their declaration, that he is not only justifiable m 
so doing, but that be ought to do so ; that he ought to break 
his covenant, and act in direct contradiction to it. He docs 
not even pretend to say that this money was intended, either 
invrardly or ^utwardly, avowedly or covertly, for the Com* 
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pany's service.. He put absolutely into bis own pookei| 
£18,000 besides his salary. * 

Consider, my lords, the consequences of this species of 
iniquity. If any servant of the Company, high in station, 
chooses to make a visit from Calcutta to Moorshedabad, which 
Moorshedabad was then the residence of our principal revenue 
government ; if he should choose to take an airing for his 
health ; if he has a fancy to make a little voyage for pleasure 
as far as Moorshedabad, in one of those handsome barges or 
budgerows of which you have heard so much in his charge 
against Nundcomar, — he can put £20,000 into his pocket any 
day he pleases, in defiance of all our acts of parliament, cove- 
nants, and regulations. 

Do you make your laws, do you make your, covenants, for 
the very purpose of their being evaded ? Is this the purpose 
for which a Britisli tribunal sits here, to furnish a subject for 
an epigram, or a tale for the laughter of the world ? Believe, 
n le, iny lords, the world is not to be thus trifled with. But, 
my lords, you will never trifle with your duty. You have a 
gross, horrid piece of corru])tion before you, impudently con- 
fessed, and more iin])udently delbnded. But you will not 
Bufier Mr. Hastings to say, I have only to go to Moorshedabad, 
or to order the Nabob to meet mv half way, and 1 can set 
aside and laugh at all your covenants and acts of parliament. 
Is this all the force and power of the covenant, by which 
you would prevent the servants of the Company from com- 
mitting acts of fraud and oppression ; that they have nothing 
to do but to amuse themselves viith a tour of pleasure to 
Moorshedabad, in orch'r to put any sum of money in their 
pocket that they please ? • 

But they justify themselves by saying, such things have 
hwn practised before. No doubt they have ; and these cove- 
nants were made that they should not be practised any more. 
But your lordships are desired to say, that the very custom 
which the covenant is made to destroy — the very grievance 
itself, may be pleaded •, — the abuse shall be admitted to de- 
stroy the law made to ])revent it. It is impossible, I venture 
to say, that your lordships should act thus. The conduct of 
the criminal is not half so abhorrent as the justification is 
afironting to justice ^ whilst it tends to vility/md degmde 
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the dignity of the Peerage, and the character of the Commons 
of Great Britain, before the former and against the latter ot 
which such a justification is produced in the face of the world. 

At the same tii^e that we call for your justice upon this 
man, we beseech you to remember, the severest justice upon 
him is the tenderest pity towards the innocent victims of 
his crimes. Consider wliat was at that time the state of the 
people, from whom, in direct defiance of his covenant, he 
took this sum of money. Were they at this time richer, 
were they more opulent, was the state of the country more 
flourishing, than when Mr. Sumner, when Mr. Vansittart, in 
short, than when the long line of Mr. Hastings’s predecessors 
visited that country ? No ; they were not. — Mr. Hastings at 
this very timo»had reduced the Nabob’s income from dS4>50,000 
sterling a year, exclusive of other considerable domains and 
revenues, to £160,000. He was indeed an object of com- 
passion. His revenues had not only been reduced, during 
his state of minority, but they were reduced when he after- 
wards continued in a state in w^hich he could do no one valid 
act ; and yet, in this state, he was made competent to give 
away, under the name of compensation for entertainments, 
the sum of £\8,iJ00 ; perhaps at that time nearly all he had 
in the world. 

Look at y mi minutes, and you will find Mr. Hastings had 
just before inis time said, that the bread of ten thousand per- 
sons, many of them of high rank, depended upon the means 
possessed by the Nabob for tlieir support ; that his heart was 
cut and afflicted to see himself obliged to ruin and starve so 
many of the Mahomedan nobility ; the greatest part of whose 
^t remaining raiserabk? allowances were now taken away. 
You know, and you will forgive me again remarking, that it 
is the nature of the eagles and more generous birds of prey 
to fall upon living healthy victims ; but that vultures and 
carrion crows, and birds of that base and degenerate kind, 
always prey upon dead or dying carcases. It is upon ruined 
hou^s, it is upon decayed families, it is upon extinguished 
nobility, that Mr. Hastings chooses to prey, and to justify 
his making them his prey. 

But a^in we hear, my lords, that it is a custom, upon 
ceremonial* and complimentary visits, to receive these pres- 
ents. Do not let ua deceive ourselves. Mr. Hastings was ' 
a V 2 
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there upon no visit either of ceremony or politics ; he was a 
member, at that time, of the committee of circuit which 
went to Moorshedabad for the purpose of establishing a system 
of revenue in the country ; he went up upon that business 
only as a member of the committee of circuit, for which 
business he was, like other members of the committee of 
circuit, amply paid, in addition to his emoluments as Govern- 
or, which amounted to about £30,000 a year. Not satisfied 
with those emoluments, and without incurring new known 
expose of any kind or sort, he was paid for the extra ex- 
penses of his journey, as appears in your minutes, like other 
members of the committee of circuit. In fact, he was on no 
visit there at all. He was merely executing his duty in the 
settlement of the revenue, as a member of the Committee of 
circuit. I do not mean to praise the committee of circuit in 
any way ; God forbid I should ; for we know that it was a 
committee of robbers. He was there as one of that com- 
mittee, which I am pretty well justified in describing as I 
have done, because the court of directors, together with the 
Board of Control, did, in the year 1786, declare that the five 
years* settlement (which originated in that committee) was 
a thing bought and sold ; your lordships may read it when- 
ever you please, in the 80th paragraph of their letter. 

Your lordships are now fully in possession of all the facts 
upou which we charge the prisoner with peculation, by ex- 
torting or receiving largo sums of money, upon pretence of 
visits, or in compensation of entertainments. 1 appeal to your 
lordships’ consciences for a serious and impartial considera- 
tion of our charge. This is a business not to be hurried over 
in the mass, as amongst the acts of a great man, who may 
have his little errors among his great services ; no ; you can- 
not, as a judicial body, huddle all this into a hotchpotch, and 
decide upon it in a heap. You will have to ask yourselves, 
la this justifiable by his covenant ; is this justifiable by law ; 
is this justifiable under the circumstances of the case, by 
an enlarged discretion ? is it to be justified under any 
principles of humanity ? Would it he justifiable by local 
customs, if such were applicable to the case in <juestion ; tuid 
even if it were, is it a practice fit for an English Govemor- 
^ General to follow ? 

1 dwell the longer upon thiS| because the fact is avowed; 
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iiie whole is an issue of law between us, whether a Govern- 
oivGeneml, in such a case, ought to take such money ; and 
therefore, before I finally dismiss it, I beg leave to restate it 
briefly onee more for your lordships’ consideration. 

First, I wish tc leave fixed in your lordships* minds, what 
is distinctly fixed, and shall never go out ol ours, that his 
covenant did not allow him to take above i04OO as a present, 
upon any pretence whatsoever. 

Your lordships will observe, we contend that, ii there was 
a custom, this covenant puts an end to that custom. It was 
declared and intended so to do. The fact is, that, if such 
custom existed at all, it was a custom applicable only to an 
ambassador or public minister, sent on a necessary compli- 
mentary visif to a sovereign prince. We deny positively 
that there is any such general custom. We say, that he never 
was any such minister, and that he never went upon any suck 
complimentary visit. We affirm, that when ne took this 
money he was doing an act of quite another nature, and 
came upon that business only to Moorshedabad, the residence 
of the prince of the country. Now, do you call a man who 
is going to execute a commission, a commission more severe 
than those issued against bankrupts — a commission to take 
away half a luan’s income, and to starve a whole body of 
people dependent upon that income, — do you call this a com- 
plimentary visit ? Is this a visit for which a man is to have 
great entertainments given him? No; the pretence for 
^king this money is worse than the act itself. When a man 
is going to execute upon another such harsh cruelty, when 
he is going upon a service at which he himself says his mind 
must revolt, is thi?t precisely the time when he is to take 
fi?om his undone host a present, as if he was upon a visit of 
compliment, or about to confer some honour or benefit upon 
him, — to augment his revenues, to add to his territories, or 
to conclude some valuable treaty with him ? Was this a 
proper time to take at all from an helpless minor so large a 
sum of money ? And here I shall leave this matter for your 
lordships’ consideration, after reminding you that this poor 
Nabob is still at Moorshedabad, and at the mercy of any 
Snglish gentleman who may choose to take £18,000 or any 
other giveli sum of money from him, after the example of 
the prisoner at your bar, if it should be sanctioned by your 



406 


SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT Of 


connniince. Far different was the example set him bjr 
General Clavering. In page 1269, your lordships will find 
the most honourable testimony to the uprightness and fidelity 
of this meritorious servant of the Company. It runs thus ; 
“ Conceiving it to be the intention of the legislature that 
the Governor- G-eneral and members of the council should re- 
ceive no presents, either from the Indian powers or any per- 
sona whatever, he [General Clavering] has strictly complied, 
since his arrival here, both with the spirit and the letter of 
the act of parliament, and has accordingly returned^ all the 
presents wdiich have been made to him.’* I have dwelt thus 
long upon this subject, not merely upon account of its own 
corrupt character, which has been sufiiciently stigmatized by 
iny honourable colleague, but upon account of cthe principle 
that is laid down by tlie prisoner, in his defence of his con- 
duct, — a principle directly leading to a continuance of the 
same iniquitous practice, and subversive of every attempt to 
check or control it. 

I must beg leave to recall your lordships* attention to 
another but similar instance of bis peculation, — another and 
new mode of taking presents, — 1 mean the present which 
Mr. Hastings took through Gunga Govin Sing from those 
farmers of the revenues amongst whom he had distributed 
the pillage of the whole country. This scandalous breach of 
his covenant h(i attempts to justify, by the inward intention 
of his own mind to apply the money so taken to the public 
service. Upon this, my lords, I shall only observe, that this 
plea of an inward intention in his own mind may, if ad- 
mitted, justify any evil act whatever of this kind, ’^ou 
have seen how ])resent8 from the Nabob are justified. You 
have seen how the taking a sum of money, or allowance for 
entertainment, directly contrary to the covenant, how that is 
attemptiKl to be jiistilied. You see in what manner he justi- 
fies this last-mentioued act of peculation, and your lordships 
will now have to decide upon the validity of these pleas. 
There still remains unobsm ved upon an instance of his mal- 
versation wholly new in its kind, to wdiich I will vehture to 
desire your lordships very seriously to turn your attention. 
In all the oases of peculation or malversation in office that 
ever have been tried before this high court, or ibefore my 
lower court of jufficature, in all the judicial records of modem 
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crimes, or of antiquity, you will not find anything in any do^ 
gi'oe like it. We have all, in our early education, read the 
Vcjrrii.e Orations. We may read them, not merely to in- 
stnict us, as they will do, in the principles of eloquence, and 
to acquaint us with the manners, customs, and laws of the 
ancient Romans, of which they are an abundant repository ; 
but we may read them from a much higher motive. We 
may read them from a motive which the great author had 
doubtless in his view, when by publishing them he left to 
the wai|d and to the latest posterity a monument, by which 
it might be seen what course a great public accuser, in a 
great public cause, ought to pursue ; and, as connected with 
it, what course judges ought to pursue, in deciding upon such 
a cause. these Orations you will find almost every in- 
stance of rapacity and peculation which we charge upon Mr. 
Hastings. Undoubtedly, many Roman and English governors 
have received corrupt gifts and bribes, under various pre- 
tences. But in the cause before your lordships, there is one 
species of disgrace in the conduct of the party accused which 
I defy you to find in Yerres, or in the whole tribe of Roman 

P eculators, in any governor-general, pro-consul, or viceroy. 

desire you to consider it not intended, in any other class of 
crimes, but at a species apart by itself. It is an individual, 
a single cas.^ : but it is like the phoenix, it makes a class or 
species by itself — I mean the business of Nobkissin. The 
money taken from him w'as not money pretended to be re- 
ceived m lieu of entertainment ; it was not money taken 
from a farmer-general of revenue, out of an idea that his 
profits were unreasonable, and greater than government 
ought to allow ; it was not a donation from a great man, as all 
act of his bounty. No ; it was a sum of money taken from 
a private individual, or rather, as has been proved to you by 
Mr. Larkins, his own book-keeper, money borrowed, for which 
h© had engaged to give his bond. That he had actually de- 
posited his bond for this money, Mr. Larkins has proved to 
you ; and that the bond was carried to Nobkissin’s credit, in 
his account with the government. But Mr. Hastings, when 
he was called upon for the money, withdraws the bond ; he 
'mil not pay the money, he refused to pay it upon the applica- 
tioiiB madb to him, both in India and here at home ; and he 
now comes to your lordships, and says, I borrowed this money; 
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1 inteiKled to give my bond for it, as has been proved before 
you ; but I must have it for my own use. We have heard 
of governors being everything that is bad and wicked ; but 
a governor putting himself in the situation of a common cheat, 
of a common swindler, never was, I believe, heard of since 
the creation of the world, to this day. This does not taste 
of the common oppressions of power ; this does not taste of 
the common abuses of office ; but it in no way differs from 
one of those base swindling cases that come to be tried, and 
heavily punished, in the King’s Bench every day. This is 
neither more nor less than a plain barefaced cheat. 

iNoyv, my lords, let us see how it is justified. To justify 
openly and directly a cheat, to justify a fraud upon an in- 
dividual, is reserved for our times. But, good Keavens, wffiat 
a justification have w'e here ! Oh, my lords, consider into 
what a state Indian corruption has brought us in this country, 
when any person can be found to come to the bar of the 
House of Lords, and say, I did cheat ; I did defraud ; I did 
promise and gave my bond ; I have now withdrawn it ; but I 
will account for it to you as to a gang of robbers concerned 
with me in the transaction. I confess I robbed this man, but 
I have acted as trustee for the gang. Observe what I have 
done for the gang ; come forward, Mr. Auriol, and prove what 
handsome budgerows I gave the Company ; were not they 
elegantly painted, beautifully gilt, charming and commodi- 
ous ? I made use of them as long as I had occasion ; and, 
though they are little worse for wear, and would hardly suffer 
the least per centage deduction from prime cost upon them, 
I gave them to the Company. Oh, I did not put the money 
into my own poi^ket ; 1 provided for'myself^ and wore a suit 
of lace clothes, w^hen I was Jew bail for some of this Com- 

r my ; it will turn, for it is hardly the worse for wear, though 
appeared two or three times in different characters, as bail 
for you on such and such an occasion ; I therefore set off 
these items against this money which I gained by swindling 
on your account. It is true I also picked such a one’s 
pocket of a watch ; here it is ; I have worn it as long as it 
was convenient ; now I give the watch to the Company, and 
let them send it to the pawnbroker for what it will bring 
Beaidee all this, I maintained aid-de-camps for yoif, and gave 
tkm bouee rent. (By the wav, my lords, what sort of md- 
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denoimiipB were these ? Who made him a militaiy man, and to 
have such a legion of aid-de^camps F) But, says he, I paid 
house rent for them ; that is, in other words, I paid at night 
cellars and houses in Saint Giles’s sixpence a week for some 
of the ^ug. (This, my lords, is the real spirit of the whole 
proceeding, and more especially of the last item in it.) Then, 
says he, 1 was the gang’s schoolmaster, and taught lessons 
on their account. I founded a Mahomedan scnool (your 
lordships have already heard something of this shameful affair, 
of this scene of iniquity, I think of such inimiity as the 
world never yet had to blush at). 1 founded a Mahomedan 
college for your use, and I bore the expense of it from Sep- 
tember, 1780, when I placed a professor there, called Muged 
O’den. This Muged O’den 'was to perfect men by contract, 
in all the arts and sciences, in about six months ; and the 
chief purpose of the school w^as, as Mr. Hastings himself 
tells you, to breed theologians, magistrates, and molavies, 
that 18 to say, judges and doctors of law, who were to be 
something like our masters in chancery, the assessors of 
judges, to assist them in their judgments. Such was the 
college founded by Mr. Hastings, and he soon afterwards 
appropriated one ok the Company’s estates (I am speaking of 
matteis of public' notoriety) worth £3,000 a year, for its sup- 
port. Heavei praised, that Mr. Hastings, when he was 
resolved to be j.ious and munificent, and to be a great found- 
er, chose a Mahomedan rather than a Christian foundation ; 
so that our religion was not disgraced by such a foundation. 

Observe' how he charges the expense of the foundation to 
the Company twice over. — He first makes them set aside an 
estote of £3,000 a year fbr its support. In what manner 
this income was applied during Mr. Hastings’s stay in India 
no man living knows ; but we know that, at his departure, 
one of the last acts he did was to desire it should be put into 
the hands of Muged O’den. He afterwards, as you have 
seen, takes credit to himself with the Company, for the ex- 
penses relative to this college. I must now introduce your 
lordships to the last visitation that was made of this college. 
It was visited by order of Lord Cornwallis in the year 1788, 
upon the complaints made against it, which I have already 
mentioned t# your lordships, — that it was a sink of filth, ver- 
min, and misery. Mr. Chapman, who was the visitmr and 
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the friend of Mr. Hastings, declares that he could not sit in 
it even for a few minutes. His words are, “ The wretched, 
squalid figures that from every part ran out upon me ap^ 
neared to be more like anything else than students.” In 
lact a universal outcry was raised by the whole city against 
it, not only as a receptacle of every kind of abuse ; not only 
of filth and excrements, which made it stink in the natural 
nostrils, but of worse filth, which made it insufferably offen- 
sive to the moral nostrils of every inhabitant. Such is the 
account given of a college supported at an expense of £3,000 
a year (a handsome foundation for a college), and for building 
which the Company was charged £5,000 ; though no vouch- 
ers of its expenditure were ever given by Mr. Hastings. But 
this is not all. When Lord Cornwallis camt to inquire into 
it, he found that Muged O’den had sunk the income of the 
estates from £3,000 to £2,000 a year. In short, that it had 
been a scene of peculation, both by the masters and scholars, 
as well as of abandonment to every kind of vicious and licen- 
tious courses ; and all this without the shadow of any benefit 
having betm derived from it. The visitors expressly inquired 
whether there was any good mixed with all this evil ; and 
they found it Avas all bad and mischievous from one end to 
the other. Your lordships will remark, that the greatest 
part of this disgusting business must have been known to Mr. 
Hastings when he gave to Muged O’ den the disposal of 
£3,000 a year. — And now, my lords, can you vote this money, 
expended in the manner which I have stated to you, to be a 
set-off ill his favour, in an account for money which was itself 
swindled from a private individual ? 

But there still remains behind another more serious matter 
belonging to this aft'air, and I hope you will not think that I 
am laying too much stress upon it, when I declare, that if I 
were to select from the whole of his conduct one thing more 
dishonourable than another to the British nation, it would be 
that W’hich I arn now about to mention. I will leave your 
lordships to judge of the sincerity of this declaration, when 
you shall have heard read a paper produced by the prisoner 
in justification of conduct such as I have stated his to have 
been. It is the razynama, or attestation of Munny Begum 
(the woman whom Mr. Hastings placed in the eaat of Jui^ioe 
in that country), concerning this college, made precisdy at 
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the time of this iMuisition ijr Lord Cornwallis into the man- 
agement of it. Tour lordships will see what sort of things 
attestations are from that countrjr ; that they are attestations 
procured in diametrical contradiction to the certain know- 
ledge of the party attesting. It is in page 2850 of your min- 
utes. Indeed, my lords, these are pages which, unless they 
are effaced by your judgment, will rise up in judgment 
against us, some day or other. 

“ He [Mr. Hastings] respected the learned and wise men, 
and, in order for the propagation of learning, he built a col- 
lege, and endowed it with a provision for the maintenance of 
the students, insomuch that thousands reaping the benefits 
thereof offer ujb their prayers for the prosperity of the king 
of England, and for the success of the Company.’* 

T must here remind your lordships of another attestation 
of the same character, and to the same effect. It comes from 
Mahomed It(‘za Khan, who, as your lordships will remember, 
had been reduced by Mr. Hastings from a situation of the 
highest rank and authority, with an income of suitable mag- 
nitude, to one of comparative insignificance, with a smml 
salary^ annexed. Tim man is made to disgrace himself, and 
to abet the dis^ruce and injury done to his country, by bear- 
ing his testimony to tlie merits of this very college. 

I hope your lordships will never lose sight of this aggra- 
vating circumstance ot tlie prisoner’s criminality, namiely, 
tha% you never find any wicked, fraudulent, and criminal act, 
in which you do not find the persons who suffered by it, and 
must have been well acquainted with it, to be the very per- 
sons who are brought to attest in its favour. O Heaven ! 
but let shame for one moment veil its face, let indignation 
suppress its feelings, whilst I again call upon you to view all 
this as a mere swindling transaction, in which the prisoner 
was attempting to defraud the Company. Mr. Hastings has 
declared, imd you will find it upon the Company’s records, 
that this institution (which cost the Company not less than 
£40, 0(^ in one way or other) did not commence before Oc- 
tober, m the year 1780 ; and he brings it before the board 
in April, 1781, that is, about six months after its foundation. 
Haw look at his other account, in w^hich he makes it to be* 
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charge 1 the expenses of it a whole year; but Mr. Larkina, 
who Kept this latter account for him, may have been inaccu- 
rate. Good Heavens ! where are we ? Mr. Hastings, who 
was bred an accountant, who was bred in all sorts of trade 
and business, declares that he keeps no accounts. Then 
comes Mr. Larkins, who keeps an account for him ; but he 
keeps a false account. Indeed, all the accounts fi*om India, 
from one end to another, are nothing but a series of fraud, 
while Mr. Hastings was concerned in them. Mr. Larkins, 
who keeps his private account just as his master kept the 
public accounts, has swindled from the Company a whole 
year’s expenses of this college. I should not thus repeatedly 
dwell upon this transaction, but because I ^ wish your lorcf- 
ships to be cautious how you admit such accounts at all to 
bo given in evidence, into the truth of which you cannot 
penetrate in any regular way. Upon the face of the two 
accounts there is a gross traud. It is no matter which is 
true or false ; as it is an account which you are in no situa- 
tion to decide upon. I lay down this as a fixed judicial rule, 
that no judfje ought to receive an account (which is as seri- 
ous a part ot a judicial proceeding as can be) the correctness 
of which he has no means of ascertaining, but must depend 
upon the sole word of the accountant. 

Having stated therefore the nature of the offence, which 
differs nothing from a common dog-trot fraud, such as we 
see amongst the meanest of mankind, your lordships will be 
cautious how you admit these, or any other of his pretemded 
services, to be set off against his crimes. These stand on 
record confessed before you ; the* former, of which you can 
form no just estimate, and into which you cannot enter, rest 
for their truth upon his own assertions ; and they all are 
found, upon the very face of them, to carry marks of fraud 
as well as of wickedness. 

I have only further to observe to your lordsh™, that this 
Muged O’ den, who, under the patronage of My. Hastings, 
was to do all these wonders, Lord Cornwallis turned out of 
his office with every mark of disgrace, when he attempted 
to put into some more respectable state that establishment 
which Mr. Hastings had made a sink of abuse. ** 

I here conclude all that I have tc lay upon this busiiieBS, 
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trusting that jour lordships will feel yourselves more offcndedi 
and justice more insulted, by the defence than by the crimi* 
nal acts of the prisoner at your bar ; and that your lordships 
will concur witn us in thinking, that to make this unhappy 
people make these attestations, knowing the direct contrary 
of every word which they say to be the truth, is a shocking 
aggravation of his guilt. I say they must know it. Eor 
Lord Cornwallis teUs you it is notorious ; and if you think 
ht to inquire into it, you will find that it was unusually 
notorious. 

My lords, we have now brought to a conclusion our ob- 
servation upon the effects produced by that mass of oppres- 
sions which we have stated and proved before your lordships ; 
namely, its effects upon the revenues and upon the public 
servants ot the Company. We have shown you how greatly 
the former were diminished, and in what manner the latter 
were reduced to the worst of all bad states, a state of sub- 
serviency to the w'ill of the Governor- General. I have shown 
your lordships that in this state they were not only rendered 
incapable of performing their owm duty, but were fitted for 
the worst of ail purposes, cooperation with him in the per- 
petration of his crjaiinal acts, and collusion with him* in the 
concealment of them. 1 have lastly to speak of’ these effects, 
as they regard the general state and welfare of the country. 
And here your ^ordships will permit me to read the evidence 
given by Lord Cornwallis, a witness called by the prisoner at 
your bar, Mr. Hastings himself. 

The evidence of Lord Cornwallis, page 2721 : Q, 

Whether your lordship recollects an account that you have 
given to the court oi directors, in your letter of the 2nd of 
August, 1789, concerning the state of those provinces ? A. 1 
really could not venture to be particular as to any letter I 
may have written so long since, as I have brought no copies 
of my letters with me from India, having left them at Hen- 
gal when I went to the coast. — Q. Whether your lordship 
recollects in any letter that you wrote about the 2nd of Au- 
gust, 1789, paragraph 18, any expressions to tliis effect, 
namely, ‘ I am sorry to be obliged to say, that agriculture 
and internal commerce have, for many years, been gradually 
declining, and that at present, excepting the class of shroffs 
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and banyans, who reside almost entirely in great towns, tae 
inhabitants of these provinces were advancing hastily to a 
general state of poverty and wretchedness ; ' whether your 
lordship recollects that you have written a letter to that 
eftect ^ A. 1 cannot take upon me to recollect the words of 
a letter that 1 have written five years ago, but I conclude 
I must have written to that efiect. — Q. Whether your 
lordship recollects, that in the immediately following para- 
graph, the 19th, you wrote to this effect : ‘ In this descrip- 
tion, namely the foregone description, 1 must even include 
almost every zemindar in the Company’s territories, which, 
though it may have been partly occasioned by their own 
indolence and extravagance, I am afraid must also be in a 
great measure attributed to the defects of former system 
of management, paragraph 20. The settlement, in con- 
formity to your orders, will only be made for ten years cer- 
tain, with the notification of its being your intention to 
declare it a perpetual, an niialterable assessment of these 
provinces, if tlu‘ amount and the principles- upon which it 
has been made should meet with your approbation ; ’ wTiether 
your lordship recollects to have written something to the 
effect of these two last paragraphs, as well as of the first? 
A. 1 do recollect that 1 did write it ; but in that letter I 
alluded to the former system of annual assessments. — Q, 
Whether your lordship recollects, that you wrote, on or about 
the 18th of September, 1789, in one of your minutes, thus, 
* I may safely assort, that one third of the Company’s terri- 
tory in Indostan is now a jungle, inhabited only by wild 
beasts ; will a ten yeaiV lease induce any proprietor to clear 
away that jungle, and encourage t\ie rajot to come and culti- 
vate his lands, when at the end of tliat lease he must either 
submit to be taxed ad libitum for the newly cultivated lands, 
or lose all hopes of deriving any benefit from his labour, for 
which, jMjrhaps, bv that time he will hardly be repaid?’ 
whether your lordship recollects a minute to that effect? 
A. I perfe(?tly recollect to have written that minute. — Q. Now 
with respect to a letter, dated November the 3rd, 1788, para- 
graph 38 t?ontaining the following sentiments: *I shall 
therefore only remark in general, that, from frequent changes 
of system or other reasons, much is w’anting#to establisli 
good order aud regulations in the internal business of the 
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countiy, and that, from various causes, by far the greatest 
^rt of the zemindars, and other landholders and renters, are 
lallen into a state much below that of wealth and affluence j 
this country, however, when the fertility of its soil and the 
industry and ingenuity of its numerous inhabitants are taken 
into consideration, must unquestionably be admitted to be 
enq of the finest in the world ; and with the uniform atten- 
tion of government to moderation in exaction, and to a due 
administration of justice, may long prove a source of great 
riches, both to the Company and to Britain. Paragraph 110. 
I am persuaded, that by a train of judicious measures the 
land revenue of these provinces is capable in time of being 
increased ; but consistent with the principles of humanity 
and even those of your own interest, it is only by adopting 
measures for the gradual cultivation and improvement of 
these waste lands, and by a gentle and cautious plan for the 
resumption of lands that have been fraudulently alienated, 
that it ought ever to be attempted to be accompliabed. Men 
of speculative and sanguine dispositions, and others, either 
from the ignorance of the subject, or with views of recorn- 
mendiug them.selves to your favour, may confidently hold 
forth specious grounds to encourage you to hope that a great 
and immediate accession to tliat branch of your revenue might 
be practicable ; ujy public duty obliges me to caution you, in 
the most serious manner, against listening to propositions 
which recommend this attempt, becavise 1 am clearly con- 
vinced that if carried into execution they would bo attended 
with the most baneful consequences. Paragraph 40. Des- 
j>erate adventurers, w ithout fortune or character, w'ould un- 
doubtedly be found, as ha.'} already been too often experienced, 
to rent the diflerent districts of the country at the highest 
rates that could be put upon them ; that the delusion would 
be of a short duration, and the impolicy and inhumanity of 
the plan would, when perhaps too late for eflectual remedy, 
become apparent by the complaints of the people and the dis- 
appointments at the treasury in the payments of the revenue, 
and would probably terminate in the ruin and depopulation 
of the unfortunate country ; ’ whether your lordship recol- 
lects to have written anything to that effect about that time ? 
A. I perfectly recollect having written the extracts that hava 
been read.*^ 
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My lords, Lord Cornwallis has been called, he has beeia 
examined before you. We stopped our proceedings ten days 
for the purpose of taking h^s evidence. We do not regret 
this delay ; and he has borne the testimony which you have 
heard, to the effects of Mr. Hastings’s government; of a 
country once the most fertile and cultivated ; of a people the 
most industrious, flourishing, and happy ; that the one was 
wasted and desolated, the other reduced to a condition of 
want and misery ; and that the zemindars, that is, the nobility 
and gentry of the country, were so beggared, as not to be 
able to give even a common decent education to their chil- 
dren, notwithstanding the foundation of Mr. Hastings’s col- 
leges. You have heard this noble person, who bad been an 
eye-witness of what he relates, supplicating for their relief, 
and expressly stating, that most of the complicated miseries, 
and perhaps the cruellest of the afflictions they endured, arose 
from the management of the country having been taken out 
of the hands of its natural rulers, and given up to Mr. Hast- 
ings’s farmers, namely, the banyans of Calcutta. These are 
the things that ought to go to your lordships’ hearts. You 
see a country wasted and desolated. You see a third of it 
become a jungle for wild beasts. You see the other parts 
oppressed by persons in the form and shape of men, but with 
ail the character and disposition of beasts of prey. This state 
of the country is brought before you, and by the most unex- 
ceptionable evidence, being brought forward through Mr. 
Hastings himself. This evidence, whatever opinion you may 
entertain of the effrontery or of the impudence of the crim- 
inal who has produced it, is of double and treble force. And 
yet at the very time when Lord Cornwallis is giving this state- 
ment of the country and its inhabitants, at the very time when 
he is calling for pity upon tlieir condition, are these people 
brought forward to bear testimony to the benign and auspicious 
government of Mr. Hastings, directed, as your lordships know 
it was, by the merciful and upright Gunga Govin Sing. 

My lords, you have now the evidence of Lord Cornwallis, 
on the one hand, and the razynamas of India, on the<»ther. 
But before 1 dismiss this part of my subject, I must call your 
lordships’ attention to another authority ; to a declaration^ 
strictly speaking of the state to which our Tndiay^ 

provinces were reduced, and of the oppressions which th^ 
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hate Buffered during the goTemment of Mr. Hastinge. I 
Bpeak of the act 24 Geo. 111., cap. 25 ; intituled, ** An Act 
for the better regulation and management of the affairs at 
the JSast India Companjr, and of the British PoBsessionB in 
India ; and for establishing a court of judicature for the more 
speedy and effectual trial of persons accused of offences com- 
mitted in the JSast Indies ; ” § 39. 

My lords, here is an act of parliament ; here are regulations 
enacted in consequence of an inquiry which had been directed 
to be made into the grievances of India for the redress of 
them. This act of parliament declares the existence of 
oppressions in the country. What oppressions were they ? 
Tjie oppressions which it suffered by being let out to the 
farmers of the 4Dompany*8 revenues. Who was the person 
that sold these revenues to the farmers ? Warren Hastings. 
By whom were these oppressions notified to the court of 
directors ? By Lord Cornwallis. Upon what occasion were 
these letters written by my Lord Cornwallis P They were 
answers to inquiries made by the court of directors, and 
ordered by an act of parliament to be made. The existence 
then of the grievances, and the cause of them, are expressly 
declared in an act of parliament. It orders an inquiry, and 
Lord Comwalik, in consequence of that inquiry, transmits to 
the court of directors this very information ; he gives you 
this identical state of the country ; so that it is consolidated, 
mixed, and embodied with an act of parliament itself, which 
mo power on earth, I trust, but the power that made it, can 
shake. I trust, I say, that neither we, the Commons, nor 
you, the Lords, nor his Majesty, the sovereign of this country, 
can shake one word of thirf act of parliament, — can invalidate 
the truth of its declaration, or the authority of the persons, 
men of high honour and character, that made that inquiry 
and this report. Your lordships must repeal this act in order 
to acquit Mr. Hastings. 

But Mr. Hasting and his counsel have produced evidence 
a^inst this act orparliament, against the order of the court 
of directors, by which an inquiry and report were made under 
that act, against Lord Comwidlis’s return to that inquiry ; 
and now, once for all, hear what the miserable wretches are 
^Mmaelyee made to say, to invalidate the act of parliament, 
to invalidate the authority of the court of directors, to invor 

2 B 
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Hdate the evidence of an official return of Lord Cornwallis 
under the act. Pray hear what these miserable creatures 
describe as an elysium, speaking with rapture of their satis- 
faction under the government of Mr. Hastings. 

** All we, zemindars, choudries, and talookdars of the dis- 
trict of Akbarnagur, commonly called Kaje Mhal, in the king- 
dom of Bengal, have heard that the gentlemen in England 
are displeased with Mr. Hastings, on suspicion that he op- 
pressed us inhabitants of this place, took our money by deceit 
and force, and ruined the country ; therefore we, upon the 
strength of our religion and religious tenets, which we hold 
as a duty upon us, and in order to act conformable to the 
duties of God, in delivering evidence, relate tke praiseworthy 
actions, full of prudence and rectitude, friendship and polite- 
ness, of Mr. Hastings, possessed of great abilities and under- 
standing, and by representing facts, remove the doubts that 
have possessed the minds of the gentlemen in England; — 
that Mr. Hastings distributed protection and security to re- 
ligion, and kindness and peace to all ; he is free from the 
charge of embezzlement and fraud, and that his heart is void 
of covetousness and avidity ; during the period of his govern- 
ment, no one experienced from him other than protection and 
justice, never having felt hardships from him, nor did the poor 
ever know the weight of an oppressive hand from him. 

“ Our characters and reputations have always been guarded 
in quiet from attack by the vigilance of his power and fore-® 
sight, and preserved by the terror of his justice ; he never 
omitted the smallest instance of kindness and goodness to- 
wards us and those entith'd to it, but always applied by 
Boothiiigs aud mildness the salve of comfort to the wounds 
of affliction, not allowing a single person to be overwhelmed 
by despair ; he displayed his fnenclship aud kindness to all ; 
he destroyed the power of the t nemies and w icked men by 
the strength of bis terror ; he tied the hands of tyrants and 
oppr^Bors by his justice, a.id by this conduct he secured 
happiness and joy to us ; he reestablished the foundation of 
justice, and w e at all times, during his government, lived in 
comfort and passed our ibiys in peace ; we are many, many of 
'•.js satisfied and pleased with him. As Mr. Hastings waa 
perfectly well acquainted with the manners and customa of 
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these countries, he was always desirous of performing that 
which would tend to the preservation of our religion, and of 
the duties of our sects, and guard the religious customs of 
each from the effects of misfortune and dfecidents ; in every 
sense he treated us with attention and respecc; we have 
represented, without deceit, what we have ourselves seen, 
and the facts that happened from him.” — This, my lords, is 
in page 2374 of the printed minutes. 

My lords, we spare you the reading of a great number of 
these attestations ; they are all written in the same style ; 
and it must appear to your lordships a little extraordinary, 
that as they are said to be totally voluntary, as the people are 
represenced to be crowding to make these testimonials, there 
should be such an unison in the heart to produce a language 
that is so uniform, as not to vary so much as in a single tit- 
tle ; that every part of the country, every province, every 
district, men of every caste and of every religion, should all 
unite in expressing their sentiments in the very same words 
and in the very same phrases. I must fairly say, it is a kind 
of miraculous coucprrence, a miraculous gratitude. Mr. 
Hastings says, tlu*fc gratitude is lost in this part of the w^orld. 
There it blooms and flourishes, in a way not to be described. 
In proportion as you hear of the miseries and distresses of 
these very people, in the same proportion do they express 
^their couifort and satisfaction, and that they n(?ver knew what 
a grievance w^as of any sort. Lord Cornwallis finds them 
aggrieved, the court of directors find them aggrieved, the 
parliament of Great Britain find them aggrieved, and the 
court here find them aggrieved, but they never found them- 
selves aggrieved. Their being turned out of house and 
home, and having all their land given to farmers of revenue 
for five years to riot in, and despoil them of all they had, is 
what fills them with rapture. They are the only people, I 
believe, upon the face of the earth, that have no complaints 
to make of their government, in any instance whatever. 
Theirs must be something superior to the government of 
angels ; for I verily believe, that if one out of the choir of the 
heavenly angels were sent to govern the earth, such is the 
nature of man, that many would be found discontented with 
it But these people have no complaint, they feel no hard- 
2 £ 2 
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ships, no sorrow. Mr. Hastings has realized more than the 
golden age. I am ashamed for human nature, I am ashamed 
for our government, I am ashamed for this court of justice, 
that these things are brought before us ; but here they are, 
and we must observe upon them. 

My lords, we have done on our part ; we have made out 
our case ; and it only remains for me to make a few observa- 
tions upon what Mr. Hastings has thought proper to put for- 
ward in his defence. Does he meet our case with anything 
but these general attestations, upon which 1 must first remark 
that there is not one single matter of fact touched upon in 
them ? Your lordships will observe, and you may hunt them 
out tlirough the whole body of your minutes, that you do not 
find a single fact mentioned in any of them, ^ut there is an 
abundance of panegyric ; and if we were doing nothing but 
making satires, as the newspapers charge us with doing against 
Mr. Hastings, panegyric would be a good answer. 

But Mr. Hastings sets up pleas of merit upon this occasion. 
Now, undoubtedly no plea of merit can be admitted to extin- 
guish, as your lordships know very well, a direct charge of 
crime; merit cannot extinguish crime. For instance, if 
Lord Howe, to whom this country owes so much as it owes 
this day for the great and glorious victory which makes our 
hearts glad, and I hope will insure the security of this coun- 
try ; yet if Lord Howe, I say, was charged with embezzling 
the king’s stores, or applying them in any manner unbecoming 
his situation, to any shameful or scandalous purpose ; if he 
was accused of taking advantage of his station to oppress any 
of the captains of his ships ; if he, was stated to nave gone 
into a port of the allies of this country, and to have plundered 
the inhabitants, to have robbed their w omen, and broken into 
the recesses of their apartments ; if he had committed atroci- 
ties like these, his j^orious victory could not change the 
nature and miality of such acts. 

My Lord Malmesbury has been lately sent to the king of 
Prussia, and we hope and trust that his embassy wilLbe suc- 
cessful, and that this country will derive great benefit from 
bis negotiations. But if Lord Malmesbury, from any subsidy 
that was to be paid to the king of Prussia, was to put 
£fiOfiOO in his own pocket, I believe that his making a good 
and advantageous freaty vrith the king of Prussia would 
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nerer be tbougbt a gbod defence for him. We admit, that 
if a man haa mme great and eminent services, though they 
cannot be a defence against a charge of crimes, and cannot 
obliterate them; yet, when sentence comes to be passed 
upon such a man, you will consider first, whether his trans- 
gressions were common lapses of human frailty, and whether 
the nature and weight of the grievances resulting from them 
were light in comparison with the services performed. I say 
that you cannot acquit him. But your lordships might think 
some pity due to him, that might mitigate the severity of 
your sentence. In the second place, you would consider 
whether the evidence of the services alleged to be performed 
was as clear and undoubted as that of the crimes charged. 
I confess that^if a man has done great services, it may be 
some alleviation of lighter faults ; but then they ought to be 
urged as such, — with modesty, with humility, with confes- 
sion of the faults ; and not with a proud and insolent defiance. 
They should not be stated as proofs that he stands justified 
in the eye of mankind, for committing unexampled and enor- 
mous crimes. Indeed humility, suppliant guilt, always makes 
impression in our bosoms ; so that, when we see it before us, 
we always remen her that we are all frail men ; and nothing 
but a proud defiimce of law and justice can make us forget 
this for one moment. I believe the Commons of Great 
Britain, and T hope the persons that speak to you, know very 
well how to allow for the faults and frailties of mankind 
equitably. 

Let us now see what are the merits which Mr. Hastings 
has set up against the just vengeance of his country, and 
ag^st his proved delinquencies. From the language of the 
prisoner, and of his counsel, you would imagine some ^eat, 
Known, acknowledged services had been done by him. x our 
lordships recollect that most of these presumed services have 
been considered, and we are persuaded justly considered, as 
in themselves crimes. He wishes your lordships to suppose 
and believe that these services were put aside, either because 
we could not prove the facts against him, or could not make 
out that they were criminal, and consequently that your lord- 
ships ought to presume them to have been meritonous ; and 
this is onenf the grounds upon which he demands to be ac- 
^tted of the chides that We been brought forward and 
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proved against him. Finding in ouF proceedings, and re- 
corded upon our journals, an immense mass of criminality 
with which he is charged ; and finding that we had selected, 
as we were bound to select, such parts as might be most con- 
veniently brought before your lordships (for to have gone 
through the whole would have been nearly impossible), he 
takes all the rest that we have left behind and have not 
brought here as charges, and converts them, by a strange 
metamorphosis, into merits. 

My lords, we must insist, on the part of the House of 
Commons, we must conjure your lordships, for the honour of 
a coordinate branch of the legislature, that, whenever you are 
called upon to admit what we have condemned as crimes to 
be merits, you will at least give us an opportunity of being 
heard upon the matter ; that you will not suffer Mr. Hastings, 
when attempting to defend himseff against our charges, in 
ail indirect and oblique manner, to condemn or censure the 
House of Commons itself, as having misrepresented to be 
crimes the acts of a meritorious servant of the public. Mr. 
Hastings has pleaded a variety of merits, and every one of 
these merits, without the exception of one of them, have 
been either directly censured by the House of Commons, and 
censured as a ground for legislative provision, or they remain 
upon the records of the House of Commons, with the vouchera 
for them, and proofs ; and though we have not actually come 
to the question upon every one of them, we had come before 
the year 1782 to forty-five direct resolutions upon his com 
duct. These resolutions were moved by a person to whom 
this country is under many obligations, ancf whom we must 
always mention witli honour, whenever we are speaking of 
high situations in this country, and of groat talents to sup- 
port them, and of long public services in the House of Com- 
mons. I moan Mr, Dundas, then lord advocate of Scotland, 
and now one of the principal secretaries of state, and at the 
head, and worthily and deservedly at the head, of the Eafst 
Indian department. This distinguished statesman moved 
forty-five resolutions, the major part of them directly ocm- 
demuing these very acts whicn IVlr. Hastings has plea^d as 
his merits, as being delinquencies and crimes. All that the 
House of Commons implore of your lordships that you 
will not take these things, which we call crimes, to be mentis . 
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irithout hearing the Hou«9 of Commons upon the subject- 
matter of them. I am sure you are too noble and too gener- 
ous, as well as too just and equitable, to act in such a manner. 

The first thing that Mr. Hastings brings forward in his 
defence is, that, whereas the Company were obliged to pay a 
certain tribute to the Mogul, in consideration ot a grant by 
which the Moguls gave to us the legal title under which we 
hold the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, he did stop 
the payment of that tribute or acknowledgment, small as it 
was ; that though bound by a treaty recognised by the Com- 
pany, and recognised by the nation ; though* bound by the 
very sunnud by which he held the very office he was exer- 
cising, yet he had broken the treaty, and refused to pay the 
stipulated acknowledgment. Where are we, my lords f Is 
this merit ? Good God Almighty ! the greatest blockhead, 
the most ignorant, miserable wretch, a person without either 
virtue or talents, has nothing to do but to order a clerk to 
strike a pen through such an account, and then to make a 
merit of it to you. Oh ! says he, I have by a mei’e breach 
of your faitit, by a single dash of my pen, saved you all this 
money, wffiich you were bound to pay. I have exonerated 
you from the pay iiient of it. I have gained you £250,000 
a year for ever Will you not reward a person who did you 
such a great important service, by conniving a little at 
his delinquencies ? 

But the House of Commons will not allow that this was a 
great and important service ; on the contrary, they have de- 
clared the act itself to be censurable. There is our resolu- 
tion — resolution the 7th ; “ That the conduct of the Company 
and their servants in India to the king (meaning the Mogul 
king) and Nudjifi' Cawn, with respect to the tribute payable 
to tiie one, and stipend to the other, and with respect to the 
transfer of the provinces of Corah and Illahabad to the Vizier, 
was contrary to policy and good faith ; and that such wise 
and practicable measures should be adopted in future, as may 
tend to redeem the national honour, and recover the confi- 
dence and attachment of the princes of India.** 

This act of injustice, against which we have fulminated the 
thunder of our resolutions as a heavy crime— as a crime that 
dishonoured the nation, and which measures ought to he 
taken to r^ress, this man has the insolence to brmg before 
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jmr lordskips as a set-off against the crimes we charge 14m 
with. This outra^ous defiance of the House of Commons, 
this outra^ous defiance of all the laws of his country, I 
hope your lordships will not countenance. You will not let 
it pass for nothing. On the contrary, you will consider it as 
aggravating, heavily, his crimes ; and above all, you will not 
suner him to set off this, which we have declared to be in- 
jurious to our national honour and credit, and which he him- 
self does not deny to be a breach of the public faith — against 
other breaches of the public faith with which we charge him ; 
— or to justify one class of public crimes, by proving that he 
has committed others. 

Your lordships see that he justifies this crime upon the 
plea of its being profitable to the Company ^ but he shall 
not march off even on this ground with flying colours. My 
lords, pray observe in what manner he calculates these profits. 
Your loraships will find, that he makes up the account of 
them much in the same manner as he made up the account 
of Nobkissin’s money. There is, indeed, no account which 
he has ever brought forth that does not carry upon it, not 
only ill faith and national dishonour, but direct proofs of cor- 
ruption. When Mr. Hastings values himself upon this 
shocking and outrageous breach of faith, which required 
nothing but a base and illiberal mind, without either t^ents, 
courage, or skill, except that courage which defies all conse- 
quences ; which defies shame, which defies the judgment 
and opinion of his country and of mankind ; no other ^ents 
than may be displayed by the dash of a pen ; you will at 
least expect to see a clear and distinct account cS what was 
gained by it. ^ 

In the year 1775, at a period when Mr. Hastings was 
under an eclipse, when honour and virtue, in the character of 
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, sat for 
a short period at the council board ; during that time, Mr. 
Hastings’s conduct upon this occasion was called into ques- 
tion. They called for an account of the revenues oi the 
country ; what was received, and what had been paid ; and 
in the account returned, they found the amount of the tribute 
due to the Mogul, £250,000, entered as paid up to Octobe^, 
1774. Thus & all appeared fair upon the face of^ it ; they 
took it for granted, as your lordships would lake it to 
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grated, at tKe first view, t^at the tribute in reality had been 
paid up to the time stated. The books were balanced ; you 
find a debtor ; you find a creditor ; every item posted in as 
re^[ular a manner as possible. Whilst they were examining 
this account, a Mr. Crofts, of whom your lordships have 
heard very often as accountant-general, comes forward and 
declares that there was a little error in the account. And 
what was the error? That he had entered the Mogul’s 
tribute for one year more than it had actually been paid. 
Here we have the small error of a payment to the Mogul of 
£250,000. This appeared strange. — Why, says Mr. Crofts, 
I never discovered it ; nor w as it ever intimated to me that 
it had been stopped from October, 177.3, till the other day, 
when I was informed that I ought not to have made an 
entry of the last payments. These were his expressions. 
Tou will find the whole relation in the Bengal Appendix, 
printed by the orders of the court of directors. Wnen Mr. 
Croftes was asked a very natural question, Who first told 
you /)f your mistake ? — who acquainted you with Mr. Hast- 
ings’s orders, that the payment should be expunged from the 
account P — What is his answer ? It is an answer worthy of 
Mr. Middleton, an auswer w^orthy of Mr. Larkins, or of any of 
the other white ha nyans of Mr. liastings : Oh ! I have forgot- 
ten. Here you have an accountant-general kept in ignorance, 
or who pretends to be ignorant, of so large a payment as 
£250,000 ; who enters it falsely in his account ; and when 
asked who apprized him of his mistake, says that be has 
reallj forgotten. 

On, my lords, what resources there are in oblivion, what 
resources there are in bad*memory ! no genius ever bas done 
so much for mankind as this mental defect has done for Mr. 
Hastings’s accountants. It was said by one of the ancient 
philosophers, to a man who proposed to teach people memory 
— " I wish you could teach me oblivion ; I wish you could 
teach me to forget.” These people have certainly not been 
taught the art of memory, but tney appear perfect masters 
of the art of forgetting. My lords, this is not aU; and 
I must request your lordships’ attention to the whole of the 
account, as it appears in the account of the arrears due to the 
king, annexq^ to your minutes. Here is a kind of labyrinth, 
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irhere firaud runs into fraud. On the credit side vou find 
stated there eight lacks paid to the Vizier, and to be taken 
from the Mogul's tribute, for the support of an army, of 
which he himself had stipulated to bear the whole expenses. 
These eight lacks are thus fraudulently accounted for upon 
the face of the thing ; and with respect to eighteen lacks, 
the remainder of the tribute, there is no account given of it 
at all. This sum Mr. Hastings must, therefore, have pock- 
eted for his own use, or that of his gang of peculators ; and 
whilst he was pretending to save you eight lacks by one 
ii*aud, he committed another fraud of eighteen lacks for him- 
self ; and this is the method by which one act of peculation 
begets another in the economy of fraud. 

Thus much of these affairs I think myselff bound to state 
to your lordships upon this occasion ; for, although not one 
word has been produced by the counsel to support the alle- 
gations of the prisoner at your bar, yet, knowing that your 
lordships, high as you are, are still but men, knowing also 
that bold assertions and confident declarations are apt to 
make some impression upon all men’s minds, we oppose his 
allegations. But how do we oppose them ? — Not by things 
of the like nature. We oppose them, by showing you that 
the House of Commons, after diligent investigation, has con- 
demned them, and by stating the grounds upon which the 
House founded its condemnation. We send you to the 
records of the Company, if you want to pursue this matter 
further, to eidigiiteii your own minds upon the subject. Do 
not think, my Lords, that we are not aware bow ridiculous it 
is for either party, the accuser or the accused, to make here 
any assertions without producing vouchers for them: we 
know it ; but w e are prt'pared and ready to take upon us the 
proof : and wo should be ashamed to assert anything that 
we are not able directly to substantiate, by an immediate 
reference to uucontradicted evidence. 

With regard to the merits pleaded by the prisoner, we 
could efface that plea with a single stroke, by sayipg there 
is no evidence before your lordships of any such merits. 
But we have done more. We have shown you that the 
things which he has set up as merits are atrocious Crimea^ 
and that there is not one of them which doetf not, in the 
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very nature and circumstwaces of it, carry evidence iif .base 
corruption, as well as of flagrant injustice and notorious breach 
of pubiic faith. 

The next thing that be takes credit for is precisely an aot 
of this description The Mogul had, by solemn stipulation 
with the Company, a royal domain insured to him, consisting 
of two provinces, Corah and Allahabad. Of both these pro- 
vinces Mr. Hastings deprived the Mogul upon weak pre- 
tences, if proved, in point of fact, but which were never 
proved, in any sense, against him. I allude particularly to 
his alleged alliance with the Mahrattas, a people, by the 
way, with whom wo were not then at war, and with whom 
lie had as good a right as Nudjeive Khaii to enter into alli- 
ance at tliat tir»e. He takes these domains, almost the last 
wrecks of empire left to the descendant of Tamerlane, from 
the man, I say, to whose voluntary grants we owe it that we 
have put a foot in Bengal. Surely w'e ought, at least, to have 
kept our faith in leaving this last retreat to that unfortunate 
prince. The House of Commons was of that opinion, and 
consequently they resolved, “ that the transfer of Corah and 
Allahabad to the Vizier was contrary to policy and good 
faitl).” Tliis is \vhat the Commons think of this business, 
which Mr. Hat tings pleads as merits. 

But I ba’ie *iot yet done wdth it. These provinces are 
estimated as worth twenty-two lacks, or thereabouts, that is, 
about £220,000 a year 1 believe they were improvable to 
a good deal more. But what does Mr. Hastings do ? Instead 
of taking them into the Company’s possession for the purpose 
of preserving them for the Mogul, upon the event of our 
being better satisfied with his conduct, or of appropriating 
them to the Company’s advantage, he sells them to the J^a- 
bob of Oude, W'ho he knew had the art, above all men, of de- 
stroying a country which he was to keep, or which he might 
fear he was not to keep, permanent possession of. And what 
do you think he sold them for ? lie sold them at a little 
more than two years’ purchase. Will any man believe that 
Mr.-Hastings, when he sold these provinces to the Vizier for 
two years* purchase (and when there was no man that would 
not have given ten years’ purchase for them), did not put 
the diflereuee between the real and pretended value into nis 
own pocket and that of his associates F 



m 


BPSEOH TS THE IHPEAOHHSHT OP 


We charge, therefore, first, that this act, for which he as* 
BHHies merit, was in itself a breach of faith ; next, that the 
Bide of these provinces was scandalously conducted ; and 
thirdly, that this sale, at one-fifth of the real value, was 
et^ted for corrupt purposes. Thus an act of threefold de- 
linquency is one of the merits stated with great pomp by 
his counsel. 

Another of his merits is the stoppage of the pension which 
the Company was under an obligation to pay to Nudjeive 
Khan ; — a matter which, even if admitted to be a merit, is 
certainly not worth, as a set-ofi*, much consideration. 

But there is another set-off of merit upon which he plumes 
himself, and sets an exceedingly high value — the sale of the 
Bohilla nation to that worthless tyrant, the Yizier, their cruel 
and bitter enemy, the cruellest tyrant, perhaps, that ever 
existed, and their most implacable enemy, if we except Mr. 
Hastings, who appears to have had a concealed degree of 
animosity, public, private, or political, against them. To 
this man he sold this whole nation, whose country, culti- 
vated like a garden, was soon reduced, as Mr. Hastings, from 
the character of the Vizier, knew would be the consequence, 
to a mere desert, for £400,000 ; he sent a brigade of our 
troops to assist the Vizier in extirpating these people, who 
were the bravest, the most honourable, and generous nation 
upon earth. Those who were not left slaughtered to rot 
upon the ^oil of their native country, were cruelly expelled 
from it, and sent to publish the merciless and scandalous be- 
haviour of Great Bntain from one end of India to the other. 
I believe there is not an honest, ingenuous, or feeling heart 
upon the face of the globe, I believe there is no man pos- 
sessing the least degree of regard to honour and justice, hu- 
manity and good policy, that did not reprobate this act. The 
court of directors, when they heard of it, reprobated it in 
the strongest manner ; the court of proprietors reprobated 
it in the strongest manner ; by the House of Commons, after 
the most diligent investigatioi^ it was, in a resolution moved 
by IVtr. Dunoas, reprobated in the strongest manners and 
this is the act which Mr. Hastings brings forward before 
your lordships as a merit. 

But, agaiu, 1 cau prove, that in this, perhaps, the moit 
atrociouB of ^ his demerit, there is a most horrid and na* 
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&rious secret cormptiozi li3'*king. I can tell your lordshijps^ 
that Sir Bobert Baraer was offered by this Vizier, for about 
one-half of this very country, namely, the country of the 
Bohillas, a sum of fifty lacks of rupees, that is, £500,000. 
Mr. Hastings was informed of this offer by Sir Eobert Barker, 
in his letter of the 24th March, 1773. Still, in the face of 
this information, Mr. Hastings took for the Company only 
forty lacks of rupees. I leave your lordships to draw your 
own conclusion trom these facts. You will judge what be- 
came of the difference between the price offered and the 
price accounted for, as taken ; nothing on earth can hide 
mm mankind why Mr. Hastings made this wicked, corrupt 
bargain for the extermination of a brave and generous people ; 
why he took £400,000 for the whole of that, for nail of 
which he was offered and knew he might have had £500,000. 

Your lordfeihips will observe, that for all these facts there 
is no evidence on the one side or on the other, directly before 
you. Their merits have been insisted upon in long and labori- 
ous details and discussions, both by Mr. Hastings himself 
and by his counsel. We have answered them for that reason ; 
but we answer them with a direct reference to records and 
papers, from wliicli your lordships may judge of them as set- 
ofis and merits I believe your lordships will now hardly 
receive them ‘is merits to set off guilt, since in eveiy one of 
them there is both guilt in the act, and strong ground for pre- 
suming that he had corruptly taken money for himself. 

The last act of merit that has been insisted upon by his 
counsel is the Mahratta peace. They have stated to you 
the distresses of the Company, to justify the unhandsome 
and improper means that he took of making this peace. Mr. 
Hastings nimself^has laid hold of the same opportunity of 
mamaifying the difficulties which, during his government, be 
haa to contend with. Here he displays aU his tactics. He 
breads all his sails, and here catches every gale. He says, 
1 fbund all India confederated against you. I found not the 
Malmttas alone ; I found war through a hundred hostile states 
fulminated against you; I found the Peshwa, the Nizam, 
Hyder AEy, the Bajah of Berar, all combined together for your 
destruction. I stemmed the torrent ; fortitude is my charac* 
ter. I fao^ and overcame all these difficulties,, till I landed 
jour affiurs safe on shore ; till 1 stood the saviour ci India* 
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My Lords, we of the House of Commons have before heard 
all this, but we cannot forget that we examined into every 
part of it, and that we did not find a single fact stated by 
him, that was not a ground of censure and reprobation. The 
House of Commons, in the resolutions to which I have al- 
l'*ded, have declared that Mr. Hastings, the first author of 
these proceedings, took advantage of an ambiguous letter of 
the court of directors, to break and violate the most solemn, 
the most advantageous, and useful treaty that the Company 
liad ever made in India ; and that this conduct of his pro- 
duced the strange and unnatural junction which, he says, he 
found formed against the Company, and wnth which he had 
to combat. I sfculd trouble your Lordships with but a brief 
statement of the facts, and if I do not enter ^ao^e at large in 
observing upon them, it is because I cannot but feel shocked 
at the indecency and impropriety of your being obliged to 
hear of that as merit, which the House of Commons has 
condemned in every part. Your lordships received obliquely 
evidence from the prisoner at your bar upon this subject ; yet 
when we came and desired your full inquiry into it, your 
lordships, for wise and just reasons, I have no doubt, refused 
our request. I must, however, again protest on the part of 
the Commons against your lordships receiving such evidence 
at all, as relevant to your judgment, unless the House of 
Commons is fully heard upon it. 

But to proceed. — The government of Bombay had offended 
the Mahratta states, by a most violent and scandalous aggres- 
sion. They afterwards made a treaty of peace with them, 
honourable and advantageous to the Company. Thid treaty 
was made by Colonel Upton, and is called The Treaty of 
Porunda. Mr. Hastings oroke that treaty, upon his declared 
principle, that you are to look in war for tne resources of 
your government. All Lndia was at that time in peace. 
Hyder Ally did not dare to attack us ; because he was afiraid 
that his natural enemies, the Mahrattas, would fall upon him* 
The Nizam could not atta<'k us, because he was also 4fraid 
of the Mahrattas. The Mahratta state itself was divided into 
such discordant branches, as to make it impossible for them 
to unite in any one object ; — that commonwealth, which cer- 
tainly at that time was the terror of India, was m broken, as 
to render it either totally ineffective or easy to be resist^ I 
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there was not one goyermrent in India that did not look up 
to Great Britain as holding the balance of power, and in a poai* 
tion to control and do justice to every inaividual party ux it. 
At that juncture Mr. Hastings deliberately broke the treaty 
of Porunda ; and afterwards, by breaking faith with and 
attacking all the powers, one after another, he produced that 
very union which one would hardly have expected that the 
incapacity or ill faith of any governor could have effected. 
Tour lordships shall hear the best and most incontrovertible 
evidence, both of his incapacity and ill faith, and of the con- 
sequences which they proauced. It is the declaration of one 
of the latest of their allies, concerning all these proceedings. 
It is contained in a letter from the Bajah of Berar, directly 
and strongly inculpating Mr. Hastings, upon facts which he 
has never oenied, and by arguments which he has never re- 
futed, as beii’g himself the cause of that very junction of all 
the powers of India against us. 

Letter from Beneram Pundit, — “ As the friendship of the 
English is, /it all events, the first and most necessary consider- 
ation, I will therefore exert myself in establishing peace ; 
for the power of .’naking peace with all is the best object ; 
to this all other meesures are subservient, and will certainly 
be done by them, the English. You write, that after having 
laid the foundation of peace with the Pundit Purdhaun, it is 
requisite that some troops should be sent with General God- 
dard against Ilydor Naig, and take possession of his country, 
when those engagements and proposals may be assented 
to. My reason is confounded in discussing this suggestion 
at a time when HyJer Nfiig is in every respect in alliance 
with the Peishwa, and has assisted, with his soul and life, to 
repel the English. Eor us to unite our troops with those of 
the enemy, and extirpate him, — would not this fix the stamp 
of infamy upon us for ever ? Would any prince, for gener- 
ations to come, ever after assist us, or unite with the Peish- 
wa?, Be yourself the judge, and say whether such a con- 
duct would become a prince or not. — Why then do you 
mention it ? — why do you write it ? 

'Rie case is as follows. — At first there was the utmost 
enmity between Hyder Naig and the Pundit Purdhaun, and 
thep was tne fullest intention of sending troops into Hyder 
Naig’s countxyiB and after the conclusion of the war with 
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Boinbay and the capture of Eagonaut Bow, it was 
resolved to send troops into that quarter ; and a reliance was 
placed in the treaty which was entered into by the gentlemen 
of !^mbay before the war ; but when Bagonaut again went 
to them, and General Goddard was ready to commence hos- 
tilities — ^when no regard was pmd to the friendly proposals 
made by us and the Pundit Peishwa — when they desisted 
from coming to Poonah, agreeable to their promise, and a 
categorical answer was given to the deputies from Poonah ; 
the ministers of Poonah then consulted among themselves, 
and having advised with the Nabob Nizam ul l)owlah, they 
considered that as enemies were appearing on both sides, and 
it would be difficult to cope with both, what was to be done. 
Peace must be made with one of them, an4 war must be 
carried on with the other. They wished above all things, in 
their hearts, to make peace with the English gentlemen, and 
to unite with them to punish Hyder Naig ; but these gen- 
tlemen had plainly refused to enter into any terras of recon- 
ciliation ; it was therefore advisable to accommodate matters 
with Hyder Naig, although he had been long an enemy. — 
What else could be done ? Having nothing left for it, they 
were compelled to enter into an union with Hyder.** 

My lords, this declaration, made to Mr. Hastings himself, 
was never answered by him; indeed, answered it could not 
be ; because the thing was manifest, that all the desolation 
of the Carnatic by Ilyder Ally, all these difficulties upon 
which he has insisted, the whole of that union by which he 
was pressed, and against which, as he says, he bore up with 
such fortitude, was his own work,*the consequences of his 
bad faith and his not listening to any reasonable terms of 
peace. 

But, my lords, see what sort of peace he afterwards made* 
I could prove, if I were called upon so to do, from this paper, 
that they have had the folly and madness to produce to you 
for other purposes, that he might at any time hare maue a 
better treaty, and have coucluded a more secure aUd advan- 
tageous peace, than that which at last he acceded to : that 
the treaty he made was both disadvantageous and dishonour- 
able ; inasmuch, as we gave up every ally we ha4 and sacri- 
feed them to the resentment of the enemy : that Mahadj^yee 
Scindia gained by it an empire of a magnituCe daqgeroas ta 
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<Wir rerj eBktence in India ; that this chief was pemitted to 
exterminate all the many little gallant nations that stood 
between ns and the Mahrattas, and whose policy led them to 
guard against the ambitious designs of that government. 
Almost 2l these lesser powers, from central India quite up 
to the mountains that divide India from Tartary, almost an 
these, I say, were exterminated by him, or were brought 
under a cruel subjection. The peace he made with Mr. 
Hastings was for the very purpose of doing all this ; and Mr. 
Hastings enabled him, and gave him the means of elFecting 
it. Advert next, my lords, to what he did with other allies. 
By the treaty of Porunda, made by Colonel Upton, and 
Wjhich he flagitiously broke, wo had acquired what, God 
knows, we litt]^ merited from the Mahrattas, twelve lacks 
(£112,000) for the expenses of the war, and a country of 
three lacks of annual revenue, the province of Burratch and 
the Isle of Salset, and other small islands convenient for us 
upon that coast. This w'as a great, useful, and momentous 
accession of territory and of revenue, and we got it with 
honour ; for not one of our allies was sacrificed by this treaty. 
We had even obtained from the Mahrattas for Eagonaut Bow, 
our support of whom against that government was a principal 
caus3 01 the w*ir, an establishment of a thousand horse, to 
be maintain^ d o,t their expense, and a jaghire for his other 
expenses of three lacks of rupees per annum, payable 
monthly, with leave to reside within their territories, with 
no other condition than that he should not remove from the 
place fixed for his residence, for the purpose of exciting dis- 
turbances against their government. They also stipulated 
for the pardon of all his adherents, except four ; and the only 
condition they required from us was, that we should not 
wist him in case oi any future disturbance. But Mr. Hast- 
ingiS, by his treaty, surrendered that country of three lacks 
of revenue ; he made no stipulation for the expenses of the 
war, nor indemnity for any of the persons whom he had 
seduced into the rebellion, in favour of Eagonaut Bow. He 
gave them all up to the vengeance of their governments, 
without a stroke of a pen in their favour, to be banished, 
confiscated, tod undone. And as to Eagonaut Bow, instead 
of getting him this honourable and secure retreat, as he was 
bound to do, this unfortunate man was ordered to retire to 
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his enemy’s (Mahadaiee Scindia’s) country ; or otherwise Isf 
was not to receive a shilling for his maintenance. I will now 
ask your lordships whether any man but Mr. Hastings 
would claim a merit with his own country tor having broken 
the trea^ of Porunda ? Your lordships know the opinion 
of the House of Commons respecting it ; his colleagues in 
council had remonstrated with nim upon it, and had stated 
the mischiefs that would result from it ; and Sir Eyre Cootjp, 
the commander of the Company’s forces, writing at the same 
time from Madras, states, that he thought it would infallibly 
bring down upon them liyder Ally, who, they had reason 
to think, was bent upon the utter destruction of the power 
of this country in India, and was only waiting for some 
crisis in our affairs favourable to liis designs. This, my lords, 
is to be one of the set-ofls against all the crimes, against the 
multiplied frauds, cruelties, and oppressions, all the corrupt 
practices, prevarications, and swindlings, that we have al- 
leged against him. 

My lords, it would be an endless undertaking, and such as 
at this hour of the day we, as well as your lordships, are 
little fitti'd to engage in, if 1 were to attempt to search into 
and unveil all the secret motives, or to expose, as it deserves, 
the shameless audiunt y, of this man’s conduct. None of your 
lordships can have observed, without astonishment, the selec- 
tion of his merits, as he audaciously calls them, which has 
been brought before? you. The last of this selection, in 
particular, looks as if he meant to revile and spit upon the 
legislature of his country ; because we and you thou^t it fit, 
and were resolved to publish to all India, that w e will not 
countenance offensive w^ars ; and that you felt this so 
strongly, as to pass the first act of a liind that was ever made ; 
namely, an act to limit the discretionary powder of govern- 
ment in making war solely ; and because you have done this 
solely, and uj>on no other account, and for no other reason 
under heaven, than the abuse which that man at your bar 
has made of it, and for which abuse he now presumes to 
take merit to himself. I will read this part of the act to 
your lordships. 

[Mr. Burke here read 24 Geo. III. cap. 24, .sect. 84.] 

^ And whereas to pursue scbeuies of conquest and eaten* 
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ftloB of dominion in Iniia are meamires repugnant to tlie 
wish, the honour, and policy of this nation ; Be it therefore 
futher enacted “by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not 
he lawful for the G-overnor-General and council of Fort Wil- 
liam aforesaid, without the express command and authority 
of the said court of directors, or of the secret committee of 
the said court of directors, in any case (except where hos- 
tilities have actually been commenced, or preparations actu- 
ally made for the commencement of hostilities against the 
British nation in India, or against . some of the princes or 
states dependent thereon, or w’hose territories the said united 
Company shall be at such time engaged by any subsisting 
treaty to defend or guarantee), either to declare war or com- 
mence hostilities, or enter into any treaty for making w'ar, 
against any of the country princes or states in India, or any 
treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any country princes 
or states ; and that in such case it shall not be lawful for the 
said Governor- Q-eneral and council to declare war, or commence 
hostilities, or enter into treaty for making war, against other 
prince or state than such as shall be actually committing hos- 
tilities or making preparations as aforesaid, or to make such 
treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any prince or state, 
but upon the consideration of such prince or state actually 
engaging to ac sist the Company against such hostilities com- 
menced or preparations made as aforesaid ; and in all cases 
w’here such hostilities si mil be commenced or treaty made, 
the said Governor- General and council shall, by the most ex- 
peditious means they can devise, communicate the same 
unto the said court of directors, together with a full state of 
the information and intelligence upon which they shall have 
commenced such hostilities or made such treaties, and their 
motives and reasons for the same at large.** 

It is the first act of the kind that ever was made in this 
kingdom, the first statute, I believe, that ever was made by 
the legislature of any nation upon the subject, and it was 
made solely upon the resolutions to which we had come 
a^nst the violent, intemperate, unjust, and perfidious acts 
of this man at your lordships* bar, and which acts are now 
produced before your lordships as merits. 

To 8ho\§ further to your lordships how necessary this 
act was, here is a part of his own correspondence, the last 
• 2 w % 
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tiling I shall beg to read to your lordships, and upon which 
1 slmll make no other comment, than that you will learn 
from it how well British faith was kept by this man ; and 
that it was the violation of British faith which prevented 
our having the most advantageous peace, and brought on aU 
the calamities of war. 

It is part of a letter from the minister of the Bajah of Be- 
rar, a man called Beneram Pundit, with whom Mr. Hastings 
was at the time treating for a peace ; and he tells him why 
he might have had peace at that time, and why he had it 
not ; and that the cause of it was his own ridiculous and 
even buffoonish perfidiousness, which exposed him to the 
ridicule of all the princes of India, and with him the whole 
British nation. 

“ But afterwards reflecting that it was not advisable for 
me to be in such haste, before I had understood all the con- 
tents of the papers ; I opened them in the presence of the 
Maha Bajah, when all the Kharetas letter, copies^ and treaties, 
were perused with the greatest attention and care. First, 
they convinced us of your great truth and sincerity, and that 
you never, from the beginning to this time, were mcliued to 
the present disputes and hostilities ; and next, that you have 
not mcluded in the articles of the treaty any of your wishes 
or inclinations, and, in short, the garden of the treaty ap- 
I>€ared to us in all its parts green and flourishing. But 
though the fruits of it were excellent, yet they appear mfferent 
from those of Colonel Upton’s treaty (the particulars of 
which I have frequently written to you), and, upon tasting 
them, prove to be bitter and very diflerent, when compared to 
the former articles. How can any of the old and established 
obligations be omitted, and new matters agreed to, which it is 
plain that they will produce and damage ? Some points which 
ydu have mentioneo, under the plea of the faith and observ- 
ance of treaties, are of such a nature that the Poonah min- 
isters can never assent to them ; in all engagements and im- 
portant transactions, in which the words but, and 
and beiidet, and whereas, and whtf, and other such words of 
doubt are introduced, it gives an opening to disputes mid 
misunderstandings. A treaty is meant for the ent^ removal 
of iQ differences, not for the increase of them. My depiurip 
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sider to what ironies and insults this nation was exposed, and 
how necessary it was for us to originate that bill, which your 
lordships passed into an act of parliament, with his Majesty's 
assent ; the words hut^ although, besides, whereas, and rmg, 
and such like, are introduced to give an opening, and so on. 
Then he desires him to send another treaty, fit for him to 
sign. 

“ I have therefore kept the treaty with the greatest care 
and caution in my possession, and have taken a copy of it ; 
I have added to eacn article another, which appeared to me 
proper and advisable ; and without any loss or disadvantage 
to the English, or anything more in favour of the Pundit 
Purdhaun than was contained in the former treaties. This I 
have sent to you, and hope that you will prepare and send a 
treaty conformable to that, without any besides, or if, or why, 
or but, and whereas, that as soon as it arrives I m^ depart 
for Poonah, and having united with me Row Mjshadajee 
Scindia, and having brought over the Nabob, Nizam ul Dow- 
lah, to this business, I may settle and adjust all matters which 
are in this bad situation. As soon as I have received my 
dismission from thence, I would set off for Calcutta, and re- 
present to ’ ou everything, which for a long while I have had 
in my mind, and by this transaction erect to the view of all 
the world the standard of the greatness and goodness of the 
English, and of my masters, and extinguish the fiames of 
war with the waters of friendship. The compassing all 
those advantages and happy prospects depends entirely upon 
your will and consent ;*and the power of bringing tnem to 
an issue is in your hands alone.” 

My lords, you may here see the necessity there was for 
passing the act of parliament which I have just read to you, 
in order to prevent in future the recurrence of that want of 
fSaith of winch Mr. Hastings had been so notoriously guilty, 
and by which he had not only united all India against us, 
and had hindered us from making, for a long time, any peace 
at aD, but had exposed the Bntish character to the irony, 
scorn, derision, and insult of the whole people of that vast 
continent. 
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My lords, in the progress of this impeaehment, you have 
heard our charges ; you have heard the prisoner’s plea of 
merits ; you have heard our observations on them. In the 
progress of this impeachment, you have seen the condition 
in which Mr. Hastings received Benares ; you have seen the 
condition in which Mr. Hastings received the country of the 
Bohillas ; you have seen the condition in which he received 
the country of Oude ; you have seen the condition in which 
he received the provinces of Bengal ; you have seen the 
condition of the country when the native government was 
succeeded by that of Mr. Hastings ; you have seen the hap- 
piness and prosperity of all its inhabitants, from those of the 
nighest to those of the lowest rank. My lords, you have 
seen the very reverse of all this* under the ‘government of 
Mr. Hastings ; the country itself, all its beauty and glory 
ending in a jungle for wild beasts. You have seen flourish- 
ing families reduced to implore that pity which the poorest 
man and the meanest situation might very well call for. You 
have seen whole nations in the mass reduced to a condition 
of the same distress. These things in his government at 
home : abroad, scorn, contenipt, and derision cast upon and 
covering the British name ; war stirred up, and dishonourable 
treaties of peace made, by the total prostitution of British 
faith. Now take, my lords, together all the multiplied de- 
linquencies which we have proved, from the highest degree 
of tyranny to the lowest degree of sharping and cheating, 
and then judge, my lords, whether the House of Commons 
could rest for one moment, without bringing these matters, 
which have baffled all legislation at various times, before you, 
to try at last what judgment will' do. Judgment is what 
gives force, eflfect, and vigour to laws ; laws without judg- 
ment are contemptible and ridiculous ; we had better have 
no law s, than laws not enforced by judgments and suitable 
penalties upon delinquents. Revert, my lords, to all the sen- 
tences wdiich have heretofore been passed by this high court. 
Look at the scmtenco j>as.sed upon Lord Bacon ; look at the 
sentence passed upon Lord Macclesfield ; and then compare 
the sentences which your ancestors have given with the de- 
linquencies w hich were then before them, and you have the 
measure to be taken in your sentence upon the^ delinquent 
now before you. Your sentence, I say, will be measured 
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according to that rule whi :h ought to direct the judgment of 
all courts in like cases, lessening it for a lesser ofience, and 
aggravating it for a greater, until the measure of justice is 
completely full. 

My lords, I have done ; the part of the Commons is con- 
cluded. With a trembling solicitude we consign this product 
of our long, long labours to your charge. Take it ! — take it ! 
It is a sacred trust. Never before was a cause of such mag- 
nitude submitted to any human tribunal. 

My lords, at this awful close, in the name of the Com- 
mons, and surrounded by them, I attest the retiring, I attest 
the advancing generations, between which, as a link in the 
great chain of eternal order, we stand. — We call this nation, 
we call the world to witness, that the Commons have shrunk 
from no labour ; that we have been guilty of no prevarication ; 
that we have made no compromise with crime ; that we have 
not feared any odium whatsoever, in the long warfare which 
we have carried on with the crimes — with the vices — with 
the exorbitant wealth — with the enormous and overpowering 
influence of Eastern corruption. This war, my lords, we 
have waged for twenty-two years, and the conflict has been 
fought at your lordships* bar for the last seven years. My 
lords, twenty two years is a great space in the scale of the 
life of man \ it is no inconsiderable space in the history of a 
great nation. A business which has so long occupied the 
councils and the tribunals of Great Britain, cannot possibly 
be huddled over in the course of vulgar, trite, and transitory 
events. Nothing but some of those great revolutions that 
break the traditionary chain of human memory, and alter the 
very face of nature itself, can possibly obscure it. My lords, 
we are all elevated to a degree of importance by it ; the 
meanest of us will, by means of it, more or less become the 
concern of posterity, if we are yet to hope for such a thing 
in the present state of the world as a recording, retrospect- 
ive, civilized posterity ; but this is in the hands of the 
great Disposer of events ; it is not ours to settle how it 
shall be. My lords, your House yet stands ; it stands as 
a great edifice ; but let me say, that it stands in the midst 
of ruins ; in the midst of the ruins that have been made by 
the ^eatast moral earthquake that ever convulsed and shat- 
tered this glebe of ours. My lords, it has pleased Providence 
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to place us in such a state, that we appear every moment to 
be upon the verge of some great mutations. There is one 
thing, and one thing only, which defies all mutation ; that 
which existed before the world, and will survive the fabric 
of the world itself ; I mean justice ; that justice, which, em- 
anating from the Divinity, has a place in the breast of every 
one of us, given us for our guide with regard to ourselves 
and with regard to others, and which wull stand after this 
globe is burned to ashes, our advocate or our accuser before 
the great tTudge, when He comes to call upon us for the tenor 
of a well-spent life. 

My lords, the Commons will share in every fate with your 
lordships ; there is nothing sinister which can happen to you, 
in which we shall not be involved ; and if it should so hap- 
pen that we shall be subjected to some of those frightful 
changes which we have seen — if it should happen that your 
lordships, stripped of all the decorous distinctions of human 
society, should by hands at once base and cruel, be led to 
those scaffolds and machines of murder, upon which great 
kings and glorious queens have shed their blood, amidst the 
prelates, amidst the nobles, amidst the magistrates who sup- 
ported their thrones, may you in those moments feel that 
consolation which I am persuaded they felt in the critical 
moments of their dreadful agony ! 

My lords, there is a consolation, and a great consolation it 
is, which often happens to oppressed virtue and fallen digni- 
ty ; it often happens that the very oppressors and persecutors 
themselves are lorced to bear testimony in its favour. I do 
not like to go for instances a great way back into antiquity. 
I know very well that length of timfe operates so as to give 
an air of the fabulous to remote events, which lessens the 
interest and weakens the application of examples. I wish 
to come nearer to the present time. Your lordships know 
and have heard, for which of us has not known and heard, of 
the parliament of Paris ? The parliament of Paris had an 
ori^n very, very similar to that of the great court before 
which I stand ; the parliament of Paris continued to have a 
great resemblance to it in its constitution, even to its fall ; the 
parliament of Paris, my lords, was ; it is gone ! It has passed 
away ; it has vanished like a dream ! It feD, piereed by the 
ewdra of the Compte de Mirabeau. And yet I will say, tha4 
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that man, at the time of his inflicting the death wound of 
that parliament, produced at once the shortest and the grand- 
est funeral oration that ever was or could be made upon the 
departure of a great court of magistracy. Though he had 
himself smarted under its lash, as every one knows who 
knows his history (and he was elevated to dreadful notoriety 
in history), yet when he pronounced the death sentence upon 
that parliament, and inflicted the 'mortal wound, he declared 
that his motives for doing it were merely politi<^, and that 
their hands were as pvfre as those of justice itself, which 
they administered — a great and glorious exit, my lords, of a 
great and glorious body! And never was a eulogy pro- 
nounced upon a bodjr more deserved. They were persons 
in nobilitv of |^nk, in amplitude of fortune, in weight of 
authority, in depth of learning, inferior to few of those that 
hear me. My lords, it was but the other day that they sub- 
mitted their necks to the axe ; but their honour was unwound- 


ed. Their enemies, the persons who sentenced them to 
death, were lawyers, full of subtlety ; they were enemies, 
full of malice ; yet lawyers full of subtlety, and enemies full 
of malice, as they were, they did not dare to reproach them 
with having supported the wealthy, the great, and powerful, 
and of having oppressed the weak and feeble, in any of their 
judgments, or ot naving perverted justice in any one instance 


whatever, through favour, through interest, or cabal. 

Mv lords, if you must fall, may you so fall I But if you 
stand, and stand I trust you will, together with the fortune 
of this aijcieiit monarchy — together with the ancient laws 
and liberties of this great and illustrious kingdom, may you 
stand as unimpeached in hbnour as in power ; may you stand 
not as a substitute for virtue, but as an ornament of virtue, 


as a security for virtue ; may you stand long, and long stand 
the terror of tyrants ; may you stand the refuge of afflicted 
nations ; may you stand a sacred temple, for the perpetual 
residence of an inviolable justice. 
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TO THE EIGHT HON. WILLIAM GEEAED HAMILTON. 

Dear Sir, March, 1763. 

I am now on the point of acquiring through your 
friendship, an establishment,' which I am sensible is as much 
above my merits as, in any other channel, it may be above ray 
reasonable expectations. I should think myself inexcusable 
in receiving this pension, and loading your interest with so 
heavy a charge, without apprizing you of those conditions on 
which, alone, I am able to take it ; because, when I have 
taken it, 1 ought no longer to consider myself as possessed 
of my fornKU’ freedom and independence. 

I have often wished to explain myself fully to you on this 
point. It is against my general notions to trust to writing, 
where it is in one’s power to confer otherwise. But neither 
do you hear, nor do I speak, on this subject, with the same 
ease with which we converse on others. This is but natural; 
and I have therefore chosen this method, as les« liable to 
misunderstanding and dispute ; aivd hope you will be so in- 
dulgent, as to hear me with coolness and attention. 

You may recollect, when you did me the honour to take 
me as a companion in your studies, you found me with the 
little work we spoke of last Tuesday, os a sort of rent-charge 
on my thoughts. I informed you of this, and you acquiesced 
in it. You are now so generous, (and it is but strict justice 
to allow that upon all occasions you have been so,) to offer 
to free me from this burthen. But, in fact, though I am 

. ' Alluding to a pension of £300 per annum, granted this year by 
Lord Halifax, then lord*lieutenaut of Ireland, upon th^ application of 
hi$ Excellency's secretary $ingU speech** Hamilton.^ See an ac- 
count of this. affair in Prior's Life of Burke, p. 74, 
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extremely desirous of defeirm^ the accomplisbTnent, I hate 
no notion of entirely suppressing that work ; and this upon 
two principles, not solely confined to that work, but which 
extend much further, and indeed to the plan of my whole 
life. 

Whatever advantages I have acquired, and even that 
advantage which 1 must reckon as the greatest and most 
nleasing of them, have been owing to some small degree of 
literary reputation. It will be hard to persuade me that any 
further services which your kindness may propose for me, or 
any in which my friends may wish to cooperate with you, 
will not be greatly facilitated by doing something to culti- 
vate and keep alive the same reputation. I am fully sensible, 
that this reputation may be at least as much hazarded, as for- 
wai’ded, by new publications. But because a certain oblivion 
is the consequence, to writers of my inferior class, of an 
entire neglect of publication, I consider it such a risk as 
sometimes must be run. For this purpose, some short time, 
at convenient intervals, and especially at the dead time of 
the year, will be requisite to study and consult proper 
books. These times, as you very well know, cannot be easily 
defined ; nor indt eel is it necessary they should. The matter 
may be very ea..iiy settled by a good understanding between 
ourselves; ai d by a discreet liberty, which I think you would 
not wish to restrain, nor I to abuse. I am not so unreason- 
able, nor absurd enough, to think I have any title to so con- 
siderable a share in your interest as I have had, and hop© 
still to have, without any or but an insignificant return on 
my side ; especially as I am conscious that my best and most 
continued endeavours arh of no very great value. I know 
that your business ought, on all occasions, to have the pre- 
ference; to be the first and the last, and, indeed, in all 
respects, the niain concern. All I contend for is, that I may 
not be considered as absolutely excluded from all other 
thoughts, in their proper time and due subordination; 
the fixing the times for them, to be left entirely to yourself. 

I do not remember that, hitherto, any pursuit has been 
stopped, or any plan left defective, through my inattention, 
or through my attention to other matters ; and I protest to 
God^ I havs applied to whatever you have thought proper to 
set me, with a vigour and alacrity, and even an eagerness, that 
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I never felt in any affair of my own whatsoever If you 
have not observed this, you have not, I think, observed with 
your usual sagacity. But if you have observed it, and 
attributed it to an interested design, which vrill cease when 
its end is in any degree answered, my mind bears me witness 
that you do not do me justice. I act almost always from my 
present impulse, and with little scheme or design; and 
perhaps, generally, with too little. If you think what I 
have proposed unreasonable, my request is that you will, 
which you may very easily do, get my Lord Halifax to post- 
pone the pension, and afterwards to drop it. We shall go on 
as before, until some other more satisfactory matter occurs. 
For I should ill brook an accusation, either direct or implied, 
that I had through your friendship acquire/l a considerable 
establishment, and afterguards neglected to make any fair 
return in my power. The thought of this has given me 
great pain; and I would not be easy without coming to some 
explanation upon it. In the light I consider things, it can 
create no great difficulty; but it may possibly, to you, appear 
othen^dse. Let this be how it will, 1 can never forget the 
obligations — the very many and great obligations — which I 
have already had to you ; and which, in any situation, will 
always give you a right to call on me for anything within my 
compass. If I do not often acknowledge my sense of them, 
it is because I know you are not very fond of professions, 
nor am I very clever at making them. You will take in 
good part this liberty ; which, sincerely, is not made for the 
purpose of exercising my pen impertinently. Two words 
from you would settle the point, one w'ay or another. 

I am, with the utmost truth, ever yours, 

£i)M. Bubke. 

TO THE BIGHT HOH. WILLIAM GEBABD HAMILTON, 

Deab Sib, 

Your letter, which I received about four o’clock 
yesterday, seemed not to have been written with an intention 
of being answered. However, on considering the matter 
this morning, I thought it respectful to you, and, in a man* 
ner, necessarv to myself, to say something to |ho8e heavy 
charges which you have made against me in our last con* 
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versations ; and which, wit^ a polite acrimony in the ex« 
presfiion, you have thought proper to repeat in your letter. 

I should, indeed, be extremely unhappy, if I felt any 
consciousness at all of that unkindness, of >^hich you have 
so lively a sense. In the six years during which 1 have had 
the honour of being connected with you, I do not know 
tliat I have given you one just occasion of complaint ; and if 
all things have not succeeded every way to your wishes, I 
may appeal to your own equity and candour, whether the 
feilure was owing to anything wrong in my advice, or in- 
attention in my conduct ; I can honestly affirm, and your 
heart will not contradict me, that in aU cases I preferred 
your interest to my own. I made you, and not myself, the 
first object in every deliberation. I studied your advance- 
ment, yoiiT* fortUfcie, and your reputation in everything, with 
zeal and earnestness ; and sometimes with an anxiety, which 
has made many of my hours miserable. Nobody could be 
more ready than I was to acknowledge the obligations I had 
to you ; and if I thought, as in some instances 1 did, and do 
still think, I had cause of dissatisfaction, I never e^ressed 
it to others, or made yourself uneasy about them, i acted, 
in every respect, v;ith a fidelity which, I trust, cannot be 
impeached. If there be any part of my conduct in life, 
upon which 1 can look with entire satisfaction, it is my 
behaviour with regard to you. 

So far as to the past : with regard to the present, what is 
that unkindness and misbehaviour of which you complain P 
My heart is full of friendship to you ; and is there a single 
point which the best and most intelligent men have fixed, as 
a proof of friendship an^ gratitude, in which I have been 
deficient, or in whic'h I threaten a failure? What you blame 
is only this, that 1 will not consent to bind myself to you, 
for no less a term than my whole life, in a sort of domestic 
situation, for a consideration to be taken out of your private 
fortune ; that is, to circumscribe my hopes, to give up even 
the possibility of liberty, and absolutely to annihilate my- 
self for ever. I beseech you, is the demand, or the refusal, 
the act of unkindness ? If ever such a test of fidendship 
was proposed, in any instance, to any man living, I admit 
that my conduct has been unkind ; and, if you ^ease, un« 
grateful • 
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If I had accepted your kiud offers, and afterwards reftised 
to abide by the condition you annex to them, you then 
would have bad 9. good right to tax me with unkindness. 
But what have I done, at the end of a very long, howerer I 
confess unprofitable, service, but to prefer my own liberty to 
the offers of advantage you are pleased to make me ; and, at 
the same time, to tender you the continuance of those 
services (upon which partiality alone induces you to set any 
value) in the most disinterested manner, as far as I can do 
it, consistent with that freedom to which, for a long time, I 
have determined to sacrifice every consideration, and which 
I never gave you the slightest assurance that I had any 
intention to surrender ; whatever my private resolves may 
have been in case an event had happened, which (so far as 
concerns myself) I rejoice never to have talfen place ? You 
are kind enough to say, that you looked upon my friendship 
as valuable ; but hint that it has not been lasting. I really 
do not know when, and by what act, I broke it off. I should 
be wicked and mad to do it ; unless you call that a lasting 
friendship, which all mankind w^ould call a settled servitude, 
and which no ingenuity can distinguish from it. Once more, 
put yourself in my situation, and judge for me. If I have 
spoken too strongly, you will be so good to pardon a man on 
his defence, in one of the nicest questions to a mind that has 
any feeling. I meant to speak fully, not to offend. I am 
not used to defend my conduct ; nor do I intend, for the 
future, to fall into so bad a habit. I have been warmed to 
it by the imputation you threw on me ; as if I deserted you 
on account solely of your want of success. On this, how- 
ever, I shall say nothing, because perhaps I should grow still 
warmer ; and I would not drop one loose word which might 
mark the least disrespect, and hurt a friendship which has 
been, and 1 flatter myseii* will be, a satisfaction and an 
honour to me. I beseech you that you will judge of me witii 
a little impartiality and temper. I hope I have said nothing 
in our last interview which could urge you to the passion 
you speak of. If anything fell which was strong in the ex- 
pression, I believe it was from you, and not from me, and it 
IS right that I should bear more than I then heard. I said 
nothing, but what 1 took the liberty of mentioning to yon a 
year ago, in Dublin : I gave you no reason to* think 1 had 
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mode anj dmnge in my resolution. We, notwitbsianding, 
have ever since, until within these few days, proceeded as 
usual. Permit me to do so again. No man living can hate 
a higher veneration than I have for your abilities, or can 
set a higher value on your friendship, as a greiit private 
bstisfactioD, and a very honourable distinction. I am much 
obliged to you for the favour you intend me, in sending to 
me in three or four days (if you do not send sooner), when 
you have had time to consider this matter coolly. I will 
again call at your door, and hope to be admitted ; I bog it, 
and entreat it. At the same time do justice to the single 
motive which I have for desiring this favour, and desiring it 
in this manner. I have not wrote all this tiresome matter 
in hopes of br^iging on an altercation in writing, which you 
are so good to me as to decline personally; and w'hich, in 
either way, I am most solicitous to shun. What I say is, on 
reviewing it, little more than I have laid before you in 
another manner. It certainly requires no answer. 1 ask 
pardon for my prolixity, which my anxiety to stand well in 
your opinion has caused. 

I am, with great truth, 

Your most affectionate and most obliged 
humble Servant, 

Edm. Buekic. 


TO THE MAEQU38 OF EOCKIEOHAM. 

My jdeae Lord, Gregories, September (12th), 1769. 

Our meeting was jield yesterday; the ostensible parti- 
culars of which Lord Tenmle took care to transmit immedi- 
ately to the newspaper. 1 shall not, therefore, trouble your 
lordship with them here. Very little pains were taken to form 
a striking appearance on the day; however, it proved beyond 
expectation. Aubrey* was the only person who seemed to 
have acted rightly ; he came into the town on horseback at 
the head of sixty-five freeholders. However, when we got 
into the town-hall, it was qiute full; there were not fewer, 
I ima^e, than four hundred, many of them substantial peo- 
ple, who came forward to the work with a good countenance, 

• Babflequently Sir John Aubrey, 11. P. 
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md an alacrity equal to that of the third regiment of guardl.* 
Everything had been done to traverse us ; i^e terrors of tlla 
House of Commons were held over many, and the word wsl, 
** The king will despise your petitions, and then what 
you do ? Will you go into rebellion ? &c. <fcc. The Tories 

m general stayed away. O’Brien, in his speech, let fly at 
the Earl of Bute, and was rather for giving a more Whiggish 
complexion to the meeting, than would be quite prudent, in 
a county where the others were so strong, and in which some 
of them voted with us, though they did not choose to appear 
on this occasion. But on the whole he did very well. No 
Grenville, except George’s eldest son,^ a very sensible boy, 
and as well disposed to a little faction as any of his family. 
We were told we should have had Har^^ Grenville, but 
Lord Temple found out that he was no freeholder in the 
county. His lordship, after dinner, made an apology for 
George’s absence, declaring, that he highly approved the 
principles of the meeting, but thought he should be able to 
defend it with the greater weight if he were not present at it. 
This was awkward, and awk’wardly delivered. At the dinner 
it was thought necessary that the gentlemen should not dine 
all together ; accordingly. Lord Temple stayed at one house, 
and ford Vemey and some more of us went to the other. 
In order to preserve a harmony in our toasts, they sent them 
to us from tne house we had left, where they had been de- 
vised. An attempt was made to insinuate a great deal of 
Grenvilleism into the meeting. However, something was 
done a bttle to balance it ; and a toast that had been sent 
down in an improper mode, about Yorkshire, was dressed by 
Aubrey and O’Brien in somewhat a better manner. What 
think you of the three united brothers ? * The freeholders 
dined, as we did all, at a market-ordinary, for which we paid 
our shillings. Afterwards, wine was given at the expense of 
Lord V. and Lord T . The first part was necessary, be- 

cause the freeholders had been mformed that there was to 
be no treating; and they were to be induced to come by the 

* AUuding to the employment of th^ military in St. George's Fields, in 
the preceding year. 

* George, aftcrwartls third Earl Temple. 

* Lord Chatham, and his brothers by marriage, Lord Te^mple and Iff. 
Qecrge Grenrille. 
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moderation of the expense. The other was proper to con* 
clu(fe the day ^eerfuUy, and it had a very gooa effect. I 
take it the signature will be general. Above three hundred 
signed upon the spot. We have not, I believe, two thou- 
sand in the county. *«»*## 

• # * « « , 

Believe me, with the sincerest and most cordial attach- 
ment, my dear lord, 

* Your ever obedient and obliged 

humble Servant, 

Edm. Bueke. 

TO AETHUR YOUNG, ESQ.* 

Bear Sir, October, 1771. 

1 shoulS certainly, before this, have done myself the 
honour of visiting your farm, and have endeavoured to profit 
by what I should see, and much more by what I should hear 
at it, but that the hourly, and hitherto constantly disap- 

? ointed, expectation of my brother’s arrival from the West 
ndies has detained and still detains me at home. I do n’t, 
however, altogether despair of the pleasure of paying you my 
respects before ihe winter sets in. I have now gone mi- 
nutely through voitr last tour, and the synopsis, with which 
you have so properly and judiciously closed it. Some things 
of moment a.'*e, I think, clearly and decisively ascertained ; 
but still a cloud remains over some of the most important 
and interesting que.stions in husbandry ; and you are too far 
removed from the unfairness of system-makers, to turn our 
eyes away from that cloud when you are unable to dispel it. 
It appears such as it is ;*and you have not called in the aid 
of fancy and opinion to supply the want of real knowledge. 
One of the grand points in controversy (a controversy, in- 
deed, chiefly carried on between practice and speculation) is 
that of deep-ploughing. In your last volume you seem, on 
the whole, rather against that practice, and have given several 
reasons for your judgment, w'hich deserve to be very well 
considered. In order to know how we ought to plough, w'e 

* The distinf^ished Writer on agriculture, and promoter of rural ocono- 
iny^;^^j>pointed secretary to ihe Board of Agriculture, on its establtshmciit 

vot.. Tin. 2 o 
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ought to know what end it is we propose to ourselves in that 
operation. The first and instrumental end is to divide the 
soil ; the last and ultimate end, so far as regards the plants, 
is to facilitate the pushing of the blade upwards, add the 
shooting of the roots in all the inferior directions. There is 
further proposed a more ready admission of external influ- 
ences, the rain, the sun, and the air, charged with all those 
heterogeneous contents which are suspended in that great 
universal menstruum, some, possibly all, of which, are ne- 
cessary for the nourishment of the plants. By ploughing 
deep you answer these ends in a greater mass oi the soil. 
This would seem in favour of deep-ploughing, as nothing else 
than accomplishing, in a more perfect manner, those very 
ends for which you are induced to plough at all. But doubts 
here arise, only to be solved by experiment. First, is it 
quite certain that it is good for the ear and grain of farinace- 
ous plants, that their roots should spread and descend into 
the ground to the greatest possible distances and depths? 
Is tnere not some limit in this ? AVe know that, in timber, 
what makes one part flourish, does not equally conduce to 
the benefit of all ; and that which may be beneficial to the 
wood, does not equally contribute to the quantity and good- 
ness of the fruit, and vice versd^ that what increases the fruit 
largely is often far from serviceable to the tree. Secondly, 
is that looseness to great depths, supposing it useful to one 
of the species of plants, equally useful to all? Thirdly, 
though tne external influences, the rain, the sun, the air, act 
undoubtedly a part, and a large part,- in vegetation, does it 
follow that they are equally salutary in any quantities, at 
any depths ; or that though it may be useful to diffuse one 
of these agents as extensively as may be in the earth, that 
therefore it will be equally useful to render the earth in the 
same degree pervious to all ^ It is a dangerous way of rea- 
soning in physics, as well as morals, to conclude, because a 
pven proportion of anything is advantageous, that the dou- 
ble wul be twice as good, or that it will be good at all. 
Neither in the one nor the other is it always true that two 
and two make four. Fourthly, there are other properties 
in soil, besides its looseness or tenacity, which may make it 
dangerous to apply earth of certain properties to the plants, 
by £^p ploughing. The minerals, in general, teem impro- 
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pitious to vegetation ; some clays seem to be of tbe samo 
noxious quality, and this, if true, makes an exception to 
deep-ploughing upon bottoms mixed with such substances, 
supposing the principle of deep-ploughing to be otherwise 
generally sound, ^ Under this nead comes the general ob- 
jection of farmers against ploughing up the dead earth, or 
going beyond what is called the staple ; that is, that body of 
dark-ooloufed mould, which seems to be in part formed of 
rotten vegetables and animal substances. All these are 
doubts and questions not to be passed over lightly ; espe- 
cially the last, because it comes from men of much experi- 
ence, and is not a local objection, from the .particular nature 
of a certain substratum, but supposes an universal inaptitude 
in all soils, bejwnd a certain depth, for the purposes of vege- 
tation. 


TO CHARLES TOWNSHEHD, ESQ. 

Bear Sir, October 17th, 1771. 

I am much obliged to you for the kind part you have 
taken, on the report oi our friend Fitzherbert’s conversation 
about the author oi Junius. You have done it in a manner 
that is just to ire.^ and delicate to both of us. I am indeed 
extremely really to believe, that he has had no share in cir- 
culating an opinion so very injurious to me, as that I am 
capable of treating the character of my friends, and even my 
own character, wdth levity, in order to be able to attack that 
of others with the less suspicion. When I have anything to 
object to persons in power, they know very well that I use 
no sort of managements* towards them, except those which 
every honest man owes to his own dignity. If I thought it 
Beoessary to bring the same charges against them into a 
more public discussion than that of the House of Commons, 
I should use exactly the same freedom, making myself, in 
the same manner, liable to all the consequences. You ob- 
serve very rightly, that no fair man can believe me to be the 
author of J unius. Such a supposition might tend, indeed, to 
raise the estimation of my powers of writing above their just 
value. Not one of my friends does, upon that flattering 
principle, give me for the writer ; and when my enemies en- 
deavour to fix Junius upon me, it is not for the sake cf 
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giTing me credit of an able performance. My friends I bav« 
satislied ; — my enemies shall never have any direct satisfac* 
tion from me. The ministry, I am told, are convinced of my 
having written J unius, on tlie authority of a miserable book* 
seller’s preface, which 1 have read since I saw you, in which 
there are not three lines of common truth or sense, and 
which defames me, if possible, with more falsehood and 
malignity, than the libellers whom they pay for that worthy 
purpose. This argument of theirs only serves to show how 
much their malice is superior to their discernment. For 
some years, and almost daily, they have been abusing me in 
the public piipers; aud (among other pretences for their 
scurrility) as being the author of the letters in question. I 
liave never once condescended to take the Jeast notice of 
their invectives, or publicly to deny the fact upon which 
some of them were grounded. At the same time, to you, or 
to any of my friends, I have been as ready as I ought to be, 
in disclaiming in the most precise terms, writings, that are 
as superior perhaps to my talents, as they are mo&t certainly 
different in many essential points from my regards and my 
principles. I am, with the greatest truth and affection, 

, My dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Edm. Bueke. 

I only wait my brother’s arrival to pay my visit to 
Frognall. 


TO A PEUSSlAy G£KTLEMAK. 

SlE, * 1772. 

Permit me to return you my most sincere thanks for 
the honour of your very obliging letter. Nothing can be more 
])olite than the offer of your correspondence, and nothing 
more acceptable than your specimen of it. 

I hope you wull not look on the long delay of my acknow- 
ledgments, as a proof that ) want the fullest sense of the 
great favour I have received. 1 owed you the best con* 
sidered and the best informed judgment I could make, oiji 
the question wdiich you projiosed. The answer might affect 
your property, which you will give me leave to legard as a 
matter far from indifferent to me. After all, I am obliged 
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to own to you that the more I have inquired, and the 
more I have reflected, the less capable I And myself of 
giving you any advice on which I can venture to confide. 
1 have never had any concern in the funds of the East 
India Company, nor have taken any part whatsoever in 
ite affairs, except when they came before me in the course 
of parliamentary proceedings. Of late years the inter- 
vention of the* claims and powers of government, the 
magnitude of the possessions in the East, which have 
involved the concerns of the Company wnth the contentions 
of parties at home> and with the mass of the politics of Asia 
and Europe, together with many other particulars, have ren- 
dered all reasonings upon that stock a matter of more intri* 
cacy and delicacy than whilst the Company was restrained 
within the limits of a moderate commerce. However, one 
advantage has arisen from the magnitude of this object, and 
the discussions which liave grown from its importance, that 
almost everything relative to it is become very public. The 
proceedings in parliament and in the India House have 
given as many lights to the foreign stockholders as to the 
inhabitaiits of this kingdom. Many persons on the conti- 
nent, as well as here, are more capable of giving you good 
information than C am ; I dare not risk an opinion. 1 am 
persuaded you will have the goodness to excuse a caution, 
which lias its rise from my extreme tenderness towards your 
interest. 

With regard to general politics, you judge very properly 
that we are more removed from them than you are, who live 
in the centre of the political circle. However, though 
situatc^d in the circumference, we have our share of concern 
and curiosity. I am happy to receive that information vrhich I 
have no right to expect, and no ability to requite. My 
situation is very obscure and private, and I have scarce any- 
thing to do, but with the minute detail of our erwn internal eco- 
nomy. To this I confine myself entirely. As to the grand 
maemne, I admire its eflTects, without being often able to 
comprehend its operations, or to discover its springs. I look 
on these events as historical. The distance of place, and 
absence from management, operate as remoteness of time. I 
am obliged to you for your account of his Prussian Majesty’s 
military arrangements. 1 make no doubt that a prince so 
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wise and politic will improve Lis new acquisitions (for I aiti 
not to call them conquests) to the best advantage for his 
power and greatness. I agree no less with your observation, 
that it was extremely fortunate the three great allied powers 
were able to find a fourth which was utterly unable to resist 
any one of them, and much less all united. If this circum- 
stance had not concurred with their earnest inclinations to pre- 
serve the public tranquillity, they might have been obliged to 
find a discharge for the 'Superfluous strength of their pletho- 
ric habits in the destruction of the finest countries in Europe. 

One great branch of the alliance has not been quite so fortun- 
ate. jRussia seems to me still to retain, though under Euro- 
pean forms and names, too much of the Asiatic spirit in its go- 
vernment and manners to be long well poised and secure within 
itself ; and without that advantage, nothing I apprehend can 
be done in a long struggle. Turkey is not prey, at least, for 
those whose motions are sometimes indeed precipitate, but 
seldom alert. The nature of tlie Turkish frontier provinces, 
an immense foss-ditch (if I may so call it) of desert, is a de- 
fence made indeed, in a great measure, at the expense of 
mankind, but still it is a great defence ; and the applicability, 
if not the extent, of the Turkish resources are much greater 
than those of their northern enemy. It is not now likely 
that my paradoxical wish should be answered, or that I 
sliould live to see the Turkish barbarism civilized by the 
liussian. I don’t wish well to the former power. Any 
people but the Turks, so seated as they are, would have been 
cultivated in three hundred years ; but they grow more 
gross in the very native soil of civility and refinement. I 
was sorry for the late misfortunes of the EussianS ; but I 
did not BO well know how much of it they owed to their own 
obstinacy. Misfortimes are natural and inevitable to those 
who refuse to take advantage of the king of Prussia’s lijgbta 
and talents. You say that he was their Cassandra : if so, 
these people are inexcusable indeed ; surely nothing could 
be less remote than his predictions from the ravings of viiw 
gin simplicity. Th^ w'ere oracles directly from the veiy 
tripod of Apollo. The rest of mankind do more justice to 
the heroic intellect, as well as to the other great qmlities, ol 
the king your master. ^ 

Pray, dear sir, what is next ? These powers will oon 
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tinue armed. Their arms inust hare emplo 3 nrBent. Poland 
was but a breakfast, and there are not many Polands to be 
found. Where will they dine ? After all our love of tran* 
quillity, and all expedients to preserve it, alas, poor Peace f 

TO WILLIAM BUEGH, ESQ.' 

Deae Sie, Westminster, Pebruary 9, 1775. 

I beg you will not think that my delay in returning 
you the proof-sheet of your most ingenious and most obliging 
dedication could proceed from a want of the liveliest sen- 
sibility to the great honour you have done me. I now 
return the proof with my sincerest and most grateful ac- 
knowledgment. 

Some topics are touched in that dedication^ on which I 
could wish to explain myself to you. I should have been 
glad to do it through Mr. Mason ; but to my great loss, on 
this and many other accounts, he left town suddenly. In- 
deed, at that time and ever since, the pressure of American 
business on one hand, and a petition against my election on 
the other, left me not a single minute at my disposal, and I 
have now little leisure enough to explain myself clearly on 
some points in that dedication, which I either misunderstand, 
or they go upjn a misapprehension of some part of my pub- 
lic conduct ; for which reason I wish, if I might presume to 
interfere, that they may be a little altered. 

It is certain that JL have, to the best of my power, sup- 
ported the establishment of the church, upon grounds and 
principles which I am happy to find countenanced by your 
approbation. This you* have been told ; but you have not 
beard that I supported also the petition of the dissenters, 
for a larger toleration than they enjoy at present under the 
letter of the act of King William. In fact, my opinion 
in favour of toleration goes far beyond the limits of that 
act, which was no more than a provision for certain sets 
of men, under certain circumstances, and by no means 
what is commonly called “an act of toleration.** I am 
greatly deceived, if my opinions on this subject are not 
consistent with the strictest and the best supported church 

‘ AnUior^f a scriptural confutation of Mr. Lindsey’s Apologry ; and, 
ef an inquiry into the belief of the Christians of the first three oeiiturion. 
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eBtablifibnient. I cannot consider our dissenters, of almora 
any kind, as scliismatics ; idiaterer some of their leaded 
might originally have been in thO eye of Him, who aloud 
knows whether they acted under the direction of such m 
conscience as they had, or at the instigation of pride and 
passion. There are many things amongst most of them 
which I rather dislike than dare to condemn. My ideas of 
toleration go far beyond even theirs. I would give a full 
civil protection, in which I include an immunity from all 
distun)ance of their public religious worship, and a power pf 
teaching in schools as well as temples, to Jews, Mahometans, 
and even Pagans ; especially if they are already possessed of 
those advantages by long and prescriptive usage, which is as 
sacred in this exercise of rignts as in any ether. Much 
more am I inclined to tolerate those whom I look upon as 
our brethren. I mean all those who profess our common 
hope, extending to all the reformed and unreformed churches, 
both at home and abroad ; in none of whom I find anything 
capitally amiss, but their mutual hatred of each other. I 
can never think any man a heretic, or schismatic, by educa» 
tion. It must be, as I conceive, by an act in which his otvn 
choice (influenced by blaineable passions) is more concerned 
than it can be by his early prejudices, and his being aggre- 
gated to bodies, for whom men naturally form a great degree 
of reverence and affection. This is riiy opinion, and my con- 
duct has been conformable to it. Another age will see it 
more general ; and 1 think that this, general affection to 
religion will never introduce indifference, but will rather 
increase real zeal, Christian fervour, and pious eibulation ; 
that it will make a common cause* against Epicurism, and 
eve^thing that corrupts the mind and renders it unworthy 
of its family.^ But toleration does not exclude national 
preference, either as to mode or opinions, and all the lawful 
and honest means which mjiy be used for the support of that 
preference. 

I should be happy to converse with you, and such as you, 
on these subjects, and to unlearn my mistaken opinions, if 
such they should be ; for, however erroneous, I heliera 
there is no evil ingredient in them. In looking over that 
dedication, if you should agree with me, that there are some 
‘ That is,— of its origin# 
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expressions that carry with an idea of my nnshing tnf 
ideas of church establishment “^^tirther than 1 do, you will 
naturally soften or change %hi|m accordingly. I do not know 
very well how to excuse the g^at liberty 1 take, in troubling 
you with observations, where I ought to speak only my ob- 
ligations. Be assured, that I feel myself extremely honoured 
by your good opinion, and shall be made very happy by your 
friendship. 

I am with the greatest esteem, &c. 


TO THE MAEQUI8 OF ROCKINGHAM. 

My dear Lord, August 23, 1776. 

When I was last in town, I wrote a short letter, by 
Mr. Thesiger. But I opened all I had in my thoughts so 
fully to Lord John Cavendish, who was then setting out for 
the north, that I do not know whether it be necessary to 
trouble your lordship any further upon the unhappy subject 
of that letter and conversation. However, if I did not write 
something on that subject, I should be incapable of writing 
at all. It has, I confess, taken entire possession of my mind. 

We are, at length, actually involved m that war which your 
lordship, to year infinite honour, has made so many efforts 
to keep at a distance. It has come upon us in a mannr more 
disagreeable and unpromising than the most gloomy prog- 
nostic had ever foretold it. Your lordship’s observation on 
the l^eneral temper of the nation at this crisis is certainly 
just. If any indication is to be taken from external appear- 
ances, the king is entirely satisfied with the present state of 
bis government. His spirits at his levees, at the play, every- 
where, seem to be remarkably good. His ministers, too, are 
perfectly at their ease. Most of them are amusing themselves 
m the country, while England is disfurnished of its forces in 
the face of armed Europe, and Gibraltar and Minorca are de- 
livered over to the custody of foreigners. They are at their 
ease relative to the only point which could give them anxiety, 
—they are assured of their places. 

As to the good people or England, they seem to partako 
eveiy day,«^ioTe and more, of the character of that adminis- 
tration which they have been induced to tolerate. I am satis* 



m 


XETTimS. 


fied, that within a few yeara there has been a great chand 
in the national character. We seem no longer that eagra 
inquisitive, jealous, fiery people, which we have been formerlj| 
and which, we have been a very short time ago. The* peopll 
look back, without pleasure or indignation; and forwardl 
without hope or fear. No man commends the measures! 
which have been pursued, or expects any good from those 
which are in preparation ; but it is a cold, languid opinion, 
like what men discover in affairs that do not concern them. 
It excites to no passion ; it prompts to no action. 

In all this state of things 1 find my observation and intel- 
ligence perfectly agree with your lordship’s. In one point, 
indeed, I have the misfortune to differ. 1 do not thina that 
weeks, or even months, or years, wdll bring t^e monarch, the 
ministers, or the people, to feeling. To bring the people to 
a feeling, such a feeling, I mean, as tends to amendment or 
alteration of system, there must be plan and management. 
All direction of public humour and opinion must originate in 
a few. Perhaps a good deal of that humour and opinion 
must be owing to such direction. Events supply materials ; 
times furnish dispositions ; but conduct alone can bring them 
to bear to any useful purpose. I never yet knew an instance 
of any general temper in the nation, that might not have been 
tolerably well traced to some particular persons. If things 
are left to themselves, it is my clear opinion that a nation 
may slide down fair and softly from the highest point of 
grandeur and prosperity to the lowest, state of imbecility and 
meanness, without any one’s marking a particular peridd in 
this declension, vrithout asking a question about it, or in tbe 
least speculating on any of the inntlraerable acts which have 
stolen in this silent and insensible revolution. Every event 
so prepares tbe subsequent, that, when it arrives, it produces 
no surprise, nor any extraordinary alarm. I am certain that 
if pains, great and immediate pains, are not taken to prevent 
it, such must, be the fate of ttiis country. We look to the 
merchants in vain — ^they are gone from us, and from them* 
selves. They consider America as lost, and they look to 
administration for an indemnity. Hopes are accordin^r 
held out to them, that some equivalent for their debts will 
be provided. In the mean time, the leading men amono 
them are kept full fed with contracts, and remittance^ ara 
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ftbs of all descriptioiis ; and tbey are indelktigable in tbeir 
ndeaTours to keep the others quiet, with the prospect of 
fteir share in those emoluiUents, of which they see their ad* 
■sers idready so amply in possession. They all, or the great* 
mt number of them, be^n to snuff the cadaverous haut g<di 
■ lucrative war. War, indeed, is become a sort of imbstitute 
Kr commerce. The freighting business never was so lively, 
pa account of the prodigious taking up for transport service. 
Great orders for provisions ^d stores of all kinds, new cloth* 
ing for the troops and the intended six thousand Canadians, 
puts life intn the woollen manufacture ; and a number of men 
of war, ordered to be equipped, has given a pretence for such 
a quantity of nails and other iron work, as to Keen the midland 
parts tolerably guiet. All this, with the increaible increase 
of the northern market since the peace between Itussia and 
the Porte, keeps up the spirits of the mercantile world, and 
induces them to consider the American war, not so much 
their calamity, as their resource in an inevitable distress. 
This is the state of most, not of all the merchants. 

All this, bowe^^er, would not be of so much consequence. 
The great evil and danger will be the full and deciaed en- 
gagement of parlhunent in this war. Then we shall be 
thoroughly dipi^ed. and then there will be no way of getting 
out, but by dij^gricing England, or enslaving America. In 
that state, mk^i itry has a lease of power, as long as the war 
continues. The hinge between war and peace is, indeed, a 
dangerous juncture to^iinisters ; but a determined state of 
the (me or the other is a pretty safe position. When their 
(jause, however absurdly, is made the cause of the nation, the 
popular cry will be w itb them. The style will be, that their 
hands must be strengthened by an unreserved confidence. 
When that cry is once raised, and raised it infallibly will be, 
if not prevented, the puny voice of reason will not W heard. 
As sure as we have now an existence, if the meeting of par* 
liament should <;atch your lordship and your friends in an 
unprepared state, nothing but disgrace and ruin can attend 
the cause you are at the head of. Parliament will plunge 
over head and ears. They will vote the war with every sup- 
ply of domestic and foreign force. They will pass an act of 
attainder ;-^they will lay their hands upon the press. Th# 
ministers even procure addresses from those very nmr* 
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chants, who, last session, harassed them with petitions ; alld 
then, — ^what is left for us, but to spin out of our bowei|B, 
under the frowns of the court and the hisses of the poopft, 
the little slender thread of a peevish and captious oppositioM, 
unworthy of our cause and ourselves, and without credit! 
concurrence, or popularity in the nation ! J 

I hope I am as little awed out of my senses by the fear ofl 
▼ulgar opinion, as most of my acquaintance. I think, on a' 
fair occasion, I could look it in the face ; but speaking of the ] 
prudential consideration, we know that all opposition is ab- 
solutely crippled, if it can obtain no kind of support without 
doors. If this should be found impracticable, I must revert 
to my old opinion, that much the most effectual and much 
the most honourable course is, without the r obligation of a 
formal secession, to absent ourselves from parliament. My 
experience is worth nothing, if it has not made it as clear to 
me as the sun, that, in affairs like these, a feeble opposition 
is the greatest service which can be done to ministry ; and 
surely, if there be a state of decided disgrace, it is to add to 
the power of your enemies by every step you take to distress 
them. 

I am confident that your lordship considers my importu* 
nity with your usual goodness. Y ou will not attribute my 
earnestness to any improper cause. I shall, therefore, make 
no apology for urging, again and ajjain, how Accessary it is 
for your lordship and your great friends most seriously to 
take under immediate deliberation what you are to do in this 
crisis. Notliing like it has happened in your political life. 

I protest to God, I think that your reputation, your duty, 
and the duty and honour of us all, who profess your senti- 
ments, from the highest to the lowest of us, demand at this 
time one honest, hearty effort, in order to avert the heavy 
calamities that are impending; to keep our hands from 
blood, and, if possible, to keep the poor, giddy, thoughtless 
p^ple of our country from plunging headlong into this im- 
mouB war. If the attempt is necessary, it is honourable. 
You wiU, at least, have the comfort that nothing has been 
left undone, on your part, to prevent tbe worst mischief that 
can befall the public. Then, and not before, you may shake 
the dust from your feet, and leave the people and their 
leaders to their own conduct and fortune. 
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I see, indeed, many, many '’ifSculties in the way ; but we 
have known as great, or greater, give way to a regular series 
of judicious and active exertions. This is no time for taking 
public business in their course and order, and only as a part 
in the scheme of life, which comes and goes at its proper 
periods, and is mixed in with occupations and amusements. 
It calls for the whole of the best ot us ; and everything else, 
however just or even laudable at another time, ought to give 
way to this great, urgent, instant concern. Indeed, my dear 
lord, you are called upon in a very peculiar manner. Ame- 
rica is yours. You have saved it once, and you may very 
possibly save it again. The people of that country are wortn 
preserving ; and preserving, if possible, to England. I be- 
lieve your lordship remembers that last year or the year 
before, I am not sure which, you fixed your quarters for 
A while in London, and sent circular letters to your friends 
who were concerned in the business on which you came to 
town. It was on occasion of the Irish absentee-tax. Your 
friends met, and the attempt was defeated. It may be worth 
your lordship's consideration, whether you ought not, as 
soon as possible, to draw your principal friends together. 
It may be then examined, w^hether a larger meeting might 
not be expedient , to see whether some plan could not be 
thought of for doing something in the counties and towns. 
The October tuceting at Newmarket will be too late in the 
year, and then the business of the meeting would take up 
too much time from tl^o other. 

It*inighi be objected to doing anything in this immature 
condition of the public temper, that the interests of your 
lordshm’s friends might sufler in making an attempt, which 
might be vigorously and rather generally opposed and coun- 
terworked. On ordinary occasions this might be a matter of 
very serious consideration. The risk ought to be propor- 
tioned to the object ; but this is no ordinary occasion. In 
the first place, I lay it dow n that the present state of oppo- 
sition is so bad, that the worst judged and most untimely 
exertions would only vary the mode of its utter dissolution. 
Buch a stete of things justifies every hazard. But, supposing 
our condition better, w hat is an interest cultivated tor, but 
its aptnes%for public purposes ? And for what public pur- 
pose do gentlemen w^ait, that will be more worthy of the uaa 
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of all the interests they have ? I should certainly considl"^ 
the affair as desperate, if your success in such an effort A 
pended on anything like an unanimous concurrence in ti| 
nation. But in times of trouble, this is impossible. In sue! 
times, it is not necessary. A minority cannot make or can^ 
on a war ; but a minority, well composed and acting steadilyl 
may clog a war in such a manner, as to make it not very! 
easy to proceed. When you once begin to show yourselves,! 
many will be animated to join you, who are now faint and 
uncertain. Your adversaries will raise the spirit of your 
friends ; and the very contest will excite that concern and 
curiosity in the nation, the want of which is now the worst 
part of the public distemper. 

Lord John has given your lordship an ^account of the ^9 
scheme we talked over, for reviving the importance of l^y 
city of London, by separating the sound from the rotten w to 
tract-hunting part of the mercantile interest, uniting it wtion 
the corporation, and joining both to your lordship, T\ a^d 
are now some facilities attending such a design. Lord Ctaifio 
ham is, in a manner, out of the question ; and the court}! 
have lost, in him, a sure instrument of division in everyf 
public contest. Baker was chiefly relied on for our main^ 
part in this work. He was willing to do his part ; but, lol 
ne is called away to another part ; and if ho is not yet mar- r 
ried to Miss Conyers, he will in a very few days. This puts I 
U8 back. Nothing I believe can be done in it till the Duke i 
of Portland comes to town ; and then, we shall have a centre f 
to turn upon. Hand, of Leeds, and some other frifends, £ 
might feel the pulse of the people of Leeds and the adjacent ^ 
country. Jack Lee would not letdiis assistance be wanting 
on such an occasion, and in such a cause ; but if Sir George 
Savile could be persuaded to come forward • * ♦ 


I must instantly set off for Bristol. The enclosed will let 
your lordship see the necessity of it. The horrid expense of 
these expeditions would keep me at home ; but that city is 
going headlong to the dust, through the manoeuvres of the 
court and of the Tory party ; but principally through the 
absurd and paltry behaviour of my foolish colleague. I shall 
bo there on the 28th for the assixes ; as appearing to go on 
a particular occasion, may give me an excuse for not con- 
tinuing long in that quarter. 
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I Lave seen J. I), and PeT»n. The former, I helievej has 
Isuffered himself to be made a tool ; your lordship will soon 
fee him. The latter is steady for America. His account of 
She determined spirit and resolution of the people there 
l^eea with that w’^hich we have generally received. He 
rorings a very decent and manly petition from the conp-ess. 
lit mentions no specific conditions, but, in general, it is for 
^eace. Lord Chatham is the idol, as usual. I find by Penn 
that, in America, they have scarce any idea of the state of 
men and parties here, nor who are their friends or foes. To 
this he attributes much of their nonsense about the declara- 
toiT act. 

Just as I finished this sentence, the paper gives an account 
(to which I cannot help giving some credit) that a great 
battle is fought* near Boston, to the disadvantage of the un- 
happy Americans. Though this would add much to the 
difficulties of our present conduct, it makes no change in the 
necessity of doing something effectual before the meeting of 
parliament. 

Tour lordship will have the goodness to present, &c. <fcc. 

Edm. Bub&e. 


^0 JOHN BOUEKE, ESQ.^ 

My deab ^ohn, Beconsfield, Thursday, July 11, 1770. 

I do assure you that I do not want any of that un- 
critical friendliness and partiality which you ascribe to me, 
to induce me very much to like and admire what I ha\e read 
in the Gazetteer this nfomirig. The subject is very well 
handled ; the language remarkably neat anfi pure ; and I am 
sure the principles are honest and constitutional. I do not 
perhaps go all the length of thinking Mr. Wilkes’ promise 
i^uite a nullity. It is, I admit, never wise, perhaps not often 
justifiable, to make such engagements ; and cases may cer- 

* A. London merchant, descended from the same Norman stock as Mr. 
Edmund Burke. The subject was probably the desertion of Wilkes by 
many of his former friends, on his contesting, for the second time, the 
office of chamberlain of the city oi London with Mr. Hopkins, who wae 
^ected by a large majority. 
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tainly be put where the merit will lie in breaking theiii. Bpl 
if they are made, they ought to be kept ; and the mak^i 
ought to have looked into the propriety of making, and th|J( 
possibility of keeping them, when he made such declar^< 
tions. Such professors OTight to be held tight to thein 
promises, if it answered no other end than to make them 
cautious in deceiving the people. When, in the issue, it' 
may prove that some part of the deceit falls upon them- 1 
selves, it is proper to give them no sort of dispensation, and ' 
to allow' them no kind of evasion. Our friend is perhaps ^ 
too young to remember the origin of all this professing, 
promising, and testing; but he w^ould laugh if he knew 
that the w'olf is now howling in tlie snare which he had 
originally laid for hon(\st men. This traitor raised an 
outcry among that mob who have now surreiWered him over 
to his and their enemies, against all the honest part of the 
opposition, because they would not join him and his asso- 
ciates, in disclaiming the fair objects of ambition or ac- 
commodation, w heuever private honour or public principles 
admitted of them. We were put out of the question as 
patriots, stripped of all support from the multitude, and the 
alternative wildly and wickedly put between those wdio dis- 
claimed all employments, and the mere creatures of the 
court. They would hear of nobody else. So that nothing 
has happened, but what the} have chosen a^id prepared. 
Whenever they fail, the court must profit. I remember that 
the Slielburne faction acted just in the same manner; until, 
having overloaded the stomachs of the!r adherents, they^ere 
vomited up with loatliing and disgust. It was but a few 
months after Lord Shelbunu* had tfjd me gratis, (for nothing 
led to it,) that the people (always meaning the common 
people of London) w ere never in the wrong, that he and all 
his friends w’ere driven wdtli scorn out of that city. How- 
ever, I admit, w ith our worthy friend, that the baseness and 
corruptness of Mr. (Oliver and the livery is not much the 
less for the villany of him whom they have abandoned the 
first moment he could hope tu derive,’ from their protection, 
ease and comfort for his age. Let me wish my young friend, 
at his entrance into life, to dmw' a useful lesson from the 
unprincipled behaviour of a corrupt and licentious people: — 
that is, never to sacrifice his principles to the hop% of obtain- 
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mg t^ieir affections ; to regard and wish them ^ell, as a part 
of his fellow-creatures, whom his best instincts and his 
highest duties lead him to love and serve, but to put as little 
trust in them as in princes. Por what inward resource has 
he, when turned out of courts or hissed out of towu-halls, who 
has made their opiMons the only standard of what is right, 
and their favour the sole means of his happiness ? 1 have 
heard as yet nothing about our future engagement. Possibly 
the servant I have sent to Lord Eockingham may arrive 
before the post goes out. He is arrived, and I nave no 
answer. Lord Eockingham was not in town. 

I am, with the best regards of all here, 

Dear Bourke, 

^ Ever affectionately yours, 

Edm. Bubke. 

Our love to the occasionalist, but not server of occasions. 


TO THE EABL OE HILLSBOBOIJGH,' AND LOBD VISCOTJET 
STOEMONT, * 

TWO OF HIS majesty's PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE. 

Charles Street, St. James’s Square, 

Mt Lords, October 3, 1780. 

I think it the right and the duty of every subject of 
this kingdofh to communicate to his Majesty’s ministers 
intelligence of every matter, by which the king’s interest 
and honour, and that*of the nation, are likely to be affected. 

1?he chairman and deputy-chairman of the East India 
Company have come to a resolution of seizing upon, and 
delivering over to the discretion of their servants at Madras, 
the revenues of the king of Tanjore, — an ally of the Company, 
and, therefore, of the crown and nation of Hreat Britain, — 
'in direct violation of a solemn treaty, by which the Company 

‘ The Earl of Hillsborough, bom about 1718, died Oct. 1793. At 
the accession of George the Third he was continued a Privy Councillor 
in both kingdoms ; in 1763 was made first Commissioner of Trade and 
Plantations; in 1766 Joint Postmaster-General; in 1768 Secretary <rf 
State to the Colonies; and from 1779 to 1782 again Secretary of State. 
He appears to have been the private and confidential friend and advuer 
of the king ; and Adolphus says that when no longer Secretary of State 
to Cdlon!k}8, he continued to give his advice and assistance to the 
ministry, to whom his experience was of efiTectual service." 

VOL. Vlll. • 2 H 
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has engaged that none of their servants shall intermeddle ini 
the internal government of that prince. 

This very extraordinary and dangerous design, leading to 
a general waste and robbery of the only yet remaining native 
government, and the only flourishing country within the 
reach of our power in India, was carried through a very thin 
court of directors. 

It was carried through the very day after the sitting of a 
general court of the East India Company, without the least 
comiriunicatior^ to the body they act for ; and although that 
very general court had come to a resolution to take the whole 
of their aflairs into consideration on so early a day as the 
sixth of November next. 

It was carried through in the absence of Lprd North and 
both secretaries of the treasury, — though, upon representa- 
tions to his lordship, this business had been formerly stopped, 
and at a time when he is at so great a distance from town, as 
to make his interposition, or even any immediate application 
to him, utterly impracticable. 

It; was carried through immediately after Mr. William 
Burke, one of the king of Tanjore’s agents, had set off on a 
iourney over-land, with a letter from Lord North, written 
by the order of his Majesty, to whom tho king of Tanjore 
liad submitted his cause, and all his grievances ; and in the 
absence also of the Honourable Mr. Waldegraire, joined in 
agency with Mr. Burk(% who had before protested to the 
directors against that very predatory resolution, and desired 
to be Inward against it ; the king ot Tanjore himself having 
then a regular eoTn])laiut of grievances, and of extorting 
money in particular, before the Convpany. 

It W'as carried through in tiie recess of parliament, to 
which the said agents, in the last session, had prepared a 
petition ; which petition w as consented to be withneld, solely 
on the directors putting a stop to their ungrateful design. 

It was carried through at a time when the very servants 
of the Company, to whom tlu kingdom of Tanjore is to ba 
delivered, are under an inquiry of the court of the' veiy 
directors who deliver it to them, on but too just a suspicion 
cf peculation and other evil practices. 

And in order that no time should be allowed ^r the die 
senting directors, jiroprietors, or agents, or even for tho 
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king’s ministers to interfere, +hey resolved not to wait for the 
ships which are to depart, hut have prepared a person sud- 
de^y to go off over-land; so that if this desip^n had not 
been providentially discovered, it was very possible that on 
the evening of the day on which the king of Tanjore was 
rejoicing on the receipt of a gracious letter from the king’s 
minister, written by his Majesty’s order, he might find his 
revenues forcibly seized on, in violation of the treaty, by an 
order of the directors, to the infinite scandal of the honour, 
justice, and policy of the British nation. 

It is necessary to lay a matter of this high and criminal 
nature, pursued in this extraordinary manner, before his 
Majesty’s servants ; the crown claiming on the part of the 
public a righ^ in the possessions and territorial revenues of 
the Company, and the time for renewal of the charter now 
approaching. 

I humbly venture to suggest, that it is incumbent on 
his Majesty’s ministers that so material a revolution, involv- 
ing the public faith and the obligation of treaties, together 
with the welfare of so great a part of the strength of G-reat 
Britain, should not be made but on the fullest and most im- 

f )artial consideraoiou ; or that kings and kingdoms, and the 
ives and properties of millions of innocent people, should 
not be passed •iW''/, by obscure and collusive practices, be- 
tween any •confederacies of men for their private interest 
and emolument, with much less ceremony than the family 
settlement of a cott{^ge is made or altered. 

i make no apology for troubling your lordships with, the 
notification of so dangerous a proceeding, knowing your de- 
sire of obtaining information from every quarter, in any 
matter that relates to his Majesty’s service. On this well- 
grounded assurance, I am ready to wait on your lordships at 
any time you may be pleased to appoint, to lay before you, 
on the most authentic grounds, the futility and fraud oi the 
pretence on which a violence of this extent is attempted by 
the Company’s servants in India, and thus privately, without 
hearing or notice, consented to by their servants, here. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, my 
lords, Your lordships’ most obedient and most 

humble Servant, 

Ej>m. BvnsM. 


2 H 2 
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TO BB. BENJiLMIK EBAKBLIK. 

Dbab Sib, August, 1781. 

I feel as an honest man and as a good citizen ought 
to feel, the calamities of the present unhappy war. ®ie 
only part, however, of those calamities which personally 
affects myself is, that I have been obliged to discontinue my 
intercourse with you ; but that one misfortune I must con- 
sider as equivalent to many. I may, indeed, with great 
truth, assure you, that your friendship has always been an 
object of my ambition ; and that, if a high and very sincere 
esteem for your talents and virtues could give me a title to 
it, I am not wholly unworthy of that honour. I flatter 
myself that your belief in the reality of th^pe sentiments 
will excuse the liberty I take, of laying before you a matter 
in which I have no small concern. The application I make 
originates wholly from myself, and has not been suggested to 
me by any person whatsoever. 

I have lately been informed with great certainty, and with 
no less surprise, that the congress have made an application 
for the return of my friend General Burgoyne to captivity 
in A merica, at a time when the exchange of almost all the 
rest of the convention officers has been completed. It is 
true that this requisition has been for the present with- 
drawn ; but then, it may be renewed at every iftstant ; and 
no arrangement has been made or proposed, which may pre- 
vent a thing on all accounts so very disagreeable, as to see 
the most opposite interests conspiring in the persecution of 
a man, formed, by the unparalleled candour and moderation 
of his mind, to unite the most dise.ordknt parties in his favour. 

I own this proceeding of the congress fills me with astimish- 
ment. I am persuaded that some unusually artful manage- 
ment, or very unexampled delusion, has operated to produce 
an effect which cannot be accounted for on any of the ordi- 
nary principles of nature or of policy. 

I shall not enter into the particulars of the convention 
under which this claim is made, nor into the construction of 
it, nor the execution. I am not, perhaps, capable of doing 
justice to the merits of the cause ; and if I were, I am not 
disposed to put them upon any ground of argumen^^, because 
(whatever others might and pcssibly ought to do) I am not 
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pleading a point of strict riglrt,but appealing to voup known 
principles of honour and generosity, with the tteedom and 
privileges of an old friendship ; and as I suppose you per- 
fectly acquainted with the whole history of the extraordinary 
treatment General Burgoyne has met with, I am resolved 
not to show so much distrust in so sound a memoiy and so 
good a judgment as yours, as to attempt to refresh the one 
or to lead the other. 

I am ready to admit that General Burgoyne has been and 
(as far as what is left him will suffer) is a very affectionate 
and a very jealous servant of the crown ; and that in America 
he acted as an officer of the king (so long as fortune favoured 
him) with great abilities, and distinguished fidelity, activity, 
and spirit. Ifou, my dear sir, who have made such astonisn- 
ing exertions in the cause which you espouse, and are so 
deeply read in human nature and in human morals, know 
better than anybody, that men will and that sometimes they 
are bound to take very different views and measures of their 
duty from local and from professional situation ; and that we 
may all have equal merit in extremely different lines of con- 
duct. Tou know that others may deserve the whole of your 
admiration in a cause, in which your judgment leads you to 
oppose them. But whatever may be our opinions on the 
origin of this fatal war, I assure you. General Burgoyne has 
the merit of ne\ er having driven it on with violence, or fos- 
tered or kept it alive by any evil arts, or aggravated its na- 
tural mischiefs by unnecessary rigour ; but has behaved on 
all^occasionfi with that temper which becomes a great military 
character, which loves nothing so well in the profession, as 
the means it so frequently furnishes of splendid acts of 
generosity and humanity. 

Tou have heard of the sacrifices he has made to his nice 
eense of honour on this side of the water — sacrifices far 
beyond the just demands of the principle to which they were 
made. This has been no advantage to the country where he 
was piqued to it. Shall America, too, call for sacrifices that 
are still more severe, and of full as little advantage to those 
who demand them ? I know the rigour of political necessity ; 
but I see here as little of necessity, or even expedience, ^ 
of propr^ty. I know the respect that is due to idl public 
bodies ; but none of them are exempt from mistake ; and the 
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most disrespectful thing that can be done towards them k 
to suppose them incapable of correcting an error. 

If I were not fully persuaded of your liberal and manly 
way of thinking, I should not presume, in the hostile situ- 
ation in which f stand, to make an application to you. But 
in this piece of experimental philosophy I run no risk of 
offending you. I apply not to the ambassador of America, 
but to 5r. Franklin, the philosopher, — the friend and the 
lover of his species. In that light, whatever colour politics 
may take,^ 

I shall ever have the honour to be, 

Dear Sir, &c. &c. 

Edm. Burke. 

TO PUILIP FEiLNCIS, ESQ. 

Mt dear Sir, Gerard Street, February 20, 1790, 

I sat up rather late at Carlton House, and on my re- 
turn hither I found your letter on my table. I have not 

' Franklin replied to this letter as follows 
Sir, Passy, October 15, 1781. 

I received but a few days ago your very friendly letter of August 
last, on the subject of General Burgoyne. 

Since the foolish part of mankind Avill make wars from time to time 
with each other, not having sense enough otherwise to settle their differ- 
ences, it certainly becomes the wiser part, who cannot prevent these wars, 
to alleviate as much as possible the <;alamities attending them, 

Mr. Burke always stood high in niy esteem f his affectionate concern 
for his friend renders him still m«iro amiable, and makes tli© honour he 
does me in admitting me of the number still more precious. 

1 do not think the congress have any wish to persecute General Bur- 
goyne. I never heard till I received /our letter that they had recalled 
him. If they have made such a resolution, it must be, I suppose, a con- 
ditional one ; — to take place in case their offer of exchanging him for Mr. 
Laurens should not be accepted — a teeoluUon intended to enforce that 
offer. 

I have just received an authentic copy of the resolve containing that 
offer, and authorizing me to make it. As 1 have no communication with 
your ministers, I send it enclosed to you. If you can find any metins of 
negotiating this business, I am sure the restoring another worthy man to 
his (kmily and friends will be an addition to your pleasure. 

With great and invariable respect and afi'ection, 

I am. Sir, 

Voui most humble and most obedient Servtnt, 

B. Framkuh 
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Kept since. You wiB, theref^^re, excuse me if you find any- 
thing confused, or otherwise expressed than I could wish, m 
bpeaSing upon a matter which interests you from your regard 
^tome. There are some things in your letter for whidi I 
must thank you ; there are others w^hich I must answer ; — 
some things bear the mark of friendly admonition j others 
bear some resemblance to the tone of accusation. 

You are the only friend I have who will dare to give me 
advice ; I must, therefore, have something terrible’ in me, 
which intimidates all* others who know me from giving me 
the only imequivocal mark of their regard. Whatever this 
rough and menacing manner may be, I must search myself 
upon it ; and when I discover it, old as T am, I must endea- 
vour to correct it. I flattered myself, however, that you at 
least would not have thought my other friends justified in 
withholding from me their services of this kind. You cer- 
tainly do not always convey to me your opinions with the 
greatest tenderness and management ; and yet I do not re- 
collect, since I first had the pleasure of your accjuaintance, 
that there has been a heat or a coolness of a single day^s 
duration, on my side, during that whole time. I believe 
your memory cannot present to you an instance of it. I ill 
deserve friends, 1 throw them away on account of the can- 
dour and simplicHy of their good nature. In particular you 
know, that# you have in some instances favoured me with 
your instructions relative to things I was preparing for the 
public. If I did imt in every instance agree with you, I 
tlfink you had, on tne whole, sufficient proofs of my docility, 
to mate you believe that I received your corrections, not 
on^ without ofience, but wnth no small degree of gratitude. 

lOur remarks upon the first two sheets of my Paris letter 
relate to the composition and the matter. The composition, 
you say, is loose, and I am quite sure of it : — I never intended 
it should be otherwise. For, purporting to be, what in truth 
it originally was — a letter to a friend, I had no idea of di- 
gesting it in a systematic order. The style is open to cor- 
rection, and wants it. My natural style of writing is some- 
what careless, and I should be happy in receiving your advice 
towards making it as little vicious as such a style is capable 
of bein^made. The general character and colour of a style, 
wiuicb grows out of the writer’s peculiar turn of mind and 
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liabit of expressing liis thoughts, must he attended to in all] 
corrections. It is not the insertion of a piece of stuff, though 
of a better kind, which is at all times an improvement. 

Tour main objections are, however, of a much deeper na- 
ture, and go to the political opinions and moral sentiments 
of the piece ; in which I find, though with no sort of sur- 


it in the wind, and my taste sickens at it.” This anticipated 
stench, that turns your stomach at such a distance, must be 
nauseous indeed. You seem to think I shall incur great 
(and not wholly undeserved) infamy, by this publication. 
This makes it a matter of some delicacy to njp, to suppress 
what I have written ; for I must admit in my own feelings, 
and in that of those who have seen the piece, that my senti- 
ments and opinions deserve the infamy with which they are 
threatened. If they do not, I know nothing more than that 
I oppose the prejudices and inclinations of many people. 
This 1 was well aware of from the beginning ; and it was in 
order to oppose those inclinations and prejudices that I pro- 

C d to publish my letter. 1 really am perfectly astoni^ed 
you could dream, with my paper in your hand, that I 
found no other cause than the beauty of the (jueen of France 
(now, I suppose, pretty much faded) for disapproving the 


conduct whicti has been held towards her, and for expressing 
my own particular feelings. 1 am not, to order the natunu 
sympathies of my own heart, and of every honest breast,*'to 
wait until all the jokes of all the anecdotes of the coffee- 
houses of Paris, and of the dissenting meeting-houses of Lon- 
don, are scoured of all the slander of those who calumniate 
persons, that afterwards they may murder them with im- 
punity. I know nothing of your story of Messalina. Am I 
obliged to prove juridicmly toe virtues of all those I shall see 
suffering every kind of wrong, and contumely, and ridt of 
life, before I endeavour to interest others in their Buffenngs, 
— and before I endeavour to excite horror against midni^t 
assassins at back-stairs, and their more wicked abettors in 
pulpits P What ! — Are not high rank, great splendour of 
descent, great personal elegance and outward accomplish* 
ments, ingredients of moment in forming the interest we taka 
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Btbe misfortunes of men ? Tbe minds of those who do not 
W thus are not even systematically right. What's He- 
■ma to him, or he to Hecuba, that he should weep for her P" 
JhWhy, — ^because she was Hecuba, the queen of Troy, — the 
mi£d of Priam, — and suffered, in the close of life, a thousand 
ialamities! I felt too for Hecuba, when I read the fine 
tragedy of Euripides upon her sto^ ; and I never inquired 
mto the anecdotes of the court or city of Troy, before I gave 
[way to the sentiments which the author wished to inspire ; — 
nor do I remember that* he ever said one word of her virtue. 
It is for those who applaud or palliate assassination, regicide, 
and base insult to women of illustrious place, to prove the 
crimes (in^ sufferings) which they allege, to justify their own. 
But if they havp proved fornication on any such woman, — 
taking the manners of the world, and the manners of France, 
— I shall never put it in a parallel with assassination ! — N o : I 
have no such inverted scale of faults, in my heart or my head. 

You find it perfectly ridiculous, and unfit for me in par- 
ticular, to take these things as my ingredients of commisera- 
tion. Pray why is it absurd in me to think, that the 'chival- 
rous spirit whicn dictated a veneration for women of condition 
and or beauty, without any consideration whatever of enjoy- 
ing them, was the groat source of those manners which have 
been the pride and Ornament of Europe for so many ages ? 
And am I not^to mment that I have lived to see those man- 
ners extinguished in so shocking a manner, by means of 
speculations of finance, and the f^se science of a sordid and 
degefierate philosophy ? I tell you again, — that the recol- 
lection of the manner in which i saw the queen of France, 
in the year 1774, and the contrast between that brilliancy, 
splendour, and beauty, with the prostrate homage of a nation 
to her, — and the abominable scene of 1789, which I was de- 
scribing, — did draw tears from me and wetted my paper. 
These tears came again into my eyes, almost as often as I 
looked at the description ; — ^they may again. You do not 
believe this fact, nor that these are my real feelings ; but that 
the whole is affected, or, as you express it, downright foppery. 
My friend, — I tell you it is truth ; and that it is true, and 
will be truth, when you and 1 are no more ; and will exist 

* The MS#of this letter is not the onginsl* and probably there hat 
been some error in copying thes*» words 
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tui long as men with their natural feelings shall exist. Ml 
shall say no more on this foppery of mine. Oh ! by the waw, 
you ask me how long I have been an admirer of Germal|p 
ladies ? Always the same. Present me the idea of suclli 
massacres about any German lady here, and such attempt® 
to assassinate her, and such a triumphant procession fromB 
Windsor to the Old Jewry, and I assure you, I shall be quitef 
as full of natiu*al concern and just indignation. I 

As to the other points, they deserve serious consideration, 
and they shall have it. I certainly* cannot profit quite so 
much by your assistance as if we agreed. In that case, every 
correction would be forwarding the design. We should work 
with one common view. But it is impossible that any man 
can correct a work according to its true spiri^, who is opposed 
to its object, or can help the expression of what he thinks 
should not be expressed at all. 

1 should agree with you about the vileness of the contro- 
versy with such miscreants as the “ Kevolution Society and 
the “ National Assembly and I know very well that they, 
as well as their allies, the Indian delinquents, will darken the 
air with their arrows. But I do not yet think they have the 
advowson of reputation. I shall try that point. My dear 
sir, you think of nothing but controversies ; “ I challenge 
into the field of battle, and retire defeated, &c.’* If their 
having the last word be a defeat, they most *a88uredly w'ill 
defeat me. But I intend no controversy with Dr. Price, or 
Lord Shelburne, or auy other of their^set. I mean to set in 
full view the danger from their wicked principles and iiheir 
black heai’ts. 1 intend to state the true principles of our 
constitution in church and state, <upon grounds opposite to 
theirs. If any one be the better for the example made of 
them, and for this exposition, well and good. I mean to do 
my best to expose them to the hatred, ridicule, and cqntemi^t 
ot the whole world ; as 1 always shall expose such calumni* 
ators, hyj)ocritea, so were of sedition, and approvers of mturder 
and all its triumphs. When I have done that, they may have 
the field to themselves ; and I care very little how fhey tri- 
umph over me, since I hope they will not be able to draw 
me at their heels, and carry my head in triumph on their 
poles. 

1 have been interrupted, and have said enou^. Adieu I 
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believe me always sensible of your friendship ; though it is 
impossible that a greater diflferenee can exist on earth than, 
imiortunately for me, there is on those subjects, between 
jour sentiments and mine. 

Edm. BvtLKB. 


TO CAPTAIN WOODPOEI).* 

Sib, Duke Street, St. James’s, February 11th, 1791. 

I must beg your^favourable interpretation of my long 
silence. I have really been engaged in business which has 
occupied my whole mind, and made me somewhat negligent 
in tne attentions which are most justly due from me. 
Amongst these J must reckon what I owe to you, for your 
communication of the sentiments of the Abb^ Maury, and 
for the very polite and obliging manner in which you have 
made that communication. 

I have to thank you for the excellent speeches of the 
Abbd, which, until your goodness furnished me with them, 
I had never read. I had never before seen anything of his, 
which could furnish a proper idea of* his manner of treating 
a subject. I had seen him only in detached pieces ; and 
sometimes, I apprehend, under the disadvantage of a repre- 
sentation of his enemies. Even in that form, I thought I 
perceived the^ traces of a superior mind. The pieces which 
you have been so kind to put in my hands have more than 
justified the ideas I had formed of him from reputation. I 
find there a bold, manly, commanding, haughty tone of elo- 
quence, free and rapid, and full of resources ; but admiring 
as I do his eloquence, I •admire much more his unwearied 
perseverance, his invincible constancy, his firm intrepidity, 
nis undaunted courage, and his noble defiance of vulgar 
opinion and popular clamour. These are real foundations of 
glory. Whenever he shall get rid of the dangers of his in- 
violability, and shall wish to relax in the ease and free inter- 
course of this land of slavery (in which he has nothing to 
dread from a committee of researches, or the excellent laws 
of lese^nation), he shall, with a very sincere and open heart, 
receive from me the accolade chevalereaqtie^ which ne oonde- 
• 

* Captain Woodford, probably, had lately just retained froK Paria. 
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Eeends to desire ; for he hae acquitted himself en prem crfld 
HaUeTy and as a valiant champion in the cause of honoiilr 
virtue, and noble sentiments, — ^in the cause of his king an|l< 
his country, — ^in the cause of law, religion, and liberty. Bf|| 
pleased only to express my sorrow, that the mediocrity of m^ 
situation, and the very bad French which I speak, will neitheij 
of them suffer me to entertain him with the distinction I should! 
wish to show him. I will do the best I can. I have had thej 
Count de Mirabeau in my house; will he submit afterwards! 
to enter under the same roof ? I ^ill have it purified and 
expiated, and I shall look into the best formulas from the ' 
time of Homer downwards, for that purpose. I will do| 
everything but imitate the Spaniard, wno burned his house 
because the Connetable de Bourbon had bepn lodged in it. 
That ceremony is too expensive for my finances. Anything 
else I shall readily submit to for its purification ; for I am 
extremely superstitious, and think his coming into it was of 
evil augury ; w’orse, a great deal, than the crows, which the 
Abb4 will find continually flying about me. It is his having 
been in so many prisons in France that has proved so omin- 
ous to them all. Let fhe Hall of the National Assembly 
look to itself, and take means of averting the same ill aus- 
pices that threaten it. They are a fine nation that send their 
monarchs to prison, and take their successors from the jails ! 
The birth of such monsters has made me as Bwperstitious as 
Livy. A friend of mine, just come from Paris, tells me he 
was present when the Count de Mii^beau — I beg his par- 
don, — Mr. Eicquetti,^ thought proper to entertain the assem- 
bly with his opinion of me. 1 only answer him by referring 
him to the wobld’s opinion oi him. I have the happiness 
not to be disapprovea by my sovereign. I can bear the 
frowns of Eicquetti the First, who is theirs. I am safe under 
the British laws. I do n*t intend to put myself in the way 
of his inquisition, or of his lanteme ; which I consider as 
much more dangerous to honest men, though not to him, 
than the Bastile was former:/. If I were to ^o to France, I 
should think the government of Louis the Sixteenth much 
more favourable to liberty than that of their present king, 
Eicquetti the First. In one thing, indeed, I ^d him, 

^ Bicquetti was the family name of Mirabeaa, and whicL daring tbs 
Bevoluliea lie osed in preference. 
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though he was a had subject, to at least a kind soyexeign ; 
since, in speaking of me, he has done it in the only way 
which could contribute either to my satisfaction or reputa- 
tion. To be the subject of M. Eicquetti’s invectives and of 
Abb^ Maury’s approbation at the same time, is an honour to 
which little can be added. Mirabeau, in his jail, would be 
an object of my pity ; on his throne (which, by the sport of 
fortune, may be the reward of what commonly leads to what 
I do n’t choose to name) he is the object of my disdain. 
For vice is never so odious, and to rational eyes never so 
contemptible, as when it usurps and disgraces the natural 

E lace of virtue ; and virtue is never more amiable to all who 
ave a true taste for beauty, than when she is naked, and 

a ed of all tjhe borrowed ornaments of fortune. Mons. 

3s and AbD4 Maury have derived advantages to their 
fame from their disasters, which they never could have had 
from the most prosperous event of their conflicts ; which, 
however, I wish may confb in the end, not for their own 
sakes, but for the benefit of mankind. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. 

Edm. Bueke, 


TO lOED OBENTILLE. 

^ Beconsfield, August 18th, 1792. 

I DO not know whether I can perfectly justify myself 
in venturing to trouble your lordship, in my imperfect state 
of knowledge, with any suggestions of mine. But I trust, 
that however weak you may find my notions, you will believe 
that they are formed with general good intentions, and that 
they are laid before you with all possible respect to yourself 
and to your colleagues, and with real good wishes for what- 
ever may contribute to your reputation in the conduct of the 
kW’s business. 

^e late shocking, though long expected, event at Paris, 
has rendered, in my opinion, every step that shall be taken 
with regard to France, at this conjuncture, extremely de- 
licate. 

The part of a neutral power is, in itself, delicate ; but par- 
ticularly b(^ in a case in which it is impossible to suppose 
tibAt, in this neutrality, there should not be some 
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wbh in favour of one of the parties in the contest. The con- 
dnct of such a power will he looked up to with hope and fear 
during the contention. Everything which such a power 
says or does, will be construed by an application to the cir- 
cumstances. 

The present circumstances are an attack upon the king of 
France^s palace ; the murder of all who were found in it ; 
the imprisonment of the king ; his suspension, stated by the 
faction itself as a deposition ; acts of violence which have 
obliged the majority of the natioaial assembly to absent 
themselves from their functions ; add to these, the intention, 
not in the least ambiguous, of bringing the king and queen 
to a trial ; the resolution expressed by many of putting them 
to death, with or wdtimut that formality. Tiie effect of these 
things, from their very nature, and from th% nature of men, 
as w'ell as from the principle on which they are done, at a 
time w’hen theories are rashly formed, and readily pass from 
speculation into practice, and when ill examples, at all times 
apt to infect, arc so unusually contagious, it is unnecessar)' 
for me to state to one of your lordship’s sagacity and pene- 
tration. 

This last revolution, whatever name it may assume, at 
present bears no one charact(‘r of a national act. It is 
the act only of some desperate persons, inhabitants of 
one city only, instigating and hiring at aneenormous ex- 
pense the lowest of the people, to destroy the monarch 
and the monarchy, with whatever else is respectable in so- 
ciety. Not one oiliccr of the uatioiiaf guards of Paris, whidh 
officers are composed of nothing higher than good tradesmen, 
has appeared in this business. It not yet adopted tbrougb- 
out France by any one chiss of people. No regular govern- 
ment of any countrv has yet an object with which they can 
decently treat in f'ramx, or to which they can rationally 
make any official declaration wliatsoever. 

In such a state of things, to address the present heads of the 
insurrection, put by them into the nominal administrative 
departments of state office, is to give a direct sanction to 
their authority on the part of the court of Great Britain. 
To this time, the king of France’s name has appeared to 
every public act and instrument ; and all office transactions 
to our court, and to every other foreign court, hkve appear- 
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ed in their usual form. If we pleased, it was in our power 
to shut our eyes to everything else ; but this is now no 
longer possible. I should, therefore, beg leave to submit it 
to consideration, whether to recognise the leaders in the late 
murderous insurrection as the actual governors of France 
is not, at best, a little premature. Perhaps it may be a 
doubt, as a matter of sound policy, whether more would not 
be lost by this hasty recognition on the side of the great, 
settled, and acknowledged powers, than we can hope to gain 
by pressing to pay our«court to this, at best, unformed and 
embryo potentate. I take it for granted, that it will not be 
easy for Lord Gower ^ to continue in his present situation. 
If it were even thought for the dignity of this crown, no 
man of honour and spirit would submit to it. It is a sacri- 
fice too great t<f be made, of all generous and noble feeling. 
I should humbly propose it for consideration, whether, on 
his retreat, great reserve ought not to be used with regard 
to any declaration. If any person standing in the place of a 
minister should apply to him for an explanation, he ought, in 
ray poor opinion, to be absolutely silent. But if that should 
not be thought the best course, he might say that he had 
had leave to return on his private affairs. The king of Spain 
has no minister at Paris, yet his neutrality has hitherto been 
complete. The neutrality of this court has already been 
more than oi^e t^eclared. At this moment^ any over-prompt 
and affected new declaration on that subject, made to the 
persons who have lately vaulted into the seat of government, 
afbe» committing so many atrocious acts, and threatening 
more, would have all the force and effect of a declaration in 
their favowr. Although it should be covered with mollifying 
expressions with regard to the king’s personal safety (which 
will be considered as nothing but a sacrifice to decorum and 
ceremony, and as mere words of course), it will appear to 
the Jacobin faction os a direct recommendation to their medi- 
tated act of regicide ; knowing, as the world does, their dis- 
positions, their menaces, their preparations, and the whole 
tram of the existing circumstances. In that case, to say, 
“ I hope you mean no ill, and I recommend it to you to do 
no ill, out do what you please, you have nothing to fear from 


Ai thU time our ambassador at Paris. 
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mb/* would be plainly to call upon them to proceed to any 
lei^bs their wickedness might carry them. 

ft is a great doubt with me, whether a declaration to this 
new power, a creature almost literally of yesterday, and a 
creature of treasonable and murderous riot of the lowest 
people in one city, is not a substantial breach of the neutral- 
ity promised to the power to whom originally the neutrality 
was assured, on the interposition of foreign powers ; namely, to 
the most Christian king. To take the first opportunity, with 
the most extraordinary haste, to remove all fears from the 
minds of his assassins, is tantamount to taking a part against 
him. Much I fear, that though nothing could be more re- 
mote from the intention of this court, yet if such a de- 
claration were made, and if the act of atrocity apprehended 
should actually take place, we shall be considered as ready 
accomplices in it, and a sort of accessaries before the fact ; 
particularly when no declaration on the part of our court has 
been called for by the new power, and that, as yet, they 
have no minister at this court. If the step of the recall of 
our minister (supposing such a step in contemplation) should 
produce any fears in them, I see no use in removing those 
fears. On our part, the navy of France is not so formidable 
that I think we have any just ground of apprehension that 
she will make war upon us. It is not the enmity, but the 
friendship of France that is truly terrible. intercourse, 
her example, the spread of her doctrines, are the most dread- 
ful of her arms. 

I do not see what a nation loses in reputation or in ssf^y, 
by keeping its conduct in its t)wn power. I think sudn a 
stote of freedom in the use of a iqoral and political reserve 
in such unheard-of circumsiances can be well justified to 
any sovereign abroad, or to any person or party at home. I 
perceive that much pains are taken by the Jacobins of Eng- 
land to propagate a notion, that one state has not a right to 
interfere according to its discretion in the interior affairs of 
another. This strange notion can only be supported by a 
confusion of ideas, and by not distinguishing the caSe of re- 
bellion and sedition in a neighbouring country, and taking a 
part in the divisions of a country when they do prevail, and 
are actually formed. In the first case there is undoubtedly 
more difficulty than in the second, in which there is dearly 
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uo difficulty at all. To interff^re in such dissensions requires 
great prudence and circumspection, and a eerious attention 
to justice, and to the policy of one’s own country, as well as 
to that of Europe. But an abstract principle of public law, 
forbidding such interference, is not supported by the reason 
of that law, nor by the authorities on the subject, nor by the 
practice of this- kingdom, nor by that of any civilized nation 
in the world. This nation ovres its laws and liberties, bis 
Majesty owes the throne on which he sits, to the contrary 
principle. The severai treaties of guarantee to the Protest- 
ant succession, more than once reclaimed, affirm the principle 
of interference, which in a manner forms the basis of the 
public law in Europe. A more mischievous idea cannot ex- 
ist, than that any degree of wickedness, violence, and op- 
pression may prevail in a country, that the most abomin- 
able, murderous, and exterminating rebellions may rage in 
it, or the most atrocious and bloody tyranny may domineer, 
and that no neighbouring power can take cognizance of either, 
or afford succour to the miserable sufferers. 

I trust your lordship will have the goodness to excuse 
the freedom taken by an old member of parliament. The 
habits of the House of Commons teach a liberty, perhaps 
improper, with regard to office. But be assured, there is 
nothing in mine t^t has the smallest mixture of hostility ; 
and it will, i trust, appear that my motives are candid and 
friendly, if ever this affair should come into discussion in the 
House of Commons, ^nd I should feel myself called on to 
deliver my opinions. If I were, as formerly I have been, in 
systematic opposition (most assuredly I am not so now), I 
had much rather, according to my practice in more instances 
than one, respectfully to state a doubt to ministers whilst a 
measure is depending, than to r^roach them afterwards with 
its consequences in my place. What I write Will, I hope, at 
worst, be thought the intrusion of an importunate friend. I 
am thoroughly convinced that the faction of the English Ja- 
cobins, though a little under a cloud for the present, is 
neither destroyed nor disheartened. The fire is still alive 
under the ashes. Every encouragement, direct or indirect, 
given to their brethren in France stirs and animates the 
embers. So sure as we have an existence, if these things 
should go Sn in France, as go on they may, so sure it is ilmt 

VOL viu • 2 «, * 
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in the ripeness of their time, the same tragedies will he acted 
in Endand. Carra, and Condorcet, and Santerre, and 
Manuel, and Petion, and their brethren the Priestleys, the 
Coopers, and the Watts — the deputies of the body of the 
dissenters and others at Manchester, who embraced Carra in 
the midst of the Jacobin club ; — the revolution-society that 
received Petion in London ; — the whole race of the affiliated^ 
who are numerous and powerful, whose principles, disposi- 
tions, and wishes are the very same, are as closely connected 
as ever ; and they do not fail to mark^and to use everything 
that shows a remissness, or any equivocal appearance, in go- 
vernment, to their advantage. I conceive that the Duke 
of Brunswick is as much fighting the battle of the crown of 
England as the Duke of Cumberland did at Culloden. I 
conceive that any unnecessary declarations oh our part will 
be to him, and to those w^ho are disposed to put a bound to 
the empire of anarchy and assassination, a signal discourage- 
ment. The cause of iny dread, and perhaps over-officious, 
anxiety at this time, has arisen from what (you will have 
the goodness to pardon me) I thought rather too much readi* 
ness to declare on other occasions. Perhaps I talk of a thing 
:aot at all in contemplation. If no thoughts of the kind 
have been entertained, your lordship will be pleased to con- 
sider this as waste paper. It is, at any rate, but as a hint to 
yourself, and requires no answer. ♦ 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

. Edm. Bubkb. 


TO MRS. CREWE.* 

Mt deab Madam, No date. Probably the end of I794t» 
Mrs. Burke has shown me what you have written 
about the conversations which came to your ears relative to 
the allowance which the committee makes to the Erench 
clergy. To be sure, those who go about begging must ex- 
pect to hear, and they ough^- patiently to bear, a gi^t many 
churlish things. One object to many people, either in giving 
or refusing, is to exercise a sort of power. It is a sort of 

* Wife of John Crewe, Esq., many years M. P. for Cheshire, 
raised to the peeraw In 1806. Her portrait was painted Sir Joahsia 
Reynolds, and will be found in the 2nd vol. of his engraved W^xrka. 



X.STTEB8. 


4Sd 

puTcluiBe of their benevolence, to let them indulge them* 
eelves in a sort of dominion. I really am in doubt whether 
it answers any purpose to give to many of this description 
any answer ; for what they say is not from doubt that aims 
at being satisfied, but from sheer ill-nature and mrverseness, 
and to prevent other people from doing the good which they 
are unwilling to do themselves. Who told them that Mr. 
W^ilmot and his committee allow a farthing more than is ab- 
solutely necessary ? ^Who told them that they who live in 
London are not the best judges of what will maintain a man 
there ? Who told them that these unfortunate victims of 
our common cause live in luxury ? Who told them that it 
is not more difficult for them to be persuaded to receive the 
most scanty tneasure of their necessities, than to persuade 
the committee to give it? We know that the charity of 
many people is so closely connected with the idea of sturdy 
beggars, vagrants, and thieves, that they can hardly separate 
from them the objects of benevolence in their own minds. 
The first process in their scheme of humanity is the hatred 
and contempt of those who are to profit by it. In their idea 
of relief, there is always included something of punishment. 
But we must pass them. I trust that many will be still 
found of a pure ard unmixed good-nature, which many have 
shown, ana which you show abundantly. What is enough f 
It is a worJ of large import with regard to ourselves, — very 
limited with regard to others. However, if there be any 
benevolent people that are entangled with these objections, 
you will hid them consider what a footman’s board wages is 
m London, who has his master’s house to lodge in, and has 
his firing, and candle-light, and clothing found. To be sure 
if we could collect the whole into one house, as is the case 
of about 600 that are collected at Winchester, they might 
be in London, as these are at Winchester, maintained for 
less money. But to build and furnish a house in London, 
capable of containing 1500, or indeed half the number, would 
exhaust more money than we have. The same objection 
would be to the hiring and furnishing of several houses. It 
was on full consideration that the committee fixed this allow- 
ance. At first it was not sufficient, and on a calculation 
which I myself presented to the committee, it was raised to 
thirteen shillyigs ; but as these worthy and dueontented peo- 
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pie began to know a little better tbe ways of tbe town, and 
m what manner they might pack four or five together in a 
miserable room, in which they might cook their victuals in 
common, they themselves proposed the reduction. How 
they made it answer, I know not ; but I am sure that, in 
London, the committee, if they undertook the matter, could 
not maintain them at a much larger price. As to clothing, 
except for a few, who were at first in a manner stripped 
nakeci, no provision has been made. Jhe manner of living 
of common soldiers is in the eye of these objectors ; but they 
forget that, in quarters, the inn-keepers are obliged to find 
for the soldiers lodging, fire, candle-light, small-beer, salt, 
and vinegar, gratis. These are large helps. Then fhe eco- 
nomical discipline of the army is itself a helpi, which in no 
part of civil life can be had. Some of the clergy cut off* two 
or three of their scanty meals in a week to clothe themselves. 
At Winchester, Lady liockingham has given 600 flannel 
waistcoats, besides furnisliiug something towards tbe em- 
ployment of those who can earn something by trades. The 
people at large, and individuals, have done much. I hope 
they will not be tired of doing good to these refugees, in 
whom they may contemplate at tlieir ease what their own 
situation would infallibly have been, had our English Jaco- 
bins succeeded ; with this unhappy diftcrenco against us, 
that the French Jacobins would not have left uS a place of 
retreat. Adieu ! my dear madam. G^od bless you, and give 
success to your design ! * , 

Yours ever, 

. Edm. Burke. 

Hannah More, by all means. There is a book published 
by Abb6 Baruel, which contoina the most ample account of 
this persecution which has appeared ; I believe perfectly to 
be depended upon. Matters have come to my knowledge 
which convince me that he falls short rather than exceed. 
It is called “ llistoire du Clerge pendant la Revolution, Fran** 
^oise.** Your bookseller cau get it, WiUiam Burke has 
taken to town Brissot’s book. Cazal^s presents his devoirs* 
I pity, from my soul, those French, who neither know how 
to rejoice or to be afflicted at any good news on our part# 
The best wishes of all here to Mr. Crewe. 
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TO BET. DE. HUSSET. 

Mt beab Sib, Beconsfield, May 18, 1795. 

I don’t know exactly why I am so unwilling to 
write by the post. I have Httle to say that might not be 
known to the world j at the same time, there is something 
unpleasant in talking the confidential language of friendship 
in the public theatre. It is still worse to put it into the 
power of any one to make unfaithful representations of it, or* 
to make it the subject of malicious comments. I thank you 
for your letter ; it is full of that good sense and good tem- 
per, as well as of that fortitude, which are natural to you. 
Since persons of so much greater authority than I am, and of 
80 much better judgment, are of opinion you ought to stay, 
it was clearlf right for you to remain at all risks. Indeed, 
if it could DO done with tolerable safety, I wished you to 
watch over the cradle of those seminaries, on which the fu- 
ture weal or woe of Ireland essentially depends. Eor you, I 
dread the revolutionary tribunal of Drogheda. For the coun- 
try, if some proper mode of education is not adopted, I trem- 
ble for the spread of atheism amongst the Catholics. I do 
not like the style of the meeting ‘ in Francis Street. • The 
tone was wholly Jacobinical. In parliament, the language of 
your friends (one only excepted) was w^hat it ought to be. 
But that one speech, though full of fire and animation, was 
not warmed with the fire of heaven. I am sorry for it. I 
have seen that gentleman but once. He is certainly a man 
of parts ; but one who has dealt too much in the philosophy 
of ^France. J ustice, prudence, tenderness, moderation, and 
Christian charity, ought to become the measures of tolerance; 
and not a cold apathy, or, indeed, rather a savage hatred, to 
aU religion, and an avowed contempt of all those points on 
which we differ, and on those about which we agree. If what 
was said in Francis Street was in the first heat, it might be 
excused. They were given to understand that a change of 
administration, short only of a revolution in violence, was 
made, only on account of a disposition in a Lord-Lieutenant 
to favour Catholics. Many provoking circumstances attend- 
ed the business ; not the least of them was, that they saw 
themsefyes delivered over to their enemies, on no other 

’ The assembly of the Boman Catholics held April 9th, 1795, in 
Pnmcis StreetsChapel. 
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app&rent ground of merit than that they were such. All 
this is very true ; but under every provocation they ought 
not to be irritated by their enemies out of their princi- 
ples and out of their senses. The language of the day 
went plainly to a separation of the two kingdoms. God for- 
bid that anything liJke it should ever happen ! They would 
both be ruined by it ; but Ireland would suffer most and ffrst* 
Tbd thing, however, is impossible. Those who should attempt 
‘that improbability would be undone. If ever the arms, which, 
indirecUY, these orators seem to menaoe, were to be taken 
up, surely the threat of such a measure is not wise, as it 
could ada nothing to their strength, but would give every 
possible advantage to their enemies. It is a foolish language, 
adopted from the united Irishmen, that their grievances ori- 
ginate from England. The direct contrary. ®It is an as- 
cendancy which some of their own factions have obtained 
here, that has hurt the Catholics with this government. It 
is not as an English government that ministers act in that 
manner, but as assisting a party in Ireland. When they talk 
of dissolving themselves as a Catholic body, and mixing their 
grievances writh those of their country, all I have to say is, 
that they lose their own importance as a body by this amal- 
gamation ; and they sink real matters of complaint in those 
which are factious and imaginary. Eor in the name of God, 
what grievance has Ireland, as Ireland, to complain of with 
regard to Great Britain ; unless the protection of the most 
powerful country upon earth, — giving all her privileges, with- 
out exception, in common to Ireland, and reserving to herself 
only the painful preeminence of ten-fold burthens, be k mat- 
ter of complaint. The subject, as a subject, is as free in Ire- 
land as he is in England. As a member of the empire, an 
Irishman has every privilege of a natural-bom Englishman, 
in every part of it, in every occupation, and in every branch 
of commerce. No monopoly is established against him any- 
where ; and the great staple manuiacture of Ireland is not 
only not prohibit^, not omy tiot discouraged, but it is privi- 
leged in a manner that has no example. The provision* trade 
is the same ; nor does Ireland, on her part, t^e a single ar- 
ticle from [j^gland, but what she has with more advantage 
than she could have it fmm any xiation upon earth. 1 say 
nothing of the immense advantage she derives from* the use 
^ of the English capital. In what country upoxt earth is % 
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tbafc a quantity of Imens, tbe moment they are lodged in the 
warehouse, and before the sale, would entitle the Irish mer<* 
chant or manufacturer to draw bills on the terms, and at the 
time, in which this is done by tbe warehouseman on London? 
Ireland therefore, as Ireland, whether it be taken civilly, 
constitutionally, or commercially, suffers no grievance. The 
Catholics, as Catholics, do ; and what can be got by joining 
their real complaint to a complaint which is fictitious, but to 
make the whole pass for fiction and groundless pretence ? I 
am not a man for construing with too much rigour the ex- 
pressions of men under a sense of ill-usage. I know that 
much is to be given to passion ; and I hope I am more dis- 
posed to accuse the person who provokes another to anger, 
than the person who gives way to natural feelings in hot lan- 
guage. If tlfis be all, it is no great matter ; but, if anger 
only brings out a plan that was before meditated, and laid up 
in the mind, the thing is more serious. The tenor of the 
speeches in Francis Street, attacking the idea of an incor- 
porating union between the two kingdoms, expressed princi- 
ples that went the full length of a separation, and of a dis- 
solution of that union, which arises from their being under 
the same crown. That Ireland would, in that case, come to 
make a figure amongst the nations, is an idea which has more 
of the ambition of individuals in it, than of a sober regard to 
the happin«!8S of a whole people. But if a people were to 
sacrifice solid quiet to empty glory, as on some occasions they 
have done ; under the circumstances of Ireland, she, most as- 
suredly, never would obtain that independent glory, but 
would certainly lose all her tranquillity, all her prosperity, 
and even that aegree oLlustre which she has, by the very free 
and very honourable connexion she enjoys with a nation the 
most splendid and the most powerful upon earth. Ireland, 
constitutionally, is independent ; ^politically, she never can be 
so. It is a stniggle against nature. She must be protected, 
and there is no protection to be found for her, but either froit 
France or England. France, even if (under any form she 
may assume) she were disposed to give the same liberal and 
honourable protection to Ireland, has not the means, of either 
aerviug or hurting her, that are in the hands of Glreat Bri- 
tain. might make Ireland (supposing that kind of inde- 
pendence could be maintained, which for a year I am certain 
tt could not)»a dreadful thorn in the side of this kingdom ; 
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but Ireland would dearly buy that malignant and infernal 
satisfaction, by a dependence upon a power, either despotic, 
as formerly, or anarchical, as at present. We see, well enough, 
the kind of liberty which she either enjoys herself, or is will- 
ing to bestow on others. This I say with regard to the 
scheme of those who call themselves United Irishmen ; that 
is to say, of those who, without any regard to religion, club all 
kinds of discontents together, in order to produce all kinds^ 
of disorders. But to speak to Catholics as such, it is plain 
that whatever security they enjoy for^iheir religion, as well 
as for the many solid advantages which, even under the pre- 
sent restrictions, they are entitled to, depends wholly upon 
their connexion with this kingdom. Prance is an enemy to 
all religion ; but eminently, and with a peculiar malignity, 
an enemy to the Catholic religion, which they*inean, if they 
can, to extirpate throughout the globe. It is something per- 
verse, and even unnatural, for Catholics to hear even the 
sound of a connexion with Prance ; unless, under the colour 
and pretext of a religious description, they should, as some 
have done in this countiw, form themselves into a mischiev- 
ous political faction. Catholics, as things now stand, have 
ail the splendid abilities, and much of the independent pro- 
perty, in parliament in their favour, and every Protestant 
(I believe wdth very few exceptions) who is really a Chris- 
tian, Should they alienate these men from theiricause, their 
choice is amongst those, who, indeed, may have ability, but 
not wisdom or temper in proportion ; aiid whose very ability 
is not eq^ual, either in strength or exercise, to that which tbfey 
lose. They will have to choose men of desperate property, 
or of no property ; and men of no j-eligious and no moral 
principle. Without a Froteslaht connexion of some kind or 
other, they cannot go on ; and here are the two sorts of de- 
scriptions of Protestants hetween whom they have an option 
to make. In this state of things, their situation, I allow, is 
difficult and delicate. If the better part lies by in a sullen 
silence, they still cannot hinder the more factious part both 
from speaking and from writing ; and the sentiments of those 
who are silent will be judged by the effusions of the people, 
who do not wish to conceal thoughts that the sober part ot 
mankind will not approve. On the other hand, if tlje better 
and more temperate part come forward to disclaim the others, 
they instantly make a breach in their own part^, of which a 





malignant enemy will take advantage to crusb them all* They 
will praise the sober part, but they will grant them nothing 
they shall desire ; nay, they will make use of their submission 
as a proof that sober men are perfectly satisfied in remaining 
prostrate under their oppressive hands. These are dreadfiu 
dilemmas ; and they are such as ever will arise, when men in 
power are possessed with a crafty malignant disposition, with- 
out any real wisdom or enlarged policy. 

However, as, in every case of difficulty, there is abetter way 
of proceeding and a -v^rse, and tliat some medium may be 
found between an abject and, for that reason, an imprudent 
submission, and a contumacious, absurd resistance, — what I 
would humbly suggest is, that on occasion of the declama- 
tions in the newspaper, they should make, not an apology 
(for that is di8ht)nourable and dangerous), but a strong charge 
on their enemies for defamation; disclaiming the tenets^ 
practices, and designs impudently attributed to them, and 
asserting, in cool, modest, and determined language, their re- 
solution to assert the privileges to which, as good citizens 
and good subjects, they hold themselves entitled, without be- 
ing intimidated or wearied out by the opposition of the mo- 
nopolists of the kingdom. In this there will be nothing 
mean or servile, or which can carry any appearance of the 
effect of fear ; but tlie contrary. At the same time, it will 
remove the jyejudices which, on this side of the water as well 
as on yours, are propagated against you with so much sys- 
tematic pains. I think the committee would do well to do 
something of this kiftd in their own name. I trust those 
men of great ability in that committee, who incline to 
think that the Catholic^ ought to melt down their cause 
into the general mass of uncertain discontents and unascer- 
tained pnnciples, will, I hope, for the sake of agreeing with 
those whom, I am sure, they love and respect among their 
own brethren, as well as for the sake of the kingoom at 
large, waive that idea (which I do not deny to be greatly 
provoked) of dissolving the Catholic body before the objects 
of its union are obtained, and turning the objects of their re- 
lief into a national quarrel. This, I am satisfied, on recollec- 
tion, they will think not irrationd. The course taken by the 
enemy often becomes a fair rule of action. You see, by the 
whole turfl of the debate against them, that theii adversaries 
endeavoured give this colour to the contest, and to make 
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it hinge on this principle. The same policy cannot be good 
for you and your enemiee. Sir George Shee, who is so good 
to take this, waits, or I should say more on this point. I 
should say something too of the colleges. 1 long much to 
hear how you go on. I have, however, said too much. If 
Grrattan, by whom I wish the Catholics to be wholly advised, 
thinks differently from me, I wish the whole unsaid. You 
see, Lord Fitzwilliam sticks nobly to his text, and neither 
abandons his cause or his friends, though he has few indeed 
to sujmort him. When you can, pra^ let me hear from you. 
Mrs.^urke and myself, in this lonely and disconsolate house^ 
never cease to think of you as we ought to do. I send some 
prints to Dublin ; but, as your house is not there, I reserve 
a memorial of my dear Bichard for your return. 

I am ever, my dear Sir, ‘ 

Faithfully and affectionately, 

Your miserable friend, 
£dm. Btjbke. 


TO EDMUND MALONE, ESQ.' 

Mt dear Sir, Beconsfield, May 22nd, 1795. 

It is very true that my business with the House of 
Lords is over for the present ; ^ for they have, or a rump of 
them, done their own business pretty handsomely. Fuerunt. 
There is an end of that part of the constitutidti ; nor can it 
be revived but by means that I tremble to think of. 

That business, however, was not what hindered me from 
obejring your commands, and following my own inclinations, 
about our excellent deceased friend Sir Joshua Eeynolds. 
Alas ! my dear sir, all my business ts with the deceased ; and 
in truth, except for a poor remnant of gross animal functions, 
I am dead myself. However, I will do what I can. The 
more I thought upon tliat subject the more difficulty 
I found in it. The very qualities which made the society 
of our late friend so pleasant to all who knew him, are 
the veiT things that ma«e it difficult to write , his life, 
or to draw his character. The former part is peculiarly 
difficult, as it had little connexion with great pubUc events, 
nor was it diversified with much change of fortune or much 

' Just then^engiiged in editing the works of Sir Joshua tReynolds, tm 
which he preyed a Memoir. 

* Alluding to the trial of Hastings. « 
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private advenfcure, hardly, indeed, any adventare at all. ' All 
that I eotild say of *hini I have said already in that short 
sketch which 1 printed after his death. This speaks as much 
as I could safely venture to speak of him as an artist, not 
having skill enough to enter into details on the subject. 
What you are to say of the character, merely as the character 
of a man, must, to have any effect, consist rather of a few 
light marking touches than of a long discussion j unless it re- 
lates to some of those various and perplexed characters which 
require a long investigation to unfold. If, without materi^s, 
one is to attempt anything of length and elaborate, there is 
a great danger of growing into aftectation. I do not know 
whether you have the sketch I drew. It has marks of the 
haste and the emotion under which it was done. But I be- 
lieve you wili liilll that a great deal more cannot be said. If, 
however (for different minds see things in different points of 
view), you should turn your thoughts that way, and sketch out 
anything, if I might presume to inti^de myself into a work 
of yours, I would work upon that ground, and perhaps some- 
thiiig better could be done by such combination than singly. 

Lady Inchiquin^ called here the other day; she is not 
anxious that the work should be published till the beginning 
of winter. I certainly will turn my thoughts to it ; and if you 
could come to this melancholy place, I should feel myself 
much honoured and very happy in seeing you. 

I have the honour to be, with most smcere respect and 
aftection, 

• * My dear Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

• Edm. Bubke. 

What a loss is Clifden ! * — Compliments to Mrs. Metcalf. 

TO DB. LATJEEBCE. 

My 3>bab Laxteence, Bath, July 28, 1796. 

I thank you for employing the short moment you 
were able to snatch from oeing useful, in being kind and 
compassionate. Here I am in the last retreat of hunted in- 
firmity. I am indeed a%uc aJboii : but, as through the whole 
of a variouj and long life I have been more indebted than 

* Niece of Sir Joshna Re 3 molds, formerly Miss Palmer 

* The residence of Lord Induquin, destroyed by flie. 
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thankful to Providence, so I am now singularly so, in bei 
dismissed, as hitherto I appear to be, so.gently from life, 
sent to follow those who in course ought to have follows 
me, whom, I trust, I shall yet, in some inconceivable mannel 
see and know; and by whom I shall be seen and known. Bu^ 
enough of this. 

However, as it is possible that my stay on this side of thf| 
grave may be yet shorter than I compute it, let me now bej 
to call to your recollection the solemn charge and trust , 
gave you on my departure from tha-public stage. I fancy I 
must make you the sole operator, in a work m which, event 
if I were enabled to undertake it, you must hare been evert 
the assistance on which alone I could rely. Let not this: 
cruel, daring, unexampled act of public corruption, guilt, and 
meanness go down to a posterity, perhaps fis careless as the 
present race, without its due animadversion, which will be 
oest found in its o-wn acts and monuments. Let my endear, 
vours to save the natiop from that shame and guilt be m; 
monument ; the only one I ever will have. Let everythin^ 

I have done, said, or written, be forgotten, but this. 1 hav< 
struggled with the great and the little on this point durini 
the greater part of my active life; and I wish, after death, t 
have my defiance of the judgments of those who conside' 
the dominion of the glorious empire given by an incomprc 
hensible dispensation of the Divine ProvidJ^nce into ouj 
hands, as nothing more than an ojmortunity of gratifying, fo: 
the lowest of their purposes, the lowest of their passions— 1 
and that for such poor rewards and, for the most part,' indi-f 
rect and silly bribes, as indicate even more the folly than th^ 
corruption of these infamous and .contemptible wretches. J 
blame myself exceedingly for not having employed the las * 
year in this work, and beg forgiveness of Gt)d for such 
neglect. I had strength enough for it, if I had not wastec 
some of it in compromising grief with drowsiness and for^ 
getfulness; and employing some of the moments in which l!. 
have been roused to m'entid exertion in feeble endeavours 
rescue this dull and thoughtless people from the pupishm^ts^^ 
which their neglect and stupidity will bring upon them for | 
their systematic iniquity and oppression. But you are made I 
to continue all that is good of me ; and to augment it with;/ 
the various resources of a mind fertile in virtues, on^ cultivated / 
with every sort of talent mid of knowledge* Jlbove all make 
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nB thecrueltjof this pi^etended acquittal, but in reality this 
UBbarous and inhuman condemnation of whole tribes and 
IHtionB, and of all the classes they aontain. If ever Europe 
HKovers its civilization, that work will be useful. Eemember! 
Hemember! Eemember! 

H It is not that I want you to sacrifice yourself blindly and 
iPnfruitfully, at this instant. But there will be a season for 
he appearance of such a record ; and it ought to be in store 
or that season. Get everything that Troward has. 

Tour kindness will mate you wish to hear more particu- 
lars of me. To compare my state with that of the three 
prst days after my arrival, 1 feel on the whole less uneasi- 
pess. But my flesh is wasted in a manner which in so short 
time no one could imagine. My limbs look about to find 
Ithe rags that c^ver them. My strength is declined in the 
■full proportion ; and at my time of life new flesh is never 
■supplied, and lost strength is never recovered. If God has 
Inything to do for me here, here he will keep me. If not, 
(k am tolerably resigned to His divine pleasure. I have not 
tkeen yet more than a day in condition to drink the waters — 
lut they seem rather to compose than to disorder my stomach. 
|fy illness has not suffered Sirs. Burke to profit as she ought 
tt this situation. But she will bathe to-night. Give Wood- 
prd a thousand kind remembrances. Please God, I hhall 
mte to him <jp-morrow. Adieu. 

( Your ever true friend, 

Edmund Bueo. 

Mfs. Burke never lorgets you, nor what remains of poor 
Tilliani. 


TO DE. LAUEENCE. 

IViday night, 10 o’clock, 

My deae Laubence, 18th Nov. 1796. 

I I have been out of sorts for several days past, but 
have not been so much weakened by that circumstance as I 
might have feared. I do n’t desire long letters from you, but, 
I confess, I wish a line now and then, I mean very near 
dterally, a lim. The present state of things, both here and 
in Ireland, as well as abroad, seems to me to grow evexy 
I moment ^pr© critical. In Ireland it is plain they have 
[thrown on all sort of political manageinent, and even the 
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decorouB appearance of it. They had for their conimandjli I 
in-chief Ciminghame, a person utterly unacquainted wlll| 
military affairs beyond Vhat was necessary for a quartl|| 
master-general in a peaceable country. He had never- se^ 
war, hardly in any image, but he was a man of a moderaffl 
and humane disposition, and one from whom no acts cH 
atrocity were to oe apprehended. In order to remove hirH 
from the command of the army, they have made him a peeiW 
This was a step to the appointment of ***♦*, to the fuLB 
as little experienced in any real mifetary service as * * * ♦ *1 
hut younger and of far different dispositions. In case of ail 
actual invasion, they could not expect anything whatsoever 
from his military skill or talents. They only proof they hac. 
of either has been in his desperate promptitude, without 
either civil, criminal, or martial law, to seize upon poor 

M men in their cottages, and to send them bound wnere 
light fit. By what he is capable of, and by what he is 
incapable, they show in what manner it is they mean to pro- 
vide for the military defence and for the civil tranquillity ancf 
happiness of Ireland. They have fomented a spirit of dis^ 
corn upon principle in that unhappy country. They havj 
set the Protestants, in the only part of the country in whicj 
the Protestants have any degree of strength, to massacre th 
Catholics. The consequence will be this, if it is not th| 
case already, that instead of dividing these t\wo factions, thil 
Catholics, finding themselves outlawed by their government! ] 


which has not only employed the arjcn of abused authority] I 
against them, but the violence of lawless insurrectioif, will' 
use the only means that is left for their protection in a leagi£e| 
with those persons who have bee® encouraged to fall uporf 
them, and who are as well disposed to rebel against al| 
government, as to persecute their unoffending fellow-citizensi| 
The parliament, encouraged by the Lord-Lieutenant’s Secre-j 
tary, has refused so mu<m as to inquire into these troubles, 
The only appearance of any inquiry which has been, is that ; 
put into the hands of a person, 1 mean the Attorney-General, 
one of the avowed enemies and persecutors of the suffering 
people, and in the closest connexion with them. 1 see that the 
affections of the ]>eople are not so much as looked to, as any 
one of the resources for the defence of Ireland agabast the 
anvaaion which the ^em j will make upon that country, il 
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ijiiey haye force enough to do it consistently with their other 
Hews; but, I confess, that from the least r^ection I am able 
lo make in the intervals of pain and sorrow, I do not think 
tW the invasion of either of these countries is a primary 
Dbject in their present plan of policy — their views seem to 
me to be directed elsewhere, and their object is, to disable 
this country from any effectual resistance to them, by alarm- 
ing us with fears for our domestic safety. They have gained 
their ends completely. The arrangements which we have 
made and are making both kingdoms for that safety pro* 
vide for it in the worst possible manner, whilst they effectu* 
ally disable us from opposing the enemy upon his larger 
and real plan of attack. We oppose to his false attack the 
whole of our real strength. I have long doubted of the use 
of a militia, constituted as our militia is ; because I do not 
like in time of war any permanent body of regular troops in 
BO considerable a number as perhaps to equ^ the whole of 
our other force, when it is only applicable to one, and that 
but a very uncertain, part of the demands of general service. 
Whether I am right or wrong may be a question with persons 
better informed than I am, but it has been my opinion at 
least these twenty years. If I did not declare it in parlia- 
ment, it was because the prejudice was too strong to be pru- 
dently resisted; but when danger comes, strong prejudices 
will be foun^ weak resources. 

Whatever the merits df militia may be, I am sure that no 
prudent persons with whom I have ever conversed have been 
of opinion that it ou^t to be extended beyond the old num- 
ber. Other ideas nowever have prevailed. The infant 
resources of Ireland have been exhausted by establishing a 
militia there, upon the Tfeeble plan of the militia here, and 
with conseauences much more justly to be apprehended from 
an abuse ot that institution. Whether wdtn regard to the 
economical and civil effects on the military, they nave now in 
both kingdoms added immensely to that erroneous establish- 
ment, if erroneous it is, and have thereby double the weak- 
ness instep of augmenting the stren^h of these kingdoms. 
I believe it will be found, that in both countries there is, by 
mrsonal service or by public charge, the burthen of an army 
lbrmin|; or fmrmed of at least fourscore thousand mm, utterly 
unapphciAle to the general service of the country, or to the 
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conservation of what I shall ever think as much for its beinl 
as self-defence itself, I mean the safety and liberty of Europe 
The very idea of active defence, the only sure defence, whictl 
consists in offensive operations against your enemy, se^ms 
wholly to be abandonea. 

I know it will be said that these corps do not bring upon 
the nation the burthen of half pay. This is true but in part, 
and in my opinion, if war should continue, it will become 
less and less of an object. At any rate it will be found as 
economy a very poor resource to mafee out such a saving by 
the limitation of effect and service. 

I do not mean to say that such little aids to the police as 
by an occasional use of a yeoman cavalry, which is in the 
nature Marachaus^e, is much to be condemned. If the ser- 
vice is not much, the charge is not ruinous, a^d our military 
arm is not crippled. In my opinion, the expense of these 
arrangements would furnish such a subsidy to Itussia, as 
would enable that power to act with such a body of troops 
against the common enemy, as to do more for our real de* 
fence than from any home arrangements that we can make. 
I have said enough upon this subject, though by no means 
all that is in my mind; but if you agree with me in principle, 
your own thoughts will more than supply my omissions. 

I have suffered great uneasiness from another scheme, the 
tendency of which evidently is (though I apj of opinion 
nothing less is intended) totally to disgust the people wii& 
the continuance of this war — I mean that part ot the people 
upon whose soundness and spirit thd very being of civil 
society at this time depends, that is, that part of the people 
who live with a degree of decency lypon an income not likely 
to improve. They are the part of tne community which ore 
naturally attached to stability and to the resistance of innova- 
tion, but are not qualified to afford pecuniary resources to 
the State. They may serve to' furnish a contingent in the 
way of taxes which is to be supplied as their income accrues, 
or as their economy finds supply, but they have no hoards, 
and if you apply to them for a forced loan, you drive them 
into the toils of the usurers, who will disable them from 
paying what they are already charged to the support of the 
State. Sure it were better to borrow directly at a high 
interest, that is, at the interest of the public necessities, and 
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lay upon tbose men th^ir share of it, than to take this 
Krplexed circuitous course, which, in the end, will weaken 
lublic credit by destroying most of the private credit of the 
ki^dom. 

I was going further, when my friendly amanuensis re- 
minded me that it ib near 10 o’clock. I am afraid I have 
tired you, though I tire myself somewhat loss by dictating a 
sheet than by writing twenty lines ; however, one is more 
wordy when one dictates. I intended, if I had time, to tell you 
that Keogh is come to l^pudon, and to wish to have yours and 
Lord Fitz william* 8, as well as Mr. Windham’s, thoughts upon 
the subject of his journey, when I know better of what 
nature it may be. He shows a very great desire of seeing 
me and converging with me upon the subject of Ireland. I 
have fought it («ff by ^ving him very true reasons, that is to 
say, my feeble state ol health, and the contempt that is enter- 
tamed for my opinions, especially in what relates to Ireland. 
—He tells me he has not been with any minister. He is a 
man that on the whole I think ought, not to be slighted, 
though he is but too much disposed to Jacobin principles 
and connexions in his own nature, and is a Cathohc only in 
name-»-not but that whole body, contrary to its nature, has 
been driven by art and policy into Jacobinism, in order to 
form a pretext to multiply the jobs and to increase the power 
of that foolisj; and profligate junto to which Ireland is de- 
livered over as a farm. I shall let you know further about 
Keogh when I hear from him ; and I shall send to Lord 
Fitzwilliam his lettenTto me, as well as a copy of my answer 
to him. I shall send you another copy. G-ood night. 

Tours ever, 

Edmund Bueke. 

TO DB, IiAUBENCE. 

Mr DEAB Laubence, Beaconsfield, 26th Nov. 1796. 

• I have heard at last from Mr. Keogh : by his letter, 
which I enclose, you see the cause of his delay. He is not 
offended, but he says not one word of Tone his secretary, but 
pro^bly reserves an explanation of this for conversation. 
As it will be of much more importance that you should hear 

VOL. vuf. 2 X 



LSTTEE8. 


m 

what he has to say, than that I should, I think to write l|| 
him by this night^s post to call upon you, or if his heaill 
should not permit it, that you would call upon him at yo^ 
first time of leisure. I intend to tell him, that weak asV| 
am I shall see him if he pleases. — Not a word from Lor® 
Fitzwilliam, which I am rather surprised at, knowing that ill 

f eneral he is punctual, and that these affairs are very near hit! 

eart. — What you say about the pope is very stnking, buq 
he and his Troy will be burned to ashes, and I assure all goodi 
Protestants that, whatever they think of it, the thread 
of their life is close twisted into that of their great enemy. 
It is perfectly ridiculous, in the midst of our melancholy 
situation, to see us forswearing this same pope lustily in 
every part of these dominions, and making absolute war upon 
him in Ireland at the hazard of everything that is dear to us, 
whilst the enemy, from whom we have most to fear, is doing 
the same thing with more effect and less hazard to them- 
selves. For we are cutting our own throats in order to be 
revenged of this said old pope. It is very singular, that the 
power which menaces the w^orld should produce in us no othei 
marks of terror than by a display of meanness, and that thij 
poor old bugbear, who frightens nobody else, and who is a® 
frighted by everybody and everything, is to us the CTeat objec , 
of terror, of precaution, and of vigorous attack. — You remem , 
her the fable of the Hare and the Frogs. On this point, 1 , 
verily begin to believe that Mr. Pitt is stark inad ; but tha | 
be is in the cold fit of this phrenetic fever. I agree with you|| 
and it was long the opinion of our dear departed friend) thali 
Mr. Pitt, keeping an underhand and direct influence in Irei 
land to screen himself from all res^ionsibility, does resolve om 
the actual dissolution of the empire j and having settled fog| 
himself, as he thinks, a faction there, puts everything intff 
the hands of that faction, and leaves the monarchy and thS 
8U{H'rinteudency of Great Britain to shift for themselves ajjs 
ihey may. * | 

Sirs. Burke passed but a bad day yesterday, with muc^ 
bilious vomiting and a head-ache, but the latter is gone and} 
she has had a very quiet night, though not much sleep ; and, 
though not up, is light and easy . — Aa to myself, I have had 
€our fits in the night, and several yesterday. Between the 
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fits, both in the afternoon and at night, I had rest enough. — 
I send you this by the coach, and am affectionately 

Yours, 

Edhvkd Bubkb. 


TO DR. LAURENCE. 

Beaconsfield, Wednesday Morning, 11 o’clock, 
Mt dear Laurence, Nov., 1796. 

I have had a h^d night, and am very faint and feeble. 
I do not know where the abstract you mention is in the chaos 
of my papers, but if I get a little stronger this day I shall 
look for it ; but I send you the printed papers, which Nagle 
has just found. You know that the far greater and the most 
oppressive paPt of those laws has been repealed. The only 
remaining grievance which the Catholics sulfer from the law 
consists in certain incapacities relative to franchises. The 
ill-will of the governing powers is their great grievance, who 
do not suffer them to have the benefit of those capacities to 
which they are restored, nominally, by the law. The fran- 
chises which they desire are to remove the stigma from them 
which is not branded on any description whatever of dis- 
senters in Ireland, who take no test and are subject to no 
incapacity ; though they [are] of the old long-established re- 
ligion of th^ country, and who cannot be accused of perverse- 
ness or any factious purpose in their opinions, since they re- 
main only where they have always been, and are the far greater 
minority of the inhabitants. They give as good proofs of 
their loyalty and affection to Government at least as any 
other people. Tests haye been contrived for them to purge 
them from any suspicious political principles, supposed^ to 
have some connexion with tneir religion. Tliese tests they 
teke; whereas the persons called Protestants, which Pro- 
testantism, as things stand, is no description of a religion at 
all, or of, any principle, religious, moral, or political, but is a 
mere negation, take no tests at So that here is a perse- 
cution, as far as it goes, of the only people in Ireland who 
make any positive profession of the Christian faith ; for even 
the clergy of the established church do not sign the thirty- 
nine articles. The heavy load that lies upon them is, that 
they are treated like enemies, and as long as they are uniief 

• j£ 2 
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any incapacities, their persecutors are furnished withalega^ 
nretenoe of scourging them upon all occasions, and they never 
tail to make use of it. If this stigma were taken off, and] 
that, like their other fellow-citizens, they were to be judged by 1 
their conduct, it would go a great way in ^ving quiet to the 
country. The fear that if they had capacities to sit in parlia- 
ment they might become the majority and persecute in their 
turn, is a most impudent and flagitious pretence, which those 
who make use of it know to be Mse. They could not at this 
da\ get ihreti members out of tbe th^e hmdredf and never 
can have tbe least probability from circumstances of becom- 
ing the tenth part of the representatives, even though the 
boroughs made in the time of James 1. for the destruction 
of the then natural interests of the country should be re- 
formed upon any plan which has as yet been pr^osed, because 
the natural inU^rests have been varied and the property 
changed since the time of King James L At present the 
chief oppression consists in the abuse which is made by the 
nowers of executive government, which m«u" more effectually 
narass an obnoxious people than even adverse laws them- 
selves, I do not know whether you are apprized of all the 
proceedings in the county of Armaf^h, particularly of the; 
massacrtis that have been perpetrated on the Catholic in-i 
habitants of that county, with no punishment and hardly any i 
discountenance of Government. All this, however, is a mat-' 
ter of very nice handling in a British parliament, on account 
of the jealous independence of that county. JV either the court 
nor the opposition party I am afraid wfiuld relish it, especi- 
ally as they pretend or may pretend that the subject is to 
Ix^me a matter of their ov^ti iiiqu^y. I have written my 
mind fully upon this subji'ct to Lord Fitzwiliiam, but I have 
bad yet no answer, nor, uKbH*d. hardly could. The Jacobin 
opjiosition take this up to promote ^edition in Ireland ; and 
the Jacobin ministry wiil make use of it to countenance 
tyranny in the same place. 

As to Georffe EUis and Lt rd Maimsbury, the Jupiter and 
his Mercury, I do n’t care whether they are in the clouds or 
m the dung ; but one thing I see very clearly, that nothing 
above or below will prevent the ministers from aoing through 
their dirty work. ^Hiat has been written as aigumient or 
obsenwtion has had no answer, but it makes no apiwasion, 
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hnlesB perhaps to confirm some people in the obstinacy of 
[their meanness. Do you know that Mr. Crewe has wrote 
' that the • • ♦ * perfectly approves everything in the Pam- 
phlet, and yet he has done eve^hing or concurred in every- 
thing in diametrical opposition to his principles. He will do 
so, in everything that can be proposed of the same nature. 
What think you of their finding no one but G-eneral Luttrell 
to whom the safety of Ireland could be committed at this 
crisis. All this must have passed through the Duke of Port- 
land, who thinks one way, and who acts or is acted upon in 
the direct contrary way. I am very sick of aU these things. 
As yoa know Keogh, 1 think there is no objection to your 
seeing him, if you can contrive it. I do not know how you 
approve my answer to him, but I am sure he does not, by 
making no sort of reply to me. 

You will write to Mr. Wilde, and let him know that I 
have been very ill from time to time, and that you have in- 
formed me of his inquiry, and that I am much obliged to him 
for his solicitude about me. The terms prescribed by the 
thieves of the Directory to the pope are what might be ex- 
pected. He cannot help it, being intrinsically weak in him- 
self,* and we have refused to put him in a better condition, 
for fear of the statute of rremunire; and our fleet has 
thought proper to fly out of the Mediterranean, and to eva- 
cuate all tbe strongholds we had in that part of the world. 
I think [we make] a more * * * figure than the pope. In 
proportion to the sj^rength of body which is enervated by 
mSanness of spirit — “ Oh, impotence of mind in body strong.” 
— The parcel waits — God bless you. 

If you can [get] BoUingbrooke’s Abridgement of the Irish 
Statutes, which is extremely well done, you will see the ma- 
terials upon which I went in the abstract of the old Popery 
Laws, which I gave to the Duke of Portland on his going 

Lord L- to Ireland. My poor Bichard had a complete 

copy, which he put into the hands of the committee, with 
.such alterations and additions as they thought proper. 

Adieu. — Mrs. Burke has had a bad night, as well as my- 
self. Doctor Brocklesby has been here and is gone. Paro- 
chial news we have none. 

Yours ever, 


Edhuio) Biteex. 
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TO DB* LAVBEWCE. 

My deab Laitbekce, Dec. 9, 1796. 

The Budget day was a matter of great speculation, 
Pitt rather less insolent — Fox as furious as I expected. 
Grev has come forward and taken a sort of lead — Sheridan 
heads, I suppose, a corps de reserve. Tell me in three lines 
your remarts upon the general temper of the House on that 
night and on this. A fine business this of La Fayette. 
i>{K)d G-od ! among all the imprisdhments, confiscations, 
mtir<ler8, and exiles, to hnd no one object for a Bri'ish 
House of Commons to take up but Citizen de la Fayette. 
J see Fox proposes the repeal of the two Anti- Jacobin Acts 
— What do you think of making your debuj upon them ? 
Lord Fitzwilliam concurred in them. Unless perhaps you 
think that that ground is a little worn out. I think the 
taxes on the whole, if likely to be productive, are unexcep- 
tionable — The house-tax is the worst. Why did not Pitt 
tax the lower teas ? — a small duty would not have been felt, 
mid surely tea-drinking, though it would be idle to restrain 
is not an object of direct encouragement amongst the 
lower orders of the pconle. Good night. My [pains] Thave 
raged all yesterday, all last night, and a great part of this 
day with tenfold lury, but a vomiting came on me, and I am 
a good deal easier this evening. Once more ildieu. Mrs. 
Burke s affectionate compliments. 3 wrote to you by the 
coach yesterday. . ^ 

Yours ever, * 

Edmui^d Bubke. 


TO ]jE lav BENCE. 

Mr DEAB Laceesce. Bath, Feb. 10th, 1797. 

■ 1 1 j.! '’^‘'’3 for some days past, and so 

giddy that I am haraiy able to walk across the ro*m. At 
the hrst coming on of this bad symptom I was not able to 
do im much— so that I am not without hopes that it may go 
Off, though, take me on the whole, I am without all eompa- 
nson worse than when I came hither, but yet the violent 
flatus s have not been quite so troublesome to rndjinc* the 
comp auit m my head is come on. They have taken the 
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KowB) and are now attacking the citadel — But enough of 
■this. The affair of Mrs. Hastings has something in it that 
might move a third Cato to a horse-laugh, though the means, 
[lam afraid, by which she and her paramour have made that 
and all the sums which they have got by their own dis- 
honesty, or lost by the dishonesty of others or the confusion 
of the times, [might cause] the laughing Democritus to weep 
as much as his opponent : but let whoever laugh or weep, 
nothing plaintive will make Mr. Pitt or Mr. Dundas blush 
for having rewarded 4he criminal whom they prosecuted, 
and sent me and nineteen members of parliament to prose- 
cute, for every mode of peculation and oppression, with a 

f reater sum of money than ever yet was paid to any one 
British subject, except the Duke of Marlbro’, for the most 
acknowledged •public services, and not to him if you take 
Blenheim, which was an expense and not a charge, out of 
the account. All this and ten times more wull not hinder 
them from adding the peerage, to make up the insufficiency 
of his pecuniary rewards. My illness, which came the more 
heavily and suddenly upon me by this flagitious act, wffiilst I 
was preparing a representation upon it, nas hindered me, as 
you^tnow, from doing justice to that act, to Mr. Hastings, 
to myself, to the House of Lords, to the House of Commons, 
and to the unhappy people of India, on that subject. It has 
made me l^ave the letters that I was writing to my Lord 
Chancellor and Mr. Dundas, as well as my petition to the. 
House of Commons, unfinished. But you remember, like- 
wise, that when I cS-me hither at the beginning of last sum- 
mer, I repeated to you that dying request which I now re- 
iterate, that if at any ^ime, without the danger of ruin to 
yourself, or over-distracting you from your professional and 
parliamentary duties, you can place in a short point of view, 
and support by the documents in print and writing which 
exist with me, or wdth Mr. Troward, or yourself, the general 
merita^f this transaction, you will erect a cenotaph most 
grateful to my shade, and will clear my memory from that 
load which the East India Company, King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and in a manner the whole British nation (Q-od for- 
give them), have been pleased to lay as a monument upon 
my^hes. I am as conscious as any person can be of the 
little value of the good or evil opinion of mankind to the 
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part of me that shall remain, but I believe it is of some momenfl 
not to leave the fame of an evil example, of the expenditurd 
of fourteen years* labour, and of not less (t^ng the expensel 
of the suit, and the costs paid to Mr, Hastix^, and the jpaiv^ 
liamentary charges) than near £300,000, This is a terrible 
example, and it is not acquittance at all to a public man, 
who, with all the means of undeceiving bimselt if he was 
wrong, has thus with such incredible pains, both of himself 
and others, persevered in the persecution of innocence 
and merit It is, I say, no excus^at all to urge in his 
apology, that he has had enthusiastic good intentions. In 
reality, you know that I am no enthusiast, but [according] 
to the powers that God has given me, a sober and reflecting 
man. I have not even the other very bad excuse, of acting 
from personal resentment, or from the serfee of private 
injury — never having received any ; nor can I plead ignor- 
ance, no man ever having taken more pains to be informed. 
Therefore I say, Bemember. 

Parliament is shortly to resume the broken thread of its 
business — if what it is doing deserves that name. I feel the 
same anxiety for your success as if what has been the best 
part of me was in your place, and engaged as he would have 
been in the same work, and I presume to take the same 
liberty with you that I would have done with him. The 
plan you have formed, like all the plans of such comprehen- 
sive minds as yours, is vast, hut it will require all the skill 
of a mind as judicious and selecting as yours to bring it 
within the compass of the apprehensions and disposition^of 
those upon w horn it is to operate There would ^ difficulty 
in mving to it its just extent in thp very opening, if you 
coiud count even upon one person able and willing to sup- 
port you; but as you will be attacked by one side of tifca 
House with all its force, reluctantly heard and totally 
abandoned by the other, li you are permitted any reply at 
all, a thing which uuder similar circumstances been 
refused to me, it will not bt beard by the exhausted inten- 
tion of that House, which is hardly to be kept alive, except 
to what concerns the factious interns of the two discordant 
chiefs, who with difterent personal views, but on the same 
political principles, divide and distract the nation. Bu| all 
this I must leave to your judgment, which, with lera parHa- 
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g ary experience, line infinite!^ more natural power than 
ever had, when it was at tLe best. This only I shall 
eave to suggest, that if it should be impossible (as per- 
it may be) to bring your opening speech within any 
narrow compass, such as two hours or thereabouts, that you 
will make your reply as sharp, and pointed at the personal 
attacks that 1 am sure will be made upon you, as you can ; 
and that you will content yourself with reasserting the sub- 
stance of the facts, declaring your readiness to enter into 
them if ever you are fiynished with the means. I have no 
doubt that in the course of the debate, or in this session, 
you will find opportunities to bring forth what your discre- 
tion may reserve on the present occasion for a future one, 
when you may be at more liberty. Though I am sensible 
enough of the difficulty of finding a place in debate for any 
of those who are not arranged in the line of battle, abreast 
or ahead, in support of the one or the other of the great ad- 
mirals. My dear friend, you will have the goodness to ex- 
cuse the interposition of an exhausted and sickly judgment 
like mine, at its best infirm, with a mind like yours, the 
most robust that ever was made, and in the vigour of its 
faculties ; but allowance is made for the anxious solicitude 
of those whom sex, age, or debility exclude from a share in 
those combats in which they take a deep concern. 

^ Yours ever, 

Edmund Bueke. 

^ 12th February. 

K S. My health continues as it was when I began this 
letter. — I have read Erskine’s pamphlet, which is better 
done than I expected to find it. But it is little more than 
a digest of the old matter, and a proposal to remove all our 
evils by a universal popular representation at home, by 
giving to France at once all that we have thought proper to 
offer, on supposition of concession, and all that she has chosen 
to demaiiiwithout any regard to our concession, together with 
a cordial connexion with her and a total alienation from 
other powers, as a pledge of future peace. This, together 
with bringing Mr. Fox into power, forms the whole of the 
pamphlet. This would certainly make short work of the 
treaty^ — T|Jiis pamphlet does not make your motion the less 
necessary, and without a reference to it you may keep it ijj 
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your eve . — Mrs Burke, thank God, is better of her cold| 
Bhe salutes you. 

Deab Sib, v 

I have suppressed the newsp^rs — He knows nothingl 
of this disagreeable business ; but 1 am in hopes, from Dr.l 
King’s letter to me, that an injunction will be laid early to- 1 
morrow, to prevent the sale, and that you all will pursue I 
such rigorous measures against Swift and Owen, as the law 
will c’lable you to do. I had a letter by the coach, inform- 
ing me of it. Will you beg of Doctor King to w'rite to Mr, 
Burke to-morrow, and tell him what lie has done in Riving- 
tou’s business. 

Yours truly, 

E. Kagle. 


TO na. LAUKENCE. 

Mv DEAB Laurence, March 16th, 1797. 

It is very unlucky that the reputation, of a speaker in 
the House of Commons depends far less on what he says 
there, than on the account of it in the newspapers. Your 
speeches, which are made late in the night, supposing no 
foul play (which however 1 suspect), are taken by the jour- 
neymen notfvmakers, and when there is not room for them 
in the paper, even if they were able to follow ^ou. In the 
late instance, however, this was unavoidable, since you spoke 
to vindicate the reputation of your friend, which no consider- 
ation of prudence with regard to yourself could prevail on 
vou to omit. As you stat<'d [itj in yc'ur letter, it must have 
been very impressiviN and m honoiirable to your abilities as 
it was t<) the goodness of your heart. As to Mr. Fox’s 
s^eeclies, he seemed to have laid [aside] his abilities along 
with all deeen^, liberality, and fairness ; and placed 
in the rank of the Al.'iirs, the Bastards, and those gentle- 
men w'hose cause he supported, and to whose uiiJerstahd- 
iugs, “ by an extraordinar\ alacrity in sinking,” he chose to 
level himself. What he said of me was nothing more than 
his old song, frequently sung, though with a little more 
liberality in my own presence, and always responded to 
without a possibility ol reply. The major part of his topics 
have been answered by me in print, and the public oust 
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Sge between ns ; but there is one fact, which, as it passed 
ten years ago, most people may not so well remember ; 
tough that, too, I discussed with him in the House of Com- 
pons without a reply, or the possibility of his making any. 
ie has the impudence to say that the reduction of places 
|;hat I made was not sufficient, and that more would have 
en made in Lord Eockingham’s and his administration, if 
ae had been given to them for that purpose. Both are ab- 
olutely false ; — in the first place, any lessening of the re- 
duction proposed in my anginal plan and that which appear- 
jed in the Act was not of my doing, but of his own and the 
pabinet to which he belonged ; and I was no way consulted 
about it, though I certainly acquiesced in it, and, on the 
whole, thought it sufficient. In the next place, I do solemn- 
ly declare that 1 never heard him, nor anybody else of that 
cabinet, propose any reduction of offices, but of the two, 
were of opinion that the matter had been carried too far, rather 
than that it had fallen short of their mark. They must have 
thought that it did not fall short, because they knew very well 
that they never could have had an opportunity so favourable 
for reduction as during the dependence of that bill, and in 
the flood-tide of its popularity. Mr. Pox now thinks that 
neither this, nor the Pay Office Bill, nor the Contractors’ 
Bill, which, though moved by another, was left wholly to ray 
management, #s it was originally schemed by myself, nor of 
Mr. Dowdeswel’s and my plan, to his and our honour adopt- 
ed bj Mr. Crewe, were of the least significance in lessening 
the Influence of the Crown in that House, and in the other, 
or in the Scotch election for peers by the abrogation of the 
Scotch Lords of Police. X know he told me, and that to the 
best of my recollection in the presence of others, that the 
Acts which he now finds to be so very frivolous were the 
means of turning out Lord Lansdowne, and that he had lost 
his question in the same number of votes as the places that 
had beendiiippressed. As to those that had been retained, he 
perfectly agreed with me both in the policy and the justice 
of retaining them, considering them, as I did, as right in 
themselves ; and with regard to the holders in possession or 
reversion, as property, to all intents and purposes. I cannot 
say exactly^ what form Mr. Eose put the recriminatory 
charge wmch he made on Mr. Pox with regard to the places 
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of that kind which Mr. Fox had held and disposed of. 

Fox*8 reply seems to indicate that he was charged wiS| 
squandering away their income and value. If so, nis repn 
was proper, because the charge was ui^arliamentary, anH 
not at all to the purpose in argument. But if it was ur^(M 
as it ought to have been, that Mr. Fox had himself considerl 
ed those places his property, as an argument ad hominem, iw 
would have been conclusive against him. For if he sold thall 
fts property which was not such, by his own admission hej 
was guilty of a fraud. But it wepe an endless task to gol 
through all the nonsense and ribaldry which he chose to ventf 
u^ion that occasion. As to his arguing for a change of his 
opinions from the greater burthens which now exist on the 
public, *t is perfectly absurd — First, because injustice isl 
not less injustice, though it may admit* some palliation 
on account of the necessities of those who are guilty of 
it; and next, because those remnants of remnants of sav- 
ings, which Mr. Windham has so justly ridiculed, become 
more and more contemptible according to their dispropor- 
tion to the weight of the charge which they are brought to 
counterpoise, lie has used another argument which seems 
to hare more weight, which is, that it may be neces^ry for 
maintaining the character and credit of the opposition ; but 
at a miserably low ebb is that character and credit which is 
obliged to have recourse to such frauds and impostures. Mr. 
Pitt was very wrong in giving to them the countenance he 
had given, and which, after thv able sj^eech be had made, was 
no proper conclusion to be drawn from his arguments. * Mr. 
Windham, in my opunon,even from w hat I see in the papers, 
never made a more able and eloquent speech. I particularly 
admire the manly fK)De of seom with which he ti*eated the 
miserable imposture of the motion. I thank him heartily 
for his sneecn, and subecribe an unfeigned assent and con- 
sent to all the artlcios ot his creed. I forgot to say a word about 
fees, which it seems is one of the articles of against 

Mr. Windham’s office Whether they be exorbitant or not 
is more than I can judge, but that they are profitable to the 
officer is no objection, provided they are not onerous to the 
public, or oppressive to those that pay them. This was so 
much my principle upon the reform, that I carefully re- 
served the fres to the Pay Office ; but in the progress of the 
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' I was absolutely forced by the frauds of Colonel Barr^, 
ling on the principles of Lord Shelbum, who attributed 
try sort of public evil to fees, in a famous speech of his, 
td by the unparalleled treachery of our own par^ I was 
^at out of my plan, and compelled, whether I woula or not, 
bring from that abolition a charge of £6000 a year, or 
^ther more, upon the public, for the official expenses which 
efore had cost nothing, except for the Paymaster’s salary 
nd some other salaries, which latter were insignificant. 
jJV’hether the office has been impaired in its diligence and its 
spirit of accommodation ^om that time is more than I can 
positively say, but I believe that it has. I am sorry to have 
troubled you so much on these matters, but as they relate 
to facts which may not be so generally known, I wish you 
aot to throw aw#y this letter. I have no objection to your 
showing it to anybody, but do not desire it to be shown to 
any one but Lord Pitzwilliam and Mr. Windham. As to 
you, “ Macte esto virtute tua ” — do n’t be discouraged from 
taking the independent line, which makes you vote with dif- 
ferent men, but always upon the same principle, and not like 
these vile and most abject wretches who compose the armed 
neutrality ; who, if they were not the most contenmtible of 
the human race, would be the most odious. Thank God, you 
have but one political friendship to attend to, and in that 
you will never find any clashing with public principle. — As 
you are still sbHcitous about my health, I am to tell you that 
to-day has been one of my best days ; and though I can’t 
walk, without an armfl have moved about a good deal, at 
least a good deal for me. Flesh as before. Adieu. 

Tours ever, E. B. 

P. S. Will the gentlenSen do anything in my affair with 
Owen — or have they given it up ? If they have given it up, 
why is it so ? 


TO DB. LAT7BENGE. 

Bath, 11th April, 1797, 

Mt deab Li.TJBEKOE, 5 o’clock. 

This terrible war on the continent has come to a crisis. 
Whether our pacific. war is come to its terrible crisis is a 
matter of ^great doubt : but unless God interposes in some 
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dgnai way, it muat termiiiAte in a peace winch, like ScwH 
has a thousand harking monsters of a thousand wars ini|H 
womb. Gk)d preserve us from such peace and such wajU 
As for himself Windham is perfectly m the right to be 
vemed by circumstances ; but as for you, who act with H 
party and are in no office, your own honour and your peli 
soued reputation are the sole circumstances by which you an 
to be guided. — Therefore profit of the first opening. If tWi 
emperor’s defection is solely owing to the Dad state of hS 
own afiairs, than which nothing L admit can appear worsA 
we lutve much to lament and nothing to blame ; but if th||i 
spirit of the debatf s in the English parliarnent have tendeH 
to bring on despair, or if our want of a supply to his necessil* 
ties has crippled his armamunts, then we have at once tA 
lament and to blame. However, there is Che hand of Gocl 
in this business, and there is an end of the system of Europel 
taking in laws, manners, religion, and politics, in which I del 
lighted so much. My poor son was called oS in time — “ n4 
quid tale vicleret.” / 

I understand that Ellis spoke handsomely of me, for whiejn 
I thank him ; and do you so too, through yourself or anjj 
medium you cun find. As to Windham, he never fails, bilt 
of this there is not a word ; by our paper I should hawe 
thought he had not spoken : but it is no matter — all oiir 
plans are defeated by the settlement •which Jhe peace will 
make of the French system in the West Indies. Mr. Hud- 
dlestone’s letter is very obliging, but I really wish him to 
k^p all his sentiments concealed until he can get into the 
direction. Tell him thfit this is my opinion, and that then 
perhaps ho may steiil some little ^ood ; for w^e, who bad for 
tourteen years struggled to do more, have been miserably de- 
feated, if not with oiir own, yet with the national disgrace. 

1 wrote to Mr. ^ ward, and wonder you have not seen 

him. 1 ou had better call on Iiim, as he lies directly in your 
way. Pray let me h.‘ar from voii as often as you^jyH, though 
it were^ but by a line. Ilout coming hither mus’Mbe very in- 
convenient to you, and where is the use of your Seeing me in 
the body of this death. . In truth, I suffer very little pain, 
^ strength at aU. If I find any diffierence, it is 

that my little strength declines. Adieu. Gt)d blei®you. 

Y^ours evef, li. B. 
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TO DE. LAXTEENCE. 

My eeae Laxteekce, Bath, 12th May, 1797. 

The times are so deplorable, that I do not know how 
to write about them. Indeed I can hardly bear to think of 
them. In the selection of these mischiefs, those which have 
the most recently oppressed and overpowered, rather than 
exercised, the shattered remains of my understanding, are 
those of the navy and^tbose of Ireland. As to the first, I 
shall say nothing, except this, that you must remember from 
the moment the true genius of this French revolution began 
to dawn upon my mind, I comprehended what it would be in 
its meridian ; and that I have often said, that I should dread 
more from ono«or two maritime provinces in France, in which 
the spirit and principles of that revolution were established, 
than from the old French monarchy possessed of all that its 
ambition ever aspired to obtain ; that we should begin to be 
infected in the first Nidus and hot-bed of their infection, the 
subordinate partp of our military force, and that I should not 
be surprised at seeing a French convoyed by a British navy 
to an attack upon this kingdom. I think you must remem- 
ber the thing and the phrase. I trust in God that these 
mutineers may not as yet have imbrued their hands deeply 
in blood. If they have, we must expect the worst that can 
happen. Alas ! for the mischiefs that are done by the news- 
papers, and by the imbecility of the ministers, who neither 
refitse nor modify any concession, nor execute with prompti- 
tude the resolutions they take through fear ; but are hesi- 
tating and backward, even in their measures of retreat and 
flight : in truth, they know nothing of the manoeuvre either 
in advance or retreat. 

The other affair, nardly less perplexing, nor much less in- 
stantly urging, is that of Ireland. 

Mr. j ^ dwin was here, and he spoke something, though 
indistinctly and confusedly, of a strong desire that he sup- 
posed the Duke of Portland to have for a reconciliation with 
Lord Fitzwilliam. Whether this is mere loose talk, such as 
I have uniformly heard from the day of the fatal rupture, is 
more than I know. My answer was, that while the cause of 
this calaiAitous rupture was yet in its operation, I had done 



m 


LKTTEBS. 


jv^rything which a man like me could do to prevent it axfl 
ita effecta, but that now the question was not what 'shoull 
reconcile the Duke to Lord but what would reconcill 
Ireland to England. This was very near the whole of oul 
conversation. You know he does not see very far, nor comJ 
bine very much. I have had a hint from another quarter,] 
not inde^ very direct, to know whether it was my opinion 
that a concession to the Irish Catholics would quiet that 
country. To this I have given no answer, because at this 
tnomeot I am utterly incapable of giving any, the least dis- 
tinct. Three months ago, perhaps even two months ago, I 
can say with confidence, notwithstanding the hand from 
which it would be offered, it would have prevented the dis- 
contents from running into one mass ; even if the compliance 
had been decently evaded, and future hopes hfeld out, f think 
these mischiefs would not have happened ; but instead of 
this, every measure has been used that could possibly tend to 
irritation. The rejection of the Memorial was abrupt, final, 
and without any temperament whatsoever. The speeches iUj 
the House of Lords in Ireland were in the jsame strain ; andl 
in the House of Commons, the ministers put forward iJ 
wretched brawler, one Duigenan, of your profession, to attach 
Mr. Fox, though they knew that, as a British member of 
parliament, he w^as by them invulnerable ; but their great 
object was to get him to rail at the whole body^of Catholics 
and DissenU^rs in Ireland in the most foul and unmeasured 
language. This brought on, as they might well have expect- 
ed, from Mr. Grattan one of the mo^ animated philippics 
which he ever yet delivered, against their government and 
parliament. 

It was a speech the besf calculated that could be conceived 
further to infiamc the irritation which J:he Castle-brawls* s 
mng haran^e must necessarily have produced. As to Mr. 
jox, he h^ all tho liunour of the day, because the invective 
agmnst him w'as stiipid, and from a man of no lu^iority or 
weight whatsoever ; and the panegyric which was opposed 
to it was full of eloquence, and from a great name, fiie At- 
tome} -(^neral in wishing the motion withdrawn, as I under- 
^ means discountenance the principle upon 
which it was made, nor disown the attack which was made, 
m a manner, upon the whole people of Ireland. •The Soli- 
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Btor-Geaeral went tiie full length of supporting it. Instead 
Iff endeavouring to widen the narrow bottom upon which 
hiey stand, they make it their policy to render it every day 
Eaore narrow. In the parliament of Great Britain, Lord 
[Grenville’s speech turned the loyalty of the Catholics against 
[themselves. He argued, from that zeal and loyalty they 
manifested, their want of a sense of any grievance. This 
'speech, though probably well intended, was the most indis- 
creet and mischievous of the whole. People do not like to be 
put into practical dilemjpas. If the people are turbulent and 
riotous, nothing is to be done for them, on account of their 
evil dispositions. If they are obedient and loyal, nothing is 
to be done for them, because their being quiet and contented 
is a proof that they feel no grievance. I know that this de- 
claration has bod its natural effect, and that in several places 
the Catholics think themselves called upon to deny the in- 
ference made by ministers from their good conduct. It 
seems to them a great insult to convert their resolution to 
support the king’s government into an approbation of the 
conduct of those yvho make it the foundation of their credit 
and authority that they are the enemies of their description. 

I send you two extracts of letters, for Lord Eitzwilliam’s 
and your information, from intelligent and well-informed 
people in Cork ; ♦ und one of them from a gentleman of much 

• Ext^t of a Letter from Cork; dated May Zrd^ 1797, 

. . . ** As to the affairs of this country, I neither know what to say or 
thinly of them; but this I^m sorry to be able to assure you of, that there 
is a very Meat and general change in the minds of the people here, brought 
about within a short period. No more of that enthusiasm of loyalty and 
detestation of French principlps, which prevailed so much on the late 
alarms. It is now * I'he English minister and government detest poor 
Ireland, and tcould set tis to catting one another's throats, aS they have 
done, in the North/ ^c. ^c. In short, such is the language spoken by 
every man almost you meet, and a great deal worse. Government’s in- 
gratitude, in an absolute refusal of any further boon to the Catholics, has 
roused th ftjggp ntment of the quietest spirits ; and the severe punislunents 
indicted insome places on the militia, for going to mass, instead of the 
Protestant church, is surely, not to ‘give it a worse appellation, impolitic 
in the extreme.*’ 


Extract of a Letter from Cork; dated May Athy 1797. 


•^By ibeJDublin papers you will see what is going on there. We 
ean expect no remedy from a wretched junto, who are involving their 
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conBideration and influence in that place. These will let yoW 
see the effect of that conduct which tends to unite all descripl 
tions of persons in the South, in the same spirit of discontenl 
and in the same bonds of sedition with those of the ISTorthl 
As far as I can find, no part of the army in Ireland is yeti 
tainted with the general spirit ; but under a general discon-' 
tent it is impossible it should long continue sound ; and even 
if it did, it is as impossible that such a country can be ruled 
by a military government, even if there were no enemy abroad 
10 take advantage of that miserable ^ate of things. 

Now suffer me to throw down to you my thoughts of what 
might be expected under the existing circumstances, from the 
mere grant of an Act of Parliament for a total emancipation. 
This measure I hold to be a fundamental part in any plan for 
quieting that country and reconciling it to tliis ; but you are 
well aware, that this measure, like every other measure of the 
kind, must depend on the manner in which it is done, the 
persons who dfo it, and the skill and judgment m ith which 
the wdiole is conducted. And first, my clear opinion is, that 
as long as the present junto continue tq govern Ireland, 
such a measure mto which they must manifestly appear to 


country in certain ruin. A letter from a man in government (whom I 
cannot mention) to his friend here laments the infatuation of what he 
calls the interior cabinet, to v^Iiich he ol the exterior has no access. The 
great turnings out there give us some liopes of their filling%ip the measure 
of their iniquities before it is too late to save us. I’hat interior cabinet 
must have choked up every channel of communication to the king, or 
we never could be abandoned to the situation are now in. The swear- 
ing has reached to Carberry ; and it is said to have got into Blackpool, 
which is known to be the most Protesuait suburb of this city. Roger 
O'Connor was obliged to fly for his apostieahip, and his steward would 
have been probably convicted i!it the assizes, had he not put off his trial- 
The minds ot men are much changed since Christmas. The golden op- 
portunity was lost to govcj i uncut, of assuming the whole merit of gratit- 
ing what is certainly but a small boon. 

It must come in spite of ascendancy, with manv other reforms through 
every department, otherwise the foundation w ill be unde^iised. The 
uthe folks are hard at work to increase them, and as overbearing as ever. 
It IS astonishing how the mterest of the moment can blirtd them. But 
commutation takes place, the country never can be quiet. 

* tthes will ever be one of the most powerful weapons a demagogue 
can 'Weld, On the whole it appears to me that the minds of nwn are 
ueatea, that nothing but the fwrrors of revolution can cool them* Many 
Wish for the experiment, and to fly to ills they know not of.** 
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Ifce reluctantly driven neveir ran produce the effects proposed 
ypy it, because it is impossible to persuade the people that, as 
uon^ as they govern, they will not have both tue power and 
'inclination totally to frustrate the effect of this new arrange- 
ment, as they have done that of all the former. 

Indeed it will appear astonishing that these men should 
be kept in the sole moaojioly of all power, upon the sole 
merit of their resistance to the* Catholic claims, as inconsist- 
ent with the connexion of the two kingdoms ; and yet at the 
same time to see thos^ claims admitted, and the pretended 
principle of the connexion of the two countries abandoned, 
to preserve to the same persons the same monopoly. By 
this it would appear that the subject is either to be relieved 
or not ; and the union of the two kingdoms abandoned or 
maintained, jus?t as it may answer the purposes of a faction 
of three or lour individums. But if that junto was thrown 
out to-morrow, along with their measure, government has 
proceeded in such a manner, and committed so many [things] 
in violent declarations on this subject, that a complete eman- 
cipation would no longer pass with its former facility, and a 
strong ferment would be excited in the church party, who, 
thou^ but few in numbers, have in their hands most of the 
ultimate and superior property of the kingdom. These dif- 
ficulties appear to me to be great. Certain it is, that if they 
were remove^, the leaders of the opposition must be taken 
into their places, and become the object of confidence to an 
English government. They are to a man pledged for some 
alteration in the conititution of parliament. If they made 
no such alteration, they would lose the weight which they 
have, and which is necessary to quiet the country. If, on 
the other hand, they were to attempt a change upon any of 
the plans of moderation which I hear they have adopted, 
they would be as far from satisfying the demands of the ex- 
travagant people, whom they mean to comply with, as they 
wotdd preserving the actual constitution which was 

fabricated in 1614. The second infallible consequence would 
be, that if a revolution of this kind (for it would be a revo- 
lution) were accomplished in Ireland, though the grounds 
are a little different, yet the principle is so much the same, 
that it would be impossible long to resist an alteration of the 
same kind^on this side of the water ; and I never have doubt- 
# 2 & ) 
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ed since I came to the years of discretion, nor e^er call 
doubt, that such changes in this kingdom would be prelim-l 
inary stens to our utter ruin ; but if I considered them asj 
such at all times, what must they appear to me at a moment' 
like the present ? I see no way of settling these kingdoms 
but by a great change in the superior government here. If 
the present administration is removed, it is manifest to me, 
that the Duke of Bedford, ^d Lord Guildford, and‘ the 
Duke of Northumberland, and Lord Lansdowne, all, or most 
of them, under the direction of Mr^heridan and Mr. Fox, 
will be the sole option ; that if they took in the Duke of 
Portland, they must take him in, at best, in the state* of utter 
insignificance in which unfortunately be now stands. That 
they would gladly take in my Lord Fitzwilliam I have no 
question ; but 1 am sure he would have nf> support, and 
never would be suffered to play any principal part, as long 
as he holds the maxims and is animated by the sentiments 
for which, as a statesman, we value him. He certainly would 
be best in Ireland, but I am very far from being sure that his 
connexions there would look up to him with the same simple 
and undivided affection which they formerly did ; and I am 
equally uncertain whether he would leave behind him a min- 
istry which, in the mass, would be better disposed to his 
support than those who bad formerly betrayed him. Be- 
sides, I cannot look without horror upon his be^g conjoined 
(and possibly found in a new reign in such a conjunction) 
with a ministry who have spared no pains to prove their in- 
difference, at least, to the local hoiiou/and interest of their 
country, or to the geneml liberty of Europe ; and, indeed, 
who have w ished to leave no doub^upon any mind, that it is 
their ambition to act in this country as a subordinate depart- 
ment to the Directory of the French Eepublic. I see no ray 
of hope but in some sort of coalition between the heads of 
the factions who now distract us, formed upon a sense of the 
public danger. But unfortunately thoir animoqjJaLtowards 
each other grows wdth the danger. I confess thanT no such 
coalition is made, and yet that a change should take place, I 
see in the present ministry and its partisans an opposition 
far more formidable than that which we have at present ; 
and that after a while, at least, their principles and their 
modes of proceeding w^ not be found very different from 
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poee of the present opposition. I must add, since I am 
'opemng my mind so much at large, that when I look at the 
state of the civil list in Great Britain, which I have reason 
to know and feel to be full two years in debt to most of the 
departments, I see no means of carrying on goveimment upon 
anything like a broad bottom, even officially ; to say nothing 
of the necessary accommodation to those expectants who will 
look to come forward with advantage, or to retire without 
marks of disgrace ; and both parties have emulously concur- 
red in cutting off all those extraneous means of accommoda- 
tion which might supply the deficiency of the civil list re^ 
sources. In Ireland things are yet worse. They have seized 
upon all the means of government, in order to accommodate 
one family and its dependencies ; and they have so squan- 
dered away e^ery resource, under the pretence of providing 
a home defence, that not only is Ireland unable to form a 
system of comprehension, but England will soon find itself 
unable to supply that kingdom with the means of its ordinary 
existence. To whatever point of the compass I turn my eyes, 
I see nothing b«t difficulty and disaster. You will naturally 
say, Why therefore do you reason in a state of despair ? I do 
it, that Lord Eitz william and yourself may see my melan- 
choly reveries in this deplorable state of things. The very 
consideration of the difficulties which strike me may suggest 
to better h«ads than mine the means of overcoming them. 

I do not know whether you have seen Hussey’s Pastoral 
Letter. It is wTitten with eloquence and energy, and wdth, 
pel*hap8, too little management towards the unfortunate sys- 
tem which rules in Ireland at present ; but it is the product 
of a manly mind, strongly impressed with the trust commit- 
ted to his hands for supporting that religion, in the adminis- 
tration of which he has a very responsible place, and which 
he considers as in the commencement of a new persecution. 
It is therefore no w'onder that he recommends an adherence 
to it TMKsisr all circumstances, which many people, animated 
by a contrary party zeal, may not approve : but men must act 
according to their situation, and for one I am of opinion that 
it were better to have a strong party zeal, provided it is bot- 
tomed in our common pnnciples, than anything resembling 
infidelity, which last we know, by woeful experience, is as 
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capable of religious persecution as any sectarian spirit can 
possibly be. 

I received your letter of yesterday. Nothing can equal 
the precipitation of ministers in acceding to the demands of 
the first mutiny. Nothing but want of foresight can be al- 
leged in favour of the formalizing delay to effectuate the 
purposes of the grant which had been extorted from their 
fears. But this w^ill ever be the case of those *who act from 
no principle but fear. The moment that is over, they fall 
into a supine security. I agree with you, that no folly ever 
equalled their attempt to beg off discussion upon this sub- 
ject. They ought to have known that it would have no 
other effect than what it had, which was to provoke and in- 
flame the discussion they had so childislily sought to avoid ; 
but the w'hole is the result of that meanness ol spirit w hich 
has brought ou all our misfortunes, and rendered all our re- 
sources fruitless. 

Delicacy alone has been the sole cause of my silence to 
Mr. Windham with relation to the affairs of Ireland j other- 
wise he is entitled to and he possesses my n!ost unreserved 
confidence. 1 have therefore no sort of dilliculty in w ishing 
him to know my thoughts upon that subject. They wiirnot 
bo very encouraging to him, because I am greatly afraid that 
the preposterous method ['"‘f] beginning with force and end- 
ing W'ith concession may defeat the efibi’t of both.* If things 
had been in their natural course, I should certainly have 
agreed with him. No concession (»d the part of government 
ought ever to be made without such a demonstration of 
force as might insure it against contempt. It will always 
bo a matter of great moment in whose hands the force to be 
applied in domestic disturbances is placed. Never, no, never 
shall 1 bo persuaded that any force can appear otherwise 
than as odious, and inojv odious than dreaded, when it is 
known to be under tiie direction of Lord Carhampten. 1 
will not enter into all the particulars, but among fW^any 
mischievous measures lately adopted, his nomination to the 
office of commander-in-chief led to by far the worst conse- 
quences. 

When I ani opening my mind to you, I must add, that 
as long as a shallow, hot-headed puppy, proud and presump* 
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^tuous, and ill-behaved, like Mr, Cooke, has the chief or Any 
credit at the Castle, or with ministry here, I can expect no 
sort of good from anything that can be done in parliament. 
When we talk of giving way to Mr. Grattan and the Pon- 
sonbys, I suppose it is meant that they should be taken into 
the Irish ministry ; else to give them a triumph, and at the 
same time to leave them in a state of discontent and dissatis- 
faction, if we consider the interest of government as govern- 
ment, is to act against the most obvious dictates of common 
sense. Adieu. I truly say with Addison’s Cato, “ I 
am weary of conjecture.” I will not add with him, that 
“ this must end them.” But they must soon be ended by 
the Master of the drama, to whose will, pray with me, that 
we may be all, in all things, submissive. — Do n’t forget to 
send me the Import of the House of Commons, and that of 
the House of Lords, if you can get it ; though I do not know 
why I am anxious about it, because as a nation our fate seems 
decided, and we perish with all the material means of strength 
that ever nation has possessed, by a poverty and imbecility 
of mind which Jias no example, I am sure, and could have no 
excuse even in the weakest. Adieu, adieu. 

• Yours ever, 

E. B. 


Q TO DE. LATJEENCE. 

My dear Latjeenoe, Beaconsfield, 1st June, 1797. 
p It is not easy for me to describe to you the state of 
Lord ritzwilliam’s mind. Indeed the condition of all affairs, of 
Irish affairs in particular, especially as they relate to him, 
both as a man and as a statesman, are enough to perplex a very 
clear understanding, such as, in truth, his understanding na- 
turally is ; but independently of these difficulties, which I feel 
to press equally upon any judgment of my own, he has those 
whicly^ult from his own passions, from a strong predilec- 
tion to Mr. Fox with regard to this side of the water,* and a 
still stronger with regard to Mr. William Ponsonby on the 
other side. As to Mr. Ponsonby, he seems to be guided by 
nothing but his passions. He is by his natural temper, per- 
haps, the most vehemently irritable and habitually irritated 
of any person whom I have ever heard of — I mean of a man 
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ooBTersaBt with public affairs ; and he is even yet more hot 
in deliberation and council than he is in debate, ^rd Fitz* 
william has not only his predilections, but he is influenced, 
too much so in my opinion, though very naturally and very 
excusably, by a rooted animosity against Mr. Pitt, and, in- 
deed what he has not in particular to himself, an incurable 
suspicion of his sincerity. If his predilections bad been 
returned by any correspondent degree of attachment or con- 
fidence on the part oi Mr. Ponsonby or Mr. Grattan, 1 
should not be inclined to blame the c^fidence which he has 
in them, because, independently of their conduct (under 
great provocations, I admit), they are, especially the latter, 
men of integrity and public spirit ; but they not only do not 
act in confidence or in concert with Lord Fitzwilliam, but 
they are actually engaged in personal connexfbn, and com- 
bined in public arrangements, in a manner that would vir- 
tually exclude my Lord Fitzwilliam as much from all in- 
fluence and direction in public affairs as Mr. Pitt does, or 
possibly can do. It is plain that Ponsonby has concerted the 
infernal plan of w^hat he calls Parliamentary E/cform, with 
the opposition here, and eminently wnth his son-in-law, Mr. 
Grey, with w'hom lie is connected full as much by politick as 
he is by family ties. Lord Fitzwilliam sees this Parliament- 
ary Beforin, thus pushed in concert by the opposition in 
both kingdoms, exactly in the same light which yosiand I do, 
and yet wdtiiout regard to the dreadful consequences which 
he fort'sees from this measure, and w ithout regard to the total, 
at least temporary, alienation of those people from his confi- 
dence, his connexion, and his principles. 1 plainly perceive 
that, if he was consulted, he would advise to throw every- 
thing into their hands If I am asked what I would myself 
advise in such a case, I sliould certainly advise the same, but 
with this temperament and express previous condition, that 
they renewed their coutideiice in Lord Fitzwilliam, whom I 
hold tq be the only pe^'son to settle Ireland j and they 
give him some assurance je a man, a gentleman, and a fiiend, 
that they will be practicable about their schemes of changing 
the constitution of the House of Commons ; and that 
they will desist from the scheme of an absentee tax, which 
in its principle goes more to the disconnexion of ^e two 
kingdoms than anything which is proposed by the United 



LETTESa. 


521 


■iahmeiL As to Mr. Gra^an’s other project, of laying 
ftw taxes upon English commodities, and the principle 
Kon which he proposes it, — namely, that England is a 
preign and a hostile kingdom and adverse in interest, 
git] IS, I think, a measure he would hardly persevere in. 
h think the difficulty of the case is extreme, v^hen you 
(consider the military government establislied on the one 
[hand, and the wild democratic representation proposed 
fas its cure [on] the other. If Lord Eitzwilliam cannot 
' be the Lord-Lieutenai^t, a thing to which he never would 
consent, and indeed in prudence ought not to do, leaving 
an adverse cabinet behind him, and if that adverse cabi- 
net be, as it is, full as little disposed to trust to him as 
he is to rely upon it, the only way in which he can be 
serviceable is ki a mediatorial capacity; and this office of 
a mediator he certainly cannot perform in the temper he is 
in at present. I have entered into a very great detail with 
him, perhaps into too great a detail, upon all those points, 
not being quite sure that I should live to converse with him 
again upon the s,ubject ; yet I am afraid that I have poured 
too much into a mind in itself over anxious and over full. 
He does not like, nor indeed do I much, the manner in 
which he seems to be indirectly and without the least confi- 
dence consulted about a particular member of an arrange- 
ment, I mea^L that of naming your namesake, Judge Law- 
rence, to be Chancellor of Ireland. It is plain that they 
mean some change to satisfy the people, but not essentially 
to alter their system, or to bring in any man whose local 
weight and authority might counterbalance that of Lord 
Clare and his faction, or prove a gratification to any de- 
scription of the people, or to facilitate any general arrange- 
ment ; and they seem to want a sort of sanction from Lord 
Eitzw^iam, with regard to a single member of some system 
with which he is wholly unacquainted. The thing was first 
suggesfcedio him by Lord Carlisle, and Woodford in a letter 
to me made the same suggestion, to be communicated to Lord 
Fitzwilliam as from Mr. Windham. He was naturally much 
against giving any opinion on the subject ; for which he 
gave many good reasons ; but he was so hurt at those hn- 
confidentjj^ confidences, that he was for some time unwilling 
that 1 should communicate his reas'^ns for declining any 
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opiDion in ray answer to Mr. Woodford’s communicatioljH 
However, I persuaded him to let me do it, as I am sure thaB 
guarding himself by a prudent suspicion, he ought to be ill 
open to hear as cautious to determine upon any mattel 
relative to Ireland. This is all with which I have totroublJ 
you at present. j 

A 8 to the state of my body since my return, I cannot belpj 
smiling at the thought of Woodford’s seeing it in so gay a j 
point of view ; for I am sure if I should live to see you, you will 
rather think me a man dug out of Jbe grave than as a man 
going, as I am, into it, 1 am infinitely weaker than when I 
left this, and far more emaciated. “Pallor in ore sedet, , 
maeies in corpore toto.” I look like Ovid’s Envy, but, thank I 
God, without much envying any one ; and certainly not in a 
condition to be envied, except by those wbo prognosticate 
the dreadful evils of every kind which are impending 
over us. Adieu. Mrs. Burke salutes you cordially ; and 
believe me 

Ever youra, 

, E. B. 


P. S. I forgot to tell you that I have seen and conversed, 
though not enough, with Dr. Hussey ; but this I tnow, 
that he has stated facts sufficient to justify almost every- 
thing which might have been considered as indiscreet in his 
pastoral letter. • 


TO THOMAS KEOGH, ESQ., OIlAX’s-I^K COFFEE-HOlTsfi. 

Sia, Beaconsfield, 17th J^ov., 1796. 

1 am so much out of the v^rld, that I sim not sur- 
prised every one should be ignorant of, as he is uninterested 
in, the state of my herJtk, my habits of bfe, or anything else 
that belongs to me. 

Your obliging letior of the 20th of July was c^iyered to 
me at Bath, to which place I was driven by urgentnecessity, 
as my only chance of preserving a life which did not then 
pro^se a month’s duration. I was directed to suspend all 
application to business, even to the writing of a common let- 
ter ; M it was thought that I had suffered by some such ap- 
plication, and by the attendant anxiety, before and i9R>out that 
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mne. I returned from Bai/h not well, but much recovered 
*om tbe state in which I had been ; and I continued in the 
time condition of convalescence for a month or sk weeks 
longer. Soon after I began gradually to decline, and at this 
moment I do not find myself very materially better or stronger 
pan when I was sent to Bath. 

r I am obliged to you for the offer which you made in that 
[letter, of conveying anything from me to Ireland ; but I really 
thought you had known that I have no kind of correspond- 
ence or communication with that country, and that for a good 
while I had not taken any part whatsoever in its afiairs. I 
believe you must have observed when last I had the honour 


of seeing you in London, how little any opinions of mine are 
ilikely to prevail with persons in power here, even with those 
with whom I Iftid formerly a long and intimate connexion. 
I never see any of his Majesty’s ministers, except one gen- 
tleman, who, from mere compassion, has paid me some visits 
in this my retreat, and has endeavoured by his generous sym- 



about them. I cannot conceive how you or anybody can 
think lhat any sentiments of mine are called for, or even ad- 
mitted, when it is notorious that there is nothing at home 
or abroad, in war or in peace, that I have the good fortune 
to be at all pieased with. I ought to presume that they who 
have a great public trust, who are of distinguished abilities, 
and who are in the 'ygour of their life, behold things in a 
justSr point of view than I am able to see them, however my 
self-partiality may make me too tenacious of my own opinion. 
I am in no degree of confidence with the great leader either 
of ministry or opposition. 

In a general way, I am but too well acquainted with the 
distracted state of Ireland, and with the designs of the pub- 
lic enemy pointed at that kingdom. I have my own thoughts 
upon the c^i^ses of those evils. You do me mstice in saying, 
in your letter of July, that I am a true Irishman. Con- 
sidering as I do England as my country, of long habit, of ob- 
ligation, and of establishment, and that my primary duties 
are hers, I cannot conceive how a man can be a genuine 
Englishma^j, without being at the same time a true Irishman, 
though fortune should have made his birth on this side of the 
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water. I think the same sentiments ought to be reciptociil 
on the of Ireland, and if possible with much strongJ 
reason. Ireland cannot be separated one moment fiH>m Engl 
land, without losing every source of her present .pros^riM 
and even hope of her future. I am very much afflicted, 
deeply and bitterly afflicted, to see that a very small faction 
in L^land should arrogate it to itself to be the whole of that 
great kingdom ; I am more afflicted in seeing that a very 
minute part of that small faction should be able to persuade 
any person here, that on the suppoi^ of their power the con- 
nexion of the two kingdoms essentially depends. This 
strange error, if persevered in (as I am afraid it will), must 
accomplish the ruin of both countries. At the same time I 
must as bitterly regret, that any persons who suffer by the 
predominance of that corrupt fragment of it faction should 
totally mistake the cause of their evils, as well as their re- 
medy ; if a remedy can he at all looked for ; which I confess 
I am not sanguine enough to expect in any event, or from the 
exertions of any person ; and least of all from exertions of 
mine, even if I had either health or prospect of life commen- 
surate to 80 difficult an undertaking. I say, I do regret, that 
the conduct of those who suffer should give any advantage to 
those who are resolved to tyrannize. I do believe that this 
conduct has served only as a pretext for aggravating the ca- 
lamities of that party, which, though superior jpi number, is 
from many circumstances much inferior iii force. 

I believe there are very few cases which will justify a re- 
volt ^aii^t the established governmenl of a country, Icjt its 
constitution be what it will, and even thi)ugh its abuses 
should be great and provoking; ; Jbut I am sure there is no 
case in which it is justifiable, either to conscience or to pru- 
dence, to menace resistance when there is no means of en^t- 
ing it, nor perhaps in the major part any disposition. You 
know the state of t hat country better than I can pretend to 
do, but I could wian, if there was any use in retn^pect, that 
those menaces had been forborne ; because they have caused 
a i^al alarm in some weaic though well-intentioned minds; 
and bemuse they furnish the bold and crafty with p?^tences 
for exciting a prosecution of a much more fierce and terrible 
nature than I ever remember, even when the country was 
under a system of laws apparently less favourable^ its tran- 



LETTIfiEi. 


525 


I ity and good government, at the same time that sober 
tion has lessened in thb exact proportion in which flashy 
aces increased. Pusillanimity (as often it does) has suc- 
ed to rage and fury. Against all reason, experience, and 
rvation, many persona in Ireland have t^en it into their 
is that the innuence of the government here has been 
muse of the misdemeanour of persons in pOwer in that 
itry, and that they are suffering under the yoke of a Brit- 
iomination. I must speak the truth — I must say, that 
all the evils of Ireland originate within itself; that it is the 
boundless credit which it given to an Irish cabal that pro- 
duces whatever mischiefs both countries may feel in their re- 
lation. England has hardly anything to do with Irish 
government. I heartity wish it were otherwise ; but the 
body of the p^ple of England, even the most active poli- 
ticians, take little or no concern in the affairs of Ireland. 
They are, therefore, by the minister of this country, who 
fears upon that account no responsibility here, and who shuns 
all responsibility in Ireland, abandoned to the direction of 
those who are actually in possession of its internal govern- 
ment : this has ^een the case more eminently for these five 
or six last years ; and it is a system, if it deserves that name, 
not likely to be altered. 

I conceive that the last disturbances, and those the most 
important, and which have the deepest root, do not originate, 
nor have thdy their greatest strength, among the Catholics : 
but there is, and ever has been, a strong republican Protest- 
ants faction in Ireland, which has persecuted the Catholics 
as long as persecution would answer their purpose, and now 
the same faction would dupe them to become accomplices in 
effectuating the same purposes ; and thus either by tyranny 
or seduction would accomplish their ruin. It was witn 
grief I saw last year with the Catholic delegates a gentle- 
man, who was not of their religion, or united to them in any 
avowable bond of a public interest, acting as their secretary, 
in their most confidential concerns. I afterwards found 
that this gentleman’s name was implicated in a correspond- 
ence with certain Protestant conspirators and traitors, who 
are acting in direct connexion with the enemies of all go- 
vernment and religion. He might be innocent ; and I am 
very 8ur»f that those who employed and trusted him were 
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perfectly ignorant of hia treasonable correspondenoeB afll 
designs, if such he had ; but as he has thought proper m 
quit the king’s dominions about the time of the investigfl 
non of that conspiracy, unpleasant inferences may have been 
<^wn from it. I never saw him but once, which was izi 
your company, and at that time knew nothing of his connexJ 
ions, character, or dispositions. I 

I am never likely to be called upon for my advice in this' 
or in any business ; and after having once almost forcibly ob- 
truded myself into it, and having found no sort of good effect 
from my uncalled-for interference, 1 shall certainly, though 
1 should have better health than I can flatter myself with, 
never again thrust myself into those intricate aftairs. Per- 
sona of much greater abilities, rank, and consequence than I 
am, and who had been called by their situation to those 
affairs, have been totally overwhelmed by the domineering 
party in Ireland, and have been disgraced and ruined, as far 
as independence, honour, and virtue can be ruined and dis- 
graced. However, if your leisure permits you to pay a visit 
to this melancholy infirmary, I shall certainly receive any 
information with which you are pleased to Turnish me ; but 
merely as news, and what may serve to feed the little interest 
I take in this world. You will excuse my having used the 
hand of a confidential friend in this letter, for indeed I sufter 
much by stooping to wilte. 

1 liave the honour to bef &c. 

Edmunp Bueke. 


FBA.GMENT OF A LETTER TO LORD CHAUCELLOR 
LOUOHBOROjrOH. 

WiXHaUT ▲ DATE. 

My I)ea.e Lord, 

I am to inform you, that your good-natured presenta- 
tion has had its full eflect, and that Bffr. Etty i^parson of 
Whitchurch. By that one arrangement your Lomship has 
the satisfaction of making several people h^py : the person 
who resigned the living not the least so. lour prot^g^ is 
much attached to a very pleasing young woman, the daughter 
of a worthy clergymaju in this neighbourhood. Without this 
preferment there was no hope of their union. All tl!e parties 
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ha>‘e a considerable degree of merit ; and tbey feel much 
gratitude for the happiness they enjoy, and the good project 
i¥hich, in their estimate, lies before them. I am sure 1 am 
myself extremely obliged to you on this occasion, and should 
think myself much to blame, if I neglected to make you my 
Ibest acknowledgments. 

We must enjoy those transient satisfactions as they arise, 
'without inquiring too minutely into their probable duration. 
G-od knows how long the church establishment, on which 
these people exist, and^to which such multitudes are now 
breeding up^ is likely to last. But whenever that goes, it 
will go with everything else. 

"V^^en that grand period will arrive it is not easy to foresee 
with exactness ; but there are plain and evident marks of its 
approach. I d» n’t mean that they appear in the event of 
this or that measure (though the prospect in that point of 
view is gloomy enough), but in the dispositions of men, 
which prepare bad events and improve accidental misfortune 
into systematic ruin. I very much doubt whether, in any 
country, they wl^o have the charge of us, the poor flock, are 
sufficiently aware of the giant-strides with which the great 
over-bearing master-calamity of the time is advancing towards 
us. All you, the great, act just as if you thought a thou- 
sand things were to be feared or pursued for their own 
separate sak(gs, when, in reality, none are worth notice, other- 
wise than as they tend to promote or resist the cause of 
Jacobinism. What amazes me, even to consternation and 
honor, is, that people, otherwise of the very best under- 
standings, proceed exactly as if everything stood in the 
situation in which you and I saw them thirty years ago, at 
a time when very great errors led but to very slight conse- 
quences; and not as they are now, when very slight mistakes 
lead to incalculable evils. Then the greatest changes which 
could be apprehended could very little affect the domestic 
happiness qjf the greater part of mankind ; — now no man’s 
fireside is safe from the efiects of a political revolution. 

I confess that the conversation 1 nad with your Lordship, 
when you were kind enough to pay a short visit to this 
melancholy abode, filled me with no small uneasiness at that 
time and ever since. From the tenor of that conversation 
I ooUectei^ that f the ministry should exist at all in the 
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/Ibm it bad lately taken, it must lose for ever that cement 
of cordiality, of cooperation, and of unity of design ft» 
which alone political coalitions are worth pursuing anlji 
framing. ' 

This disunion has happened at the time, in the manner, and 
on the subject which of all others is calculated to render it 
fatal. We see our way but ill before us I I thought that the 
reputation and the permanence of Mr. Pitt’s administration 
was the very corner-stone of the salvation of Europe. I 
thought that the junction lately made was the security of 
that angular piece. You know that although I had no share 
in the executive detail (a thing for which I have little capa- 
city and no liking), how ardently I wished, how earnestly I 
laboured for, and how truly I rejoiced in the late arrange- 
ment. But would to Grod it had never been»made ! without 
it there was a possibility (in truth, no more than a pos- 
sibility) of avoidmg ruin. But now, at least in my bosom, 
every ray of hope is extinguished. 

I know that many of those who considered themselves as 
Mr. Pitt’s friends, and many of those who v^ere in the closest 
connexion with the Duke of Portland and with Lord Fitz- 
william, were against the late coalition. They will neither 
of them be sorry to see them kept in with humiliation and 
mortification, or, what one set of them will like better, to see 
them kicked out with disgrace. But their rejcjjcing will be 
the grief of a late posterity. 

** The child will rue, that is unborn^ the hunting of that day.*' 

It is as I expected: Lord Fitzwilliam ibuot to go to Ii^ltod. 
The reason, as I bear, for his not going is that alone for 
which I should wish him to go at^all. It was apprehended 
that he would make some changes in Ireland. I have seen 
and conversed with Lord F. upon Ireland ; though not at 
all about the arrangements of men, nor the difficult case 
which has since occuired, and of which it did not seem to me 
that Lord F. had the least suspicion. He desired to talk to 
me, as to a man of some knowledge in the affairs of Ireland, 
and of great zeal and eitoestness that the king’s business 
should go on prosperously in that kingdom, and at this time. 
I gave him my honest opinions (which you know, as wsB as 
he knows them) on that subject. I took the liberty, even 
before I had seen him, and on the prospect of Hutchinson’s 
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death (or instantly after it, I forget which), U} caution hittr 
against jobbing away the two oflfices which he held, particu- 
larly that of the college. Of this I am sure, that, before 
liutchinson’s death, I wrote to Grattan to exert himself to 
|>revent that seminary of the church of Ireland from becom- 
ing a matter of state accommodation or private patronage. 
X wrote to the Duke of Portland a long letter to the same 
^ect. Even in the first paroxysms of grief, under the heavy 
hand of Gk>d, when Windham’s kindness broke in upon me, 
finding it long before gwen out that I was soliciting, and in 
one paper it being asserted that I had secured it to myself, 
I spoke and wrote my mind very fully to him against this 
radical job, which struck at the rising generation, and poi- 
soned public principle in its first stamen — and when I heard 
that one Dr. Btmnet, not content w’ith his bishopric, was so 
greedy and so frantic, at this time, when the church labours 
under so much odium for avarice, as to wish to rob the mem** 
bers of its seminary, men of the first characters in learning 
and morals, of their legal rights, and by dispensation to grap- 
ple to himself, a stranger and wholly unacquainted with the 
body, its lucrative provostsbip as a Comm^’^Ham, I wrote to 
the Duke of Portland strongly to enforce the idea I express- 
ed to your Lordship in our conversation, and before to him 
by letter against unstatutable nominations. I considered a 
dispensation to be to the statutes only as equity to law ; and 
that he, the Duke of Portland, had no right by bis arbitraiy 
will and pleasure to recommend a violation of the law, and 
th« robbing of othi^ people of their undoubted rights. 
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scheme for an. vlii. 
530. 

Accountant, an inaccurate one. vii. 
433. 

Advocates, latitude allowed to, vii. 
42. 

Affidavit, of Mr. Hastings, viii. 321 ; 

a delicate one, 325, 347. 
Ahasuerus’ feast, vii. 318. 

Akber, Emperor, conquers Bengal, 
vii. 53. 

Algiers, laconic reply of the Dey of, 

vii. 18. 

Ali Ibrahim Khfim, viii. 182. 
Allaverdy Khdn, murders his mas- 
ter, vii. 54 ; atrocities of, viii. 18. 
Allen, Robert Sieere, hU letter to 
Mr. Johnson, viii. 200. 

Almas Ali Khiui, administration of, 

viii, 293. 

Anderson, Mr., vii. 208 j his timid 
character, 209 ; question put to, 
viii. 369. 

Anstruther, Mr , vii. 450. 

Arabs, their power in Bengal, viii. 
50. 

Armagh, proceedings in the county 
of, viii. 500. 

Arzec of Rajah Gobuid Ram, to the 
Vizier, viii. 129. 

Arzies. or petitions, viii. 81. 

Asia, the governments of. vU. 104 ; 
the greater part under Maho- 
medan rule, 105; morality in, 
114. 

Aubrey, Sir John, viii. 447. i 


I Aumeeny, or commission, tiii. 35i 

I defined, 355. 

i Aumfls, oppressions of the, viii. 293. 

[ Avarice, the roof of ali evU, vii. 125 
— 128 ; martyrs of, 188. 

Azoph Ul Dowlab, son of the Nabob 
of Oude, his insolence and ra- 
pacity, viii. 21 ; his proposal to ^ 
Mr. Hastings, 22 ; his treaty with 
the Compaiw, 111 ; his power 
weakened, 112 ; arrear of subsidy 
due from, J 15 ; becomes a vassal 
to the Company, 118 ; ortfwed to 
Chunar, 158 ; cruel oppressions of, 
173; visits his mother, 234; her 
letter to Mr. Hastings, 255 ; let- 
ters from; 262 ; fiis estimation of 
his father's family, ib . ; treaty to 
be procured from, 265 ; lett^ of, 
in whidh he bewails his uniiappy 
condition, 299 ; his extraordinary 
statement, 302 ; his recommend - 
alien of Munny Begum, 331 $ sub- 
mits to the control of Mr. Hast- 
ings, 335. 

Bacon. Lord, demeanour of, tit. 467; 
sentence passed upon, viii. 438. 

Bahar. province of, told to wicked 
men, vii. 225. 

Baharbund, zemindary of, a witness 
examined respecting, vii. 220. 

Balfour, Colonel, r^rt of, till 43; 
particulars respecting, 45. 

Banyans, or native faetmns, tii. 32 ; 
their tyranny and o^^ireision, 33 ; 
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Uieir absofute power over Eu- 
ropeans as well as natives, 3^1; 
distinctions regarding them, 35 ; 
those of Calcutta, 138 ; their pe- 
nurious character, 393 ; farms let 
to, 163, viii 353, 

Darker, Sir Robert, offer made to, 
viii. 429. 

Barlow, Mr., on the state of trade 
in India, viii. 97. 

Barratch and Oorruckpore, causes 
of the rebellion in, viii. 207. 

Barrd, Colonel, frauds of, 509. 

Bar well, Mr., appointment of, vii. 
141 ; his absence from the Coun- 
cil, viii. 338. 

Beard, custom of spitting on the, 
viii. 107. • 

Bechetta, a poisoncfis plant, vii. 188. 

Begum, letter of Captain Gordon to 
her, viii. 226 ; her friendly dis- 
position, i6. ; charges against her, 
232 ; conditional order of the 
Court of Directors for her restor- 
ation, 246 ; her remonstrance at 
the treatment of tlfe women, 273 ; 
her sufferings, 274. 

BegunA, ladies of the seraglio, their 
treasures seized, viii. 184,258,263. 

Behar Ali Kh&n, scourged, viii 202. 

Behardre, Nabob, complaint of, viii. 

281. t 

Belli, Mr., Secretary of Mr. Hast- 
ings, vii. 475 ; commission given 
to. iriii. 370. • 

Benares, state of, in the time of 
Cheit Sing, vii. 49 ; on the sove- 
reignty of, 95, 484 ; viii. 10 {» pro- 
posal for delivering up the coun- 
try, 22 ; object of Mr. Hastings in 
going there, 35 ; rebellion in, 40 ; 
revenue of, 51, 65; anew sovereign 
of, 53 ; devastations in, 55 — 65 ; 
altered stat) of, 87 ; the visit of 
Mr. Hastings to, 88; tyranny ^in, 
96 ; extract from the proceedings 
of the president at, viii. 98 ; de- 
gradation of the people in, 103, 
106. 

Beneram Pundit, viii. 14; letter 

. ffom, 431-^36. 
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Bengal, provinces in, vii. 46 ; care 
of the traveller in, ib , ; power of 
the Arabs in, 50 ; the Mahometan 
sovereigns in, ib, ; its conquest by 
Akbar, 53; soubahs or viceroys 
of, 54 ; concussions in the em- 
pire of, ib, ; massacres in, t&. ; 
British dominion in, 55; fresh 
revolution m, 61 ; accession of 
Cossim Ally Cawn to the throne 
of, 77 ; ruinous effects of trade 
in, 80 ; effects of the war in, 86 ; 
happy settlement of its govern- 
ment by Lord Clive, 89 ; landed 
property in, confiscated, 13o ; re- 
venues of, ib. ; state of affairs in, 
137 ; ravages in, 236 ; famine in, 
254, 310 ; causes of it, 250 ; 
abuses in, 341 ; three distinct 
classes of people in, viii. 306 ; op- 
pressions of Mr. Hastings in, 308 ; 
disposal of the landed interests 
in, 352, 355 ; the Company's let- 
ter in reference to, 358 ; under 
the authority of Gunga Govin 
Sing, 381. 

Bengal Revenue Consultations, ex 
tract from, vii. 205. 

Benn, Mr., succeeds Mr. Markham, 
viii. 84 ; his reign, 87. 

Berar, Rajah of, sum of money 
given to, vii. 370, 433. 

Bidjigur, fort of, viii. 27, 47 ; the 
wives and family of Cheit Sing 
in, 47 ; plundered, 50. 

Bijanaut, Rajah of Dinagepore, vii. 
443. 

Bishops, the lights of religion, vii. 
230. 

Bolingbroke's Abridgment of the 
Iri^ Statutes, viii. 501. 

Bonds, called for by Mr. Hastings, 
vii. 372-~408. 

Boxey Rogoober Dyall, character 
of, viii. 77. 

Brahmins, high caste of, vii. 190; 
cruelties to the, 191 ; their laws, 
492. 

Bribe-broker, an extensive one, viii. 
383. 

Bribery, evils of, vii. 132 — 
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organized gystem of, 135, 207, 
208; act of parliament to pre- 
Tent, 156, 359 ; a new scheme of, 
368. 

Bribes, little known in England, vii. 
241 ; effects oi^ from the example 
of a Governor-General, 242 ; on 
the receipt of, 365; reasons for 
concealing, 403. 

Bristow, Mr,, appointment of, viii. 
112 ; the resident at Oude, 115 ; 
his removal, 121 , 122 ; the Direct- 
ors order him to be re -in stated, 
123 ; appointed superintendent of 
political affairs, 128; rciisons as- 
signed by Mr. Hastings for his 
recall from Lucknow, 129; evi- 
dence of, 188 ; prisoners released 
by, 204 ; letter of, ib. ; order to, 
205 ; his correspondence with 
Major Gilpin, 269 ; his letters 
to the Board, 289 ; on the sad 
state of Oude, 292. I 

Brown, Major, testimony of, viii. 
189. 

Brunswick, Duke of, viii. 482. 

Bullock -contracts, viii. 370. 

Bulwant Sing, government of, viii. 
49 ; the father of Cheit Sing, 29 ; 
otition from his widow, 81 ; con- 
rmed in his principality, b8. 

Burgh, William, Esq., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 455. 

Burgoyne, General, captivity of, viii. 
468 ; his character, 469. 

Burke, Edmund, letter of Mr. Ro- 
chester to Lord Milton on his life 
and writings, vii. 1 ; his speeches 
on the impeachment of Warren 
Hastings, 4 ; his official services, 
5 ; opens the proceedings in the 
House of Lords on the trial of 
Warren Hastings, 8 ; explains the 
part taken by the Commons, 9 ; 
his remarks on the abuse of power, 
11, 20, 27 ; on the affairs of India, 
12 ; on the crimes of Mr. Hast- 
ing^, 14; takes a glance at the 
rising influence of the East India 
Company, 20 ; his observations on 
tiMur system of government, 24 ; 


reads the committee's recommend, 
ationof DebiSing,174 ; his various 
charges against Warren Hastings, 
228; his observations thereon, 
229 ; his remarks on religious 
worship, 232 1 on the effects of 
bribery, 242 ; on the enormity of 
the corruptions practised by the 
Governor-General, 299 ; reviews 
his conduct, 308 ; admonished 
by the House of Commons, 346 ; 
indulgence claimed by» 348 ; his 
apolqgy, 350 ; his remarks upon 
the accounts of Mr. Larkins, 441 ; 
his summary of the cha rges against 
Mr. Hastings, 447 ; his report to 
the House of Commons as to the 
prcA:eedings in the House of 
Lords, 451 ; on the causes of the 
rebellion in Barratch, viii. 207 ; 
on the conduct of Sir El^ah Im- 
pey, 215 ; on Mr. Hastings* treat- 
ment of the Begums, 248, 276; 
interrupted by Mr. Hastings, 251 ; 
his reply to the Lord Cbimcellor, 
282 ; concludes his address to the 
Lords, 439; his letters to the 
Honourable Gerard Hamilton, 
442, 444 ; to the Marquis af Rock- 
ingliam, 447—457 ; to Arthur 
Young, Esq., 449; to Charles 
Townshend, Esqi, 451 ; to a 
Prussian gentleman, 452 ; to 
William Burgh, Esq., 455 ; to 
John Bourke, Esq., 463; la the 
Earl of Hillsborough, 465 ; to Dr. 
Benjamin Frankli^ 468 ; to Phi- 
lip Francis, Esq., 470: to Captain 
Woodford. 475 : to Lord Gren- 
ville, 477; to Mrs. Crewe, 482; 
to Rev. Dr. Hussey, 484 ; to Ed- 
ward Malone, Esq., 490 ; to Dr. 
Laurence, 491— &3, 497—499, 
502 - j 06, 509—^1, 519; to 
Thomas Keogh, Esq., 522; to 
Lord Chancellor 'Louj^borough, 
526. 

Burke, William, one of the King d 
Tanj ore’s agents, tuL 466. 

Buxar, interview wi^ the foeident 
at, viU. 90. ^ 
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CiboolMt, or, <Sontract, tU. 417— 
434, 438—441. 

Caius Verres, character of, vii. 237. 

Calcutta, fort taken at, by Surajah 
Dowla, vii. 59 ; ita conquest by 
the British, 60 ; the Council at, 
63; secret treaty concluded at, 
76 : ostensible Council formed at, 
164 1 power of the Council at, 
▼iii. 57 ; letter of the Directors 
to the Council at, 243 ; letter 
from the president at, to tWe select 
Committee of the Directors, 314 ; 
Committee of revenue in, 377 ; 
Mahomedan college founded at, 
394. 

Calliaud, Major, commander of the 
British troops, *vii. 62, 63, 65 ; 
concurs in the proposed revolu- 
tion, 64; visited in his tent by 
the Nabob of Bengal, 66 ; writes 
to Mr. Holwell, 67 ; affixes his 
seal to an instrument of blood 
and treachery, 68; his defence, 
70, 71; hears of the death of 
Prince Meeran, 75. 

Camac, Colonel, vii. 401, 

Cantoo Baboo, the banyan, a 
Geiitoo, trust committed to, vii. 
46, 13S, 1^2 ; farms given to 
him, 139 ; commanded by Mr. 
Hastings not to appear before the 
Board, 288 ; secret ujiknown to, 
4 f9— 423. 

Cantoo Naut, adoption of, vii. 443. 

Capitation-tax, the Hindoos freed 
from the, vii. 51. ^ 

Carhampton, Lord, appointment of, 
viii. 518. 

Carnatic, desolation of the, viii, 432. 

Cartier, Sir John, Governor, orders 
of, 313, 3^. 

Castes, or or&rs among the Gentoos, 
viL 45. 

Catholics, atheism among, viii. 485 ; 
treatment of the, 494 ; their griev- 
ances, 499 ; on concessions to the, 
512; claims of the, 515; perse- 
cuted, 521. 

Champion, Colonel, letter to, vii. 


Chapman, Mr., commission given to, 
viii. 395 — 409. 

Chardin’s Travels, alluded to, viii 
260. 

Charity, its lustre in retirement, vii. 
320. 

Charter of the East India Company, 
vii. 42. 

Cheit Sing, the days (/f, vii, 49 — 51 ; 
large bribe received from, 412 — 
417, 434; his present to Mr. 
Hastings, 435 ; case of, viii. 9 ; 
charge brought by Mr. Hastings 
against, 9, 11 ; his sovereignty 
in Benares, 10 ; his supposed in- 
trigues with the Nabob of Oude, 
14 ; flight of, 15 ; fine imposed 
on, ib. ; rebellion of, 16, 245 ; 
writes to Mr. Hastings to appease 
his wrath, 20; arrested, 38; in- 
sult and brutality to, 39 ; his 
wives and family, 47 ; expelled 
from his dominions, 53 ; im- 
peachment of, 93 ; his ancestors 
slandered, 107. 

Chevalier, Mr., declaration of, viii. 
327. 

Chittendur, Mr., evidence of, vii. 292, 

Chowkey, or place of guard, vii. 49. 

Chunar, treaty of, viii. 35, 156, 168, 
169, 221 ; the Nabob ordered to, 
1 58 ; the castle of, 209. 

Clavering, General, alluded to, vii. 
149, 154, 156 ; his protest against 
the military brigade, 155; his 
death, 163, 180, 304, 325; viii. 
115, 354 ; his high character, vii. 
302; reply of, viii. 406. 

Clive, Lord, genius of, vii. 60; his 
return to Europe, 61, 90; pro- 
ceeds to India to redress the 
grievances of the country, 87, 91 ; 
wise measures adopted bv, 88 ; 
his arrival in India, viii. 132, 244 ; 
complaints made to, 245; the 
predecessor of Warren Hastings, 
385. 

Coja Petruse, an Armenian, vii. 
76. 

Colebrooke, Mr., the Persian trans- 
lator, viii. 118 ; report of^ ib. 
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Colchester committee, its proceed- 
ings, vii. 235. 

Com, Governor of, put to death, vii. 
115. 

Commerce, the riches of a country, 
vii. 79. 

Commons, House of, part taken by, 
in the impeachment of Warren 
Hastings, vii. 9 ; watch over tlie 
affairs of India, 12; defence of 
Wairen Hastings before the, 13 ; 
its consideration and forbearance, 
14 ; inquiries in, concerning pe- 
culations in India, 154 ; admoni- 
tion of, to Mr. Burke, 346 ; reso- 
lution of, 349 ; its sense of Mr. 
Hastings’ criminality, 457 ; Mr. 
Hastings* accusation against the, 
462 ; its duties, 465 ; passed the 
regulating Act in 1773, viii. 317 ; 
defiance of the, 424. 

Congress, American, proceedings of 
the, viii. 468. 

Conscience, testimony of a person to 
his own, vii, 72. 

Constitution, British, its excellence, 

vii. 10. 

Contracts, purpose for which they 
were given, viii. 369. 

Conyers, Miss, viii. 462. 

Coote, Sir Eyre, pension to, viii. 
267 ; his letter to the Board at 
Calcutta, 291 ; contract of, 370. 

Corah and Allahabad, their transfer, 

viii. 427 ; value of, ib. 

Cork, extracts of letters from, viii. 
513. 

Cornwallis, Lord, vii. 344, 393 — 
404 ; government of, viii. 34 ; 
powers intrusted to him, in- 
quiry instituted by , 98 ; letter 
m>m, 298 ; inqui^sition of, 411; 
evidence of, 413. 

Coromandel, the Governors of, vii. 
154. 

Corruption, system of, vii. 140; 
con^uences ol^ 338. 

Cossim Ally Cawn, murders his fa- 
ther-in-law, vii. 63 ; a bold and 
designing man, 74; reports re- 
specting, 75; treaty with, 76; 


his accession to t^e throne of 
Bengal, 77 ; murders perpetrated 
by, ib. ; his nefarious tyrwny, 
78 ; his slaughter of the English at 
Patna, 81 ; war declared against, 
ib. ; defeated by the English, 86 ; 
allies to his cause, ib, ; his ex- 
pulsion from Bengal, viii. 308. 

Councils, provincial, establifdied, 
viii. 374 ; members of it, 375. 

Covenants, sent out by the East 
Indif Company, vii. 132. 

Crewe, Mrs., letter of M*"- Burke to, 
viii. 482. 

Crime, punishment of, vii. 114. 

Crimes, charged against Warren 
Hastings, vii. 14. 

Crofts, Mr., sub^reasnrer, vii. 135, 
155; error of, viii. 425. 

Cuninghame, Mr., created a peer, 
viii. 494. 

Cuttah, ruinous state of, viii, 290. 

Dancing girls o4 India, vii. 265, 318. 

Davy, Major, an oriental scholar, 
vii. 497 ; military Persian inter- 
preter, viii. 119. 

Debi Sing, an agent of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s, vii. 172 ; in possession of 
the Rajah’s afii^rs, 173 ; the 
committee’s recommendation of, 
174; some account of, 175; his 
exactio^ in Pumea, 176 ; pro- 
vinces mtrusted to his cflarge, 
1 7 7, 180 ; seraglio of ladies formed 
by. 178 ; his infamous acts, 179 ; 
triffute exacted by, 181 ; his ty- 
ranny and oppression, 184; in- 
quiry into his conduct, ib. ; aum- 
moned to Calcutta, 195 ; his 
detention there, 200; false sem- 
blance of a trial of^202 ; opinioi 
of him, 206; a monster of in- 
iquity, 443. 

Debrett, Mr., pamphlet published 
by, vii. 451 ; alluded to in par- 
liament, 452. 

Deep-ploughing, practice o^ viii. 
449. 

Delay, recriminatory charge e( viL 
474. 
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Derbedgv Sing, Uirown into plrison, 
▼iii. 115. 

Despotism, definition of, vii. 101. 

Devaynes, William, letter to* rii. 
397, 414. 

Dewan, or steward of the country, 
rii. ^8. 

Dignity, ideas of, vii. 285. 

Dinagepore, transactions at, vii. 
! 70, 442 ; death o£ the Eajah of, 
170 ; decision relative to the suc- 
cession, ib. ; tribute exited in, 
181 ; bribes received for, 225, 
228 ; the province of, 415, 416 ; 
proceedings in, 442; power of 
Gunga Govin Sing in, 443 ; the 
Kajedi ot, viii. 384. 

Donation, public; forbidden, vii. 365. 

Dover, Lord, vii. 476. 

Dow’s History, ridiculous story in, 
viii. 107. 

D’Oyley, Sir John, viu 150; ap- 
pointment of, 344 ; evidence of, 
viii, 340;* his account of his pro- 
ceedings, 341, 345 ; offer to, 346 ; 
intervention of, 351. 

Duncan, Mr., his estimate of the re- 
venue of Benares, viii. 65 ; re- 
port of, 98, 102. 

Dundas, Mr. 5 j, resolution moved by, 
viii. 428. 

Durbedgy Sing, thrown into pris'xO, 
jfiii. 54, 59, 75 ; boi^d to furnish 
certain sums, 65 ; his appoint- 
ment, 68 ; pays the revenues, 71 ; 
complaints against, 72 ; charac- 
ter of, 75 ; instructions ’ relative 
to,*^8; hardships and indignities 
suffered by, 80 ; debt of, 83 ; his 
death, 84 ; his property confis- 
cated, 85. 

Dnstuck, ^ permit, vii. 79. 

East India Company, power of the, 
vii. 20; their charters, ih . ; origin 
of the, 22 ; their high preroga- 
tives, 22, 79 ; become a great 
empire, 23; system of their ser- 
vice, ii; their factories consti- 
tuted into presidencies, ib , ; a de- 
putation of individuals, 25 ; their 


S irit of monopoly, 26 ; abuses in 
eir service, 28 ; rules and laws 
laid down for the conduct of their 
servants, 30 ; undue influence of 
Warren Hastings over their affairs, 
31 ; their mercantile regulations, 
36; all their transactions placed 
on record, 38 ; ' nature of their 
constitution, 41 ; their condition in 
1773, 65 ; inquiry instituted by, 
69 ; indignation of the Directors 
of the, 62 ; alarmed at the wars 
in India, 86 ; send out Lord Clive 
to redress the grievances of the 
country, 87 ; and another com- 
mission to India, in 1769, 90; 
thank Mr. Hastings for his ser- 
vices, 1 22, 1 23 ; despatch covenants 
to their servants in India, 132 ; 
institute an inquiry into corrup- 
tions, 141 ; their authority op- 
posed by Mr. Hastings, 142 ; bribe- 
ry ruinous to their affairs, 244; 
report of Mahomed Beza KhAn 
to, 246 ; forbid the taking of pre- 
sents, 247 ; their directions as to 
a successor of Mahomed Reza 
KhAn, 263 ; their general code of 
instructions, 274 ; proceedings in 
their prosecutions, 315 ; censure 
of the, 333 ; three of their bonds 
called for by Mr. Hastings, 372 ; 
letter to, 377 ; demand from Mr. 
Hastings an explanation, 399 ; 
frustration of their inquiries, 438 ; 
treaty of Azoph ul Dowlah with, 
viii. Ill; extract from their re- 
cords, 119; feeling of the Direct- 
ors on the removal of Mr. Bris- 
tow, 122; their orders to Mr. 
Hastings, 211 ; letter from, to the 
board at Calcutta, 243 ; their 
orders broken, 255; abuses of 
their government, 358 ; disorders 
of their service, 362 ; corruption 
of their servants, 373, 397 ; their 
expenses for a Mahomedan col- 
lege, 411. 

East Indies, oppressions in our pos- 
sessions there, vii. 3—9; disor- 
ders in, 12 ; justice demaiuied fo 
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16; enormous wealth brought into 
this country from the, 17 ; two 
distinct pebpl^ inhabit the coun> 

« try» 42 ; BritWh acquisitions in, 
60 ; ifli copdition iu 1765, 252 ; 
complaittits of growing evil in the, 
348 ; power of the government 
in*the, 117. » 

Education of the world, viii. 357. 

Edwards, Captain, evidence of, viii. 
145, 234, 294. 

Eli|a Kh^i objects of, viii. 289. 

'Emoluments^ temptation of, vii. 

“ 249. 

England, the people of, vii. 458. 

English in India, a nation of place- 
men, vii. 26. 

Enough, meaning of the word, viii. 
483. 

Erskine, Captain, court-martial on, 
viii. 151. 

Erskine’s pamphlet, viii. 505. 

Etty, Mr., minister of Whitchurch, 
viii. 526. 

Fairfax, Migor, an agent of Mr. 
Hastings, vii. 376—411. 

Farmer, Major, vii. 42U — 423. 

Farmers, complaints against, viii. 
377. 

Fine, meaning of the word, viii. 
18. 

Fitzwilliam, Lord, moderation of, 
vii. 6 ; his maxims and sentU 
ments, viii, 516 ; policy of, 521 ; 
his knowledge of Irish affairs, 
528. 

Fortunes, how acquired in India, 
vii. 448. 

Fowke, Mr., his removal from Be- 
nares, viii. 56, 121 ; reign of, 
87. 

Pox, Mr., his speeches, viii. 506 ; 
opinions of, 507. 

France, beauty of the Queen of, viii. 
472 ; the revolution in, 478 ; an 
enemy to all religion, 488. 

Francis, Mr., vii. 149, 154, 156; 
his retirement from office, 180; 
inieirofsted by the Govenior-Ge- 
■eiai« 873 ; d^aiation of, 277 — 


284; represeptation re^pepMng. 
304; ms honourable conduct, 
336 ; his concussion to Mr. Bust- 
ings, 337 ; his return to EuiNopeif 
369; minute of, 156 ; motion 
of, viiL 339; his desire to obey 
the Company’s orders, ib. 342. 

Francis, Philip, Esq., letter of Mir. 
Burke to, viii. 470. 

Franklin, Dr., his coiirespondenCe 
with Mr. Burke, viii. 468 — 470. 

FuneraMestivals ip India, vii 217. 

Fyzabad, treasures seised at, viii. 
164 ; paper of inlelligeuce from, 
271. 

Fyzoola Khhn, his letter to the Go- 
vernor-General, viii. 290. 

Ganges, river, its purifying waters, 
vii. 388. 

Gentleman, Prussian, letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 452. 

Gentoos, some account of the, vii. 
44 ; orders an^ castes among; (he, 
4.5 ; their laws and instituUops, 
46; the original people ofJHtin- 
doostan, »5.; thoir religion, 47 ; 
laws of tlie, ll8, 491 ; di^ersed 
into tribes, 492. 

Ghengiz Kh&n, the institutes of, vii. 
107 i viii. 4 ; improves the laws 
of his country, vii, 495 ; hiS con- 
quests, 496. 

Gilpin, MajA-, his letter tp Mr. 5fid- 
dleton, viii. 198 ; reply to it, 199 ; 
letter of Mr. Richard Johnson to, 
200 examination of, 222; his 
evidence, 237 ; his letters &> Mr- 
Bristow, 269. 

Gobind Ram, Rajah, arzees sent by, 
to the Vizier, viii. 129, 133; let- 
ter of the Nabob to. »5. ; alarm 
of, 144 ; letter to, 14T. 

Goddard, General, viii, 431. 

Goodlad, Mr., his appointment, vii. 
172; representations of, 192; 
charges against, 205. 

Goordass, Ri^ah, appointment of, 
vii. 229 ; his good chameter, 270» 
289, 

Gordon, Captain, inaptitude of, vilL 
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2^ ; statement o£ the Begiikire^ 
Speeting> 224 ; his letter to Jewar 
81^4 Behar Kh^, 225; his 

address to the Begums, 226 ; evi- 
dence of, 227* 

Goring, Mr., the commissioner, vii. 
296. 

Goupaul Doss, a prisoner of Cheit 
Sing, vii. 374. 

Government, the true principles of, 

vii. 100. 

Governor, a bad one described, viii. 
366. • 

Gower, Lord, viii. 479. 

Granville, Lord, speech of, viii. 513. 

Gratitude, heroic, viii. 385. 

Grattan, Mr., projects of, viii. 521. 

Greatness, an unstable thing, vii. 
.336. 

Granville, Lord, letter of Mr. Burke 
to, viU. i77. 

Grey, Mr,, statement of, viii. 8, 9. 

Guilt, a crooked, intricate thing, vii. 
38; never a rational one, 1^. 

Gunga Govin Sirl^, power of, vii. 
40 ; the fiiend of Mr. Hastings, 
164^ 210 ; authority delegated to, 
165; viii. 354, 361 ; his infamous 
character, vii. W ; elfects of his 
Mcret agency, 172; villonies of, 
203; grantoof land to, 212; his 
abuse of power, 213; what were 
his services, 214 ; his unlimited 
control, 217, 443 ; hir gross crim- 
inality, 223; motion relative to, 
224 ; his line of action, 366, 427 ; 
sum said to have been paldJby, for 
Ijjgmreferment, 428 ; money in his 
hands, 433 ; rapacities of, viii. 94 ; 
a great villain, 355; the bribe- 
broker of Mr. Hastings, 383 ; re- 
ply of, 386. 

GuUges, establishment of, viii. 147. 

Gurrah Dehmah, pergunnah of, 

viii. 99. 

Halhed, Mr., his translation of the 
Gentoo code of laws, vii, 491, 
502 ; evidence of, viii. 140. 

Halifax, Lbrd, pensiang ranted by, 
Tiii. 4^. 


Hannay, Colonel, vui. 138; com- 
mands the troops, 139 ; his pro- 
ceedings as farmer-general, >5. ; 
arbitrary conduct of, 143; hie 
death, 144 ; communication of the 
Nabob relative to, , 14§; terrible 
effects of his operations, state- 
ment respecting,, 228; orudties 
of; 295. 

Hare and the Frogs, fable of the, 
viii. 498. 

Hastings, Mrs., sum presented to, 

vii. 439 ; viii. 503. . 

Hastings, Warren, His trial be- 
fore the House of Lords, vii. 8 ; 
his defence before the Commons, 
13, 29, 50, 297 ; crimes charged 
against, 14; his system of mis- 
rule, 25 ; his agents, 36, 135 ; 
privileges claimed by, 41 ; state 
of Indian affairs at the Commence- 
ment of his government, 55 ; acta 
as interpreter in the memorable 
story of the Three Seals, 68 ; ter- 
rible effects of his intrigues, 79 ; 
charged with bribery, 85 ; his 
duties as Governor, 92 ; viii. 12 ; 
advocates arbitrary power, vii, 96 ; 
his maxims and principles, 119; 
his system of peculation and 
bribery, 126, 358 ; conhscates the 
landed property in Bengal, 136 ; 

viii. 352 ; acts in dehance of the 
Company, vii. 142, 264, 269, 325, 
337; viii. 121, 211, 331; bribes 
received by, vii. 144 ; breaks up 
the Council, td. ; his charges 
against Nundcomar, 145; dis- 
places Mahomed Reza Kh3ii fVoin 
office, 149 ; his extraordinary pro- 
ceedings, 157; provincial Coun- 
cils appointed by, 163 ; viii. 374 ; 
receives a bribe of £40,000, vU. 
176; provinces intrusted by, to 
Debi Sing, 18C; his tyranny in 
Rungpore, 185; his committee 
of revenue, 192; viii. 377; his 
friendship for Gunga Govin Sing, 
vii. 210; viii. 383; his govern- 
ment a system of oppression and 
robbery, vii. 225 ; Riticles of im- 
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peachment against, 231 ; his emo- 
lument as Governor, 250; viii. 
404; armed with ^at power to 
correct abuses, vii. 253; impri- 
sons Mr. Shitabroy, 262 ; his ele- 
vation of Munny Begum, 265 ; 
his false pretences and fabrica- 
tionSf272; ohargeof Nundcomar 
ageist, 273—275 ; viii. 399 ; sum 
paid him for the rajahship of 
Munny Begum, vii. 273 ; minute 
entered by him in defence of his 
conduct, 276 ; Imprisons Nund- 
comar, 288 ; costly entertainment 
given to him, 294, 318; his plan 
for regulating the Company’s ser- 
vice, 307 ; presumptive proofs of 
his guilt, 317 — 323; protest of, 
324 ; censured by the Company, 
333 ; his promises, 339 ; his frauds 
and artifices, 3u2, 435 ; letter 
from Colonel Champion to, 365 ; 
donation of his bribes to the trea- 
sury, 367 ; his apprehensions, 
369; calls for the Company’s 
bonds, 372 ; receives a present of 
£100,000, ib. ; his system of con- 
cealment, 379, 400, 407 ; his cor- 
rupt acts, 380; alarmed at the 
parliamentary inquiry, 383 ; bor- 
rows a large sum from Rajah 
Nobkissen, 391 ; his prevaricating 
letters, 397, 414; bis system of 
accounts, 426; receives a valu- 
able present from Cheit Sing, ib, ; 
his proceedings in Dinagepore, 
442 ; testimony of Kudanaut in 
his favour, 443, 447 ; viii. 387 ; 
summary of charges against, vii. 
447; report of Mr. Burke to the 
House of Commons on his pro- 
ceedings, 452; enom'ity of his 
crimes, 469; complaints in his 
petition to parliament, 480; his 
treatment of the natives of India, 
viii. 5; his false system of de- 
fence, 6 ; his charges against Cheit 
Bing, 10; his conduct towards 
the 12; rebellion in con- 

sequence of his extortions, 17, 
40; letters oft]2ieit Sing to, 20; 


receives proposals for delivering 
up the province of Benares, 
accusation of Nimdcomar against, 
26; arrests the Rajah, 37; pro- 
clamation of, 49 ; his clandestine 
correspondence with Mr. Mark- 
ham, 56, 72 ; declares his author- 
ity absolute, 57 ; augments the 
tribute, €2 ; his letter to the Coun- 
cil of Calcutto, 73; imprisons 
Derbedgy Sing, 75; his visit to 
Bences, 87 ; his tyi^ny in that 
province, 96^ greatly mared in 
India, 106 ; his conduct to the 
Nabob of Oude, 113; obtains its 
entire government, 117. 132 ; ad- 
dress of the Nabob of Oude to, 
145; his character of British of- 
ficers, 150; confiscates the jag- 
hires, 164 ; letters of Mr. Mid- 
dleton to, 169 — 171 ; seizes the 
treasures of the Begums, 180, 
184 ; letter of the Vizier’s mother 
to, 223; ordered to restore the 
Begums, 24^; interrupts Mr. 
Burke, 251 ; letter of the Vizier 
to, 255 ; his treatment 3f the 
women and children of Sujah ul 
Dowlah, 259 ; consequences of 
his tyranny, 276; his extraor- 
dinary letters to ^e Directors, 
296 ; documents, in vindication of 
his character, 302, 304 ; his op- 
pression# in Bengal, 308 ; impri- 
sons Mahomed Reia Khfin, 31 1 ; 
letter of the Court of Directors to, 
ib. ^ his correspondence with 
Sudder-ul'Hoe Khfia, 31^4^ fa- 
vours Munny Begum, 347 — 350, 
352— '354 ; commis4ion appointed 
by, 354; his proceedings on the 
Coromandel coast, 359; a bul- 
lock-contractor, 86#; his pedi- 
gree, ib . ; his unexampled atroci- 
ties, 384; his accusation against 
Mr. Middleton, 390; founds a 
Mahomedan college, 394^ 410 ; 
justifies his acts, ^ ; testimony 
of the temindars to h^, 418 ; his 
defiance of the Hoi^ of Cmn- 
mons, 424 ; sells the provinces of 
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Corah a]i<} Allahabad to tiie Vi- 
zier, 427 ; makes peace with the 
Mahratta^ 429 ; breaks the treaty 
of Poruodst 434 ; secret motives 
of his actions, 

Hecuba, queen of Troy, riii. 473. 

Hedaia, 4ts publication, vii. 497, 
viii. 12; quoted, 181 — 184, 260. 

Hillsborough, Earl of, letters of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 466 ; particulars 
respecting, i6. 

Hindoos, manners and cuf^oms of 
the, vii. 43 ; polity of the, 49. 

Hindoostan, the original inhabitants 
of, vii. 43. 

Hfrcatrahs, or persons to collect po- 
litical intelligence, viii. 21. 

Holt, Mr., evi^nce of, viii. 145, 
201, 270, 276. 

Hulwell, Mr., his work on Bengal, 

vii. 48 ; extracts from it, 51 — 53 ; 
ambition of, 63 ; plot formed by, 
64 ; designs imputed to, 71; plan 
urged on by, 74 ; pious prediction 
of, 78 ; dreadftfl effect of his in- 
trigues, 79. 

Honfiur, principles of, vii. 4 IS ; 
among conspirators, 419. 

Hoolas, Roi irstructions to, viii. 
240 ; confidentially employed by 
Mr. Middieton, id. ; examined 
before Sir Elijah Impey, 241. 

Hoshmund Ali Khhn, reprimanded, 
aiii. 272. • 

Hospitality at Moorshedabad, vii. 
147. 

House of Commons. Corn- 

Lords. See Lords. 

Howe, Lord, glmrious victory of, 

viii. 420. 

Hudson, Mr., inquiries made of, vii. 
477. 0 

Hussey, the Bev. Dr., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 434. 

Hussey's pastoral letter, viii. 517. 

Hyder Ally, desolates the Carnatic, 
viii. 432. 

Hyder Bea KMn, extract of a let- 
ter from! viii. 192 ; statement 
respecti^, 203; testimony of. 



236; his letter to the Govomot 
and coimcil, 304. 

Hyder Naig, hostilities against, viii 
43U 

Imhm, qualities requisite in one, 

vii. 499. 

Impey, Sir Elijah# a legislator for 
India, vii. 28; inquiiy of, 147, 
349 ^ complaint against, 354 ; 
opinion of, 446 ; suit before, viii. 
51 ; orders from, 179; not fit to 
give an opinion on Mahomedan 
law, 182; question put to, 183; 
letter of Mr. Middleton to, 192 ; 
conduct of, 214; his secret in- 
structions, 215; affidavits of, 215 
— 219 ; violates the law of hospi- 
tality, 220 ; declaration of, 232 ; 
deposition of Hoolas Roi before, 
241 ; instrumentality of, 257. 

Imposts, laid upon the people, vii. 
116. 

Inchiquin, Lady, viii. 491. 

India, abuses in, vii. 479 ; laws and 
rights of the people in, 491 ; three 
kinds of people in, id. ; Tartarian 
government of, 494 ; on sovereign 
power in, viii. 6 ; state of trade 
in, 97, 

Ireland, must be protected, viii. 487, 
state of affairs in, 517 ; distracted 
state of, 523 ; faction in, 524 ; 
cause of her evils, 525. 

Irish, their privileges, viii. 486. 

Ishmael Beg, negotiation with, viii. 
148 ; depredations in his juris- 
diction, 149. 

Jacobinism, cause of, viii. 527* 

Jacobins, English^ faction of the, 

viii. 481. 

Jafiier Ally Khhn, death of, vii. 254. 

Jaggerdoo Sing, his appointment as 
naib, viii. 55, 85, 91 ; displaced 
from office, 94. 

iaghires, nature of, explained, viii. 
162 ; confiscated by Mr. Hast- 
ings, 164 ; on the resumption 
169. 

Jaques, Captain *Ie<mard, his oor^ 
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respondence with Mr. Middleton, 
viii. 197, 198 ; his letters to Mr. 
Johnson, 268. 

Jeeps, or obligations, vii. 78. 

Jewar and Behar Ali Khftn, eu- 
nuchs, arrested, Tiii. 191, 192; 
give their bonds for £600,000, 
194; thrown into prison, 197, 198; 
confined for a year, 203 ; released, 
204 : letter of Captain Gordon to, 
225. 

Johnson, Mr., viii. 121 — 129 ; his 
letter to Major Gilpin, 200 ; his 
letters to the commanding of- 
ficer of the guard, 201 ; outrages 
of, 202 ; his wicked conduct, 214; 
letters of Captain Leonard Jaques 
to, 268 ; charges against, 391. 

Juggut Seit, principal persons of his 
house murdered, vii. 78 ; testi- 
mony of, 246 ; his declaration, 316. 

Junius, author of, viii. 451. 

Justice, the attribute of, vii. 232; 
strange idea of, 390 ; considers^ 
lions of, viii. 234. 

Kanon, a part of the Mahomedan 
law, vii. 117. 

Kelleram and Cullian Sing, Rajahs, 
appointment of, vii. 226. 

Keogh, Thomas, Esq., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 522. 

Khhn Jehfin Khfin, sale of an office 
to, vii. 151. 

KherCed, pergunnah of, viii. 90. 

Khourd Mhal, or lesser palace, viii. 
261; ladies in the, 263—268; 
their treatment, 272 — 276. 

King, not accountable in this coun- 
try for his actions, vii. 102. 

Kissenagore, road to, viL 321. 

Knox, Captain, evidimce of, vii. 70 
—72. 

Koran, precepts of the, viL l ift. 

La Fayette, conduct of, viii. 502. 

Lands, false estimate of their value, 
viL 220—222. 

Li^j^ng, her arrival ki India, vii. 

I<arkina, Mr.^ Ahcoimtant-Oeneral, 


vii. 135—155; the white confi* 
dant of Mr. Hastings, 168 ; his 
account of bribes, 169 ; secret be- 
tween him and Mr. Hastings, 380 ; 
falsifies the Company’s accounts, 
382—387, 400—408, 413; object 
of his letter, 432 ; his explana- 
tions, 437; examii ed in the House 
of Commons, 475. 

Lataffit Ali Khfin, in charge of the 
Nabob’s ladies, viii. 268, 269 ; en- 
deavours to appease their cla- 
mours, 272. 

Laurence, Dr., letters of Mr. Burke 
to, viii. 491—493, 497—499, 502 
—506, 509-511, 519. 

Law, benefits of the, vii. 104. 

Laws of England# for the poor as 
well as for the rich, vii. 18, 

Lawyers, glory of the great ones in 
this country, vii. 309 ; do not ad- 
vise a prosecution, 313. 

Lemaistre, Mr., viii. 323. 

Leycester, Mr., remonstrance of, vii. 
246; viii, 315.^ 

Life, performance of the duties of, 

vii. 348. • 

London, on reviving its importance, 

viii. 462. 

Lords, House of, trial of Warren 
Hastings in the, viit 8 ; power of 
the, 16 ; appeal of Mr. Burke to, 
455. 

Loughborough, Lord, letter of4dr. 
Burke to, viii. 526. 

Lovat, Lord, trial of, viii. 233* 

Luckiaut Nuudy, son of Gantoo 
Baboo, vii. 219. 

Lucknow, on the appointment of 
Mr. Bristow at, viiL.lS) ; tribu- 
nal at, 185. 

Lumsden. Mr., viii. 139. 

Lushington, Mr., impliiatioD of^ vii* 
69; affidavit made by, 70; de- 
position of, 72. ' ^ 

Luttrell, General, viii. 601 ; 

Macclesfield, Lord, impetohnent 
of, in 1725, vii. 11 ; 1^ complaint 
of the Commons, senteoce 
passed upon, viii. 4^ 
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Macguire, Peter, vii. 69 ; gives up ! 
Bamarain, who is murdered* / 9. 

Macpherson, Mr., a friend of Mr. 
Hastings; viU. 129; letter of 
Hyder BegKh^ to, 134; letter 
from the Vizier to, 156 ; his opin- 
ion respecting the Begums, 246. 

Mahdajee Scindia, panegyric of, vii. 
124. 

Mahomed the prophet, fbllowcrs of, 
vii. 49. 

Mahomed Reza Khibi, a man in 
high authority, vii. 83, 12§ ; viii. 
309 ; acknowledged deputy-na- 
bob, vii. 84; made deputy-steward 
of the East India Company, 90 ; 
turned out of his offices, 91 ; his 
re-appointment, 149, 324, 335 
— 337 ; viii. 340, 341 ; displaced 
by Mr. Hastings, vii. 150, 262, 
323 ; great sums of money lent 
to, 176 ; the judge of Debi Sing, 
202; extraordinary narrative of, 
246; charts against, 255; viii. 
311 ; imprisoned, vii. 258 ; viii; 
31 1 ; his iiiilueffce, vii. 259 ; acts 
of violence against, 270 ; his ac- 

S uiltal, 323; viii. 319 ; accounts 
emanded of him, vii. 333 ; he is 
again depo^*ed,’337 ; a mere cy- 
pher, viii. 347 ; evidence of, 400 ; 
his testimofSiY respecting the Ma- 
homcdan college, 411. 
Mahomedan college, founded at 
Calcutta, viii. 394, 440. 
Mahomedan government, its ex- 
tinction, viii. 357. 


Mahomedans, laws among the, vii. 



Mahrattas, cruelty of the, vii. 54 ; 
peace made with the, viii. 429. 

Malmesbury, Lord, his mission to 
the king ef Prussia, viii. 420. 

Malone, Edward, letter of Mr. 
Buike to, vii. 490. 

Markham, Mr., consultatkm with, 
viU. 13 ; opinion of, 22 ; com- 
municationa to, 43 ; authority 
given 54, 120; clandestine 
aiinre^Ataee witl^ 56, 72 ; no- 


minated to the residency at Be- 
nares, 58; placed over the yiung 
Rajah, 62 — 67; paper presented 
bv, 64 ; complaint against, 61 ; 
letter of Mr. Hastings to, 83; 
succeeded by Mr. Benn, 84; 
power of, 86 ; comes to Europe, 


Marlborough, Duk^of, viii. 503. 
Maury, Abbd, his speeches, viii. 475. 
Meeran, son of the Nabob of Ben- 
gal, vii. 65 — 67 ; said to hdve 
been killed by a flash of lightning, 


Meer Jaffier, negotiations with, vii. 
60 ; murdered, 63 ; demise of, 
245 ; viii. 314 ; deputation ap- 
pointed to raise his son to the 
subahdarry, vii. 245. 

Mehip Nerain, Rajah, appointed to 
the government of Benares, viii. 
53; petition from, 81. 

Men, bad, always employed for evil 
ends, vii. 168. 

Middleton, Mr., the associate of Mr. 
Hastings, vii. 147 ; , sum received 
by 294, 322 ; appointed resident 
at Oude, viii. 122 ; displaced 
from office, 127 ; manages the 
money - transactions, 128 ; his 
promptitude to obey ths Govern- 
or-General, 158 : usurps the Na- 
bob’s govemmem, 168 ; letters ofi 
1 69 — 1 71, 195; confiscations' or- 
dered by, 174 ; orders of Mr. Hast- 
ings to, 175 ; his acts of violence, 
169 ; statement of, 191, 192 ; his 
letter to Sir Elijah Impey, ib, ; 
severities of, 196 ; his letter to 
Captain Leonard Jaques, 197 ; 
reply to it, ib. ; letter of M^jor 
Gilpin to, 198; his reply, 199; 
his wicked conduct, 214 ; his in- 
structions to Hoolas Roi, 240 ; 
amement made by, 265 ; boun- 
tmil present offered to, 389 ; ac- 
cusation 'ilgainst, 390 ; found 
guilty, 393. 

Miller, James, agent of Mr. Hast- 
ings, viL 436. 

Milton, Lord Viscount, letter of Mr. 



m 


IVDIX. 


Roch«8ter to, on the Kfe and writ- 
ings of Mr. Burke, vii. 1. 

Minbten and nabobs, sale of their 
offices, vii 86. 

Mitabean, Count de, tii. 476. 

Mirza Shuffee Khhn, an Indian no- 
ble, viii. 190. 

Mobarick'Ul-Dowla, vii. 255 ; his 
improper requisition, 334 ; money 
lent to, 344; succeeds Nuzimut 
Dowlah, viii. 313 ; letters of Mr. 
Hastings to, 340—344. 

Mogul Empire, great charter from 
the, vii. 21 ; civil wars in the, 
53 ; Institutes of its founder, 108 ; 
usage of the, 485. 

Mohun Persaud, hanged, vii. 85; 
bears witness against Nundcomar, 
146. 

Monghir, treaty of, vii. 80 ; dissa- 
tisfaction caused by it, id. 

Monson, Colonel, vii. 149 — 154 ; 
his death, 163, 160, 303, 325; viii. 
117. 

Montesquieu, supposition of, viii. 
961. 

Moorshedabad, the British army 
before, vii. 64 ; the seat of the 
native government, 91 ; Council 
of, revwiue at, id . ; council of, 
broken up by Mr. Hastings, 179 ; 
expensive entertainment given to 
Mr. Hastings at, 294 — 318. 

Morality, geographical, plan of, vii. 
94, 114; false, viii. 355. 

Morgan, Colonel, letter to, viiL 172, 
216. 

Mott, Mr., dreadftil fate of, vii. 79. 

Moxuffir Jung, Nabob, complaints 
to, viii. 148. 

Mu^ 0*den, professor at Calcutta, 
viii. 409 ; turned out of office, 
412. 

Munny her sons nommatied 

to the throne of Bengal, vii. €5; 
appointment ^en to, 143; bribes 
147 ; raised to the musnud, 
255 ; her elevation, 265, 266, 326 ; 
her history, 266; viii 316 ; sum 
paid for her ap^intment to die 
ii\iahahip, vii. 273; letter oi^ 


287 ; answer , of, 291 ; her evi- 
dence, 292 ; her guardianship of 
the Nabob, 323 ; viii. 313 ; end 
put to her government, vii. 3^ ; 
allowance made to, 325 ; for^ry 
of a letter from, 356 ; particulars 
respecting, viii. 189; her connex- 
ions, 190, 318 ; administration 
of, 338, 343, 347 ; her character, 
347 ; a sentimental lady, 349; a 
dealer in spirits* id, 

Munro, Sir Hector, viii. 400. 

Murtefk Khhn, elevation of, viiu 
288. 

Mustapha Khhn, imprisonment of, 
viii. 142. 

Myrza Hyder Ally, distress of, viii. 
278. 

Nabob of Ben^l, visits the British 
commander-in-chief, vii. 16 ; ex- 
traordinary proposition of, f6. ; 
compelled to abdicate his govern- 
ment, 77 ; restored to it, 82. 

Naib, the office qf, viii, 37. 

Nations, one law of, vii. 121. 

Nizamut, signification of thejivord, 
viii. 831. 

Nobkissen, Rajah, bribe from, vii. 
235 ; sum disbursed by, 391, 393; 
intrusted with the management of 
an important district, 394; em- 
ployed in founding a Mahomedan 
college, viii. 294. 

Nuddea, province of, vii. 416, 13l, 
436. 

Nudjeeve, or armed soldier, viii. 

Nudjeivo Khhn, stoppage 
pension, viii. 428. 

Nundcomar, Rajah, his high rank, 

vii. 83; his disappointed hopes, 
84; taken prisoner to Calcutta, 
85; charges Mr. Hffstings with 
bribery, ; his great author- 
ity, 142; character of, 143; his 
disclosures of pecuiation* 144; 
charged with, conspiracy, 14$ ; 
htu^ed for forgery, 146, 151; 

viii. 356 ; trust conferxsd on, vIL 
261 ; his charge against Mr. Hash 





273 ; tiiL 26, 390 ; letter of, 
Tii. 275; evidence jof, re«' 
5isal of Mr. Mastings to confiront 
him, 279; pronounced to be a 
wretch, 2B0; objections to his 
poUtical character, 283 ; letter of 
Miinny Begum ip support of his 
evidence, ^7 ; imprisoned by 
order of Mr. Hastings, 288. 

Nunduloll, character of, vii. 431. 

Nuszer, or tribute of acknowledg- 
ment, vit, 248, , 

o 

Officers, British, character given of, 
by Mr. Hastings, viii. 150. 

Offices, wholesale sale of, vii. 140. 

Oliver, Mr., his corruptions, viii. 
464. 

Oossaun Sing, declared naib, viii. 
36 ; accusations of, 68. 

Opinion, empire and law of, vii. 44. 

Oriental metaphor, beauties of, vii. 
238. 

Osborne, Major, command given 
to, viii. 146; depredations of, 
149. • 

Oude, princesses of, cruelly imprison- 
ed, vii. 123 ; money taken from the 
Nabob of, 396, 415 ; bribe from, 
422 ; suppo^sd intrigues with him, 
viii. 14; .Movincc of, 104; some 
account of, 906 ; condition of its 
inhabitants, 107 ; flourishing state 
oC 109 ; ascendency of Mr. Hast- 
ings in, 118 ; revenwe of, 138 ; 
the zemindars of, 140; rebellion 
in, 142 ; causes t^t led to it, ib . ; 
ruination of the kingdom ofpl57 ; 
ufluji^ons in. 178—287 : disor- 
ders and confrision in, 291. 

Palmer, Major, viii. 134 ; enormous 
salary given to, 157. 

Parent^ ^eiwlove of their childrmi, 
v^. 141. 

Pari^ the parliament of, viii. 440. 

Parliiunent, on the powers o£L vii 
229 ; evasion of ap act of, 3^. 

Pateaion, Mr., his import on the 
efeate of Bungpore, vii. 186 ; his 
appointm&t as commissioner in 


Bengal, 193: inquires Into the 
conduct of iJebi Sing, 194; hit 
report thereon, 195 ; acousatlops 
against, 197 ; bis efforts rendered 
abortive, 201 ; his pathetic Me- 
morials, 202. 

Patience, a great virtue in a go- 
vernor, viii. 157. 

Patna, massacre atf vii. 81 ; letter 
from, 376. 

Patronage,. on the influence of, viii. 
154. 

Peculation, vii. 126, 140 ; disclo- 
sures of, 144 ; not a military vice, 
viii. 151. 

Persia, the nursery of the Mahome- 
dan nobility, viii. 108. 

Pescush, or mie, vii. 170, 172, 248. 

Pigot, Lord, governor of Madras, 
vii. 60. 

Pitt, Mr., policy of, viii. 498. 

Plassey, battle of, vii, 60. 

Ponsonbv, Mr., character of, viii. 
519; nis plan of parliamenMny 
reform, 520. 

Popham, Colonel, viii. 36 ; state- 
ment of, 229. 

Portland, Duke of, vii. 511, 516. 

Porunda, treaty o^ viiL 430, 433. 

Power, on the abuse of, vii. 11, 19, 
253 ; of the East India Company, 

. 20; arbitrary exercise of, 96, 
485 ; viii. 8, 69, 364 ; its defini- 
tion by Mr. Burke, 99. 

Presents, punishment for taking vii. 
105 ; three kinds of, in the East, 
248. 

Protestants, two kinds of, viii. 488. 

Providence, dispensations of, vii. 
233. 

Provincial Councils, appointment 
of, in India, vii. 163, 203, 207. 

Prudence, the first of all virtues, vii. 
161. 

Prussia, king of, his military ar- 
rangements, viii 453. 

Punishments in India, vii 498. 

Purling, Mr., an assertion o^ viii. 
167 ; evidence oi 241. 

Pumea, an extensive province, vii 
176 rigours and exactions in. ib 



$44 


IXTDEX. 


liadaaaut, teBimdar^ hU testimony 
to the character of Warren Hast- 
iiigt, viL 238 ; viii» 387 ; certifi- 
cate of, vii. 444. 

Ragonaut Bow, his establishment, 
viii. 433. 

Rajahs, or princes of Hindoostan, 
submit to Tamerlane, vii. 51 ; 
their stipulatft>n8, ib . ; their influ- 
ential position, 52 ; asserts their 
rights, 53. 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, vii. 468. 

Eamarain, murdered by CJossim Ally 
Cawn, vii. 79. 

Records, public, their great Talue, 
N-ii. 37—40. 

Religion, the highest act of, vii. 231. 

Ressenda, village of, viii. 100. 

Revenge, definition of, vii. 471. 

Revenue, collection of, in Bengal, 

vii. 226, 227 ; mode of obtaining, 
.363 ; committee of, at Calcutta, 
viu. 377, 378, 

Revolution Society, viii. 474. 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua^ works of, viii. 
490, 

Ricobad Chowdry, vii. 219. 

Robbery, called a fine, vii. 52. 

Rookingham, Lady, charity of, vui. 
484, 

Rockingham, Marquis of, his friend- 
ship for Mr. Burke, vii. 1—4; 
letters of Mr. Burke to, viii. 447^ 
457. 

Rohilla nation, sold to the Vizier, 

viii. 428—4.%. 

Roman Catholics, rights ^of the. vii 

6 . 

Romans, usage of the, vii. 461 . 

Boses, war of the, vii, 53. 

Roy Radachum, appo^tment o£, 

viiLm 

RaiannaininaB, or te^iimuiuea, vii. 
446 j viii 386— 416. 

Rungpore, cruelty, and torture in, 
vU. 186, l87;4Bsttrrection in, 192. 

Russia, her government and matt* 
Hers, &4. 

Raadtl AU Kh&n, crimio^tion of, 
viii 217, 221, 222 


St, John, Mr., vii. 450. 

Salar Jung, the Nabob’s uncle, viii. 
166. 

Salset, island of, viii. 4-33. 

Saver, Mr., hiS opinion conce * ^ 
Mr. Hastings* conduct, viir > 

Scott, Major, paper delivered bv, in 
favour of Mr. Hastings, vii. 292 ; 
an agent of Mr. Hastings’s, 376 ; 
interrogation of, 412 ; records 
kept in his trunk, viii. 119 — 127, 
131—135, 226—241. 

Seals, 8ie three, story of the, vii. 65, 
442—479. 

SekunderpooT, pergunnah of, viii. 
99. 

Seraglio, formed by Debi Sing, vii. 

. 178. 

Shah Chanim, sicter to the Nabob 
^ Mahub ul Jung, viii. 318, 

Share, Behraum, the chief of a trib 
vii. 112. # 

Shawe, Dr., anecdote related b; 

vii. 18. 

Shee, Sir Georgy viii. 489. 
Shelbonie faction, conduct of the, 

viii. 464. ^ 

Shitabroy, Mr.,* imprisoned, nL 262 

— 4i93. 

Shores Sir John, acting president ; 
the committee, vii. 208; statu 
ment of, 209 ; mintfte of, viu. 35* 
376, 895. ft 

Situations, emolument from, vii. 2 
Smith, Mr.,*a;gaQt to Warren Hai, 
ings, viL 290.* ", 

Smi^ Mr., asolioitor to the Ea. 

India Company, vii. 310. > 

Soil, properties ip, viii, 45(h« . It 
Son, a slave to his father, vii. 216 
Soubaha, or viceroys of Bengal, v , 
54. , 

Spies and mtder-ag^ts, emplt^ed . 

India, vii, 40 ; viii. 2ft 
Stables, Mr.^ minute entered by, vi 
222; his account of Benaref' 
r viii 87 ; the IHend and coUeagu' 
of Mr. Hastings, 129, 24^;,, 
evidence of, 252 ; on the oondoc. 
of the Beguma, 253 ; ezaioinatMi • 
af;254. - 



iKDirt, 


Siidder xH Hoe KhAn, edminiittra- 
t»m of^ Tii. 331 ; office «ti4 salary 
yiii, 334; aupporM by the 

i Qoremoty 3^; letter 336; 

t authority giyen to, 337$ treat- 
ment of, 349* 

Suffolk, Lord, high character of, vii. 
476. 

Sujab Dowlah, Vizier, prize*money 
proposed to be given by, vii. 363 ; 
owers of, viiL 8 ; his elevation, 
6 ; tyranny of, 29 ; wiBt with, 46 1 
restored to his dominions, 88 ; 
character of, 106 ; his immense 
revenue, 109; hji death, 110, 
295 ; his large family, *6. ; treat- 
ment of his women and (^dren, 
269. * 

Sumner, Mr., member of the Coun- 
cil, vii. 250 ; opinion of, viii. 365. 

Surajah w Dowlah, fall of, vii. 54 ; 
policy of, 59 ; attacks and takes 
the British fort at Calcutta, tb . « 

Susknesser, ;^r||pnnah of, viii. 100. 

Swift, Dr., a rough satirist, viii. 350. 
• 

TamerlaJ|e,4iis invasion ofHindoos- 
tan. yd. SO ; submission of the 
rf^ahs or princes to, 51 ; frees 
the Hindoos from the capitatioTi- 
tax, i6. ; no barbarian, 52 ; policy 
pursued during his dynasty, 53 ; 
the Institutes of^^lOS. 

^aruore, revenues *of the king of, 
viii. 465. 

Tadtalus, entertainment of, vii. 320. 

Tavernier, the traveller,iavii. 114; 
barbarous act related by, 115. 

Temple, Lord, viii 448. 

Thames Kouli Khhn, atrocities per- 
petrated by, vii. 54. 

Timour the Tartar, Institutes of, 
vii. 4w. 

Toleration, Act o^ viii. 455 ; ideas 
of, 456. 

Townshend, Charles, Esq*, letter of 
Mr. Burke to, viii 451. 

Trade, its ruimms effects in Bengal, 

Vd.a0. 

IWv^ler in Bengal, weoautiims for 
lis safety yii.^48. 
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THbute, augmentation of, vit|i 52. 
Turkey, fkontier protlnoea of, V'* 
454. 

Turks, Emperor of the, vii. 105; 

his powers as a sovereim, 106. 
Tyranny in Rungpore, viL 185 ; the 
nature of, 186. 

# 

Upton, Col., treaty made by, viii 
430, 433, 436. 

Yackiels, agents or attorneys, vii. 
140. 

Vansittart, Mr., vii. 62, 63, 74, 75 ; 

President of Bengal, 80. 

Vattel, on the breach of agreements, 
viii. 10, 

Verelst, Governor, integrity of, vii. 
90. 385. 

Verrine Orations, instruction derived 
from the, viii. 407. 

Verulam, Lord, vii. 467. 

Virgins, violation of, vii. 189. 

Wallar Jau, Nabob, usurpation of 
his rights, viii. 111 
War, caiamiiies of, viii. 468. 

Watts, Hugh, vii. 69. 

Wealt^ enormous, brought from 
Indi^ vii. 17. 

WestmnBBter School, a noble semi- 
nary, vii. 120, 121. 

Wheler, Mr., his death, vii. 163; 
authority of, viii, 32; his le'l' 
on the conduct of the Begums, 253. 
Whigs, the old and the new, vii. 5. 
Widow, her inheritance seized, yii 
221 . 

Wilkes, Mr., promise of, viii. 463. 
Williams, Captain, orders Mustapha 
KhAn to l>e beheaded, viii. 143 ; 
statement of, 231 ; charges against, 
232. 

Wilmot, Mr^ committee of, viii. 
483. 

Windham, Mr*, eloquent speech of, 
viu. 608i ^ 

Wisdom, always pr^tlcal, vii. 1. 
Wives, number of, in the East, viii* 

no. . . 

WombweU, Mr., evidence of, yiii 
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Women, inhuman cruelties towards, 
vii. 190. 

Woodford, Captain, letter of Mr. 

Burke to, viii. 475. 

World, its enlightened state, through 
the Christian religion, vii. 58. 

yatibar-AU-Kh&n,fninister of Mun- 
ny Begum, vii. 332 ; proceedings 
of, viii. 336. 

Voung, Arthur, Esq., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 449. 


Zemindars, thrown into pris^ by 
Debi Sing, vii. 181 ; mostly wo 
men in that country, 182 ; flight 
of the, 183 ; their extent and 
power in India, 219. 

Zenana, or apartment for wives, vii. 
440. 

Zeteram O* Dowla, the Nabob's un* 
cle, vii. 267 ; alleged forgery of a 
letter from, 357, ^2. 


THE END. 


rfiiirrsD ar wtixtAM clowrs mMS, uiMirm 
STAMVOao SrSBKT Am* OHASIVO CItUM. 




